
 
 

NEWSLETTER NO .8 
THURSDAY ,  MARCH 23,  2017

 
Dear Parent, Students & Friends of St Ambrose, 

As mentioned last week, hosting a school 

community carnival, highlights the amazing energy 

and commitment of this school, its families, local 

businesses and the parish community in supporting 

each other to put on such an amazing day.  

This year, the funds raised are to be used in 

developing a creative arts learning centre that 

develops students’ skills in the area of pottery. 

We are hugely indebted to the leadership, 

drive and commitment of 10 very special carnival 

committee members who have given up so much 

of their time to ensure that this year’s carnival was, 

once again, a great success. Our gratitude goes to 

Jen Leyden (Chairperson), Paul 

Hanegraaf(Logistics), Sandy Howe (Sponsorship), 

Gemma Cameron (Treasurer), Rowena Arnold 

(Secretary), Kristi High (Marketing), Helen Edwards 

(Publicity), Briony Duff-Tytler (Volunteers) and Justine 

& Karen (Picking up the pieces.) 

 

 

 

 

Dates for the Diary 
 

Week 8 
 

Friday: 24.03 

 Free Dress Day (Bring Easter item for 

Easter Raffle or non-perishable food 

item for chosen charity 
Saturday: 25.03 

 Family Mass (1/2R) 6.00pm – Refer to 

article: ‘Sunday Morning Grumbles’ 

Sunday: 26.03 

 Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Week 9 
Monday: 27.03 

 Whole School Cross Country Run – 
See Timetable on Following Page 

Tuesday: 28.03 

 Grade 3-6 Rotations 

Wednesday: 29.03 

 Class Mass – 9.30am (4/5W) 
 Music Work Tuition Lessons – 11.30am – 8.00pm 

 Celebration of the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation 7.00pm 
Thursday: 30.03 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm – 5.15pm 

 Preps in Pyjamas with Denise Arnel 

6.00pm 
Friday: 31.03 

 Whole School Mass 9.30am 

 Students Dismissed at 1.30pm 

 End of Term  

 

 
 



ST AMBROSE 

SCHOOL CROSS 

COUNTRY EVENT 
MONDAY 27TH MARCH 

During the last week of Term One, Monday March 
27th, we will be running our annual School Cross 
Country.  This is a whole school house event with our 
focus being maximum participation. Children can 
walk, jog or run to complete their course.  The first 
race will commence at 10am on our school oval and 
we hope to have all events completed by 1.30pm. 

The course will vary according to the different grades 
and age levels: 

Preps and Grade 1’s will be running/walking 550 
metres around our school oval. 

Grade 2’s will be completing a 1km course which will 
consist of laps of the oval and a run on the outside 
path beside the oval and back into the school 
grounds. 

9 and 10 year olds will complete a 2km run starting 
at the top of Pyke Street. They will run through the 
Woodend Children's Park over the foot bridge and 
onto the Five Mile Creek walking track. They will 
return the same way entering the school through the 
side gate and complete half a lap past the chestnut 
tree and then up the centre of the oval 

11, 12 and 13 year olds will run a 3km course. They 
will follow the same course as the 9 and 10 yr olds, 
but will run down as far as Ruby McKenzie Park along 
the Five Mile Walking Track and back to school. 

The children will need to wear their sports uniform 
and a t-shirt/top that represents their house colour. 

If they are asthmatic, we ask that they carry their 
puffer with them whilst they are running. 

As with all sporting events we will require parental 
assistance. We need help setting up, marshalling on 
courses, timing and so forth. If you are able to help 
out please indicate this via CareMonkey (you are 
required to have a Working with Children Check and 
the office needs a copy of this on file). Please sign in 
at the score table under shade sails for this event. 

The fastest competitors in each age/gender level (9, 
10, 11 and 12/13) will represent our school at the 
Cobaw District Cross Country held at Hanging Rock 
on Thursday April 20th.  If they do well at the Cobaw 
event at Hanging Rock, they can progress further to 
the District cross country event in Bendigo. 

TIMETABLE – (Times are approximate only) 

 10am             Event 1    Year 2’s (1km.) 

 10.20am        Event 2    Year 1’s (550 metres) 

 10:40am        Event 3    Preps    (550 metres) 

RECESS   11 - 11.30am 
 

****Prep to Grade 2 classes go back to class after 
recess until presentations occur.**** 

 11.30am     Event 4    9 yrs and under.  (2 km.) 

 11:55am     Event 5    10 yrs and under.  (2 km.)    

 12.20pm     Event 6    11 yrs and under.  (3 km.) 

 12.45pm     Event 7    12/13 yrs  (3 km.) 

 1.20pm       Presentations (Whole school) 

We look forward to a fun and successful day.   

Any queries please email Mrs Cavric 
at kcavric@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au 

 
 

“When the going gets tough, put 

one foot in front of the other and just 

keep going. Don’t give up.”  
― Roy T. Bennett, The Light in the Heart 

 

 

https://groups.caremonkey.com/enquiries/128635/kcavric@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au


 

 

 
 

 

Grade 5 Visits to 

Sacred Heart 

College 
 

 

 

 

 
 

On the 16th of March all the year 5 students of 

St. Ambrose arrived at school early to make 

their way to Sacred Heart College Kyneton. 

When the students arrived they gathered into 

the cafeteria and waited for other students 

from other schools to arrive. 
 

After the schools got into their groups they 

went to their first activities. 

I have to tell you now food tech was amazing. 

When we got into the kitchen we washed our 

hands and put on our aprons. Then everyone 

found a cooking space. It was so cool.  We were 

making chocolate apricot rum balls. All our 

ingredients were in the bowl already we just had 

to add delicious condensed milk and apricot 

juice. 



My rum balls turned out delicious but they were 

all squashed in the basket they were in. It was a 

lot of fun so thank you to Charity the food tech 

teacher. 

 

 
 

We also did orienteering it was fun we had to 

run around the school and to show we had been 

there we took video evidence. Whilst we did the 

orienteering we got to know the school a little 

bit better. We were also on a time limit so we 

had to be quick. 

When all the groups were back we went into the 

basketball stadium and played a game. The 

orienteering was a great success all thanks to 

Mrs Chilton. 

 

 
 

Next was science we had to be really quiet 

because that's where Sacred Heart students 

were studying for their test. In science we had 

a worksheet with different benches to work at. 

First table had stick insects and we had to count 

how many there were. The next station was, 

when you have to use iron and oil in a container 

and you had to make cool patterns with a 

magnet. It was really cool and fun! The next 

station was where you have to try and name 

different science equipment. On the next table 

was when you had to test different materials 

and see if it made a small globe light up. The 

materials were metal, rubber, iron and a hair 

clip. The final station was where you had 2 

microscopes and you had to draw what you saw. 

The first microscope was some sort of bird 

feather, the second microscope had tiny pieces 

of rabbit hair. It looked so cool looking in and 

seeing something that we can't see with the 

human eye. The final thing we did, was we made 

elephant toothpaste it exploded like a volcano. 

It was really cool. Special thanks to the science 

teacher Mrs Gadd and Mrs Thompson. 

 

 
 

 
 

For art we did charcoal drawings. First we 

designed the head, we had to look at our 

partner's head to make the shape of their head. 

We had to draw lines down the centre of the 

face to know where everything was marked out. 

Then we made the eyes nose and mouth of our 

partner. Then we made the collar of our t-shirts 

which was kind of hard for some of us.  We also 

got told how to do the eyes properly and do the 

strokes of the eyelashes and eyebrows. Thanks 

to the art teacher you were great. 

Overall, it was a great day.  

Thanks Mrs Lawrence and Mrs Woodman and 

Joel for organising it all!  
 

Charlee, Gus and Lewis from 4/5BW 

 



Using Our Numeracy Data To Inform Our 

Teaching & Learning Program – Attending to 

the learning needs of every child.  
Over the year, students in all levels have undertaking 

Progressive Achievement testing to provide 

teachers with explicit information as to the skills and 

knowledge that each child has in regard to their 

numeracy knowledge and competency. The data 

has shown us that in nearly all grades throughout the 

school, the ability range within a classroom can span 

almost 6 years. This creates enormous challenges for 

teachers when trying to provide a differentiated 

learning program for each child.   

 
Students this year attend one of nine groups 

structured to attend to their learning needs. Each 

group caters to a specific range of students. Again, 

within each group is another range of groups of 

students. The concept is to provide the child with a 

learning environment that addresses their own 

needs, providing them with the necessary resources 

and knowledge that challenges them and gives 

them a meaningful sense of achievement.  

This strategy recognizes that all students have 

differing abilities and needs, our aim is not to provide 

a curriculum that meets minimum standards but a 

curriculum that recognizes what your child’s 

strengths and challenges are. In other words, we aim 

to teach the child where they are at rather than a 

curriculum that may or may not address your child’s 

learning needs.  
 

 What We Use To Identify The Learning Need. 
Together, with a teacher’s professional judgment, 

supported by various forms of testing and classroom 

observation, we seek to identify where each 

individual child is in their learning. The Student 

Performance Analyzer (SPA) is a tool that allows us to 

track a child’s progress from semester to semester, 

year to year, allowing us to identify what works best 

for your child and what sometimes doesn’t. It also 

allows us to validate the teaching and learning that 

is being undertaken in each classroom and to 

specifically target resources, professional 

development and programs that will address 

student and teacher needs.  

 

 

Sunday Morning Grumbles: 

How I Explained to My 

Children the Reasons Our 

Family Goes to Church 
By Christine Organ 

Last Sunday morning began like most other mornings 

around our house. My two young sons stumbled 

downstairs with bleary eyes and tousled hair. They 

ate breakfast, watched an episode of “Phineas & 

Ferb” and played with a few toys. The mood was 

carefree, relaxed and lazy. 
 

Until, that is, I announced that it was time to get 

dressed so that we could leave for church. 

“Ugh! I don’t wanna go to church!” my 6-year-old 

wailed, his younger brother quickly mimicking his 

complaints. 
 

“Why do we have to go to church?” he squealed 

with that sing-song whine that makes any parent’s 

skin crawl. 
 

I was annoyed and slightly confused. My son rarely 

balks at going to church as our church has a very 

child-friendly atmosphere. At Sunday services, the 

kids are not forced to mutely endure an adult-

focused worship service; rather, they participate in 

an age-appropriate class that includes songs, moral 

stories, simple prayers, painting and sometimes, 

paper airplanes. All in all, they get an 

understandable spirituality lesson in a laid back, 

playful environment. 
 

I repeated my instruction to get dressed hoping to 

avoid any confrontations. I was not in the mood for 

whining or push-back. I hadn’t had nearly enough 

coffee yet to deal with complaints, much less 

questions about the role of religion in our family. 

“But why do we have to go to church?” My son 

asked again with genuine inquiry. 
 

“Because that’s what we do,” I responded wearily. 

And I instantly regretted it. Certainly, there was a 

better response to the question of “why do we go to 

church?” than the proverbial “because I said so.” 

But what? What is the appropriate answer to this 

question? How can I explain to my young children 

the importance of religious community? How can I 

explain the importance of spirituality in a relevant 

and applicable way? How can I speak 

understandably about God and the role of religion, 



especially since my views on God are amorphous 

and unconventional? 
 

Religion, to me, is about faith community and 

spiritual connection, not dogma and theology. So 

while I value church attendance and community 

participation as vital roles to my spiritual 

development, there are no easy answers, slogans or 

catchphrases on which I can rely when answering 

these tough questions. I want to provide my children 

with the framework for their own faith journey — 

regardless of where that faith journey eventually 

takes them — without creating negative 

associations with faith and religion. I want my 

children to think about their values on a daily basis, 

and that is difficult to do in a secular society in which 

children are running from school to sport to 

homework. I want my kids to have and experience 

a spiritual community.” 
 

Certainly it is possible for parents to impart values 

and morality into their children through a wholly 

secular approach, but for a variety of reasons, my 

husband and I have decided that participating in a 

spiritual community is an important activity for our 

family. Even so, I struggle with how to convey this 

message to my young children without infusing 

messages of guilt, obedience and conformity that 

are all-too-often associated with a dictatorial 

religion. Admonishments of “because I said so” 

might be appropriate when it comes to wearing a 

jacket in chilly weather or eating your vegetables, 

but the “because I said so” response is not the 

approach that I want to take when it comes to 

imparting the value of spirituality and religious 

community. 
 

A few minutes after my son had sulked upstairs to get 

dressed, I went to him and tried to answer his 

question. I explained that it is important to take care 

of our bodies, our minds, our hearts and our spirits. I 

suggested that some of the ways that we take care 

of our body are by eating healthy, exercising and 

playing sports. We take care of our mind by going to 

school. We take care of our heart by being with our 

families, friends and people we love. And some of 

the ways we can take care of our spirit is by praying 

and going to church. 
 

I explained that it is important that we tend to all 

parts of ourselves so that we can live a balanced life. 

He nodded, agreed and finished getting dressed 

without complaint. I breathed a huge sigh of relief 

that the crisis had been averted — at least for the 

time being. Nonetheless, I want to be prepared for 

the next time my son balks at going to church since, 

like any 6-year-old, he is likely to protest any activity 

that doesn’t coincide with his playtime plans. 
 

So in the hopes of minimizing the frequency of these 

protests and in order to lay the groundwork for a 

liberal, open-minded faith, I have devised the 

following strategies: 

1. To focus on church as a positive experience, 

rather than a chore. 

2. To pray together as a family more often, listening 

to the personal prayers of each family member. 

3. To talk more openly about God as a loving 

network of kindness, empathy and forgiveness, 

and avoiding easy religious catchphrases. 

4. To emphasize the importance of learning more 

about our own personal faith and the faiths of 

others. 

5. To attend church as regularly as possible and 

combine it with other fun family activities, like 

trips to a new park, picking up donuts or going to 

the zoo. 

This is definitely a work-in-progress, but above all, I 

believe that it is important to empathize with our 

children’s feelings and acknowledge that even 

adults struggle with mixed feelings about church, 

religion, and spirituality. I don’t have all the answers.  
 

I don’t always want to go to church. And I have 

doubts, questions and concerns. By admitting these 

feelings, and offering my children a faith community 

that allows them to experience these feelings as 

well, perhaps I can lay the groundwork for a loving, 

open-minded and authentic faith for my children. 

 

Christine Organ blogs about life, love and humanity 

at Random Reflectionz. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

http://randomreflectionz.com/


 
Message from one of our mums…… 

Hi All, I just wanted to congratulate everyone on such a 
fabulous carnival! We had the best day! It was so well 

organised and it had such a great community feel. 
Well done to all involved. I'm sure you all slept well on 

Saturday night. 

� �

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

 

 

New Cashless System is in the 

Canteen! 
 

St Ambrose is constantly on the lookout for 

new ways to make your interactions with 

school more convenient. That’s why we’ve 

engaged with Flexischools, to provide a 

new cashless way for you to pay for the 

canteen service. 

 

Order and pay for a range of school 

services online with Flexischools online 

ordering… 

 

Flexischools is the fast, convenient and 

secure way to order and pay for [SERVICES 

WITH FLEXISCOOLS] from home or on your 

mobile. Flexischools makes our school 

service[s] available to you 24/7 

 

 Parents set up a Flexischools 

account online and pre-load the 

account with funds. 

 Parent can use the funds in their 

account to order and pay for a 

range of services online 

 Parents can view their orders online 

and can set a daily spending limit. 

 

Get Started with Flexischools… 

Set up an account for online ordering… 

 

You can set up an account online – it only 

takes a minute.   

1. Register for Flexischools by visiting 

www.flexischools.com.au.  Add your 

student, their school and form class 

to get started. 

2. Top-Up your account via Visa, 

Mastercard, PayPal or direct deposit. 

3. Make an order by selecting from the 

range of options made available by 

your school and proceed to make 

payment for the order listed in your 

order pad. 

4. Review Orders by logging back in to 

your Flexischools account. You can 

set recurring orders, view transaction 

history or cancel orders via your 

Flexischools login. 

http://www.flexischools.com.au/


 

What does it cost? 
Online Ordering Fees - $0.29 per order 

Account Top-Up Fees - Direct Deposit $0.00 

Credit card (visa/MasterCard)$0.15+1% 

PayPal     $0.15+1% 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 
Our New Mini Vinnies for 2017 

 
Yesterday afternoon two members of the St 

Vincent de Paul Society came to our school 

assembly to commission the Social Justice 

Team as Mini Vinnies!  Lola Rowe, St Vincent de 

Paul Society’s Schools 

Liaison Officer, and 

another member, Dell, 

witnessed the Social 

Justice Team read out 

their pledges before 

presenting the students 

with their Mini Vinnie 

badges.  Lola is looking 

forward to working 

with the students over the year and supporting 

them in their initiatives. 

What is Mini Vinnies? 
Mini Vinnies are groups of primary school aged 

children who are committed to making a 

positive difference to their world and 

community through simple but effective 

initiatives.  It is a way to make beliefs and 

values meaningful and relevant through 

action. 

What do Mini Vinnies do? 
Responding to the call to love our neighbour, 

Mini Vinnies meet regularly to learn about and 

discuss community issues that are important to 

them.  It requires students to invest their own 

time and talents to understand the issue 

behind the activity, and reflecting on how it 

will benefit others. 

 

 

 
 

Massive kudos to Charlie P for raising over 

$ 1600.00 for the Leukaemia Foundation - 

thanks to ALL who donated!  

 

 
 
 



Celebrating Catholic Education Week at 
St Patrick’s Cathedral Last Friday 

 
 

St Patrick’s Day Mass 

On the 17th of March, 10 grade 6’s went to 
Melbourne to go to St. Patrick’s Cathedral and 
attend a special St Patrick’s Day Mass. Declan and 
Molly left the group to represent our school at the 
start of the mass by walking in with the school flag. 
The mass was amazing and inside the Cathedral it 
was a great sight. After the mass most of the schools 
went to the Fitzroy Gardens to listen to a few of the 
schools perform for all the children. At the end of the 
day it was a great experience for all and we would 
like to thank Mrs Geisler and Joel Dwyer for coming 
along and looking after us. 
 

By Molly and Hannah 5/6F 

 

 

 
So Much to Celebrate!  

 

Student Awards 

 

PrepR  Chiara M 
For her wonderful knowledge of letters and the 
sounds they make. She even knows blends! 
PrepR  Tahlia J 
For always coming into school ready for learning 
and giving 100% in everything she does! 
P/1E  Angus W 
For sharing his quick recall of number facts with his 
peers! 
P/1E  Isabelle D 
For working well at all times and being a friendly 
class member. 
1/2R  Evie L 
For improving her “Read to Self” stamina and using 
many reading strategies. 
1/2R  Daniel S 
For explaining his predictions in Inquiry. 
1/2T  Millie S 
For having a happy smile and enjoying school. 
1/2T  Max S 
For asking great questions and using an inquiring 
mind.  
3/4M  Charlotte S 
For her creative imaginary folktale story of “Robin 
Hood”  
3/4P  Michaela K-K  
For always listening carefully to instructions in 
class.  
5/6R’s Grade 5 Students 
For excellent representation of St. Ambrose at 
Sacred Heart College. 
4/5BW’s Grade 5 Students 
For excellent representation of St. Ambrose at 
Sacred Heart College. 
5/6F’s Grade 5 Students 
For excellent representation of St. Ambrose at 
Sacred Heart College. 
4/5WB  Archie B 
For writing a great imaginary recount about an 
eerie encounter! 
5/6F  Joshua B 
For being a true “gentleman”. Well done! 
5/6F  Hannah D 
For always showing great Leadership in the 
classroom! 
5/6R  Charlie P 
For relinquishing his “beloved hair” in order to 
support those less fortunate.  

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

5th March  Chloe M (1/2T) 
7th March  John F (3/4M) 
8th March  Jordan V (1/2T) 
9th March  Anna M (4/5WB) 
16th March  Luke C (1/2T) 
20th March  Lucy P (3/4M) 
20th March  Liam C (3/4P) 
20th March  Harry S (PrepR) 
20th March  Mason F (PrepR) 

 
 

 
St Ambrose Sports Star of the Week -Harrison D 
For a consistently enthusiastic approach in P.E. 

 

St Ambrose Sports Star of the Week - Ben C 
For excellent sportsmanship and attitude in P.E 

lessons. 

 

 
 

 
Congratulations Laura G (3/4M) you have 
achieved a Gold Certificate!! 
 

Congratulations Fynn R (3/4P) you have 
achieved a Gold Certificate!! 
 
 
 
 
 

Community News 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 



Community News 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community News 
 

 
 

 

 

 



Community News 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Community News 
 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 



 


