
 

 

 
 

NEWSLETTER NO .10 
THURSDAY ,  APRIL 20,  2017

 
 

Welcome back to school! A belated happy 

Easter to each and every one of you! 
 

We cannot get over how great the weather 

continues to be. This first week has flown and 

next week will very much be the same.  
 

Yesterday, as a school, we gathered to 

celebrate Eastertide and to reflect upon the 

importance of this season with our students. 

Sitting there in the congregation, I could not but 

help wish that every parent was there to share 

and experience this liturgy. It was one of those 

occasions when you can say that you were 

spiritually uplifted. If you do get the chance to 

participate in one of the school liturgies or 

Masses, we would love you to experience what 

we did yesterday. 

 
 

 
ANZAC DAY MARCH –  25 T H  APRIL 

Last year, our school received enormous praise 

for the support shown at the Woodend ANZAC 

Day March. Our school uniform highlighted just 

how many of our students and families were 

there. We were asked how we managed to get 

so many students to participate. The key is not 

so much what the school is doing but what you, 

as families do, to instil in your child/ren the 

importance of this day. A day that we stop to 

reflect upon the courage and sacrifice of our 

service men and women.  

As a school community, we will be gathering at 

11.15am for an 11.30am start in front of the 

‘Double 8 Chinese Restaurant’ in the main street.  

 

We again ask you to consider attending this 

year’s ANZAC Day March and to again remind 

our younger generation of the values, deeds, 

courageousness and selflessness of those who 

served and continue to serve our great 

country.  

 
 

Week 2 
Monday: 24.04 

 Staff Professional Learning Day - School Closure Day – 

Student not to attend. 

Tuesday: 25.04 

 ANZAC Day – (Public Holiday) 

Wednesday: 26.04 

 Class Mass – Grade 3/4M 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons – 11.30am – 8.00pm 

Thursday: 27.04 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm – 5.15pm 

 School Advisory Meeting 7.00pm 

Friday: 28.04 

 Emergency Displan Practice – 12.45pm 

Saturday: 29.04 

  Parish Family Mass – Grade 3/4M 

Sunday: 30.04 

 Third Sunday of Easter 

 

Are You Here Next Year? 

As the school continues to have a high number 

of requests for placement into next year’s 

program, we ask that if your child is not 

attending St Ambrose next year that you please 

let us know ASAP. This will allow us to ensure 

other families do not miss out. 
 

 

 



 

 

Week 3 
Monday: 1.05 

 Grade 3 – 6 Rotations (We need help in the 

canteen especially on this day due to Erica 

assisting with the Grade 5/6 Food Tech Class. 

Please let the office know if you’re available!) 

Wednesday: 3.05 

 Class Mass: 9.30am – Prep/1 E 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons – 11.30am – 8.00pm 

Thursday: 4.05 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm – 5.15pm 

Sunday: 7.05 

 Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Week 4 
Monday: 8.05 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

 Mother’s Day Stall 

Tuesday: 9.05 

 NAPLAN – Grade 3 & 5 

 Deputy Principals Network - Deb 

Wednesday: 10.05 

 NAPLAN – Grade 3 & 5 

 Class Mass: 9.30am – Prep R 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons – 11.30am – 8.00pm 

Thursday: 11.05 

 NAPLAN – Grade 3 & 5 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm – 5.15pm 

Saturday: 13.05 

 St Ambrose Ladies Night Out – See Flyer.  

Sunday: 14.05 

 Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 Mother’s Day 

Week 5 

Monday: 15.05 

 COBAW Soccer (Grade 6) 

Tuesday: 16.05 

  Grade 3 – 6 Rotations 

Wednesday: 17.05  

 Mother’s Day Breakfast: 7.30am 

 Family Week Whole School Mass – 9.30am 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons – 11.30am – 8.00pm 

Thursday: 18.05 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm – 5.15pm 

Sunday: 21.05 

  Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Week 6 
Monday: 22.05 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

Wednesday: 24.05 

 Class Mass: 9.30am – Grade 3/4P 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons – 11.30am – 8.00pm 

Thursday: 25.05 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm – 5.15pm 

Friday: 26.05 

 National Sorry Day 

Saturday: 27.05 

 Parish Family Mass – Grade 3/4P 

Sunday: 28.05 

 Ascension Of The Lord 

Week 7 
Monday: 29.05 

 COBAW Soccer (Grade 6) 

Tuesday: 30.05 

 Grade 3 – 6 Rotations 

Wednesday: 31.05 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons – 11.30am – 8.00pm 

Thursday: 1.06  

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm – 5.15pm 

 

Sunday: 4.06 

 Pentecost Sunday 

Week 8 
Monday: 5.06 

 Grade 6 Canberra Camp  

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

Tuesday: 6.06 

  Grade 6 Canberra Camp  

Wednesday: 7.06 

 Grade 6 Canberra Camp  

 Class Mass: 9.30am – Grade 1/2T 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons – 11.30am – 8.00pm 

Thursday: 8.06 

 Grade 6 Canberra Camp  

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm – 5.15pm 

Friday: 9.06 

 Grade 6 Canberra Camp  

 2018 Prep Applications Close 

Saturday: 10.06 

 Woodend Winter Arts Festival 

Sunday: 11.06 

  The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ 

Week 9 
Monday: 12.06 

 School Closure – Queen’s Birthday 

Tuesday: 13.06 

 Grade 3-6 Rotations 

Wednesday: 14.06 

 COBAW Winter Sports (Grade 5 & 6’s) 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons – 11.30am – 8.00pm 

Thursday: 15.06 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm – 5.15pm 

 School Advisory Committee Meeting 7.30pm 

 

Week 10 
Monday: 19.06 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

Wednesday: 21.06 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons: 11.30am – 8.00pm 

Friday: 23.06 

 Evidence Into Action Workshop No.2 (Leadership 

Team) 

Saturday: 24.06 

 Parish Family Mass – Grade 5/6R 

Week 11 
Tuesday: 27.06 

 Grade 3 – 6 Rotations 

 Parent Teacher Interviews – 3.45pm to 7.45pm 

Wednesday: 28.06 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons: 11.30am – 8.00pm 

Thursday: 29.06 

 Parent Teacher Interviews – 3.45pm to 7.45pm 

Friday: 30.06 

 Whole School Mass of Thanksgiving: 12.30pm 

 End of Term 2 

 Students dismissed at 1.30pm 

 CANTEEN ORDERING TIMES 

STARTING TERM 2 
Following further feedback, we have adjusted 

the ordering time to allow parents to order 

online up till 8.00am on the morning that 

canteen is operating. We know that this will 

make a huge difference to many of our busy 

families. 



 

 

 

 
THE R INGING OF THE BELLS 
Our school bells have now been updated!  

A special thank you to Graham Glasson who 

has used his talents to construct an amazing 

system that ensures that our school bells are 

always on time. Technology continues to be 

an amazing thing.  

The bells will either toll once or 5 times 

depending on the school timetable. 

 

There is a specific change to the expectation 

regarding students being ready to commence 

classes.  

 

This change is reflected in a bell that will toll 5 

times at 8.55am indicating that all students 

should be in their classroom in readiness to start 

at 9.00am. Arriving at least 5 minutes before 

things start is a key life skill that will help our 

students later in life.  

 

There is nothing fashionable about being late! 

The following outlines the daily school 

timetable. 

 

8.30 am (1 toll of the bell) 

Corridors opened to allow students to 

access internal toilets and gather in 

foyer. This is particularly important on 

those cold Woodend mornings. 

Staff member on playground 

supervision. 

 

8.45 am (1 toll of the bell)  

Classrooms are open for students to 

place bags in lockers, to prepare items 

for the day or have a catch up chat with 

the teacher. Parents wishing to speak to 

the teacher at this time are asked to 

ensure that it be kept brief or to make 

an appointment at the end of the day 

as this time is a valuable time for the 

student and the teacher in developing 

their relationships and final class 

preparation time prior to class 

beginning. Teachers are very happy to 

call you back during the day to follow 

up anything you may wish to discuss. This 

is however a great time for parents to 

come into the classrooms and ask their 

child to show them what they have 

been doing in class. It provides your 

child with the opportunity to see things 

that you may not have otherwise seen 

at home. 

 

8.50am (1 toll of the bell)  

A single bell will toll reminding student to 

head to their classroom if they haven’t 

done so already. 

 

8.55am (5 tolls of the bell) 

Class begins in 5 minutes. Students begin 

to gather for Morning Prayer.  

 

If your child is later than 9.00am, you as 

a parent, are required to attend the 

office in person to sign your child in and 

collect a late pass. Please note that a 

child cannot sign themselves in, this is 

your responsibility.   

 

9.00 am (1 toll of the bell)  

Start of 1st Learning & Teaching Session. 

 

11.00 am (1 toll of the bell)  

End of Learning & Teaching Session. 

Playlunch eaten in class (5 minutes). 

Classroom teachers are to check that all 

students are wearing school hat prior to 

going to play and encourage the 

application of sunscreen. 

 

11.05 am (5 tolls of the bell)  

Children sent out to recess. 

 

11.25 am (5 tolls of the bell)  

Class begins in 5 minutes. Students to 

assemble under the shade sail near the 

oval and then return orderly and quietly 

to their classroom. 

 

11.30 am (1 toll of the bell)  

Start of 2nd Learning & Teaching Session. 

 

1.30 pm  

End of Learning & Teaching Session. 

Playlunch eaten in class (10 minutes). 

Classroom teachers are to check that all 

students are wearing school hat prior to 

going to play and encourage the 

application of sunscreen. 

 

1.40pm (1 toll of the bell)  

Children sent out to recess. 

 



 

 

2.25pm (5 tolls of the bell)  

Class begins in 5 minutes. Students to 

assemble and then return orderly and 

quietly to their classroom. 

2.30 pm (1 toll of the bell)  

Start of 3rd Learning & Teaching Session. 

3.25 pm (1 toll of the bell)  

Prayer followed by reflection on learning 

achievements of the day. 

3.30 pm (5 tolls of the bell)  

End of Learning & Teaching Session. 

Students dismissed to go home. 

 

 

2017 Liturgy Leaders 

Congratulations to Hannah & Alyssa on taking 

up the role of Liturgy Leaders for our school. 

 

Our inaugural Liturgy Leaders for 2017, Hannah 

Dwyer and Alyssa Loschiavo were commissioned 

during Wednesday’s Easter Paraliturgy.     

Our liturgy leaders take great pride in setting an 

example in the prayer life of the classroom and the 

whole school.   

Hannah and Alyssa will have a variety of 

responsibilities in which they will support the 

prayer life of St Ambrose Parish Primary School, 

including: helping plan, prepare and lead school 

masses, supporting the Religious Education Leader 

in creating school displays and regularly meeting to 

discuss how we can continue to guide the school in 

the way Jesus intended. 

Hannah and Alyssa are also encouraged to put 

forward their ideas for developing Catholic life 

from a child’s point of view, so for their first 

initiative they designed and created Prayer Cards 

for all the Prep students and their parents!  These 

were given out at the end of the Prep’s in Pyjamas 

evening at the end of last term. 

Mrs. Geisler – Religious Education Leader 

 
 

 

 
Poppies are red, violets are blue. 

They fought for our country to help save 
you, 

 

They travelled across the sea and 
fought for peace 

So that we could all be free, 
 

The poppies show the blood on the field  
So that we know they had been killed, 

 

So on ANZAC day, 
We all want to say you fought & fought 

for this day. 
 

By Molly 5/6F 
 

 
 

As we rot away in this foul place,  
I remember why i came. 

We thought it would be easy, 
But we thought wrong. 

 

Gun fire shot across the trenches, 
All dead soldiers rise up to heaven. 

As bodies fall across the plain, 
I make a promise to myself, 

To never come again. 
 

By Cai 5/6F  
 
 
 

 



 

 

St Ambrose Dress Code 
Winter Uniform – Term 2 & 3 

 
Students at St. Ambrose are required to wear a 

formal compulsory identifying uniform, which 

distinguishes them as a member of the school. 

The uniform provides an opportunity for the 

students to display pride not only in themselves 

but in their membership of the school. During 

Term 2 & 3, winter uniform is to be worn. (Please 

note that there is a transition period of two 

weeks at the start of Term 2 and at the end of 

Term 3 that takes into consideration the 

changing of the seasons.) 

 
As of Monday 1st of May all students should be 

dressed in the following uniform taking into 

consideration the transition from the old to the 

new uniform. 

    

GIRLS’ WINTER UNIFORM  

School pinafore with inverted pleats front and 

back. 

Long sleeve blue shirt with logo   

Navy blue tights or socks (Knee high) 

Black leather school shoes   

Navy blue hair ties 

School pullover with logo / and or   

Navy Soft Shell Jacket with logo. 

School Beanie  
 

OR 

Long sleeve blue shirt with logo  

Navy long pants   

White school socks 

Black leather school shoes   

Blue hair ties 

School pullover with logo / and or   

Navy Soft Shell Jacket with logo. 

School Beanie  

 

BOYS’ WINTER UNIFORM  

Long / short sleeve blue shirt with logo  

Navy long pants or shorts   

Navy school socks (Strictly no anklet socks) 

Black leather school shoes   

School pullover with logo / and or   

Navy Soft Shell Jacket with logo. 

School Beanie  

 

SPORTS UNIFORM (Boys & Girls) The sports 

uniform is only to be worn on days that the 

students are participating in Physical Education 

classes or designated sports events such as 

cross country.  

Tracksuit pants with school logo / and or - 

Sports shorts with school logo 

Short / Long Sleeve Sport Polo with Logo 

Navy Soft Shell Jacket with logo. 

Sun Smart School Hat (T.1/T.4) 

School Beanie (T.2/T.3) – Optional 

White sports socks (Strictly no anklet socks) 

Sneakers 

 



 

 

SCHOOL BAGS    

St Ambrose school bag  

 

APPLICATION OF THE DRESS CODE 

 The Dress Code applies during school hours, 

while travelling to and from school, and 

when students are on school excursions. 

 

 Summer and winter uniforms, as well as 

sports uniforms are prescribed, and are 

required to be worn. 

 

 Stud earrings and sleepers worn in the ears, 

plus watches are the only acceptable 

jewellery.  

 

 Extreme hair colours (e.g. green, pink or 

purple rinses) and/or extreme hairstyles (e.g. 

spikes or mohawk) are not permitted. 

 

 Other than clear nail polish, cosmetics may 

not be worn at school. 

 

 The only headwear that is acceptable is Sun 

smart hats consistent with our Sun Smart 

policy or the school beanie.  

 

 Hair that is longer than shoulder length is to 

be worn tied back as a health and safety 

measure. Ribbons, clips, bands (non plastic 

only) and ‘scrunchies’ are to be of navy 

colour. 

 

  The School Advisory Committee requires the 

Principal to be responsible for 

implementation of the Dress Code in a 

manner consistent with the Student Code of 

Conduct. 

 

 Arrangements can be made to supply 

uniforms for families experiencing economic 

hardship through consultation with the 

Principal. 

 

 Parents seeking exemptions to the Dress 

Code due to religious beliefs, ethnic or 

cultural background, student disability, 

health condition or economic hardship must 

discuss this directly with the Principal. 

 

MONEY MATTERS 
We have had an unidentifiable deposit made 

into the school bank account on  

6 March 2017 

Description: Vic Teachers MB 80687 school fees 

– if you made this payment please contact 

Karen so we can allocate it accurately.  

 

  

WHAT IS PRAYER? 
Each year, at the ANZAC Day service, we 

reflect and give thanks for those who gave of 

themselves; but we also pray. It can seem 

strange that at a secular service, a religious 

prayer, the “Our Father” is recited.  
 

So why do we pray? 
 

The following provides an insight into what 

prayer is. In reading each one, you might find 

that one or two, maybe all, strike a chord with 

you. 
 

 Prayer is us as we are meeting God as God 

is. 

 In prayer, we reflect on things that really 

matter to us. 

 These might be things within our experience. 

Christians believe that God dwells within all 

things - he is "immanent". 

 They might be things beyond our 

experience - Christians believe God is 

beyond our imagination. God is 

"transcendent". 

 Prayer is a journey of exploration.... Into 

yourself, into the world around you, and into 

God. It's not so very different from playing - 

children are good at that! 

 It's a journey you never reach the end of. 

 Prayer is telling it like it is. If it isn't honest, it 

isn't prayer! Anyway, who do you think you 

are fooling? 

 Children know how to pray – they just don't 

always know that our adult words 'pray', 

'God' etc. are talking about the same things 

as they have been experiencing all their 

lives. However it is something they can 

forget how to do as they get older if we 

don't help them to grow in their 

understanding of it. 

 

Last term, our Prep families gathered to help our 

children pray, to experience several of the 

things stated above and to reinforce the 

importance of developing within their child a 



 

 

prayer life, a “mindfulness” toward themselves, 

their world and God.  

 
The ancient Celtic church called this "Tuning the 

five stringed harp” - Focusing the five senses of 

sight smell hearing, touch and taste helps us to 

engage the whole of ourselves in worship. 

 

The Human Need to Touch 
 
When tourists visit a so-called ‘beauty-spot’, they 
feel the need to take photos on their smart-phones, 
buy cards and souvenirs. They want to have some 
tangible memento to take home and show their 
friends which will help to keep alive their memory of 
the place. 
 
You see this especially with pilgrims to the Holy 
Land. They want to touch and kiss things. They buy 
lots of souvenirs. And they collect lots of little things 
to take back home with them from the various holy 
places they visit – a leaf, a wildflower, a pebble, a 
bottle of water, a little soil … they want to have 
something tangible to take away to show their 
friends, and as a visible reminder to themselves of 
their trip. And here we are talking about people 
whose faith is sound and sure. 
 
This expresses the universal human need for the 
visible, the concrete, the tangible. Hence, we can 
sympathise with Thomas when he declared that he 
would not believe the Lord was risen unless he 
actually touched him. He was merely echoing the 
human cry for certainty. Nevertheless, where faith is 
concerned we have to go beyond this. Because here 
on earth there is no such thing as absolute certainty 
about spiritual things. If there was, faith would not be 
necessary. 
 
Why did Thomas insist that he had to touch Jesus? 
Wasn’t seeing him enough? He had to touch him in 
order to be healed. He had seen others healed by 
touching him. Some of these were healed by 
touching just the hem of his robe, so strong was their 
faith. But Thomas’ faith was so weak that he had to 
touch Jesus himself. In truth, Thomas was the 
wounded one. His mind was darkened by doubt. His 
heart was broken with grief. Even though these 
wounds were invisible, they were very real and 
painful. But Jesus was able to see them. It was he 
who touched Thomas’ wounds, and so made him 
whole and well again. 
 
The human heart is healed only by the presence of 
another human being who understands human pain. 
The Lord’s wounds help us to recognise our own 
wounds, and to find healing for them. His wounds 
were caused by his love. They were proof of his love. 
 
The story of Doubting Thomas brings home to us 
just how frail is the human container in which the gift 
of faith is carried. And it also shows us that Christian 
faith is essentially faith in a Person who loves us – 
and has wounds to prove it. That person is Jesus. At 
the heart of biblical faith is not only the faith we have 
in God, but the faith God has in us. 
 
Ref: GPBSeNews –Weekly Parables for Catholic 
Schools  



 

 

With Thanks… 

 
Keeley W (5/6R) would like to extend her 
deepest gratitude to the St Ambrose and 
Woodend community for their generous 
donations for The Royal Children's Hospital 
Good Friday Appeal this year.  
Keeley raised an amazing $1510.90 this 
year - another record amount! Thanks so 
much everyone!  
 

 
 
 

 
St Ambrose Sports Star of the Week - Charlotte 

S 
For helping out a fellow student in Cross Country 

run - Well done Charlotte! 

 

St Ambrose Sports Star of the Week - Asha D-T 
For her excellent attitude towards Cross Country 

run. 
 

 

 

Congratulations  Josh G (5/6F) you have 
achieved a Gold Certificate!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

20th March  Lucy P (3/4M) 
24th March  Gus H (4/5WB) 
24th March  Max H (4/5WB) 
25th March  Patrick S (3/4M) 
31st March  Micah W (PrepR) 
3rd April  Tobi D-T (5/6F) 
7th April  Hunter C (P/1E) 
7th April  Matilda W (5/6R) 
7th April  Aidan W ((1/2T) 
8th April  Anouk R(PrepR) 
11th April  Lily B (5/6R) 
13th April  Patrick C (3/4P) 
13th April  Gracie C (PrepR) 
13th April  Jack C (1/2T) 
18th April  Oran C (1/2T) 
19th April  Yuki B (5/6F) 
19th April   Sakura B (5/6R) 
20th April  Harry L (5/6R) 
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Community News 
The Lab is a growing network of technology clubs 
for 9 to 16 year-old young people diagnosed with 
Autism who enjoy working with computers. The Lab 
offers mentoring by technology professionals in 
areas such as programming, 3D, digital design and 
gaming. 
 

Windarring and the Macedon Ranges Autism 
Network have partnered to present the Kyneton 
Lab which will be restarting on Wednesday 19th 
April at 58 Mollison Street KYNETON in the Hub 
behind the Kyneton Copy Centre. 
The mentors will be Phil and Matthew. 
Time 5pm – 7pm 
Cost $20.00 per session. 
 
Please register your interest 
at http://thelab.org.au/join.  We must have at least 6 
children for the Lab to run.  Any questions contact 
Fiona on 0414891107 or president@mran.com.au 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

http://thelab.org.au/join
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