
 

 

 
 

NEWSLETTER NO .14 
THURSDAY ,  MAY 18T H ,  2017

 
 

Week 6 
Monday: 22.05 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

Wednesday: 24.05 

 Class Mass: 9.30am – Grade 3/4P 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons – 10:00am – 

8.00pm 

Thursday: 25.05 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm – 5.15pm 

Friday: 26.05 

 National Sorry Day 

 Walk to School Day 

Saturday: 27.05 

 Parish Family Mass – Grade 3/4P 

Sunday: 28.05 

 Ascension Of The Lord 

Week 7 
Tuesday: 30.05 

 Grade 3 – 6 Rotations 

Wednesday: 31.05 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons – 10.00am – 

8.00pm 

Thursday: 1.06  

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm – 5.15pm 

 School Advisory Development Meeting 

7.00pm 

Sunday: 4.06 

 Pentecost Sunday 

 
 

Conveyance Allowance Forms need to be 
returned to the office by 19th May, 2017. See 

inside for further details. 

 

 
"Walk to School" day will be celebrated on 

Friday 26th May 2017. There will be an organised 

walk to school from two meeting points in 

Woodend.   There will be plenty of staff on site 

to ensure the walk is safe and fun. We will gather 

at 7.50am leaving at 8.00am. A delicious 

breakfast will be served in the hall from 8.15am. 

The two meeting points are: 

North Side of Woodend: The Bentinck - corner of 

High Street & Woodend – Romsey Rd 

South Side of Woodend: Corner of Coach House 

Boulevard and Blackforest Drive. 

To assist with catering we ask that you please 

respond to the CareMonkey that will be sent out 

soon. 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

Celebrating Family Week  

 
Thank you to all the Mums, young and old, who 

were able to join us for breakfast this past 

Wednesday morning. Given it was our very first 

Mothers’ Day Breakfast, we had an amazing 

turn out of parents. A very special thanks to 

both the Mums and Dads who assisted on the 

morning in making it a great success.  

 

Catholic School Funding 
Over the past few weeks, there has been a lot 

of information in the media about the Turnbull 

Government’s Quality Schools funding 

package and its impact on Catholic school 

fees. 
 

The package proposed by the Government is 

a 10-year funding model, which will see 

significant changes to how Catholic schools 

are funded in the future.  
 

Like the majority of Catholic schools, St 

Ambrose aims to be open and accessible to 

all families seeking a Catholic education. That 

means we aim to be as affordable as possible.  
 

One of the big impacts of the Turnbull 

Government’s funding package, if 

implemented in its current form, is that Catholic 

school fees will have to rise. 
 

This won’t happen tomorrow, but over the next 

10 years, cuts to school funding will mean fees 

will gradually increase. 

 

Catholic education leaders across Australia 

have been working hard to make sure the 

Government and the Opposition understand 

that our students will be disadvantaged by the 

funding model. 
 

Everything is being done to make sure the 

Turnbull Government’s funding package does 

not become law. 
 

That’s where our school community comes in. 

In coming weeks, please keep an eye out in 

the school newsletter (or at the bottom of 

school bags) for information about how you 

can add your voice to help prevent 

unreasonable fee increases.  
 

We need to step up. Unreasonable fee 

increases are only a possibility at this stage – 

not a certainty. Parents in nearly 500 other 

Catholic schools in Victoria have also been 

asked to get ready and join the campaign.  
 

With your help, we can make sure our 

politicians in Canberra are listening to Catholic 

schools. 

 

 
Replacement Teachers 

Over the last several weeks, we have had a 

higher than usual number of staff away due to 

illness. Added to the mix is teacher professional 

development that is an absolute must in 

ensuring we are able to continually improve our 

teacher quality. 

When a teacher is away for more than 2 or 3 

days, it can invariably have an impact on the 

teaching and learning program of the students 

within that classroom. Teacher preparedness 

and planning can have a great influence on 

the impact upon this. 

At St Ambrose we try our utmost to use the same 

replacement teachers in the same classrooms 

for the duration of leave taken. We do this to 

ensure that replacement teachers get to know 

the students and their needs and are familiar 

with school’s expectations and culture. 

However, getting the same teacher in is 

sometimes just not possible and this can result in 



 

 

a classroom having as many different 

replacement teachers as days taken. 

Something we try to avoid at all costs. 

If we are aware of a teacher taking long service 

or requires leave for a period of time and have 

been given ample notice, our practice is to 

inform the families of students within that 

classroom. This is however very difficult when we 

are given very short notice, nor have any 

certainty as to the length of leave when related 

to medical or personal issues. 

In Term 3, four of our staff will be taking long-

service leave; Mrs Geisler, Ms Roberts, Mr Portelli 

& Ms Clare Shannon. Their replacements have 

already been sourced so as to ensure 

consistency in the teaching and learning 

program. A letter will be sent out to the families 

of students in those grades later this term, 

informing parents of the dates that these staff 

will be away and who will be replacing them. 

Long service leave, like maternity leave is 

cyclical and occurs in all work forces. Our 

endeavour is to ensure that the replacement 

teacher is the best possible person for the 

students in their care. 

A very considered thank you to families who 

have been so understanding during the last 

couple of weeks and a further thanks to Mrs 

Debbie Geisler who continues to do an 

amazing job in managing replacement staff.  

 

 

Social Justice News 
The Social Justice Team are looking for 

donations of pencils to donate to Primary 

Schools in East Timor. They don’t have to be new 

pencils at all – just have a look around at home 

and bring in any grey lead or coloured pencils 

that you no longer use or need.  
 

Thanks to everyone who has already donated 

to this worthy cause. We will be accepting 

donations until next Friday 26th May.  

 
 
 

At this week’s Social Justice Team/Mini Vinnie’s 

Cai picked out the prayer below “Prayer of 

Poverty” for us to reflect upon. 

 



 

 

How does this prayer speak to me?  Does it call 

me to action?  How does it inform or change my 

thinking? 

Cai really liked this prayer… 

“It’s one of my favourite prayers because it’s 

about something really important and 

meaningful. Sadly poverty is a situation that so 

many people experience in this world and 

many can’t do anything about it. Other people 

don’t have the good things that so many of us 

have.”          

Q: What do you think? 

St Ambrose Social Justice 
Team/Mini Vinnies for 2017 
Ruby, Lily, Patrick, Lorelei, 
Maisy, Hannah, Cai, Thomas, 
Dana and Alyssa 

 

CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE 
PROGRAM 

The conveyance allowance is a form of financial 
assistance to help families in rural and regional 
Victoria with the cost of transporting their children 
to their nearest appropriate school/campus.  The 
conveyance allowance is available to eligible 
students travelling by public transport, private car 
and private bus.  The conveyance allowance is also 
available to eligible students whose nearest school 
is not serviced by a free school bus. 
 
Eligibility criteria 
The eligibility criteria varies depending on the type 
of school attended and where it is located. 
 
Students attending a government or non-
government school must: 

 attend their nearest government or non-
government school/campus appropriate to 
their year level at which admission is 
permissible 

 be enrolled at a school/campus outside 
Melbourne’s metropolitan conveyance 
boundary 

 reside 4.8km or more by the shortest 
practicable route from that school/campus 
attended 

 be of school age (5 to 18 years old at time 
of application) and reside in Victoria. 

 
If you believe you are eligible, please collect a 
form from the school office. Forms need to be 
returned to the office by 19th May, 2017. 
(Tomorrow) 

 
 

 

This Weekend’s Gospel 

Jn 14:15-21 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

I shall ask the Father and he will give you another 
Advocate. 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

‘If you love me you will keep my 

commandments. 

I shall ask the Father, 

and he will give you another Advocate 

to be with you for ever, 

that Spirit of truth 

whom the world can never receive 

since it neither sees nor knows him; 

but you know him, 

because he is with you, he is in you. 

I will not leave you orphans; 

I will come back to you. 

In a short time the world will no longer see me; 

but you will see me, 

because I live and you will live. 

On that day 

you will understand that I am in my Father 

and you in me and I in you. 

Anybody who receives my commandments and 

keeps them 

will be one who loves me; 

and anybody who loves me will be loved by my 

Father, 

and I shall love him and show myself to him.’ 

 
There are two strong images in today's 

gospel: the law and love. 

 In a few verses Jesus keeps moving between the 

two ideas because he knows how closely related 

they are. 

This can seem curious to modern ears because 

we have been duped into thinking that the law is 

the enemy of love, and that only freedom and joy 

are love's fruits. But think for a moment of 

people or projects we love, ones to which we are 

committed. We don't need a rulebook to call us 

to the most generous and sacrificial behaviour in 



 

 

their regard. We respond ‘above and beyond the 

call of duty’ not because of the law, but because 

of love. Jesus teaches us today that obedience to 

his commandments is a sub-set of our loving 

relationship with him. 

The word ‘obedience’ comes from the Latin 

word oboedire, meaning, ‘to listen carefully’. 

That's a gentler way of understanding Jesus' call. 

The more obedient we are to Christ's 

commandments, the more we are listening to his 

Spirit’s call in our lives. And what are these 

commandments to which we have to listen? 

Jesus said the whole law and the prophets could 

be summarised as ‘loving God and our neighbour, 

as we love ourselves’. If this seems too general a 

statement, then St Paul helps us fill out the 

details. Like Jesus, St Paul tells us the law of love 

is not primarily revealed in what we say, or how 

we feel, but in what we do. Christian love is an 

intensely practical affair. When we are patient, 

kind and gentle with each other we are obeying 

the law of love. So too when we forgive each 

other, tell the truth and remain faithful, we are 

listening most carefully to Christ's 

commandments. 

St Paul also tells us that another of the fruits of 

Christian love is self-control. Sacrifice and self-

control are really where the law of love comes 

into its own. The secular world keeps peddling 

the myth that self-expression is the only way to 

happiness. Most of us can see how irrational this 

position is and how unliveable the world would be 

if everyone expressed all their feelings and 

desires as they wished. Sometimes the most 

loving thing is to do nothing. If we are very angry 

with friends, for example, abusing them 

physically or verbally won't help. If we are 

sexually attracted to our best friend’s spouse, 

having an affair will end in tears. On a more 

positive note, if we are alert to the poverty in 

which others live in our world, making sacrifices 

so that they might have something will not take 

away from us at all. Self-control is the ally of 

love and it helps us sort out the appropriate time 

to undertake the appropriate action. 

The path to true happiness is found in being self-

controlled. The problem is that self-control 

doesn't come easily. We need to train ourselves 

in its art and practise it regularly and consistently 

so that we can enjoy seeing the benefits of 

winning smaller battles before we venture out on 

larger campaigns. If we cultivate an attitude of 

self-control, we can be sure that when we most 

need to exercise it, we are in charge of our 

emotional life rather than it being in charge of 

us. 

May this Eucharist effect a change of heart in us. 

May we embrace sacrifice and self-control as the 

doors to an even greater practical experience of 

the Risen Christ’s law of love. 

 

© Richard Leonard SJ. 

 

 

Week 8 
Monday: 5.06 

 Grade 6 Canberra Camp  

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

Tuesday: 6.06 

  Grade 6 Canberra Camp  

Wednesday: 7.06 

 Grade 6 Canberra Camp  

 Class Mass: 9.30am – Grade 1/2T 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons: 10:00am – 8.00pm 

Thursday: 8.06 

 Grade 6 Canberra Camp  

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm – 5.15pm 

Friday: 9.06 

 Grade 6 Canberra Camp  

 2018 Prep Applications Close 

Saturday: 10.06 

 Woodend Winter Arts Festival 

Sunday: 11.06 

  The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ 

Week 9 
Monday: 12.06 

 School Closure – Queen’s Birthday 

Tuesday: 13.06 

 Grade 3-6 Rotations 

Wednesday: 14.06 

 COBAW Winter Sports (Grade 5 & 6’s) 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons: 10:00am – 8.00pm 

Thursday: 15.06 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm – 5.15pm 

 School Advisory Committee Meeting 7.30pm 

 

Week 10 
Monday: 19.06 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

Wednesday: 21.06 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons: 10:00am – 8.00pm 

Friday: 23.06 

 Evidence Into Action Workshop No.2 (Leadership 

Team) 

Saturday: 24.06 

 Parish Family Mass – Grade 5/6R 

Week 11 
Tuesday: 27.06 

 Grade 3 – 6 Rotations 

 Parent Teacher Interviews – 3.45pm to 7.45pm 

Wednesday: 28.06 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons: 10:00am – 8.00pm 

Thursday: 29.06 

 Parent Teacher Interviews – 3.45pm to 7.45pm 

Friday: 30.06 

 Whole School Mass of Thanksgiving: 12.30pm 

 End of Term 2 

 Students dismissed at 1.30pm 

 

 



 

 

Canteen Recess Special gets 
the thumbs up!  
Come and get Erica’s new craze! Her 
spectacular rhubarb and apple crumble with 
yoghurt and delicious flower seeds…yum! It’s 
beautiful not just to taste but how it looks and it's 
only for $1.00, what a bargain!! 
100% full of your daily vitamins A, B, C, D, E, K 
and P. Some kids don’t have their breakfast in 
the morning and they can feel tired and bored 
by 2:00 pm. This would be great for them. Also 
a great treat for kids who love Sports as it has a 
tonne of rhubarb and apple slices with yoghurt 
and seeds - great energy! A fantastic, sweet and 
savoury taste it got our taste buds tingling!  
By Mietta, Faith & Jye 

 

Grade 4/5BW are in desperate need of your 
recycling! 
 
If you have any clean milk bottles, cereal 
boxes, wrapping paper or plastic wrap 
tubes, margarine containers, bottle tops, 
etc. Please bring them into Grade 4/5BW so 
we can use them to construct new 
inventions. Please, no toilet rolls.  
 
Thanking you in advance for your help with 
this. 

 

 
On the 15th of the May the Grade 6’s were off to 

soccer in Gisborne for the day. There were 2 teams 

the boys and the girls and right now I am writing 

about the boys’ team.  

The the first game we played was a loss against 

Woodend Primary the score was 1-0. The next game 

we played we drew 0-0 and the third game we won 1-0 

because of Harry’s amazing goal and Tobi’s amazing 

goal keeping skills and all the other dudes of course!  

Our fourth game we won 1-0 because of Elijah's 

great goal. The last game we played we won 2-0. We 

just missed out on the finals and we finished 3rd 

overall. We would like to thank John T and Leigh R 

for being our magnificent coaches. 

By Declan & Tobi  
 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

A Book Review  

Esio Trot - Roald Dahl 

 
Esio Trot is a great book written by Roald Dahl 

and illustrated by Quentin Blake.  

If you don’t know “esio trot” is tortoise spelled 

backwards.  

Esio Trot is a highly comical book and an 

unusual love story.  

It is about an old man called Mr Hoppy who is in 

love with his unit buddy above him, Mrs Silver. 

Unfortunately Mrs Silver only has eyes for her esio 

trot Alfie! 

How can Mr Hoppy ever compete with such a 

rival? 

He comes up with a bold plan to win his lady’s 

love, involving some clever riddles and a whole 

army of tortoises. 

 

Can you try to find out what the mystery of 

Roald Dahl’s riddle is?  

 

ESIO TROT, ESIO TROT, 

TEG REGGIB, SPAEH REGGIB DNA REGGIB NAHT 

UOY EVAH NEEB EROFEB.  

 

Did you figure out the code? 

 

By Charlee D-T and Ava M  

St Ambrose SRC Team Members 2017  

 
 

 
 

 

It is with great sadness that we inform you that 
Jenny Johnson, former St Ambrose Parent, 
PFA Member and Uniform Shop Helper passed 
away quietly and peacefully at home on 
Monday 1st May. At Jenny’s request, a very 
private funeral was held for her the following 
Friday. 
 

Jenny had been battling breast cancer for three 
years, and thanks to the care of her doctors 
and all the staff at the Epworth Hospital she 
was able to live a pretty full life during that 
time. However, eventually the treatments ran 
out. She was able to spend her last months at 
home and with those she loved. 
 

Jenny's family will be holding a memorial 
service in her honour at the Mt. Macedon 
Memorial Cross this Sunday 21 May, to 
enable the many people whose lives she 
touched to pay their respects and celebrate a 
life well lived. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 


