
 

 

 
 

NEWSLETTER NO .15 
THURSDAY ,  MAY 25T H ,  2017

 
Saturday: 27.05 

 Parish Family Mass – Grade 3/4P 

Sunday: 28.05 

 Ascension Of The Lord 

Week 7 
Tuesday: 30.05 

 Grade 3 – 6 Rotations 

Wednesday: 31.05 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons: 10am – 8pm 

Thursday: 1.06  

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm – 5.15pm 

 School Advisory Development Meeting 

7.00pm 

Sunday: 4.06 

 Pentecost Sunday 

Week 8 
Monday: 5.06 

 Grade 6 Canberra Camp  

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

Tuesday: 6.06 

  Grade 6 Canberra Camp  

Wednesday: 7.06 

 Grade 6 Canberra Camp  

 Class Mass: 9.30am – Grade 1/2T 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons: 10am – 8pm 

Thursday: 8.06 

 Grade 6 Canberra Camp  

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm – 5.15pm 

Friday: 9.06 

 Grade 6 Canberra Camp  

 2018 Prep Applications Close 

Saturday: 10.06 

 Woodend Winter Arts Festival 

Sunday: 11.06 

  The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ 

Tomorrow Morning!! 
There will be plenty of staff on site to ensure the 

walk is safe and fun. We will 

gather at 7.50am leaving at 

8.00am. A delicious breakfast 

will be served in the hall from 

8.15am. The two meeting points 

are: 

North Side of Woodend: The Bentinck - corner of 

High Street & Woodend – Romsey Rd 

South Side of Woodend: Corner of Coach House 

Boulevard and Blackforest Drive. 

 

 
 

This Is Learning 
Nobody's born smart. 

We all start at 0. 

Can't talk, can't walk, 

Certainly can't do algebra. 

Adding, reading, writing, riding a bike -- 

Nobody's good at anything at first. 
 

There was a time when Einstein couldn't count 

to 10, and Shakespeare had to learn his ABC's 

just like the rest of us. 

Thankfully, we're born to learn. 
 

Slowly, surely, you stumble, slip, crawl, fall, and 

fail, and fall. 

Frustrating, confusing, trying, struggling, until 

one day, you walk. 

One foot in front of the other. 

One idea on top of the next. 

Each wrong answer making your brain a little 

bit stronger. 
 

Failing is just another word for growing 

And you keep going. 

This is learning. 

Knowing that you'll get it even if you haven't 

gotten it yet. 

Because the most beautiful, complex 

concepts in the whole universe are built on 

basic ideas, 

That anyone can learn, 

Anyone can understand. 
 

Whoever you are, where ever you are. 

You only have to know one thing: 

You can learn anything. 



 

 

 

Week 9 
Monday: 12.06 

 School Closure – Queen’s Birthday 

Tuesday: 13.06 

 Grade 3-6 Rotations 

Wednesday: 14.06 

 COBAW Winter Sports (Grade 5 & 6’s) 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons: 10:00am – 8.00pm 

Thursday: 15.06 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm – 5.15pm 

 School Advisory Committee Meeting 7.30pm 

 

Week 10 
Monday: 19.06 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

Wednesday: 21.06 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons: 10:00am – 8.00pm 

Friday: 23.06 

 Evidence Into Action Workshop No.2 (Leadership 

Team) 

Saturday: 24.06 

 Parish Family Mass – Grade 5/6R 

Week 11 
Tuesday: 27.06 

 Grade 3 – 6 Rotations 

 Parent Teacher Interviews – 3.45pm to 7.45pm 

Wednesday: 28.06 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons: 10:00am – 8.00pm 

Thursday: 29.06 

 Parent Teacher Interviews – 3.45pm to 7.45pm 

Friday: 30.06 

 Whole School Mass of Thanksgiving: 12.30pm 

 End of Term 2 

 Students dismissed at 1.30pm 
 

 

 

Mid Year Student Reports 

Following on from the changes introduced last year, 

as a result of feedback from the School 

Improvement Data, our reports provided far greater 

information in regard to how a student has 

achieved against the learning criteria, but also 

information regarding the students application and 

work habits to the learning. These changes have 

been implemented to provide parents with a more 

comprehensive overview of the learning taking 

place and assessed against a four point scale: 

Not yet evident – Your child requires assistance and 

further development of this concept. 

Working towards – Your child is developing their 

understanding of this concept. 

Achieved -  Your child understands this concept 

and is able to demonstrate this ability. 

Exceeded – Your child has exceeded expectations 

of this concept. 

There continues to be great issues regarding 

feedback based upon teacher comment where 

parents have observed that report comments are 

often generic, computer program generated and 

provide little additional information regarding their 

child’s learning.  

To address this, teachers will not be providing written 

comment but will provide you as a parent, at the 

parent teacher interview, examples of your child’s 

achievements and challenges using work samples 

that demonstrate their progress. Such examples 

validate the report provided and are an excellent 

point from which to discuss areas of achievement 

or strategies for improvement. 

To ensure that such feedback is current and 

accurate, teachers are undertaking great care in 

moderating student work, together with ongoing 

assessments, so that the information provided in the 

report truly reflects the child’s ability against the 

requirements of the Victorian Curriculum. In doing 

this, we avoid having reports that produce a 

rollercoaster of results from year to year or are 

inaccurate and cannot be validated against what 

the student has produced or achieved. Our hope is 

to be able to ensure consistent progress over each 

semester based upon quality assessment and 

common teacher expectation.  Your child’s 

teacher will be able to demonstrate samples of 

work produced by your child to support their mid 

year report. 

 



 

 

 

This Weekend’s Gospel 

Mt 28:16-20 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

Matthew 

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. 

The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, to the 

mountain where Jesus had arranged to meet 

them. When they saw him they fell down before 

him, though some hesitated. Jesus came up and 

spoke to them. He said, ‘All authority in heaven 

and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, 

make disciples of all the nations; baptise them in 

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, and teach them to observe all the 

commandments I gave to you. And know that I am 

with you always; yes, to the end of time.’ 

We are not here just for 

ourselves. 
When I was a boy, Sir Edmund Hillary came to 

speak at my school. I can remember the fuss 

surrounding the visit of the first person to scale Mt 

Everest. And though there is now a school of 

thought that holds that he was beaten to the 

summit by Tenzing Norgay, his Tibetan colleague, 

there was an aura around this New Zealander who 

had been to the top of the world. 

Some of my usually dour teachers were in awe of 

Sir Edmund. There was more than a little hero 

worship going on that day. Rather surprisingly in 

his address Sir Edmund did not say very much 

about his adventure to the peak. He was much 

more interested in what we do to each other on 

the plains than what he did on the mountain top. 

He spoke about justice, peace and the dignity of 

humanity. I can vividly remember him sending us 

out at the end of his speech to create a better 

world for all people everywhere. When questions 

came, there were several about whether he felt 

closer to God at the top of Mt Everest, and 

although he said he did, he mentioned there were 

life and death moments on the way up and down, 

where God's presence and companionship were 

much more real to him. 

Hillary's visit to my school is not far from what 

happened to the disciples in today's Gospel. 

Matthew tells us that the eleven men who 

worshipped Jesus were commissioned by him to 

go out to the world and they were promised that 

he would stay with them until the end of time. 

Worship is a word Catholics don't use all that 

often. While other denominations describe their 

liturgy as ‘worship’, we tend to use it only in a 

more secular way like in ‘hero worship’ or ‘not an 

altar at which I worship’. The concept behind this 

word, however, is an important one. To worship 

God is to admit that we are not God. We are 

creatures and our worship is directed toward our 

Creator, Saviour and Sustainer. 

Whether we realise it or not we are commissioned 

to go out to the world at the end of every liturgy, 

‘Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.’ This 

changes our worship. We are not here just for 

ourselves. Mass, which comes from a word 

meaning ‘to be sent’, indicates that our liturgy is 

about celebrating what God has done in the world 

in and through us, and is a preparation for what 

God still wants to accomplish. 

Finally, we continue to experience the abiding 

presence of Christ in our daily lives or else we 

wouldn't be here. God, as revealed in Jesus Christ, 

is not distant to our lives or impervious to our 

needs; we believe in a Companion-God who seeks 

our company as much as we need his. 

In this Mass, then, let's thank God for the 

mountain top of Christ's Ascension that lifts us up 

out of our everyday life to celebrate that we are 

creatures, not the Creator. Let us hear again 

Christ's call to each of us to move away from the 

complacency of a spiritual cafeteria to a church 

moving out to change the world. And let's rejoice 

in Christ's presence which abides before us, 

behind us, over and in us, within and without, now 

and forever. Amen. 

© Richard Leonard SJ 
 

 

http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Galilee.mp3


 

 

 Sophie’s Inquiry!  
Our Inquiry Unit this term has been about 

exploring Toys, looking particularly at 

"Innovation" and the design process 

involved in developing an idea and 

producing a product.  Sophie Hardwick 

from Prep One E has made her toy called: 

"Cat." She used a tissue box for its body, a 

margarine container for the head and 

coloured feathers and paint. Sophie said 

the challenging part of this project was 

attaching the legs. The glue didn't work, so 

she used sticky tape instead. Sophie was 

then able to share her helpful ideas and 

provide feedback to other students about 

the construction of their toy. Well done 

Sophie!! 

 

Grade 4/5BW are in desperate need of your recycling! 
 
If you have any clean milk bottles, cereal boxes, wrapping 
paper or plastic wrap tubes, margarine containers, bottle 
tops, etc. Please bring them into Grade 4/5BW so we can 
use them to construct new inventions. Please, no toilet 
rolls.  Thanks!  
 

 
This week, our students have been 
developing artistic skills with the use of 
charcoal. It’s amazing what these artists 
can create. Looking at what is being pinned 
up around the walls of our corridors, you 
could easily think that these were done by 
very professional artists. 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Some of our classrooms are 
enjoying the company of 

small creatures!!!! 

 
Visible Learning - Effect Size 
You have probably heard about John Hattie. 

Specifically, you may have heard about his 

research on the factors that affect student 

achievement.  Here at school, his name is 

thrown around daily when discussing how to 

improve the teaching & learning programs 

that we run. Hattie uses effect sizes to show the 

relative impact of each factor. An effect size 

of 0.4 is regarded as average or typical. We 

use the same effect size measurements to 

determine how well we are doing. On 

average, an effect size of 0.4 refects the 

average growth of a student in one year. 

Using NAPLAN data we are able to track what 

improvements we are making to students 

learning over a two year period using data 

from Grade 3 to Grade 5. Over a two year 

period we would expect an average typical 

growth of 0.8.  

The following provides information as to how 

effective our learning & teaching program has 

been over the last several years, remembering 

that we want to achieve better than 0.8! 

Reading Numeracy 

2013  0.87  1.00 

2014  1.33  1.89 

2015  1.03  1.72 

2016  1.27  1.97 

This data represents the cohort of students in 

Grade 5 for each of these years. Individual 

results for students can vary and provides us 

with greater information as to how we can 

assist each student in their learning. 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Student Awards 

Prep R Lachlan M 
For writing a wonderful weekend recount that 

included capital letters, full stops and connective 

words! 

Prep R Gracie C 
For always being the best learner she can be! 

P/1E  Tahli M 
For her thoughtful and heartfelt prayers! 

P/1E  Kobe V 
For writing fantastic sentences!! 

1/2R  Georgia J 
For her enthusiasm and focus towards improving 

her Maths skills. 

1/2R  Xavier M 
For his enthusiasm and persistence with learning 

number facts. 

1/2R  Evie L 
For being very focussed during work activities. 

Keep up the great effort! 

1/2R  Archer C 
For being a great listener and always doing his best 

work.  

1/2T  Sam G 
For working hard with his reading!  

1/2T  Annique S 
For working hard and making big improvements.  

3/4M  Harry W 
For trying hard to improve his handwriting. 

Fabulous! 

3/4M  Maie B  
For always giving 110% during learning tasks. 

3/4P  Lowenna E 
For being a kind and caring classmate. 

3/4P  Darcie C 
For being a kind and caring classmate. 

3/4P  Jordan B 
For his excellent drawing and painting of Jesus. 

4/5WB  Lucy C 
For excellent work writing her persuasive pieces. 

4/5WB  Baylee K 
For his quiet determination towards all of his work. 

 

5/6F  Yuki B 
For always putting a great effort into presenting her 

written work!  

5/6F  Mitch G 
For all of his technological assistance in the 

classroom. Much appreciated!  

5/6R  Kaleb Z 
For outstanding “IT” support and knowledge. 

 

 
 

2nd May  Alexandra M (P/1E) 
5th May  Declan H (5/6F) 
14th May  Jia C (4/5WB) 
15th May  Patrick S (5/6F) 
15th May  Luke S (5/6F) 
18th May  Jack M (3/4P) 
20th May  Willem H (3/4M) 
24th May  Maisy B (5/6R) 
26th May  Samuel B (5/6R) 

 

 

 

St Ambrose Sports Star of the Week - Arwen R 
For great enthusiasm and participation in P.E 

activities. 

St Ambrose Sports Star of the Week - Ninna H 
For excellent soccer skills in Melbourne Victory 

Clinic. 

St Ambrose Sports Star of the Week - Sam B 
For excellent effort to qualify and compete in the 

Cobaw District Cross Country at Hanging Rock. 

St Ambrose Sports Star of the Week - Chiara M 
For an enthusiastic and helpful approach in all P.E 

lessons. 

St Ambrose Sports Star of the Week - Mitchell G 
For 100% effort towards all P.E tasks. 

 

 

 

So Much to 

Celebrate! 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Congratulations Josh G (5/6F) you have 
achieved a Gold Certificate!! 
 

Congratulations Liam C (3/4P) you have 
achieved a Gold Certificate!! 
 

Congratulations Alexander G (3/4P) you 
have achieved a Gold Certificate!! 
 

Congratulations Jemima S (3/4P) you have 
achieved a Gold Certificate!! 
 

Congratulations Ruby C (5/6R) you have 
achieved a Gold Certificate!! 
 

Congratulations Amelie C (4/5WB) you have 
achieved a Gold Certificate!! 

 
 

Social Justice 
News 

 

Tomorrow is our last day to collect your 

donations of pencils to send to Primary 

Schools in East Timor. We are very excited to 

let you all know our final tally next week. 

Thanks so much for your continued support.  

 

 
 
St Ambrose Social Justice 
Team/Mini Vinnies for 2017 
Ruby, Lily, Patrick, Lorelei, 
Maisy, Hannah, Cai, Thomas, 
Dana and Alyssa 

 
 

 
 

Scholastic Book Club Issue #4 is out. All 

orders are due Thursday 15th June. Thanks 

again for your continued support! 

 

 
 

 


