
 
 

It helps, now and then, to step back 

and take the long view. 

The kingdom is not only beyond our efforts, 

it is beyond our vision.  
 

We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction of 

the magnificent enterprise that is God's work. 

Nothing we do is complete, 

which is another way of saying 

that the kingdom always lies beyond us.  
 

No statement says all that could be said. 

No prayer fully expresses our faith. 

No confession brings perfection. 

No pastoral visit brings wholeness. 

No programme accomplishes the church's mission. 

No set of goals and objectives includes everything.  
 

This is what we are about: 

We plant seeds that one day will grow. 

We water seeds already planted, knowing that 

they hold future promise. 

We lay foundations that will need further 

development. 

We provide yeast that produces effects beyond our 

capabilities.  
 

We cannot do everything 

and there is a sense of liberation in realizing that. 

This enables us to do something, 

and to do it very well. 

It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step 

along the way, 

an opportunity for God's grace to enter and do the 

rest.  
 

We may never see the end results, 

but that is the difference between the master 

builder and the worker. 

We are workers, not master builders, 

ministers, not messiahs. 

We are prophets of a future not our own. 
 

 

 

A prayer by Archbishop Oscar Romero 

 

 

 

 
 

NEWSLETTER NO .26 

THURSDAY ,  AUGUST 24 T H ,  2017 

 
 

Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 
 

What we are about! 
The prayer that begins this newsletter sums up 

so well the work undertaken by the staff at St 

Ambrose. But it’s not just a prayer about our 

school staff. It reflects the role that each of us 

plays, especially as parents, in the lives of our 

children and others. 
 

Today you will receive an envelope containing 

this year’s School Improvement Survey. We ask 

that you please take the opportunity to 

complete this survey either on line or in hard 

copy. If completing it in hard copy, could you 

please return the survey in the envelope 

marked confidential, to the front office.  
 

Like our NAPLAN results, we are continually 

aiming to improve upon what we do here at St 

Ambrose. The InSight SRC Survey provides us 

with a snapshot as to how we are going and to 

inform us as to what is working and areas that 

need further attention. 
 

Dropping In For A Chat 
It has been great to catch up with many 

parents who have just wanted to touch base, 

check in and talk about the progress of their 

child and the school. Through these meetings, I 

get a much better understanding of the 

perceptions, expectations and challenges that 

you as parents face in supporting your child’s 

learning. It also helps me gauge how well, we 

as a school are communicating and catering 

to individual needs. In bringing this to your 

attention, I would like to extend an invitation 

and ask that if there is something you are not 

sure about or feel needs greater clarity, please 

let me know. Emails and appointments made 

via the office are always welcome. 
  

Book Fair Parade 9.00am Tomorrow 
Book Fair Parade always brings a surprise given 

the amazing creativity found in both our 

parents and students. We’re imagining that 

tomorrow will be no exception to this and we 

are looking forward to some amazing 

costumes. The parade will commence right 

after the 9.00am bell, once we have gathered 

in the parish hall. 
 

School Advisory Committee Meeting 
Next Thursday, the School Advisory Committee 

meeting will take place at 7.30pm in the 

staffroom. 

Agenda Items are: 



 School Carnival 

 2018 School Fees & Levies 

 School Uniform – Ongoing issues to be 

resolved. 

 Reportable Conduct – Child Safety 

Policy 
 

Next Friday Is Going To Be A Very Big Day 
Next Friday, 1st of September, we celebrate 

Fathers’ Day with a morning breakfast, come 

dressed in our Footy (Sports team) Colours and 

join with our Grade 6’s in the evening to 

celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation. Yes, 

it’s going to be a big day!!!  

To help us out, we would really appreciate a 

few extra hands at breakfast. If you’re free, 

please let us know with an affirmative response 

on the CareMonkey form that has been sent 

out. 
 

Looking forward to seeing our Grade 4/5BW 

students and families at this coming Saturday 

night Mass. 
 

Wishing you all a great weekend. 
 

Kindest regards, 
 

Des Noack 

Principal  

 
    

Week 6 
 

Friday: 25.08 

 Book Fair Set Up Of Library 

 Book Fair Parade – 9.00am 

 Book Week P – 2 Woodend Library Visit: 

10.00am 

Saturday: 26.08 

 Parish Family Mass – Grade 4/5W 
 

Week 7 
 

Monday: 28.08 

 Book Fair Wish List Visit 

Tuesday: 29.08 

  Book Fair Sales commence 

Wednesday: 30.08 

 Book Fair Sales continue 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons  

Thursday: 31.08  

 Book Fair Sales continue 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 5/6F, Gr 5/6R, Gr 4/5W, Gr 

3/4M, Gr 3/4P. 

 School Advisory Committee - Staff room 

7.30pm 

Friday: 01.09 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 1/2R, Gr 1/2T, Gr P/1E, Gr 

PR 

 Father’s Day Breakfast 

 Father’s Day Stall (Grade 6’s first thing in the 

morning.) 

 Grade 6 Reflection Day (Mass 9.30am 5/6’s)  

 Footy Colours Day (Gold Coin Donation) 

 Sacrament of Confirmation 6.00pm  

Sunday: 03.09 

 Father’s Day 
 

Week 8 
 

Monday: 04.09 

 School Assembly 12:40pm – 1:10pm 

 Super Duper Whole School Book Week 

Incursion 2:20pm 

Wednesday: 06.09 

 Class Mass: 9.30am – Grade 3/4M 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons  

Thursday: 07.09 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 5/6F, Gr 5/6R, Gr 4/5W, Gr 

3/4M, Gr 3/4P. 

Friday: 08.09 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 1/2R, Gr 1/2T, Gr P/1E, Gr 

PR 

 Premier’s Reading Challenge Ends Today! 
 

Week 9 
 

Wednesday: 13.09 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons  

Thursday: 14.09 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 5/6F, Gr 5/6R, Gr 4/5W, Gr 

3/4M, Gr 3/4P. 

Friday: 15.09 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 1/2R, Gr 1/2T, Gr P/1E, Gr 

PR 
 

Week 10 
 

Monday: 18.09 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

Wednesday: 20.09 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons:  

 School Production Night 

Thursday: 21.09 

 School Production Night 

 No Specialist Classes 

Friday: 22.09 

 No Specialist Classes 

 Whole School Mass: 12.30pm 

 End of Term 

 Students Dismissed at 1.30pm 

 

 

 



 
What is Footy Colours Day?  

Each year we unite as a school and wear our 

Footy Colours with pride, all to support the 

most important work of the Fight Cancer 

Foundation.  

 

Each year the Fight Cancer Foundation 

provide support and assistance, through a 

team of dedicated teachers, to help young 

learners, impacted by cancer, remain 

engaged with their education. We invite all our 

students and staff to come to school wearing 

their favourite team colours and donate a 

gold coin $ to this cause.  

 

All money raised goes directly to Fight Cancer 

Foundation’s education support programs to 

help these children: 

 

 Continue with their education 

 Stay in touch with their school and peers 

 Stay at the same educational level  

 Transition back to their regular school 

once their treatment is complete 

 

Please be aware that this IS NOT a casual 

clothes day, team colours are to be worn over 

the school uniform, with the exception of 

Grade 6’s who will be preparing for their 

confirmation.  

 

When is Footy Colours Day?  

FRIDAY 1ST SEPTEMBER 

 

 

 

Money Matters 
There was an unidentifiable deposit made 

into our school bank account on August 

14th – if this was you – please contact the 

office to let them know. 
 
 

 

Mt 16:13-20 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

Matthew 

You are Peter, to you I will give the keys of the 

kingdom of heaven. 

When Jesus came to the region of 

Caesarea Philippi he put this question to his 

disciples, ‘Who do people say the Son of Man 

is?’ And they said, ‘Some say he is John the 

Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one 

of the prophets.’ ‘But you,’ he said ‘who do you 

say I am?’ Then Simon Peter spoke up, ‘You are 

the Christ,’ he said, ‘the Son of the living God.’ 

Jesus replied, ‘Simon son of Jonah, you are a 

happy man! Because it was not flesh and blood 

that revealed this to you but my Father in 

heaven. So I now say to you: You are Peter and 

on this rock I will build my Church. And the gates 

of the underworld can never hold out against it. 

I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 

heaven: whatever you bind on earth shall be 

considered bound in heaven; whatever you 

loose on earth shall be considered loosed in 

heaven.’ Then he gave the disciples strict orders 

not to tell anyone that he was the Christ. 

 

Special Day Timetable Monday 4th 

September 
 

 

Whole School 
Assembly  
12:40pm - 1:10pm 

 
Eat 1:10pm - 1:20pm 
Play 1:20pm -
2:10pm 
 
Super Duper 
Performance – 
Whole School 
Incursion  
 
2:20pm till 3:30pm  



Who Do You Say I Am? 

A furore broke out in a country diocese some 

years ago about the retreat style of priest who 

was taking Catholic students in their last year 

of high school or who were attending university 

away for weekend retreats. On the Friday night 

of the retreat this priest would tell the young 

people that by the end of the weekend they 

should make a decision about their Christian 

faith. 

Some parents were shocked that their young 

people were given an ultimatum that included 

the possibility of rejecting their faith. The priest 

replied that Catholic youth have to make all 

sorts of decisions regarding career, lifestyle, 

residence, studies and relationships. Religion, 

he contended, often fell by the wayside, either 

not important enough on which to make a 

decision, or relegated to the personal shelf of 

neglect to be possibly taken down and dusted 

off years later for a hatching, matching or 

dispatching. 

The priest argued that this wasn’t good 

enough. After 12 years of Catholic education 

or many years of catechetics the Church had 

to take the risk of calling for a personal 

decision for faith. Some of the young people 

consciously chose membership in the Church. 

In making such a profession of faith many 

reported having a deep encounter with God 

and an experience of their faith in Christ. Other 

students made decisions against belonging to 

the Church, which is, of course, never 

irrevocable. 

The entire retreat process was based on the 

question in today’s Gospel: ‘Who do you say 

that I am?’ 

The disciples, reflecting on their experiences 

with Jesus, offer various possibilities, but it is 

Peter who says that Jesus is the revelation of 

God for the world. This is the great profession of 

faith and the basis on which the Church 

comes into being. 

And what was true then, is true now. At some 

point, if we want our faith to move from being 

a code of law, a concept, or some excellent 

ideas to something we can experience, we 

must take the faith of the Church, which has 

nurtured us up to now, and make it our own. In 

doing so, when we encounter Christ, we 

contribute to the re-founding of the Church in 

our generation. 

Just being part of the ‘Catholic crowd’ is 

hardly the challenge Jesus presents to the 

disciples in today’s Gospel. We are 

commissioned like the disciples to bear witness 

to Christ’s personal love in the workplace, with 

our friends and in our families. 

It’s always helpful to be reminded that we 

might be the only face of Catholicism, or even 

Christianity, that another person may 

encounter. The way in which we bind them up 

or set them free might be the measure by 

which they judge if the Church is the face of 

Christ in today’s world and whether they could 

find a home with us. 

And it all hinges on that great question which is 

asked of each of us today: ‘Who do you say 

that I am?’ How we answer this question 

reveals so much, including whether Christ is an 

idea we like, or the object of our passion. 

 

© Richard Leonard SJ. 

 

 
One More Sleep till Book Parade! 

 
 

 



 

Cobaw Athletics Bendigo - 

Wednesday 23rd August 

 

 

 
46 St Ambrose children from Grades 3-6 
travelled to Bendigo yesterday to compete in 
the Cobaw District Athletics event.  
 
Well done to all the children for their 
participation & behaviour at the event.  
 

 
We won lots of place ribbons and have 
possibly three children making it to the next 
level (tbc) - Maisy C, Cooper DT & Rhys G. 
 
Again, thank you to some amazing parent 
helpers who did a tireless job helping all day - 
Nicole C, Adrian S, Kerrie B, Robyn F, Tracy P. 
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