
 
 

 
Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 
 

We know it is still a long way off but our feast 

day will be here all too quickly and we really do want 

you to be part of it. To all our Mums and Dads, if you 

are able to get the day off on Thursday 7th 

December to join us at Camp PGL in Kyneton, we 

would love to see you there. There’s lots of activities 

and the chance to share this special day with your 

child/ren. 

A reminder to the St Ambrose Family Care 

Team that we’re set to do some serious cooking next 

Thursday 27th October. It’s not only a great thing to 

do for those in need but a wonderful social 

opportunity in developing strong community bonds. 
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This week we have not only enjoyed some wonderful 

sunshine and warmer weather but the smiles of 

students who are making great gains in their 

learning. Learning occurs in many ways. It could be 

simply mastering a specific skill set, gaining a deep 

understanding of a subject area or the ability to 

apply their learning to solve problems or challenges 

that once seemed unsolvable. Along with a deeper 

academic learning is also the personal and social 

learning that takes place in the daily interactions 

that occur with each other.  Three core behaviours 

that underpin our social learning at St Ambrose are 

that of empathy, compassion and forgiveness. They 

are hallmarks of our Christianity and more 

importantly the basis of what makes our school so 

special.  May each of us model to each other these 

qualities so that your children, our students come to 

value these in their own interaction with each other.    
 

May this sunshine remind us that we can make such 

a huge difference to how we can influence each 

other’s day.  

Reminder: Online Uniform orders for 2018 must 

be placed by next Wednesday 25th October.  
 

With my prayers and blessing, 
 

Des Noack 

Principal 

 



This Sunday’s Gospel  

 
Mt 22:15-21 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

Matthew 

Give to Caesar the things that belong to Caesar 

and to God the things that are God’s. 

The Pharisees went away to work out between 

them how to trap Jesus in what he said. And 

they sent their disciples to him, together with the 

Herodians, to say, ‘Master, we know that you 

are an honest man and teach the way of God 

in an honest way, and that you are not afraid of 

anyone, because a man’s rank means nothing 

to you. Tell us your opinion, then. Is it permissible 

to pay taxes to Caesar or not?’ But Jesus was 

aware of their malice and replied, ‘You 

hypocrites! Why do you set this trap for me? Let 

me see the money you pay the tax with.’ They 

handed him a denarius, and he said, ‘Whose 

head is this? Whose name?’ ‘Caesar’s’ they 

replied. He then said to them, ‘Very well, give 

back to Caesar what belongs to Caesar – and 

to God what belongs to God.’ 

 

 

A Gospel Reflection…. 
What belongs to God? 
Religion and politics – always a volatile brew! 

Today’s Gospel shows that this is not a modern 

dilemma but one faced by Jesus and his first 

disciples. While we try to live out the values of 

God’s kingdom, we are not divorced from the 

realities of this world, in fact it is this world that 

we are missioned to, and living in this world 

demands that we are political – that is, we are 

part of the society we live in. Vatican II 

expressed it like this, ‘The joys and the hopes, 

the grief and the anxieties of the people of this 

age …are the joys and hopes, the grief and 

anxieties of the followers of Christ.’ 

Jesus had been preaching revolutionary values 

about the treatment of the poor and the 

outcasts. He reminded people of God’s way of 

looking; he spoke of the Kingdom of God, which 

was a dangerous message when preaching in the 

Roman Empire, where Herod was considered the 

puppet King. Jesus’ message and his growing 

popularity with the ordinary Jewish crowds had 

the possibility of turning society upside down and 

so some saw him as a social revolutionary. At 

that time some groups within Judaism were 

looking for ways to throw off Roman rule and 

return to having their own independent religious 

kingdom worshipping God alone – these were the 

Zealots. The Pharisees in the Gospel set a 

devious trap. If Jesus says ‘No, don’t pay the 

tax,’ then he aligns himself with the anti-Roman 

ideals of the Zealots. If he says ‘Yes, pay the 

tax,’ then he sides with Rome’s oppression of the 

people. Note that the people who ask the 

question represent both Herod, (the Herodians) 

and the religious leaders (the disciples of the 

Pharisees). This is a most unlikely mix. Since 

Herod only has his power with the support of 

Rome, the Herodians would be likely to support 

the Roman tax. The coin used to pay the tax was 

a Roman denarius which had the head of the 

Emperor – Tiberius Caesar – and the inscription: 

‘Tiberius Caesar august son of the Divine high 

Priest Augustus’. The coin’s image and words 

would have been offensive to observant Jews. 

Jesus turns the tables on his opponents with his 

response – ‘Give to Caesar what belongs to 

Caesar.’ Since the image and inscription are 

about Caesar then the coin belongs to Caesar. 

But then Jesus adds, ‘and to God what belongs to 

God’. This challenges both the Herodians and the 

Pharisees to consider what belongs to God. There 

may even be a call to recognise that people are 

made ‘in the image of God’ and that all people 

therefore belong to God. 

Jesus’ response to his questioners makes me 

wonder ‘what belongs to God’ in my life. Does 

God truly get what rightfully belongs to God, or 

just the leftovers in my busy schedule? If only 

giving God what belongs to God was a simple as 

paying taxes. My God asks more of me that that. 

 

 

http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Pharisees.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Caesar.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Caesar.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Caesar.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Caesar.mp3


 Learning To Be 

Proficient Writers…. 

Although word-processing programs and assistive 

technology are undeniably boons to children with 

writing problems, technological advances do not 

eliminate the need for explicit teaching of 

handwriting.  
 

Contrary to the view that handwriting is a trivial skill, 

handwriting actually is important for a number of 

reasons. Handwriting is a basic tool used in many 

subjects — taking notes, taking tests, and doing 

classroom work and homework for almost every 

content area as well as in language arts classes — 

poor handwriting can have a pervasive effect on 

school performance. 
 

When handwriting is perceived as arduous and time-

consuming, motivation to write may be greatly 

reduced, leading to a lack of practice that may 

further compound difficulties with writing. 
 

Because handwriting is linked to basic reading and 

spelling achievement; for example, when children 

learn how to form the letter m, they can also be 

learning its sound, we have ensured that much focus 

has been given to this skill, especially in the earlier 

grades. 

 

Congratulations Xavier &  

On Receiving Your Probationary 

Pen Licence. 

 
Modelling the Learning 

 
 

 

 
 



Wheelchairs for Kids 
 

The Wheelathon to support the Wheelchairs for 

Kids organisation is fast approaching! On 

Monday this week the whole school gathered 

for a ‘Special Assembly’ to listen to Russell and 

Peter talk passionately about why they support 

Wheelchairs for Kids.  Part of the presentation 

was a video clip about the founder and the 

children his band of volunteers help.  Follow the 

link below to watch the video again with your 

child.  

 
https://youtu.be/jbvc1HCITEU 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Tahli and Ayden testing out one of the 

wheelchairs 

 
 

 

 

 
Hanging off every word! 
 

 
The Social Justice Team proud to be involved 

and send out a challenge…… 

 

Every $200 we raise on the day buys one 

wheelchair.  The Social Justice Team would like 

to set a goal that each class raises enough to 

fund a wheelchair for a needy child.  That’s only 

$10 per student!  (However…we think we can 

do even better than that!) 

 

During our ‘Wheelathon’, our students will push 

and be pushed around a course, using the 

wheelchairs made by the volunteers, to raise 

money for this organisation. Rotary Woodend 

will also be running a sausage sizzle as a part of 

the event with sausages selling for $2.00 and all 

proceeds also going to Wheelchairs for Kids.  
 

Extra Donation Forms are available at the Office 

if you require more 

https://youtu.be/jbvc1HCITEU


Please endeavour to assist your child to find 

some sponsors over the next week.  Every little 

bit will help!  

The class times for the Wheelathon will be sent 

home next week so you know when your child’s 

class will be participating. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Debbie Geisler &  

The Social Justice Team / Mini Vinnies 

(Ruby, Lily, Patrick, Lorelei, Maisy, Hannah, Cai, 

Thomas, Dana and Alyssa) 

 

TRIPLE 
JUMP 

On Monday Maisy Crowther went to Bendigo 
to compete in the Regional Championship for 
triple jump.  
There were about ten competitors each having 
three jumps, the day went on as Maisy started 
at 11:00. Maisy came second with a jump of 
8.56 metres and she beat her PB which was 
8.43 metres.  
Maisy is going to state on Monday the 30th of 
October. Go Maisy!!  
 

Good Luck! 
 

 

 

 

 

Week 3 
 

Monday: 23.10 

 School Organisation Meeting: 8.10am – 8.30am 

Tuesday: 24.10 

 Emergency Displan 

 Grade 3 – 6 Rotations 

Wednesday: 25.10 

 Class Mass: 9.30am – Grade 1/2T @ 9.30am 

 2018 Online Uniform Orders Due  

 Mission Mass – St Patrick’s Cathedral 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons – 11.30am – 8.00pm 

Thursday: 26.10 

 St Ambrose Family Care Cook Off: 9.00am 

 Immigration Museum Excursion – Gr P/1/2 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 5/6F, Gr 5/6R, Gr 4/5W, Gr 

3/4M, Gr 3/4P. 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm – 5.15  

 School Advisory Committee – Staff room 7.30pm 

Friday: 27.10 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 1/2R, Gr 1/2T, Gr P/1E, Gr PR 

Saturday: 28.10 

 Parish Family Mass – Grade 1/2T - 6.00pm 

 

Week 4 
Monday: 30.10 

 School Organisation Meeting – 8.10am – 8.30am 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

 Wheelchair for Kids Wheelathon 

Tuesday: 31.10 

  Grade 3 – 6 Rotations 

Wednesday: 01.11 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons – 11.30am – 8.00pm 

Thursday: 02.11 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 5/6F, Gr 5/6R, Gr 4/5W, Gr 

3/4M, Gr 3/4P. 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm – 5.15pm  

Friday: 03.11 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 1/2R, Gr 1/2T, Gr P/1E, Gr PR 

 

Week 5 
 

Monday: 06.11 

 School Closure Day 

Tuesday: 07.11 

 Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

Wednesday: 08.11  

 School Organisation Meeting – 8.10am – 8.30am 

 2018 Prep Orientation Session 1: 9-10am 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons – 11.30am – 8.00pm 

Thursday: 09.11 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 5/6F, Gr 5/6R, Gr 4/5W, Gr 

3/4M, Gr 3/4P. 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm – 5.15pm 

Friday: 10.11 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 1/2R, Gr 1/2T, Gr P/1E, Gr PR 

Saturday: 11.11 

  Remembrance Day 

 

Week 6 
 

Monday: 13.11 

 School Organisation Meeting – 8.10am – 8.30am 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

 Grade 6 Graduation Photos 

 Christmas Raffle Begins 

Tuesday: 14.11 

 2018 Prep Orientation Session 2: 9-10am 

 Day Set Aside For Excursion/Incursion 



Wednesday: 15.11 

 Student Wellbeing Cluster Meeting (Debbie) 

 Grade 5 Leadership Night with Denise Arnel -

7.00pm 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons – 11.30am – 8.00pm 

Thursday: 16.11 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 5/6F, Gr 5/6R, Gr 4/5W, Gr 

3/4M, Gr 3/4P. 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm – 5.15pm 

Friday: 17.11 

   

Saturday: 18.11 

 Family Mass ‘Buddies’ Prep R. P/1E, 5/6F & 5/6R 

 

Week 7 
 

Monday: 20.11 

 School Organisation Meeting – 8.15am – 8.30am 

 2018 Prep Orientation Session 3: 9-10am 

Tuesday: 21.11 

  Grade 3 – 6 Rotations 

Wednesday: 22.11 

 Class Mass: 9.30am – Prep R & Prep/1E 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons – 11.30am – 8.00pm 

Thursday: 23.11  

 Sports Uniform: Gr 5/6F, Gr 5/6R, Gr 4/5W, Gr 

3/4M, Gr 3/4P. 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm – 5.15pm 

Friday: 24.11 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 1/2R, Gr 1/2T, Gr P/1E, Gr PR 

 2018 Prep Parent Dinner 

 

Week 8 
Monday: 27.11 

 School Organisation Meeting – 8.15am – 8.30am 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

Tuesday: 28.11 

  Japanese Incursion For Grade 1 & 2 

Wednesday: 29.11 

 2018 Prep Orientation Session 4: 9-10am 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons – 11.30am – 8.00pm 

Thursday: 30.11 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 5/6F, Gr 5/6R, Gr 4/5W, Gr 

3/4M, Gr 3/4P. 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm – 5.15pm 

 School Advisory Committee - Staff room 7.30pm 

Friday: 01.12  

 Sports Uniform: Gr 1/2R, Gr 1/2T, Gr P/1E, Gr PR 

Saturday: 02.12 

 Family Mass – New Prep Families (2018) 

Week 9 
 

Monday: 04.12 

 School Organisation Meeting – 8.15am – 8.30am 

 Advent Paraliturgy Week 1 

 Student Orientation Day 1 

Tuesday: 05.12 

 2018 Prep Orientation Session 5: 9-10am 

 Parent Helper Course 

 Grade 3 – 6 Rotations 

Wednesday: 06.12 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons – 11.30am – 8.00pm 

Thursday: 07.12 

 St Ambrose Feast Day 

 Whole School Mass & Celebration 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 5/6F, Gr 5/6R, Gr 4/5W, Gr 

3/4M, Gr 3/4P. 

Friday: 08.12 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 1/2R, Gr 1/2T, Gr P/1E, Gr PR 

 

Week 10 
 

Monday: 11.12 

 School Organisation Meeting – 8.15am – 8.30am 

 Advent Paraliturgy Week  

 Student Orientation Day 2 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

Tuesday: 12.12 

  St Ambrose School Sports Carnival (Whole 

School) 

Wednesday: 13.12 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons: 11.30am  

Thursday: 14.12 

 School Advisory Dinner 7.00pm 

Friday: 15.12 

 Student reports sent home. 

 

Week 11 

 

Monday: 18.12 

 School Organisation Meeting – 8.15am – 8.30am 

 Advent Paraliturgy Week  

 Grade 6 Celebration Day 

Tuesday: 19.12 

 Grade 6 Graduation Mass & Dinner – 6.00pm 

Wednesday: 20.12 

 End of Term 4 

 Whole School Liturgy – 9.30am 

 School Award Ceremony: 12.30pm 

 Students dismissed at 1.30pm 

 

 

Grade 3/4 Sundials 
Students in Grade 3/4 have been learning to 

measure time and how the Earth rotates by using 

their very own, handmade sundials. 

The pointy part of the sundial has a very special 

name, we wonder how many of us know what it is 

called? 

 

 



Congratulations 3/4M! 
For letting your imaginations run wild and 
coming up with such amazing poetry entries 
in this years Write4Fun competition.  
 
Over 10,000 entries were received from 
across Australia. St Ambrose had 10 or more 
students successfully progress past the 
initial judging!!! Less than 10% of schools 
showed this level of achievement. Massive 
kudos to students – what a great 
accomplishment.   
 
Winner of the competition will be 
announced on Wednesday 25th October – 
Best of Luck to all involved!  
 

 
 

Student Awards 

1/2R   Nina C 
For being generous and offering friendship and a 
warm welcome to new students to our school. 
1/2R   Miranda B 
For being generous and offering friendship and a 
warm welcome to new students to our school. 
3/4P   Liam C 
For being generous and offering friendship and a 
warm welcome to new students to our school. 
3/4M   Ruben H 
For being generous and offering friendship and a 
warm welcome to new students to our school. 
3/4M   Joel Z 
For being generous and offering friendship and a 
warm welcome to new students to our school. 

 

St Ambrose Sports Star of the Week - 

Patrick C For excellent progress in his 

bike riding skills.  

St Ambrose Sports Star of the Week - Oscar L 
For always doing exactly as he is asked and giving 

100% in P.E.  

 

 
4th September Matilda W(1/2T) 
7th September Asha DT(1/2T) 
8th September Angus W (P/1E) 
11th September Jay B (5/6F) 
15th September Ava M (5/6R) 
17th September Fletcher C (5/6R) 
18th September Tahlia J (Prep) 
20th September Thomas C (3/4M) 
23rd September Vincent M (5/6F) 
23rd September Seb B (1/2T) 
26th September Faith Z (5/6F) 
30th September Rylee W (3/4M) 
1st October  John P (Prep) 
7th October  Safara K (1/2T) 
8th October  Ruby C (5/6R) 
9th October  Maie B (3/4M) 
14th October  Matthew M (Prep) 
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Community News 

 
  

OPEN GARDEN DAY AT DUNEIRA 
On Sunday 22nd of October, the Columban Partnership 

Group is hosting an open garden day at the beautiful 

Duneira property at Officers Lane, Mt Macedon.  

 

The gates open from midday until 3:45 and entry is $10 per 

person, (school age children are free) Tea/coffee and a 

piece of slice are available for purchase at $5 as is a glass 

of wine for those who would like to partake in a light 

refreshment.  

 

All proceeds go to supporting the work of the Columban 

Missionaries and their work at St. Elizabeth Hospital, in 

Hyderabad, Pakistan.  

For further information, contact Jayne O'Callaghan 

0427855471. The gardens, over 16 acres, are looking truly 

beautiful at this time of year and we hope you can join us 

and enjoy the experience!  
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