
 

Dear Parents, Students & Friends of St Ambrose,  
 

Yesterday, we welcomed our new 2018 Prep 

students to the community. The transition program is 

now fully in motion. It was great to see so many 

new Mums and Dads attend and to begin a new 

journey themselves.  

 

As part of the transition program, our new Prep 

families are each having a uniform fitting session. 

This has made a huge difference in making sure our 

Prep children are sorted out for the start of the new 

year. Again, Anna, Michelle and Catherine have 

done an amazing job with the uniform shop, having 

given up days of their own time to make it happen 

in such a friendly and professional manner.  

 

Next Monday sees the launch of our new web site. 

Finally we will have a web presence that reflects 

who we are and is something that is current and 

that we can be proud of. A huge thank you to 

Annie who has done so much to finally get us to 

launch day. We hope that it will be the go to site 

when parents, students and visitors need to access 

information regarding our wonderful school. When 

you do get the chance to look at the site, please 

let us know if there is anything that you think might 

be worth adding. We truly want it to be as useful to 

you as possible. 

 

As the saying above says, “never regret a day in 

your life”. There is so much to experience, lessons to 

learn and memories to create. As parents, we get 

the unique opportunity to see the world once again 

as a child, but this time, not through our own eyes 

but that of your child’s. Their experiences are as 

unique as your own were and it is important to  
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remind ourselves to let them have their own 

experiences. A little wisdom is always good, but 

even better is the heart and hand that listens, 

cherishes, forgives and supports the child as they 

live their good, their bad and their worst days.  May 

your memories, your best days, be the sparkle that 

lightens your eyes and brings a smile to all who 

share your day. 

Don’t forget to check in with the child that still 

resides within you. You’ll be surprised at how the 

world can look so differently. 
 

Wishing you a restful weekend as we begin to 

prepare for the season of Christmas 
 

Desmond Noack 

Principal  
 

 
On the 11th hour on the 11th day of the 11th month, 

a minutes’ silence is observed and dedicated to 

those soldiers who died fighting to protect the 

nation.  

In Australia and other allied countries, including New 

Zealand, Canada and the United States, 11 

November became known as Armistice Day – a day 

to remember those who died in World War One. The 

day continues to be commemorated in Allied 

countries.  Today the loss of Australian lives from all 

wars and conflicts is commemorated on 

Remembrance Day. 

This year on Saturday 11 November at 11.00am, we 

will commemorate 94 years since the guns on the 

Western Front fell silent and reflect on the 

significance of that event. We also pause to 

remember all of the men and women of the 

Australian Defence Force who have made the 

ultimate sacrifice. We will remember them.  

Lest we forget. 



 
This Sunday’s Gospel 
Mt 25:1-13 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

Matthew 

Look, the bridegroom comes. Go out to meet him. 

Jesus told this parable to his disciples: ‘The 

kingdom of heaven will be like this: Ten 

bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet 

the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five 

of them were sensible: the foolish ones did take 

their lamps, but they brought no oil, whereas the 

sensible ones took flasks of oil as well as their 

lamps. The bridegroom was late, and they all grew 

drowsy and fell asleep. But at midnight there was 

a cry, “The bridegroom is here! Go out and meet 

him.” At this, all those bridesmaids woke up and 

trimmed their lamps, and the foolish ones said to 

the sensible ones, “Give us some of your oil: our 

lamps are going out.” But they replied, “There may 

not be enough for us and for you; you had better 

go to those who sell it and buy some for 

yourselves.” They had gone off to buy it when the 

bridegroom arrived. Those who were ready went 

in with him to the wedding hall and the door was 

closed. The other bridesmaids arrived later. “Lord, 

Lord,” they said, “open the door for us.” But he 

replied, “I tell you solemnly, I do not know you.” 

So stay awake, because you do not know either 

the day or the hour.’ 

 

 
A Gospel Reflection…. 
 

One Sunday a pastor told the congregation that 

the church needed some extra money and asked 

the people to prayerfully consider giving a little 

extra in the offering plate. He said that whoever 

gave the most would be able to pick out three 

hymns. After the offering plates were passed, the 

pastor glanced down and noticed that someone 

had placed a $1000 cheque on the plate. 

He was so excited that he immediately shared his 

joy with his congregation and said he'd like to 

personally thank the person who placed the 

money in the plate. 

A very quiet, elderly, saintly spinster at the back 

shyly raised her hand. The pastor asked her to 

come to the front. Slowly she made her way to 

altar. He told her how wonderful it was that she 

gave so much and, in thanksgiving, asked her to 

pick out three hymns. 

Her eyes brightened as she looked over the 

congregation, pointed to the three most 

handsome men in the congregation and said, ‘OK 

Father, I'll take him, him, and him.’ Now that's a 

modern take on a wise virgin! 

In one sense the parable of the wise and foolish 

virgins could be considered the first known oil 

crisis in the east. It is, however, about planning 

for the future and pacing oneself to see that one 

has a future to enjoy. 

In Christian theology this is called ‘discernment’. 

St Ignatius Loyola, the founder of the Jesuits, 

wrote a lot about discernment and one of his 

teachings is that the Holy Spirit allows us to 

prepare for our future without living it. 

Think for a moment of the times when we are 

going to have a difficult interview or a 

conversation we would rather not have. We play 

out in our mind how the interaction will run. It 

rarely happens how we imagine and we find that 

our anxiety and fear has often been misplaced. 

What is curious is that on the next occasion we go 

through this same process of trying to live the 

future all over again. Tragically, some people are 



so anxious about their future that they try and 

control it and everyone associated with it. It's 

always a disaster. 

St Ignatius was suspicious of this process. Ignatius 

seems to have understood today's Gospel very 

well. The early church thought Jesus would return 

quickly. There was a crisis of faith when he didn't. 

Some Christians lived as though this imminent 

return was a fact. We are still waiting. Matthew 

tells us then, that the Christian life is about 

wisdom, right judgment and reading the signs of 

the times. 

St Ignatius tells us the best way to prepare for the 

future is to let go of the unhealed past, as best as 

we can, and live in the here and now. The Holy 

Spirit helps us see what needs to be done today 

and what preparation is necessary for tomorrow. 

This is such simple and sound advice and yet many 

of us don't heed it. For some of us it takes nothing 

to feel the hurt and pain of our past or to be 

consumed by the future. 

Alcoholics Anonymous sums it up neatly when it 

tells us to take life ‘one day at a time’ which is 

another way of saying what Matthew's community 

came to see, ‘keep awake because you know not 

the time or place’. 

© Richard Leonard SJ. 

 
 

2018 Prep Transition Program 
 

Session 2: Tuesday 14th November 2017  
Student focus:  Getting to know the school by 
visiting the Art Room and the Playground.    
Teacher focus: Observing the children in art room 
and playground settings. 
Parent focus:   Legal requirements and obligations 
as a parent.  
Fitting out your child with their new school uniform. 
 

Session 3: Monday 20th November 2017  
Student focus: Getting to know the Learning 
Resource Centre.     

Teacher focus: Observing the children in library 
settings. 
Parent focus:   Supporting your child and the school 
in Literacy & Numeracy. Discuss with the parents 
the importance of reading and the resources 
available to them. 
 

Prep Parent Dinner: Friday 24th November 2017 
(6.30pm)  
2017 & 2018 Prep Parents gather for dinner hosted 
by the school staff. It’s a very special night. 
 

Session 4: Wednesday 29th November 2017  
Student focus: Visiting the Prep classrooms 
Teacher focus: Introducing the children to their new 
classroom and talking about what will happen when 
they come to school.  
Parent focus:   Student Wellbeing / Special Needs / 
Program Support. 
 

Session 5: Tuesday 5th December 2017  
Student focus: Getting to know my new friends in 
my classroom. 
Teacher focus: Establishing simple classroom 
expectations with the children. E.g. At school we 
take turns to talk - we put up our hand.  
Parent focus:   As part of the final transition session, 
there will be a morning tea provided for all parents 
from 9:00am. It provides an opportunity for parents 
to continue to develop and deepen social 
connections across the Foundation year level and 
our school community. Our Year Four students, as 
the future buddies of Foundation students in 2018 
will be organising this morning tea for you. 

 

Grade 6: Transitioning From 
Primary To Secondary School 
Every day is a transition day. Students make many 

formal transitions in and between schools: from 

home or preschool to school, from grade to grade, 

from primary school to secondary school, from 

compulsory education to post-compulsory 

education and to further education, training or work.  
 

Each of these transitions involves students’ 

expectations and concerns, and the processes of 

leaving one location, settling into another, leaving 

old friends, making new friends, and continuing 

learning and development.  
 

Transitions are not just isolated events, but involve 

the context in which they happen. These points of 

transition are critical moments in determining 

students’ wellbeing and learning. Many of the 

important transitions between educational settings 

occur at times of rapid student growth and 

development, when they are concerned about 

issues of identity (who am I?), relationships (how do I 

relate to others?) and future (what will I be?).  
 

How they approach these transitions, and how they 

fare through them, may be determined by many  



 
 

factors at home and at school. Importantly, the 

impact of transitions is also influenced and shaped 

by institutional responses.  
 

For schools, some transitions have particular 

consequences because of the degree of change 

involved or because of the numbers of students 

undergoing that transition at the same time. How we 

prepare for and manage these transitions will 

influence whether or not the transition is a positive 

and successful experience. 
 

At St Ambrose, our Grade 6 students will shortly be 

engaged in their own transition program that 

supports them in developing specific skills that: 

 Develop new friendships and improving self-

esteem and confidence  

 Assist them in their new school life, so that there 

are few concerns for parents  

 Showing an increasing interest in school and 

school work  

 Getting used to new routines and school 

organisation  

 And experiencing curriculum continuity.  

Please ensure that your Grade 6 chid is in 

attendance on Monday 27th November, so that they 

are able to attend the Transition Program. This 

program brings students from across the district 

together, further enhancing your child’s peer 

networks and confidence. 

 

For those that are enrolled to attend Sacred Heart 

College, your transition day is Tuesday 12th 

December, 2017. You might notice that we have 

moved our school’s sports carnival so that it doesn’t 

clash with this day. 
 

2018 School Fees & Levies 
 

Following the School Finance Meeting, we wish to 

advise parents of the 2018 school fees and levies.  
 

The School Family Fee for 2018 is: $1780 per family. 

The School Family Fee will be payable in three 

instalments over the first three terms of the school 

year.  This billing process aims to remove expenses 

from Term 4 where people have other priorities, 

including Christmas. 
 

The Student Levy for all students for the 2018 has 

increased by $10 to $485. The Student Levy 

specifically covers costs associated with curriculum, 

e.g. books, e-learning, art material, excursions and 

incursions. 
 

Please note that there will be no further request for 

funds throughout the year for either Excursions, 

Sports Programs or Sacramental Programs. 
 

It is important to understand that the levies collected 

are pooled so as to ensure the best value for dollar is 

achieved.  
 

We take pride in the fact that we are able to 

achieve excellent educational outcomes for our 

students whilst providing an affordable Catholic 

education.  

 

In keeping our costs low and affordable, it is essential 

that families contribute to their child’s education by 

ensuring that payment of the fees and levies are 

made each year.  
 

For 2018, the Student Levy of $485 is to be paid by 

Friday 24th February 2018. This is essential as the 

school is billed well prior to this date for the resources 

purchased for the coming year. 
 

Please note that all school fees are due at the 

beginning of each billing period or by instalments as 

arranged with the Principal.  Any alternative 

arrangements need to be organised with the 

Principal during the first term.   
 

For families who are currently in arrears for the 

2016/2017 school year and have not made an 

arrangement with the school, it is essential that you 

please attend to your account as soon as possible or 

to contact the office prior to next Friday 17th 

November 2017. Families in arrears will be asked to 

enter into a payment plan so as to ensure that 

arrears do not become unmanageable. Please note 

that we do everything we can to hold costs down 

whilst providing the best education opportunities 

possible for your child. 
 

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank 

the many parents who have supported the school in 

a non-financial way through their participation in 

classroom activities and parent groups.  

 

Our community, as a whole, has gained greatly from 

the gift of their time, effort and support.  

 



2018 Classes – Parental Input 
If you wish to write in and provide us with further 

insight into your child’s learning and social needs so 

that we are better placed to allocate a grade for 

them that best suits their needs, could you please do 

so by next Friday. 

All letters or emails must be received by Friday 17th 

November and addressed to the principal marked 

“Confidential”. The email address to use is: 

dnoack@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au  

 
 

 
 
This week’s phrase is: 

しつもんがあります。 

’Shitumon ga arimas’ 
(Excuse me Sensei, I have 

a question) 
 

 

 

 

 
Week 7 
Monday: 20.11 

 School Organisation Meeting – 8.15am – 8.30am 

 2018 Prep Orientation Session 3: 9-10am 

Tuesday: 21.11 

  Grade 3 – 6 Rotations 

Wednesday: 22.11 

 Class Mass: 9.30am – Prep R & Prep/1E 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons – 11.30am – 8.00pm 

 Parish Information Evening 7.30pm 

Thursday: 23.11  

 Sports Uniform: Gr 5/6F, Gr 5/6R, Gr 4/5W, Gr 

3/4M, Gr 3/4P. 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm – 5.15pm 

Friday: 24.11 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 1/2R, Gr 1/2T, Gr P/1E, Gr PR 

 2018 Prep Parent Dinner 

Week 8 
Monday: 27.11 

 School Organisation Meeting – 8.15am – 8.30am 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

 Grade 6 Transition Program – St Mary’s, 

Lancefield. 

Tuesday: 28.11 

  Japanese Incursion For Grade 1 & 2 

Wednesday: 29.11 

 2018 Prep Orientation Session 4: 9-10am 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons – 11.30am – 8.00pm 

Thursday: 30.11 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 5/6F, Gr 5/6R, Gr 4/5W, Gr 

3/4M, Gr 3/4P. 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm – 5.15pm 

 Educating the Digital Tween Parent Seminar 

Friday: 01.12  

 Sports Uniform: Gr 1/2R, Gr 1/2T, Gr P/1E, Gr PR 

Saturday: 02.12 

 Family Mass – New Prep Families (2018) 

Week 9 
 

Monday: 04.12 

 School Organisation Meeting – 8.15am – 8.30am 

 Advent Paraliturgy Week 1 

 Student Orientation Day 1 

Tuesday: 05.12 

 2018 Prep Orientation Session 5: 9-10am 

 Parent Helper Course 

 Grade 3 – 6 Rotations 

Wednesday: 06.12 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons – 11.30am – 8.00pm 

Thursday: 07.12 

 St Ambrose Feast Day 

 Whole School Mass & Celebration 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 5/6F, Gr 5/6R, Gr 4/5W, Gr 

3/4M, Gr 3/4P. 

Friday: 08.12 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 1/2R, Gr 1/2T, Gr P/1E, Gr PR 
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Week 10 
Monday: 11.12 

 School Organisation Meeting – 8.15am – 8.30am 

 Advent Paraliturgy Week  

 Student Orientation Day 2 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

Tuesday: 12.12 

  Sacred Heart College Grade 6 Transition Day. 

Wednesday: 13.12 

 St Ambrose School Sports Carnival (Whole 

School). Please note that this is a change of date 

due to clashing with the SHC Transition. 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons: 11.30am  

Thursday: 14.12 

 School Advisory Dinner 7.00pm 

Friday: 15.12 

 Student reports sent home. 

 

Week 11 – Final Week 

Monday: 18.12 

 School Organisation Meeting – 8.15am – 8.30am 

 Advent Paraliturgy Week  

 Grade 6 Celebration Day 

Tuesday: 19.12 

 Grade 6 Graduation Mass & Dinner – 6.00pm 

Wednesday: 20.12 

 End of Term 4 

 Whole School Liturgy – 9.30am 

 School Award Ceremony: 12.30pm 

 Students dismissed at 1.30pm 

 

Getting To Class Early Can Make A 
Huge Difference! 
Getting to class early gives a student the 

advantage of getting ready for the day. It also 

gives our teacher’s a chance to check in with your 

child, to see how they are travelling and if there is 

anything they need to help them have a better 

experience.  

 

Simple things like learning that a student got to bed 

late can explain why they may not be engaging as 

normal, or it could be an opportunity for the 

teacher to do a quick focus lesson to help the 

student engage in their learning.  

 

Being here on time provides the opportunity to be 

organised, relaxed, ready and to engage not only 

in the learning but to connect into those special  

friendships and social groups that make such a big 

difference to a child’s experience of school and 

the day itself. 

 

 PARISH STEWARDSHIP 

PROGRAM 2017 - WEEK 2 
  

When:   7.30PM, WEDNESDAY 22ND NOV. 

Where: ST AMBROSE CHURCH            

· Discuss our achievements 

· Hear about our plans 

· Discuss what it means to be part 

of Our Parish Community 

Who:  EVERYONE IS INVITED! 

RSVP:   at Mass this weekend or email                 

  response to School 

 



               

 

Poems 

from 3/4P students 

People are everywhere. 

They are crying with fear,  

“Get me out of here!” 

See this is war; the exact opposite of peace. 

Peace is gardens, green grass, people getting along with 

each other.  

This is war. This is not peace. 

By William M 3/4P 

 

 

I stand in a field. The peaceful birds are 

singing. 

Unlike the men who fought in wars, my 

ears, they are not ringing. 

I sit and stare, quite solemnly, at soldiers 

where they lay. 

And I thank God for the peace, henceforth 

Remembrance Day.  

Jack M 3/4P 

 

  

A Special Welcome To Miss Bonnie Thorsen 
Who Is Taking Our Students For Physical 
Education For The Remainder Of This Year. 
 

 

Money Matters 
Regular payments are 

being made into the 

school’s bank account.  

Could you please check 

your statements as the 

deposits are 

unidentifiable.  Please 

contact Karen at the 

office to discuss if you 

think these deposits 

belong to you. 



CANTEEN SPECIAL 

 

Charlie’s Lasagna  

 

 
 

Come and try my delicious 

lasagna 

 

On sale at the canteen  
 

Monday 13th and Wednesday 

14th November 

Price:   $4-00 

 

Please supply a paper bag with 

your name and class. 

Also include the money in the bag. 
 

Community News 

 
 



 


