
 
Dear Parents, Students & Friends of St Ambrose, 
 

This weekend marks the end of the liturgical year 

and heralds in the coming season of Advent. We are 

in a period of transition. Like our students beginning 

to prepare for next year, as people of faith, we begin 

to reflect upon the past year, remain alert and look 

forward. Time is a very mysterious, elastic dimension 

in which we live? 

And have you found that often the anticipation of 

a future event affects our sense of present time. It 

can dictate what we do in the meantime. 

Sometimes that future event never materializes, 

which can leave us feeling somewhat foolish, 

sometimes disappointed, and sometimes relieved. 

But what if we knew with certainty that some major 

life determining event would most definitely occur, 

even in the remote future? Wouldn’t that create 

within us a certain attitude, a certain way of life, in 

anticipation? 

The Gospel, through each liturgical season, reminds 

us to attend to our spiritual selves and helps us to 

develop a mindset that places Christ at the forefront 

of our thinking and living. As we come to the end of 

this year’s liturgical calendar and enter into the 

season of Advent, may each of us take time to 

reflect upon the year past, the life events that have 

turned our hearts and minds to God, and take a 

moment, like the prophet Ezekiel, to give thanks for 

the gift of faith that enables us to tend to our own 

flock. 

In saying this, I wish to thank each of you as parents 

in supporting your child in faith by providing them 

with an education that is centred in the Gospel. May 

the lessons learnt provide guidance and hope as 

they live in the present and in anticipation for the 

future. 
 

Blessings to you and your family, 
 

Des Noack 

Principal 

 

 

NEWSLETTER NO.  37 
THURSDAY 23R D  NOVEMBER 2017 

 

Week 8 
Monday: 27.11 

 School Organisation Meeting – 8.15am – 8.30am 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

 Grade 6 Transition Program – St Mary’s, 

Lancefield. 

Tuesday: 28.11 

  Japanese Incursion For Grade 1 & 2 

Wednesday: 29.11 

 2018 Prep Orientation Session 4: 9-10am 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons – 10.00am – 8.00pm 

Thursday: 30.11 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 5/6F, Gr 5/6R, Gr 4/5W, Gr 

3/4M, Gr 3/4P. 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm – 5.15pm 

 Educating the Digital Tween Parent Seminar 7pm 

Friday: 01.12  

 Sports Uniform: Gr 1/2R, Gr 1/2T, Gr P/1E, Gr PR 

Saturday: 02.12 

 Family Mass – New Prep Families (2018) 

 
 

 
Grade 5/6 Mental Health Incursion 

On the 21st of November Paul H, one of the Dads 

from our school came to visit the Grade 5/6’s to talk 

about mental health. Paul is a school counsellor, and 

he came to tell us all about what he does and how 

to help us with getting ready for high school. 
 

Paul taught us all about Shark and Dolphin thoughts 

which are the good and the bad thoughts and he 

also showed us that keeping fit and healthy is as 

important as keeping your mind healthy too. At the 

end of it we all learnt a lot and we would like to thank 

Paul for coming and teaching us. 

By Molly G 5/6F 
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This Sunday’s Gospel 

 

First Reading 
Ez 34:11-12. 15-17 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel 

You, my flock, I judge between sheep and sheep. 

The Lord says this: I am going to look after my 

flock myself and keep all of it in view. As a 

shepherd keeps all his flock in view when he 

stands up in the middle of his scattered sheep, so 

shall I keep my sheep in view. I shall rescue 

them from wherever they have been scattered 

during the mist and darkness. I myself will 

pasture my sheep, I myself will show them where 

to rest – it is the Lord who speaks. I shall look 

for the lost one, bring back the stray, bandage 

the wounded and make the weak strong. I shall 

watch over the fat and healthy. I shall be a true 

shepherd to them. 

As for you, my sheep, the Lord says this: I will 

judge between sheep and sheep, between rams 

and he-goats. 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 22:1-3. 5-6. R. v.1 

(R.) The Lord is my shepherd; 

there is nothing I shall want. 

1. The Lord is my shepherd; 

there is nothing I shall want. 

Fresh and green are the pastures 

where he gives me repose. (R.) 

2. Near restful waters he leads me, 

to revive my drooping spirit. 

He guides me along the right path; 

he is true to his name. (R.) 

3. You have prepared a banquet for me 

in the sight of my foes. 

My head you have anointed with oil; 

my cup is overflowing. (R.) 

4. Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me 

all the days of my life. 

In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell 

for ever and ever. (R.) 

 

 

Charlie says “Thanks!” 

 
 
I would like to thank everyone who supported 

me by buying the lasagne that I made. 

I really enjoyed making the lasagne. 

I have been helping Erica in the canteen on 

Monday mornings for an hour and I have also 

helped make burgers. 

 

Cooking is something I like doing so I really 

appreciate Erica giving me this opportunity to 

help her. 

THANK YOU ERICA! 
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Parent Voice……Feedback 

It has been wonderful to receive so many emails 

regarding student placement for next year. Each 

email received is read with the mindset that it 

provides further insight into the learning and social 

needs of the child. 

A secondary benefit that occurs through this 

process is the feedback we receive regarding the 

teaching practices and positive relationships 

formed between teacher and student throughout 

the year. 

This feedback reaffirms to all of us as staff at St 

Ambrose, what you as parents are seeking from us 

in doing our best for your child. 

The following comments have been taken from 

emails received from you as parents in the last four 

week. Names have been removed to provide 

anonymity but the clarity of the message remains 

the same. 

Thank you for your input. It is both valued and 
provides an opportunity for us to reflect upon our 
own practices as Catholic teachers and leaders 
within our community.  

 
“Our child struggles with staying on task and can 

be easily distracted. His teacher very quickly 

identified his strengths and weaknesses 

and continues to develop strategies to assist him in 

the classroom (most notably around writing) as 

well as communicate regularly with me on his 

progress. It sometimes feels as if he is the only child 

in the class given her ability to focus on his needs! 

I'm very grateful for the support she has given him 

(and me) and hope that wherever he ends up in 

2018, we can continue with the progress made by 

this teacher.” 

 “She really needs assistance to feel comfortable in 
the environment and ensure she does not get lost in 
the crowd as she will try to hide and go unnoticed.” 
 
“My child’s teacher has worked tirelessly to build 

him back up, and the turnaround in him has been 

incredible. We really can’t thank her enough for the 

way she has handled him this year (though we 

certainly will try!)” 

“Teacher-wise, personality goes a long way with 

our sensitive boy. He’s a creative one, so anyone 

who’s willing to foster and encourage that side of 

their pupils would be ideal.   I feel like the 

teacher/student relationship is like any adult 

working relationship in business or socially - if 

there’s a personality clash, the odds of working well 

together are fairly slim. “ 

“A friend recently described learning to read as 

being 'like trying to light a fire –sometimes hard to 

get going but spreading rapidly once ignited' and 

there certainly seems to have been a wonderful 

spread of the reading bug in their classroom; their 

learning in other areas including Maths also seems 

to have been similarly infectious.” 

“We hope that the teacher he is placed with next 

year will be able to continue to encourage his 

academic, spiritual and emotional growth. We feel 

he responds best to a soft approach and that 

he would benefit from being placed with a teacher 

who is gentle and nurturing in their approach and 

who is creative and pro-active in facilitating 

learning at his level and who provides plenty of 

extension opportunities. “ 

“I try to extend my child at home by challenging his 

thinking, questioning his reasoning/argument and 

providing him with a space to truly explore himself, 

his strengths and his interests. But he also needs 

this support at the school level, where a growth 

mindset can really be encouraged.” 
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 “We have been so fortunate to have had her 

placed with two fantastic, highly experienced 

teachers who really put so much into the kids in 

their classes. They have both taken the time to get 

to know our daughter & figure out how best to 

approach her learning experiences.” 

“I have no requests concerning teachers for either 

of my children as I think all of the teachers at your 

school are fabulous and I am happy for them to be 

placed with any one of them.” 

“We want to ensure she is being challenged and 

given opportunities that are stimulating for her. I 

do find she can take on more and more, whatever 

we can give her from an academic perspective... So 

I'm happy with that.” 

“What a great choice for a teacher for our child this 

year! Our daughter has blossomed under her 

guidance and energetic teaching. She has become 

more organized, more responsible for her own 

learning and more willing to take risks with 

learning (she's also become more competitive 

under her teacher’s tireless desire to beat all other 

classes in all things!) Our child’s teacher has not 

only helped our daughter to strive for her personal 

best but on at least two occasions has dug up 

teaching material for our other children who were 

struggling in different areas.” 

“We've noticed his interest in maths has increased 

since he moved into the higher group last term. As 

always, we are happy to be guided by where his 

teachers feel he is best placed however. 

“A teacher that would suit my son would be 

someone who provides engaging curriculum and 

who can extend his range of learning.  They would 

also have an understanding of how to manage a 

sensitive child as to not impact on their willingness 

to learn.  He is a very sensitive and intuitive child 

and requires positive re-enforcement even in not 

ideal situations.  I have found at home he responds 

better to asking him if his behaviour is acceptable 

or not and having a conversation with him around 

this rather than making demands of him.” 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Japanese phrase for the week ‘Tanoshii!’ 
 
On Tuesday next week, year one and two students 
will have Japanese incursion to experience 
traditional tea ceremony, Origami and Yukata.   
There will be a total of 14 Japanese volunteers 
demonstrating these activities.   
 
Sensei will encourage all students to use any 
Japanese they know to interact with Japanese 
visitors.  Arigato gozaimas (Thank you), Tanoshii 
(It’s fun) and Yookoso (Welcome) are the great 
phrases to use during the activity, not to mention to 
exchange greeting in Japanese such as 
Konnichiwa (good afternoon) and Sayonara (good 
bye). 

 

‘Tanoshii!’ 
たのしい! 

(It’s fun!) 
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2018 Prep Transition Program 
 

Session 4: Wednesday 29th November 2017  
Student focus: Visiting the Prep classrooms 
Teacher focus: Introducing the children to their new 
classroom and talking about what will happen when 
they come to school.  
Parent focus:   Student Wellbeing / Special Needs / 
Program Support. 
 

Session 5: Tuesday 5th December 2017  
Student focus: Getting to know my new friends in 
my classroom. 
Teacher focus: Establishing simple classroom 
expectations with the children. E.g. At school we 
take turns to talk - we put up our hand.  
Parent focus:   As part of the final transition session, 
there will be a morning tea provided for all parents 
from 9:00am. It provides an opportunity for parents 
to continue to develop and deepen social 
connections across the Foundation year level and 
our school community. Our Year Four students, as 
the future buddies of Foundation students in 2018 
will be organising this morning tea for you. 

 

End of Year Planning For Grade 6 

Monday 18th December 

Grade 6 Celebration Day: Grade 6 students will be 

having a great day at the Melbourne Aquatic 

Centre to celebrate their final week at St Ambrose. 

Parents are welcome to come along and join in the 

fun of the day. 

Students will need to bring bathers, towel,  a snack, 

lunch and drink bottle. 

We require 4 volunteer parents to accompany our 

students and assist with supervision. 

Parents wishing to join their child at MSAC for the 

day will need pay for entry into MSAC and make 

their own way to MSAC due to limited seating on 

the bus.  
 

Tuesday: 19th December 

Grade 6 Graduation Mass & Presentations 

6.00pm  Grade 6 Graduation Mass –followed 

by presentations, speeches, a visual 

presentation by Grade 6 students. 
 

Wednesday: 20th December 

9.30am   End of Year Mass  

10.30 – 11.00am  Recess  

11.00 – 12.10pm  Normal classroom activities.  

12.10pm – 12.15pm Line up and move to hall. 

12.15pm   Grade 6 Farewell Ceremony 

commences 

1.15pm   Grade 6’s move to oval with 

all other classes following.  

Grade 6’s form a circle, with 

grades gathering around them. 

Once all gathered, a special 

blessing takes place.  

The bell will ring at 1.30pm. 

1.30pm   End of year dismissal. 
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Being Transparent About Our Data 
What Our Numeracy & Data Is Showing. 

The NAPLAN data from the previous three years 

continues to show that our students are making 

great gains from Grade 3 to 5 but because their 

starting point began at a much lower base. So 

much so that it gave the impression that our 

students are not learning as well as they could be. 

Our aim in the past three year’s has been  to ensure 

that every child, regardless of their starting point 

from Prep, is able to have the best possible start in 

every year. What’s really positive about the data 

shown here is the results being achieved in our 

Junior grades. It reflects the initiatives taken to 

improve student learning at St Ambrose. If these 

results continue, we should see a tremendous turn 

around in NAPLAN data. More importantly, our 

students having a real sense of their ability to be 

great learners and achievers. 

The starting point for Grade 1’s is now well above 

the norm expected for this year level. The pattern is 

similar for Grade 2. Preliminary data regarding our 

current Prep students confirms that they also are 

beginning from a much higher starting point. 

Every year level has made great progress, some 

more so than others. 

 

Grade 1: May to November 2017 Numeracy 

 
Grade 1: May to November 2017 Reading 

 
Grade 2: May to November 2017 Numeracy 

 

Grade 2: May to November 2017 Reading 

 
Grade 3: May to November 2017 Numeracy 

 
Grade 3: May to November 2017 Reading 

 
Grade 4: May to November 2017 Numeracy 

 
Grade 4: May to November 2017 Reading 

 
Grade 5: May to November 2017 Numeracy 
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Grade 5: May to November 2017 Reading 

 
Grade 6: May to November 2017 Numeracy 

 
Grade 6: May to November 2017 Reading 

 
 

 

Our Lost Property basket in 

the hallway near the 

uniform shop has a handful 

of named items (Yeehar!)  

However, we also have a 

bag of unreadable 

/unnamed new uniform 

pieces at the front office. 

These items vary in size so please, if your child has lost 

an item come in and see Karen or Justine at the front 

office.  

At the conclusion of Term 4 end these items will be 

gone.  

We urge you as parents/carers to put iron on labels 

on your children's uniform and kitchenware that they 

bring to school, we find with written names they 

wear off after a couple of washes or become 

illegible. 

 

These uniform pieces are so expensive, we really do 

try to return all items to owners. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation 

 

 
Supporting Your Local 

Business This Christmas 
So what’s so special about Woodend and our local 

townships when shopping locally? The answer is 

simple. It’s the faces behind the counter, the people 

who run the stores, create or grow the product and 

stack the shelves. These faces are most likely to be 

your neighbour, a member of a social group or one 

of our parents or past students from St Ambrose. 

So when preparing for this season of Christmas, 

consider how you might contribute to our local 

community: 

Improve the local economy. 

When we buy local, significantly more of that money 

stays in the community.  

Local business owners and their staff then have the 

ability to support other local businesses, patronizing 

local establishments for both business and personal 

reasons. For us as a school, this is reflected in the 

support so generously given by local businesses that 

support so many of our events throughout the year. 

Know the people behind the product. 

When you personally know the people behind the 

business where you’re buying local products and 

services, you enjoy a connection you would not 

otherwise have. Along with the rest of the 

community, you celebrate when a favourite local 

business succeeds and you mourn when it’s forced 

to shut its doors. So many of our school families rely 

on their capacity to run an effective and profitable 

businesses. We not only benefit from their 

commitment to service but their personal 

relationship with each of us as a customer. 

Keep your community unique. 

Local businesses give a community its flavour. Cities 

have similar chain restaurants, grocery and 

department stores but for us in the local region, that 

cafe down the street where you have breakfast 

every Saturday morning is one-of-a-kind. The 

combined presence of your town’s many local 

businesses makes it different from every other town. 

By supporting those businesses, you ensure that 

uniqueness is preserved as a part of your community. 
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More personalized service. 

Having the owner nearby also means that the owner 

personally knows their customers. They know the 

products you buy or the services you request on a 

regular basis and can tailor services to make your 

experience even better.  

Buying local has benefits beyond mere 

convenience. When you support local business 

owners, you get a better level of service, as well as 

helping make your community a better place to 

live.  

This year, St Ambrose Parish School has had amazing 

support from so many of our local businesses. 

Through their support we have been able to run 

many events that not only our students, but families 

have enjoyed.  

This Christmas, take the opportunity to recognise 

their gift of generosity to not only our school but to 

the local community and make our township the 

place to go for those special gifts and daily needs.  

You could start tonight!    

 

 

 

 

Christmas Raffle 2017  

Once again we are calling for donations to build our 

annual Christmas Raffle. With these donations, 

hampers will be made up as raffle prizes, as well as 

donating some small hampers to families within our 

school community who may struggling a little at this 

time of year.  

When you have made your purchase please place 

your item in the Christmas Box in your child’s 

classroom. Raffle ticket books will be sent home 

Monday 27th November. Each set of books will have 

5 tickets at $2.00 each to buy or sell to family 

members. If you require extra tickets please contact 

the front office.  

Please return stubs and money to your classroom 

teacher by Friday 15th December. The draw will take 

place at our end of year assembly on Wednesday 

20th December.  

The Raffle draw is a much anticipated event for the 

children, please “be in it to win it”.  

Thanks, in anticipation. Sandy H 
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We have one last Scholastic Book Club before the 
end of the school year, catalogues went home last 
week. This is a great and timely opportunity to do 
some Christmas Shopping. Ordering using the LOOP 
system does give you the option of nominating your 
order as a GIFT which means you can personally 
collect the order rather than it being delivered to 
your child in the classroom. If you are ordering here 
at school, just let me know and I will hold it aside for 
you. Thanks again for your generous support of our 
Scholastic initiatives, it has literally translated into 
100’s of new books for our Library this year, all 
selections made by our SRC Team. 
 
Next week will be the final class borrowing 
opportunity for this year. After this, all outstanding 
Library books must be returned. This is a good time 
to have a look under beds and on book shelves for 
any books that need to be returned to avoid an 
overdue notice.   
Thanks again. 
Annie  
 

  
Due Wednesday 7th December 
 

 

 
Week 8 
Monday: 27.11 

 School Organisation Meeting – 8.15am – 8.30am 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

 Grade 6 Transition Program – St Mary’s, 

Lancefield. 

Tuesday: 28.11 

  Japanese Incursion For Grade 1 & 2 

Wednesday: 29.11 

 2018 Prep Orientation Session 4: 9-10am 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons – 10.00am – 8.00pm 

Thursday: 30.11 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 5/6F, Gr 5/6R, Gr 4/5W, Gr 

3/4M, Gr 3/4P. 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm – 5.15pm 

 Educating the Digital Tween Parent Seminar 7pm 

Friday: 01.12  

 Sports Uniform: Gr 1/2R, Gr 1/2T, Gr P/1E, Gr PR 

Saturday: 02.12 

 Family Mass – New Prep Families (2018) 

Week 9 
Monday: 04.12 

 School Organisation Meeting – 8.15am – 8.30am 

 Advent Paraliturgy Week 1 

 Student Orientation Day 1 

Tuesday: 05.12 

 2018 Prep Orientation Session 5: 9-10am 

 Parent Helper Course 

 Grade 3 – 6 Rotations 

Wednesday: 06.12 

 Scholastic Book Club Orders Due 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons – 10.00am – 8.00pm 

Thursday: 07.12 

 St Ambrose Feast Day 

 Whole School Mass & Celebration 

Friday: 08.12 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 1/2R, Gr 1/2T, Gr P/1E, Gr PR 

Week 10 
Monday: 11.12 

 School Organisation Meeting – 8.15am – 8.30am 

 Advent Paraliturgy Week  

 Student Orientation Day 2 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

 

Tuesday: 12.12 

 Sacred Heart College Grade 6 Transition Day. 

 4/5BW Incursion – Kids Helpline in Schools - 

Friendship 

Wednesday: 13.12 

 St Ambrose School Sports Carnival (Whole 

School). Please note that this is a change of date 

due to clashing with the SHC Transition. 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons: 10.00am  

Thursday: 14.12 

 School Advisory Dinner 7.00pm 

 4/5BW Excursion - Cinema Bendigo 

Friday: 15.12 

 Student reports sent home. 

Week 11 – Final Week 

Monday: 18.12 

 School Organisation Meeting – 8.15am – 8.30am 

 Advent Paraliturgy Week  

 Grade 6 Celebration Day 

Tuesday: 19.12 

 Grade 6 Graduation Mass & Dinner – 6.00pm 

Wednesday: 20.12 

 End of Term 4 

 Whole School Liturgy – 9.30am 

 School Award Ceremony: 12.30pm 

 Students dismissed at 1.30pm 
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Community News 

 

 

Community News 

 
 

 
 

 


