
 
 

Dear Parents, Students & Friends of St Ambrose, 
 

Thank you for your understanding and support 

over the last week in regard to our staff 

undertaking professional training in the areas of 

literacy and feedback. 

In walking through the school these past three 

days, I have already seen strategies presented 

both last Friday and Monday being implemented 

into the classroom. 
 

Parent/Teacher interviews held last Tuesday and 

Thursday evenings allow us as teachers to get an 

insight into your child through your eyes. You, as 

parents, are the first educators of your children. 

From the day they were born, you gained a 

wisdom about your child that no other person will 

ever have. The sharing of this wisdom continues to 

enhance the teacher / parent relationship that 

focuses on helping your child experience success 

in their learning, social, spiritual and physical 

development. This partnership also lets your child 

know that what goes on in school will be shared 

and supported at home. 

On behalf of the teaching staff, I would like to 

express our thanks for the time that you as parents 

gave up to give us a little insight into your child as 

a learner.  It was also great to get feedback from 

so many parents at their appreciation for what our 

teachers already knew of their child’s strengths 

and challenges.  
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Throughout this year, we strongly encourage you 

to continue to have these conversations with 

your child’s classroom teacher. It may take place 

in the corridor, a planned meeting, phone call or 

simple email. Together, our shared knowledge 

and experience can make a hugely positive 

difference to your child’s development. 

Contained in this week’s newsletter are graphs 

that provide a clear indication of the learning 

improvements that have been achieved in the 

last three years when comparing the learning 

growth of our Grade 5 students to that of 

students within the state. What has also been 

pleasing to note is that student absenteeism has 

declined and student attendance has risen from 

94% to 95% and that students attending 90% or 

more of the time has risen from 83% in 2015 to 

87% in 2017. All of this equates to far better 

learning outcomes for our students. 
 

 
 

It’s not often that I get a little nervous at having 

visitors to the school but today was one of those 

days. Superintendent of Yamato City Board of 

Education - Takao Kakimoto, Director of Yamato 

City Educational Research Institute - Takashi 

Takenaka, Teacher’s Consultant of Yamato City 

Educational Research Institute - Masafumi 

Miyazaki & English Education Supervisor of 

Yamato City Board of Education - Kazuko Hibi, 

visited our school today to enter into a sister – 

school partnership between St Ambrose Parish 

Primary School and the Yamato City Board of 

Education in Japan. 
 

Kindest regards, 
 

Des Noack 

Principal 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 

Project 

Compassion 

Second Week of Lent 

Rattanak is a skilled 

young barber, living 

an independent life 

in rural Cambodia. 

But it wasn’t always 

that way. As a child 

he contracted polio 

and also became 

deaf. Like many 

people who are 

deaf or hard of 

hearing, Rattanak 

faced isolation, with a lack of opportunity to 

escape poverty. After joining the Deaf 

Development Program run by Caritas 

Australia’s partner, Maryknoll Cambodia, his 

life was transformed and he is now supporting 

himself, his wife and baby. 

Please donate to Project Compassion 

2018 and help deaf youth in Cambodia to 

build a just future, and live in communities 

that uphold everyone’s dignity.  

A Just Future starts with your support! 

You can donate through Project Compassion 

boxes/envelopes, visit 

www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion 

/phone 1800 024 413 or we have 

Collection Boxes in each of the 

classrooms here at St Ambrose.  

  

 
 
 

Week 6 
Monday: 05.03 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

Wednesday: 07.03 

 Social Justice Team Leadership Day 

 Sacred Heart Grade 5 Transition Day 

 Class Mass – 9.30am (4/5F) 

 Music Works – Tuition Lessons 

Thursday: 08.03 

 Staff Meeting – 3.45pm till 5.00pm 

 

Week 7 
Monday: 12.03 

 Labour Day – School Closure Day 

Wednesday: 14.03 

 Class Mass – 9.30am (1/2T) 

 Music Works Tuition Lessons 

Thursday: 15.03 

 Reconciliation Workshop 7:00pm (Grade 3’s) 

 Staff Meeting  - 3:45pm till 5:00pm 

Friday: 16.03 

 National Day Against Bullying  

 

Week 8 
Monday: 19.03 

 School Assembly 2:55pm 

Tuesday: 20.03 

 Whole School Photos 

Wednesday: 21.03 

 Class Mass – 9.30am (Gr 2/3T & 3/4P) 

 Music Works Tuition Lessons 

 Sacrament of Reconciliation 7:00pm (Grade 

3’s) 

Thursday: 22.03 

 Staff Meeting  - 3:45pm till 5:00pm 

Friday: 16.03 

 National Day Against Bullying  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion


 

The Royal Children’s Hospital 

Good Friday Appeal 
Hello, my name is Keeley and I’m a Grade 6 

student here at St Ambrose. 

I will be collecting money for the Royal 

Children’s Hospital Good Friday Appeal.  

I have been collecting for the past 3 years 

and the generosity of families at St Ambrose 

has been amazing.   

I have raised over $4,000 for The Children’s 

Hospital.  

My money has supported them to purchase 

the tools, clothing and equipment that they 

need to help kids get better - just like me! 

I am going to run a sausage sizzle on the 26th 

March at lunch time (1:30). 

Please bring a gold coin donation.   

Thank you for your support.  

Keeley W (5/6 M)  

 

 

 

How Early Is Too Early? – Glad you asked the 

question?  

We love the fact that many of our students are very 

keen to get to school early and play with their friends 

but supervision of the school playground does not 

begin until 8.30am.  If children arrive before this time 

we request that they come directly inside and sit in 

the corridors until formal supervision begins 

otherwise we cannot ensure their safety.  We thank 

you in anticipation of your support and together we 

can ensure that the beginning of each school day is 

safe and full of fun! 

School Photos  

“Say CHEESE!” 
All students are to wear their full formal school 

Summer Uniform. 

 

The annual school photos will take place on 

Tuesday 20th of March.  Order forms will be sent 

home to each family before the day with a 

variety of packs to choose from.  It is a 

wonderful opportunity to capture that moment 

in time and see how your child grows and 

changes over their years in primary school.

 

Caught by the camera! The costume 

department for our school production is working 

overtime. So many talented parents! 

 

 I am not afraid of tomorrow, 

for I have seen yesterday and I 

love today. 
William Allen White 



 
 

Our annual Easter Raffle is on the horizon. From 

next week there will be a donation box in each 

classroom, and one in the hallway, for your 

quick convenience. We are looking for 

donations of anything with an Easter Theme so 

we can create our Easter Hampers. The obvious 

(and perhaps the easiest) choice is to buy 

chocolate, but we would really love to 

encourage other donations for example: An 

Easter book, ornament, fluffy toy or pair of ears 

perhaps?  

 

Raffle tickets will be sent home next Monday 5th 

March and will be due back by Monday 26th 

March in time for the draw on the last day of 

Term – Thursday 29th March. Many thanks, in 

anticipation. 

 

Dioramas of the Goldfields 

 
 

 

Canteen 
News 

Harvest time for the Canteen.  
Look out for our delicious white choc and 
rhubarb muffins over the coming weeks $1.50! 
 
If it is salad your child likes, we have delicious 
cherry tomatoes to add to our salad container. 
Our corn is almost ready to harvest and looks 
amazingly sweet. 
Shame the birds got to our raspberries, not a 
single one left!  
Healthy options you say!!! 
Some of our healthy options available in the 
canteen are: 
Anzac biscuits:   
A little something extra with sunflower and 
pumpkin seeds. 
Nut free bliss balls:  
protein balls, filled with dried fruit, oats, honey, 
coconut chia seeds and cacao nibs. 
These are full of sustenance to fill those hungry 
tummies, great paired with a cup of milk! 
 

 
 

There is also a mouth-watering recess special. 
It got a major thumbs up from my “testers.  It can 
only be purchased across the counter at recess 
 - Pot of vanilla yoghurt rhubarb and super 
crunchy Anzac wafers!!  $1.80 - Delicious!  



 
 

We’ve HIT 10,000 Sports for Schools Vouchers!!!!  
 

Thank you so much everyone – what a 

fabulous effort (and a lot of groceries!)  
 

We are still collecting - whether it is 1 or 101 

please bring them into school and place them 

in the big box in the school's entrance or in the 

smaller box that is placed in the hallway. If you 

have family members collecting the vouchers 

they can either pass them on to your family or 

they can pop them into the box labelled 'St. 

Ambrose' that is positioned in the Woodend 

Supermarket. 

Happy collecting! 
 

Thanks again, 

 

Mrs Beaumont.  

 
AN  EXA MP LE  OF  MO D E LLE D  WRITIN G  

The Story of the Butterfly 

A man found a cocoon of a butterfly. 

One day a small opening appeared. 

He sat and watched the butterfly for 

several hours as it struggled to 

squeeze its body through the tiny 

hole. Then it stopped, as if it couldn’t 

go further. 

 

So the man decided to help the 

butterfly. He took a pair of scissors and 

snipped off the remaining bits of 

cocoon. The butterfly emerged easily 

but it had a swollen body and 

shriveled wings. 

 

The man continued to watch it, 

expecting that any minute the wings 

would enlarge and expand enough 

to support the body. 

Neither happened! 

In fact the butterfly spent the rest of its 

life crawling around. It was never able 

to fly. 

 

What the man in his kindness and 

haste did not understand: The 

restricting cocoon and the struggle 

required by the butterfly to get 

through the opening was a way of 

forcing the fluid from the body into 

the wings so that it would be ready for 

flight once that was achieved. 

Sometimes struggles are exactly what 

we need in our lives. Going through 

life with no obstacles would cripple us. 

We would not be as strong as we 

could have been and we would 

never be able to fly. 
 

 
 

Challenge yourself, grow, blossom, and 
become who you were meant to be. Don't ever 

stay at a job solely out of convenience or 
comfort. Aim higher, even if that means 

pursuing another job that's just one step 
closer to your ultimate goal. 

 



 

The following outlines the daily school 

timetable. 

8.30 am  

Corridors opened to allow students to 

access internal toilets and gather in 

foyer. This is particularly important on 

those cold Woodend mornings. 

There is always a staff member on 

playground supervision from 8.30am. 

8.45 am  

Classrooms are open for students to 

place bags in lockers, to prepare items 

for the day or have a catch up chat with 

the teacher. Parents wishing to speak to 

the teacher at this time are asked to 

ensure that it be kept brief or to make 

an appointment at the end of the day 

as this time is a valuable time for the 

student and the teacher in developing 

their relationships and final class 

preparation time prior to class 

beginning. Teachers are very happy to 

call you back during the day to follow 

up anything you may wish to discuss. This 

is however a great time for parents to 

come into the classrooms and ask their 

child to show them what they have 

been doing in class. It provides your 

child with the opportunity to see things 

that you may not have otherwise seen 

at home. 

8.50am  

A single bell will toll reminding student to 

head to their classroom if they haven’t 

done so already. 

8.55am  

Class begins in 5 minutes. Students begin 

to gather for Morning Prayer.  

9.00 am  

Start of 1st Learning & Teaching Session. 

11.00 am  

End of Learning & Teaching Session. 

Playlunch eaten in class (5 minutes). 

Classroom teachers are to check that all 

students are wearing school hat prior to 

going to play and encourage the 

application of sunscreen. 

11.05 am  

Children sent out to recess. 

11.25 am  

Class begins in 5 minutes. Students to 

assemble under the shade sail near the 

oval and then return orderly and quietly 

to their classroom. 

11.30 am  

Start of 2nd Learning & Teaching Session. 

1.30 pm  

End of Learning & Teaching Session. 

Playlunch eaten in class (10 minutes). 

Classroom teachers are to check that all 

students are wearing school hat prior to 

going to play and encourage the 

application of sunscreen. 

1.40pm   

Children sent out to recess. 

2.25pm  

Class begins in 5 minutes. Students to 

assemble and then return orderly and 

quietly to their classroom. 

2.30 pm  

Start of 3rd Learning & Teaching Session. 

3.25 pm  

Prayer followed by reflection on learning 

achievements of the day. 

3.30 pm  

End of Learning & Teaching Session. 

Students dismissed to go home. 

Supervision after school occurs at the 

front of the school till 3.45pm 

 

 

 



Community News  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Community News  

 
 
Look out for our very own 
Monet on the Youth Stage at 
the Macedon Ranges Music 
Festival!   
 

Production Buzzzzzzzzzz this morning! 

 
 



 

 



 

 

Name Role 

Amelie Glinda 

Amy O Four Tots 

Anna Four Tots 

Archie Backstage Lighting 

Archie Cow 

Ava Ensemble (cyclone, Ozian, winged monkeys) 

Baylee Backstage Door Manager 

Bridgette Ensemble (cyclone, Ozian, winged monkeys) 

Bridie Farmhouse/ Dead Witch 

Bronte Cat (Ozian) / Munchkin 

Charlee Miss Gulch (Wicked Witch of the West) 

Charlie P Ensemble (cyclone, Ozian, winged monkeys) 

Charlotte Doorman (Ozian) / Munchkin 

Cooper Four Tough Kids 

Darcy C Munchkin #1 

Declan Zeke (Lion) 

Eva Ensemble (cyclone, Ozian, winged monkeys) 

Faith Four Tots 

Fletcher C  Uncle Henry 

Flynn A Rowboat Man #1 

Flynn O Four Tough Kids 

Georgia B Guard (Ozian) / Munchkin 

Gus H Hickory (Tin Man) 

Harrison T City Father #1 

Heidi N Lady in Rocking Chair 

Isabelle Nikko 

Jack M Backstage Music 

Jemima Apple Tree #2 /spooky forest 

Joel  Ensemble (cyclone, Ozian, winged monkeys) 

John Backstage Sets 

Jye Coroner 

Kaleb Backstage Slideshow 

Keeley Ensemble (cyclone, Ozian, winged monkeys) 

Kesia Apple Tree # 3 / spooky forest 

Lewis Backstage Manager 

Liam Ensemble (cyclone, Ozian, winged monkeys) 

Lucy C Ensemble (cyclone, Ozian, winged monkeys) 

Lucy P Wizards assistant (Ozian) / Munchkin 



Name Role 

Maie Leader of the winkies (cyclone) 

Mary Backstage Mics 

Matilda Apple Tree #1 /spooky forest 

Max Barrister 

Mia Munchkin #2 

Miah Four Tots 

Mietta  Dorothy Gale 

Mitchell G Mayor of Munchkin City 

Nash  Backstage Sets 

Patrick S Hunk (Scarecrow) 

Phoebe Aunt Em 

Rhys Four Tough Kids 

Sam B Four Tough Kids 

Samuel G Professor Marvel (Wizard, Oz’s Voice) 

Samuel M Backstage Lighting 

Sarah R Ensemble (cyclone, Ozian, winged monkeys) 

Scarlett Ensemble (cyclone, Ozian, winged monkeys) 

Sophia Toto 

Thomas C Backstage Props 

Thomas N Ensemble (cyclone, Ozian, winged monkeys) 

Willem City Father #2 

Xavier Ensemble (cyclone, Ozian, winged monkeys) 

Zac Backstage Sets 

Zac Rowboat Man #2 

Zane Backstage Sets 

Ziggy Ensemble (cyclone, Ozian, winged monkeys) 

 

The students were today told their roles for production with the hard work now set to begin.  This process was 
not an easy one, with these being one of the stronger groups of singers and actors that I have ever 
experienced. Our focus for assigning roles was looking at each student’s audition and identify areas for 
growth.  Despite the size of the role, this production will create opportunities for each child to develop voice, 
movement and production techniques within their own role. Moreover students will be an integral part of a 
team, a whole group working towards one goal - a fantastic performance! 
 
Thanks to everyone who has offered to help by providing props so far.   
 
For all of our op-shop fans, could you please be on the lookout for… 
 

 Old Fashioned Emerald Green Items of Clothing 
 Aprons (plain colours only) 
 Sepia toned old fashioned farm clothing such as vests, flannelette shirts, farm-style  dresses.   
 We would also happily take any unwanted dance shoes. 

 

 

 



MY SCHOOLS 2017 NAPLAN DATA 
 

The following 3 graphs illustrate the student gain (average change) in results for students who have taken 

consecutive NAPLAN tests at the same school. This is measured by identifying those students who undertook 

NAPLAN tests either in both years (for example, in Year 3 in 2015 and again in Year 5 in 2017) at the same 

school. No other students are included in this calculation. 

 

Student gain is a way to measure the impact the school has had on student progress. That is, when the 

background of students is similar across schools, it is more likely that any differences in gain made by schools 

are related to the teaching and learning capabilities of the school. 

 
 

 
The above graph illustrates that our students have improved better than other schools with similar students and 

students that have had a similar starting point. 

 
The above graph illustrates that our students have improved far greater than other schools with similar students 

and students that have had a similar starting point. This improvement is particularly impressive given that our 

Grade 3 students in 2015 began much lower than Grade 3 students in similar schools. 

 
 
 



 
The above graph illustrates that our students have again improved better than other schools with similar 

students and students that have had a similar starting point. 

 

 
 

 
 


