
 
 

Centred By Faith 
In Partnership with Community 

We Provide Excellence in Learning 

Dear Parents and Friends, 
 

We started this week celebrating the Feast of St 

Joseph.  We don’t know a lot about Joseph as he 

only appears in the beginning of the gospels of 

Matthew and Luke.  We know that he was born of 

the royal house of David, and he was a humble 

carpenter.  From the stories we have, we can see 

that he cared for Jesus and his mother Mary and was 

a good and upright man.  Joseph showed great 

courage, devotion and strength and is a model of 

trust and faith in God. 

 

 
 

Joseph the Carpenter, by Georges de La Tour, 1640s 
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Our main focus however has been on our Grade 3 

students and the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  

Reconciliation today is a Sacrament of Healing and 

revolves around the truth that God loves us without 

fail and forgives us before we even recognise our 

need to be forgiven.  God’s love for us is expressed 

in mercy, compassion and forgiveness.  This 

experience of being reconciled with God is one of a 

child being restored to the loving care of his or her 

parents.  

The Gospels are full of incidents where Jesus 

reached out to the lost, the lonely, the suffering, the 

broken and the publicly acclaimed ‘sinners’ of his 

time.  People, in accepting Jesus’ forgiveness, 

always went away with a lightness of heart.  They 

were glad of the encounter with him that enabled 

them to unburden themselves of whatever it was 

that held them back from being truthful, honest 

people.  This is the experience the Church is seeking 

to re-emphasise in the modern celebration of the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

It was so lovely to see so many parents and family 

members on Wednesday evening supporting their 

children’s faith journey. 

 
 

 

 

Kindest regards. 
 

Mrs Debbie Geisler 

Acting Principal 

 



Newsflash… 

Des has arrived safely in Dublin and has sent 

through some photos.  Whilst parts of our state 

are suffering from wild winds and bushfires 

Ireland is blanketed in snow!!! 

 

 
 

 
 

 

We look forward to further photos from Ireland! 

 

 
Jars and Sauce Bottles with Metal Lids 

needed for St Ambrose Family Care – 

please drop them into the Office if 

you have any to spare. Thanks!  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Week 9 
Monday: 26.03 

 Holy Week 

 Whole School Cross Country 

 Including Sausage Sizzle Fundraiser for 

Royal Children’s Hospital Good Friday 

Appeal – Gold Coin Donation. 

Wednesday: 28.03 

 Holy Week 

 Preps in PJ’s Evening – 6.00pm 

Thursday: 29.03 

 Whole school Mass (The Washing of the Feet 

– Theme: Service) – 1.30pm 

 End of Term Dismissal – 2.30pm 

Friday: 30.03 

 Good Friday 

 

Looking Ahead… 

TERM 2 – Week 1 
Monday: 16.04 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

Wednesday: 18.04 

 Whole School Easter Mass – 9.30am 

Thursday: 19.04 

 Staff Meeting 3:45pm 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 

Keep the donations coming in – thanks! 

 

Raffle tickets are due back by 

Monday 26th March in time for the 

draw on the last day of Term – 

Thursday 29th March. 

If anyone is available on the morning 

of Monday 26th March to help Sandy 

make up the Prize Hampers you 

would be warmly welcomed and 

greatly appreciated! 

 

 

 

 

 

This Weekend’s Gospel 

Gospel 
Mk 15:1-39 

The Passion 

First thing in the morning, the chief priests together 

with the elders and the scribes, in short the 

whole Sanhedrin, had their plan ready. They had 

Jesus bound and took him away and handed him 

over to Pilate. 

Pilate questioned him, ‘Are you the king of the 

Jews?’ ‘It is you who say it’ he answered. And the 

chief priests brought many accusations against him. 

Pilate questioned him again, ‘Have you no reply at 

all? See how many accusations they are bringing 

against you!’ But to Pilate’s amazement, Jesus 

made no further reply. 

At festival time Pilate used to release a prisoner for 

them, anyone they asked for. Now a man 

called Barabbas was then in prison with the rioters 

who had committed murder during the uprising. 

When the crowd went up and began to ask Pilate 

the customary favour, Pilate answered them, ‘Do 

you want me to release for you the king of the 

Jews?’ For he realised it was out of jealousy that the 

chief priests had handed Jesus over. The chief 

priests, however, had incited the crowd to demand 

that he should release Barabbas for them instead. 

The Pilate spoke again. ‘But in that case,’ he said to 

them ‘what am I to do with the man you call king of 

the Jews?’ They shouted back, ‘Crucify him!’ 

‘Why?’ Pilate asked them ‘What harm has he 

done?’ But they shouted all the louder, ‘Crucify 

him!’ So Pilate, anxious to placate the crowd, 

released Barabbas for them and, having ordered 

Jesus to be scourged, handed him over to be 

crucified. 

The soldiers led him away to the inner part of the 

palace, that is, the Praetorium, and called the 

whole cohort together. They dressed him in purple, 

twisted some thorns into a crown and put it on him. 

And they began saluting him, ‘Hail, king of the 

Jews!’ They struck his head with a reed and spat on 

him; and they went down on their knees to do him 

homage. And when they had finished making fun 

of him, they took off the purple and dressed him in 

his own clothes. 

 

PROJECT COMPASSION 

Fifth Week of Lent 

Ditosa, a young girl from 
Mozambique, went to live 
with her grandmother 
after her parents died of 
AIDS-related illnesses. 
Featured in Project 
Compassion during 2013, 
Ditosa faced a challenging 
future with food scarcity, 
little education and few 
job prospects. Ditosa and 
her grandmother found 

support through the Caritas Australia supported 
Matuba Children’s Centre. Ditosa has now graduated 
from school and hopes to go to university and secure 
an even brighter future. 
Please donate to Project Compassion 2018 and help 
young women like Ditosa have a just future.  
A Just Future starts with your support! You can donate 
through Project Compassion boxes/envelopes, visit 
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phone 
1800 024 413. 

http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Sanhedrin.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Barabbas.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Barabbas.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Barabbas.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Praetorium.mp3
http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion


They led him out to crucify him. They enlisted a 

passer-by, Simon of Cyrene, father of Alexander 

and Rufus, who was coming in from the country, to 

carry his cross. They brought Jesus to the place 

called Golgotha, which means the place of the 

skull. 

They offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he 

refused it. Then they crucified him, and shared out 

his clothing, casting lots to decide what each 

should get. It was the third hour when they crucified 

him. The inscription giving the charge against him 

read: ‘The King of the Jews.’ And they crucified two 

robbers with him, one on his right and one on his 

left. 

The passers-by jeered at him; they shook their 

heads and said, ‘Aha! So you would destroy the 

Temple and rebuild it in three days! Then save 

yourself: come down from the cross!’ The chief 

priests and the scribes mocked him among 

themselves in the same way. ‘He saved others,’ 

they said ‘he cannot save himself. Let the Christ, 

the king of Israel, come down from the cross now, 

for us to see it and believe.’ Even those who were 

crucified with him taunted him. 

When the sixth hour came there was darkness over 

the whole land until the ninth hour. And at the ninth 

hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lama 

sabachthani?’ which means, ‘My God, my God, 

why have you deserted me?’ When some of those 

who stood by heard this they said, ‘Listen, he is 

calling on Elijah’. Someone ran and soaked a 

sponge in vinegar and, putting it on a reed, gave it 

him to drink saying, ‘Wait and see if Elijah will come 

to take him down.’ But Jesus gave a loud cry and 

breathed his last. 

And the veil of the Temple was torn in two from top 

to bottom. The centurion, who was standing in front 

of him, had seen how he had died, and he said, ‘In 

truth this man was a son of God.’ 

 

 

Gospel Reflection 

Don’t Miss a Moment This Week 
  
Courage. Honour. Integrity. 

Fear. Abandonment. Persecution. 

Victory. 

  

It all happens between Palm Sunday and Holy 

Saturday. One man, determined to change the 

world, stands with honour and integrity as others 

humiliate and insult him. He chooses non-violence 

while others beat and torture him. With his last 

breath, he forgives instead of curses. 

 Walk with this man this week. On Thursday watch 

him kneel and wash feet. Think about how he has 

served you and where you can serve others in his 

name. On Friday watch him stand with dignity 

against the forces of violence and oppression. Think 

about his sacrifice and ask for his strength to stand 

peacefully but forcefully for all those who are 

crucified by rejection, poverty, or oppression in our 

schools, cities, and world. On Saturday listen to all 

the readings at Mass. They tell of God’s repeated 

attempts, since the beginning of time, to save us. 

Give your life anew to that God and ask how you 

can help save God’s world. 

  

Don’t miss this week. All you need to know about 

your life unfolds in the life of one man who decided 

two thousand years ago to change the world. 

© GPBS 

 

Reconciliation

 
 

Soichi Watanabe ‘Zacchaeus’  

Last Wednesday evening Fr Elio Capra facilitated a 
humourous and engaging conversation about the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation with the families of Grade 3 
students who received their Sacrament on Wednesday 
evening.  Fr Elio’s talked about the story of Zacchaeus, 
putting the story into historical and cultural context and 
relating back to our family contexts.  He explained the 
four stages of Forgiveness / Reconciliation: 

1. Admit = Examination of Conscience 
2. Say Sorry = Confession/Action of Contrition 
3. Ask to be  

Forgiven = Absolution 
4. Reconcile = Penance 

http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Simon.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Cyrene.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Rufus.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Golgotha.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Israel.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Elijah.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Elijah.mp3


 

 

 

 

St Patricks Mass for Schools to 

Celebrate Catholic Education Week 

 

 

On Friday of last week a group of Grade 6’s went 

on the train to St Patrick’s Cathedral in Melbourne 

to take part in St Patrick’s Day celebrations.  

It was a huge Mass with over 300 schools in 

attendance. Our School Captains, Faith and 

Declan, represented our school by taking up our 

school banner.  

After the Mass we walked to Treasury Gardens for a 

St Pat’s Day concert, where we all joined in and 

had a dance.  

It was a very fun and tiring day, it was great to chat 

about it on the train ride back to school.  

By Charlee D-T 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



National Day Against 
Bullying 2018 

As part of the National Day Against Bullying last Friday, 
many of the classes learnt more about this issue.  Grade 
2/3R watched a short animation called ‘For the Birds’ 
created by Pixar.   
 

 
 
The students watched this animation a couple of times 
before completing a thinking routine ‘Making Meaning’.  
During this activity the students were asked to focus on 
the behaviour of the group of small birds and record 
their key ideas.  They then elaborated on these ideas, 
made connections between ideas, generated questions 
and finally came up with a class message for the whole 
school about the type of students we hope to be, here 
at St Ambrose Parish School. 
 

“BE KIND AND RESPECTFUL BY TREATING 

OTHERS THE WAY YOU WANT TO BE 

TREATED.” 
 

 
Asha & Jack 2/3R 

The students practiced some very important thinking 
skills and worked together to develop their proactive 
message against bullying. 

 

Commissioning of 
our Mini Vinnies 

At our school assembly on Monday afternoon we were 
visited by Mrs. Lola Rowe, the School Liaison Officer for 
St Vincent de Paul Society.  Lola formally commissioned 
our Social Justice Team Members as Mini Vinnies for 
2018 and presented them with a Commissioning Prayer 
and Mini Vinnies Badge. 

 
As part of the commissioning the members of the Social 
Justice Team made the following pledge - 
 
As a member of Mini Vinnies, I promise to make a 
difference in my world by: 

 Loving and respecting myself 

 Caring for others in my school and community 
by being a friend to those who are alone, in 
need or in trouble 

 Contributing to the happiness of my family and 
friends through my help, respect, consideration, 
joy and kindness 

 Treating others the way I would like them to 
treat me 

 Living out the gospel message through my 
words and actions 

 Making a positive difference in my world. 
 

 
Social Justice Team & Mini Vinnies 2018 

(Kesia, Sophia, Ava, Sam, Kaleb, Sarah, Amelie & 
Phoebe) 

 



Around St Ambrose 
Matilda loves to read. She loves reading 
because it improves her spelling and writing 
skills.  Here at St. Ambrose children from grade 
prep to 6, read to increase their literacy skills. 
 

 
 

At St. Ambrose we are a vibrant community of 
friendship! Zoe, Hattie, Heidi and Danielle love 
sitting and chatting in a group.  
 

 
 

Amy and Anna are helping out in the canteen! 
Amy says that cooking in the canteen is a great 
experience because it will help later in life if we 
ever need to cook for ourselves/others. Grade 
“5s and 6s” are allowed to help cook on 
Wednesdays and Fridays in the canteen.  
 

 
 
 

Scarlet and Amelie love making slime. They 
love the feel of squishing it and the sound it 
makes when you poke it!!  

 
 

Peek-a-boo!! I see you.  

Tyler is playing in the Garden. His favourite 
thing about the school Garden is eating the 
fresh produce. The vegetables in the garden 
are grown by our year “3s and 4s”. There are a 
variety of foods to choose from, such as: 
carrots, corn, tomatoes, strawberries, rhubarb 
and lots more!! Thank you to our wonderful 
year 3s and 4s for growing these delicious 
vegetables in our school garden.  
 

By Faith Z 5/6E. 

 
 



Student Awards 

 
P/1E   Jack B  
For sharing insightful ideas in our RE Inquiry. 
P/1E   Sophie H 
For showing terrific improvement in her reading!  
P/1L   India-Belle C  
For supporting and looking after her classmates 
when they are feeling low. 
P/1L   Samantha W 
Social Justice Team – for always being friendly and 
kind when playing with others. 
1/2B   Mason H 
For always offering to help his teacher and other 
students. 
1/2B   Gracie C 
For always being on task and completing all her 
work. 
1/2B   Hunter C 
Social Justice Team – for being thoughtful of others 
and being friendly in play.  
2/3R   Olivia H 
For being a kind and helpful class member. 
2/3R   Safara K 
For being a self-motivated learner who always tries 
her best. 
3/4P   Archer C  
For contributing to classroom discussions. 
3/4P   Lowenna E  
For always having beautiful manners. 
4/5F   Mary F  
For always trying hard to enhance her learning! 
4/5F   Jordan B 
For helping out in the classroom with technical 
advice! 
5/6E   Bridie C  
For actively seeking feedback on her learning. 
5/6E   Jye C-S 
For developing an engaging narrative. 
5/6E   Mietta P 
For explaining different ways to strengthen her 
writing. 
5/6E   Declan Mc 
For always being supportive and offering 
assistance to his peers.  
5/6E   Patrick S 
Social Justice Team - for inclusive and respectful 
play with fellow students. 
5/6M   Ava M  
For her narrative about the Avitrice - fabulous use 
of extended vocabulary.  
5/6M   Liam M 
For always completing classroom activities to the 
best of his ability.  
 
 

 

 
20th February  Riley C (2/3R)  
9th March  Anna M (5/6M) 
16th March   Luke C (3/4P) 
20th March  Lucy P (5/6E)  
20th March   Harry S (P/1L) 
24th March  Max H (5/6E) 
24th March   Alani F (P/1L) 
25th March  Patrick S (5/6E) 

 

 

 

St Ambrose Sports Star of the Week - Flynn O 
For demonstrating excellent dodging skills. 

St Ambrose Sports Star of the Week - Kaidon W 
For always supporting and encouraging his 

classmates 

 
 

Cross Country Sausage Sizzle 

On Monday  
Gold Coin Donation  

All proceeds go to the  
Royal Children’s Hospital Good 

Friday Appeal 
  

 



Conveyance Allowance 
Families in rural and regional Victoria can get 

help with the cost of transporting their children 

to their nearest school. This is known as 

the conveyance allowance. 

 

The conveyance allowance is available to 

students travelling by: 

 public transport 

 private car 

 private bus 

 or to students whose nearest school is 

not serviced by a free school bus. 

The conveyance allowance is a contribution 

towards transport costs and is not intended to 

cover the full cost of transporting children to 

and from school. 

To be eligible students attending a school 

must: 

 attend their nearest school 

 reside 4.8km or more by the shortest 

practicable route from the school 

 

Please contact the office if you would like a 

conveyance allowance form or 

visit www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teache

rs/transport 

CAMPS, SPORTS AND 
EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF) 

Do you, as a parent or legal guardian of a 

student, hold a: 

·         Veterans Affairs Gold Card 

·         Centrelink Health Care Card 

·         Pensioner Concession Card 

If so, you are eligible for a $125 Camps Sports 

and Excursions Fund (CSEF) payment.  Please 

complete the attached form and return it to 

the school office by Monday 26 March 2018.  

If you were approved for this rebate in 2017 

and your circumstances have not altered, it is 

not necessary to submit the paperwork again. 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) 

provides payments for eligible students to 

attend activities like: 

 school camps or trips 

 swimming and school-organised sport 

programs 

 outdoor education programs 

 excursions and incursions. 

For more information please 

visit www.education.vic.gov.au 

 

We're not in Kansas anymore! 

We’ll be in Oz before we know it and now is the 
time we will start asking for helpers and shoppers.  
If you could look at home or on your travels for the 
following items, or offer your assistance, please let 
Eloise Meyer know so that our production team can 
be in touch.   

We are looking for… 

 ● Long skirts and shorts or pants in mostly 
solid colours (burgundy, navy, royal blue, teal, mint 
green, violet, mauve, red, burnt orange – no hot or 
modern colours) 

● Old Fashioned clothes such as vests, long 
skirts, dresses, jackets, hats, capes in the above 
colours and also emerald green. 

● Regular 250g sized margarine containers 

● A turban 

● Timber crates for sitting on/ makeshift table 

● A bubble machine 

● A tin bucket 

● A witch’s broom 

● A grey blanket 

● Someone to spray paint a bicycle 
 

Do you have a special skill? 

●  Can you sew? Beginners or advanced, 
everyone is welcome. 

● Are you handy with crafting? For instance, 
gluing and painting? Examples will be available. 

● Are you skilled with makeup or 
hairdressing?  We need a team of helpers prior to 
the shows, but a small group during the 
performance to quickly transform our main 
characters including our wicked witch. 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/transport
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/transport
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/


● Do you have carpentry skills?  We need 
some more boxes/ set pieces.  They are mostly 
simple boxes with examples available. 

● Are you Tech Savvy and handy with green 
screen animation? If so we could use your help in 
the classroom on Thursdays.  

If you can help with even a small job at school or 
from home, please let Eloise Meyer know 
emeyer@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au 

 

Community News 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community News 

 
Important Dates and Information for 

prospective Year 7 Enrolments in 2019 and 

2020 at Sacred Heart College. 

DETAILS 
YEAR 7 
2019 

YEAR 7 
2020 

Making The Choice: 
Secondary Education - 
Enrolment Information 
Forum 7pm Mary 
Moloney Theatre 

27 March 
2018 

27 March 
2018 

Grade 5 Visits from 
Catholic Feeder Schools 

7-8 March 
2018 

March 2019 

Enrolments close for 
Year 7 

26 June 
2017 

27 July 
2018 

Interviews with 
prospective student and 
parents/guardians 

5 
September 

2017 

4 
September 

2018 

Offers of places posted 
to prospective Year 7 
students 

13 October 
2017 

19 October 
2018 

Final date for families 
accepting offers made 

27 October 
2017 

2 
November 

2018 

Visits to Catholic Feeder 
Primary Schools 
(Grades 5 & 6) 

12-15 June 
2018 

12-15 June 
2018 

Student Testing Day 
(3.45pm – 6.45pm) 

5 
September 

2018 

TBA 

College Twilight Open 
Evening 4.30 – 8.30pm 

18 October 
2018 

18 October 
2018 

Music Scholarship 
Auditions 

9 November 
2018 

TBA 

Information Evening for 
Parents/Guardians 7pm 

21 
November 

2018 

November 
2019 

Orientation Day for 
students 

11 
December 

2018 

10 
December 

2019 

Book Day TBA TBA 

Year 7 Students 
commence 

TBA 
TBA 

Year 7 Information 
Evening 7pm 

TBA 
TBA 

Year 7 Welcome Mass 
7pm 

TBA 
TBA 

Year 7 Camp TBA TBA 
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