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‘The two forces, that of music and that of language, 

quintessentially conflictual, meet in the human 

voice, when it sings….. 

Song is simultaneously the most carnal and spiritual 

of realities. It enlists diaphragm and soul. It can with 

its very first notes, reduce the listener to desolation or 

transport him or her to ecstasy.  

The singing voice can break or heal the psyche in a 

cadence…. Touches more intimately, steals closer to 

the border-crossing into ‘otherness’, into the ‘terra 

incognita’ of a human beyond itself…. 

Song leads us home to where we have not been’.  

(George Steiner, Errata: An Examined Life, p.67) 

 
Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 
 

I share the passage above for it reflects for me 

the giftedness of our students as they intensify 

the preparation for the coming school 

production. Each day, one sees the show 

evolve, be it in the practice of rehearsing a part, 

perfecting movements or the colour and 

scenes added to blank canvases.  

The other reason I present this passage of writing 

is to convey the richness of language. Words 

not only can paint a picture but they also 

express the depth and wealth of the human 

experience, its knowledge, ability and heart. 

The use of such words comes from having a rich 

literal experience that is understood within the 

context of living. 

One of our endeavours at St Ambrose is, 

through our literacy program, to provide your 

children with a love of reading and writing and 

have the skills to paint such pictures using their 

words, voice, heart and song. 

We are now more than half way through this 

term and if you have not taken the opportunity  
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to visit the school, your child’s classroom, we 

would strongly like to encourage you to do so. 

The learning environment is quite special when 

you get to see how the walls of the school are 

covered with expressions of their learning.  
 

Eucharist Presentation Mass 

This weekend, most of our Grade 4 students will 

be attending Mass as part of their preparation 

toward receiving the Sacrament of Eucharist. 

But what is a sacrament and why is Eucharist so 

important?  

We regard a sacrament as an outward sign of 

an inward grace or as an enacted truth. But 

that's probably not much more helpful... 

Here's another definition: A sacrament is an 

action made holy or special because of its 

believed ability to demonstrate a religious truth, 

or a truth about God. 

Think about it like this... if someone says "I love 

you" and you believe them, that's great. If they 

say "I love you", and put their arms round you 

and give you a great big hug, you get the truth 

of what they're saying in a different and more 

powerful way. A hug is an outward sign of the 

love they have inside. In a similar way, receiving 

the Sacrament of Eucharist, is an outward and 

public sign that demonstrates an inner truth that 

God is one in us and we are one in God, that in 

the breaking of bread we recognise that: 

 In Jesus, God took a human body, blessed it, 

and was broken in it. 

 Christians believe that God has taken their 

lives, blessed them, broken them, and 

remade them. 

 The piece of bread is taken, blessed and 

broken, too. 

And in all three of these actions, human bodies 

or pieces of bread, become filled with the life of 

Christ. 
 

Please keep these students in your prayers and 

may you all have a wonderful weekend. 
 

Des Noack 

Principal 

 



 
Friday: 25.05 

 St Bede the Venerable 

 Staff Professional Learning Team Focus: 

Literacy 

 Religious Education Network  

Saturday: 26.05 

 Feast of Saint Philip Neri  

 Eucharist Presentation Mass 6pm 

Sunday: 27.05 

 Eucharist Presentation Mass10am 

 Trinity Sunday 

 

Week 7 

Monday: 28.05 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

Tuesday: 29.05 

  Day Set Aside For Excursions 

Wednesday: 30.05 

 School Mass – 9.30am: Grade 2/3T 

 Grade 4 Sacred Heart Junior Chef 

Competition Finals 4.30pm Arthurson Atrium 

Thursday: 31.05 

 Feast of the Visitation 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm:  

 School Advisory Meeting 7.00pm 

Friday: 01.06 

 Feast of Saint Justin 

Sunday: 03.06 

  The Body And Blood Of Christ 

 

Week 8 

Monday: 04.06 

 Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

Tuesday: 05.06 

 Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

 Regional Cross Country (St Arnaud) 

Wednesday: 06.06 

 Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

 School Mass – 9.30am: Grade P/1E 

 Division Soccer 

 Eucharist Workshop 7.00pm (Grade 4) 

Thursday: 07.06 

 Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm:  

Friday: 08.06 

 The Most Sacred Heart Of Jesus 

 Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

 2019 Prep Applications Close 

 Deputy Principals Network  

Saturday: 09.06 

 Woodend Winter Arts Festival 

Sunday: 10.06 

 10th Sunday In Ordinary Time 

 Woodend Winter Arts Festival 

 

Week 9 

Monday: 11.06 

 Feast of Saint Barnabas 

 Woodend Winter Arts Festival 

 Queen’s Birthday Weekend 

 

Tuesday: 12.06 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

Wednesday: 13.06 

  School Mass – 9.30am: Grade P/1L 

Thursday: 14.06 

 Eucharist Reflection Day (Grade 4) T.B.C 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm:  

Friday: 15.06 

 Feast of the Sacred Heart Of Jesus 

 COBAW District Winter Sport (Netball 

organised by St Ambrose) 

 ONWZ Principals Network  

Saturday: 16.06 

 Feast of the Immaculate Heart Of Mary 

 Sacrament of Eucharist Mass 6.00pm 

Sunday: 17.06 

  11th Sunday In Ordinary Time 

 Sacrament of Eucharist Mass 11.30am 

 

Week 10 

Monday: 18.06 

  School Production Dress Rehearsal 

Tuesday: 19.06 

 School Production 

Wednesday: 20.06 

  Northern Region Reference Group Meeting  

Thursday: 21.06 

 Feast of Saint Aloysius Gonzaga 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm:  

 School Production 

Friday: 22.06 

  Feast of Saints Peter & Paul 

Sunday: 24.06 

 Birth of John The Baptist 

 

Week 11 

Monday: 25.06 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

 Student Reports Sent Home 

Wednesday: 27.06 

 Whole School Mass – 1.30pm 

 End of Term Dismissal: 2.30pm 

Thursday: 28.06 

 NO SCHOOL 

Friday: 22.06 

 NO SCHOOL 

 
 

SCHOOL FEE PAYMENTS 

 

Please ensure when making payments into the 
school bank account that your name is in the 
description.  
 
We have a regular payment being made into 
our bank account from a Bendigo Bank 
account. If these payments are yours, please 
let Karen or Justine in the office know. 
 



CAMPS, SPORTS AND 
EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF) 

Do you, as a parent or legal guardian of a 

student, hold a: 

·         Veterans Affairs Gold Card 

·         Centrelink Health Care Card 

·         Pensioner Concession Card 

If so, you are eligible for a $125 Camps Sports 

and Excursions Fund (CSEF) payment.  Please 

contact the school office at your earliest 

convenience.  

If you were approved for this rebate in 2017 

and your circumstances have not altered, it is 

not necessary to submit the paperwork again. 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) 

provides payments for eligible students to 

attend activities like: 

 school camps or trips 

 swimming and school-organised sport 

programs 

 outdoor education programs 

 excursions and incursions. 

For more information please 

visit www.education.vic.gov.au 

 
 

This Week’s Gospel 
Mt 28:16-20 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

Matthew 

Baptise them in the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, to 
the mountain where Jesus had arranged to 
meet them. When they saw him they fell 

down before him, though some hesitated. 
Jesus came up and spoke to them. He said, 

‘All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. Go, therefore, make 
disciples of all the nations; baptise them in 

the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, and teach them to observe 

all the commands I gave you. And know that 
I am with you always; yes, to the end of 
time.’ 
 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, 
published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton 
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by 
permission of the publishers.  
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and 
Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the 
Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the 
Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International 
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 

 

 

Gospel Reflection 
One of the things we often hear in times of 

domestic, local or international crisis is that 

‘everyone pulled together’. We are rightly proud, 

and a few times amazed, at how people can set 

aside their differences and strive for the common 

good. Sometimes this experience of working 

together has the long-lasting benefit of breaking 

down boundaries. Other times, sadly, old 

enmities, prejudices and suspicions return when 

the crisis is over. 

Trinity Sunday celebrates that whether we are in 

crisis or not, in season and out of season, the 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit do nothing but ‘pull 

together’ to love and save us. What we glimpse as 

the best attribute of our family, town or nation 

defines who our Christian God is, and what they 

see, how they judge and the way they act toward 

the world. 

A famous icon of the Trinity depicts the three 

persons at a table where there are four place 

settings. The final place, in the lower half of the 

painting, invites the viewer to take the seat and 

join them. It’s profound theology and masterful 

art, but we can quickly misunderstand it. 

We are not just personally invited to join in the 

very life of God, and pull together with them in 

their loving and saving of the world. The seat at 

the table is reserved for all of humanity. 

Trinity Sunday is not about theological 

mathematics, working out how three goes into 

one. It’s about gaining the strength at this 

Eucharist to pull together to see that all of God’s 

children have the opportunity to hear the good 

news of how much God loves us as Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit, and so can take their privileged 

place at God’s table. Most people will learn about 

the saving love of God primarily through the way 

they observe us seeing, judging and acting. 

It’s not by accident that in our Catholic tradition 

the usual moment we invoke the Trinity is when 

we make the sign of the cross. It reminds us that 

‘we cannot have our cake and eat it too’. Every 

time we profess the Trinity we recommit ourselves 

to die to self so that God’s saving love may be 

realised for everyone, everywhere. 

So let’s not only profess our belief in the three 

persons that make up our one God, but live the 

life that goes with it, ‘In the name of the Father, 

the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.’ 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Galilee.mp3


Mini Vinnies  

school Sleepout for 

Youth Homeless 
This year, as the cold weather creeps in, our thoughts 

go towards those in our community that are in need.  

More than 40% of those experiencing homelessness in 

Australia are under 25 years of age!  This is an alarming 

number and the St Ambrose Social Justice Team / Mini 

Vinnies need your help to ‘make a difference’ and 

inspire change. 

It is not too late to support the Mini Vinnies with a coin 
or cash donation. Donations and cash sponsorship of 
the students can be placed in an envelope labelled ‘Mini 
Vinnies Sleepout 2018’ and given to either Mrs Geisler 
or your classroom teacher between now and the end of 
this term. 

 
 

 

Or you might like to donate a warm blanket, sleeping 

bag or warm winter clothing (like a coat, beanie or 

scarf) just bring your item(s) to school – there is a 

collection near the staff room door. 

Thank you to the staff that participated in our special 
assembly ‘Warmth from the Heart’ cat walk on 
Wednesday afternoon.  Following the fashion parade all 
items of clothing (and/or blankets) were donated to the 
St Vincent de Paul Society so that they can, in turn, help 
the families that are most in need in our Macedon 
Ranges. 
 

 
 

 
 

Thank You for Your 
Support 

 
(Mrs Geisler and Sarah, Kesia, Sam, Phoebe, Ava, 

Sophia, Kaleb & Amelie – Mini Vinnies Team 2018) 

 



Around Our School  

Creating Books using Book Creator  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Forty-eight students in Grade 4 representing the six 

Catholic Primary Schools in the Macedon Ranges and 

Mt Alexander Shire are currently participating in 

Sacred Heart College’s Junior Chef Competition. The 

first two rounds of the competition were held in the 

College’s Frayne Hospitality Centre on Tuesday 22 

and Wednesday 23 May. Two teams were selected 

from each of the days’ competitions to move through to 

the final for a cook off to determine which school’s team 

will be crowned SHC Junior Chef winners for 2018.  

The Junior Chef competition aims to provide Grade 4 

students with an opportunity to experience the 

secondary environment through a fun and engaging 

event, while building on their culinary and teamwork 

skills. This competition also provides an opportunity for 

the senior hospitality students at Sacred Heart College 

to act as mentors to these primary students with each 

team being allocated a hospitality student to assist with 

tasks the juniors may find challenging. Sacred Heart 

College Principal Mr Craig Holmes said, “The first two 

rounds of the Junior Chef competition have proven to 

be a fantastic opportunity for all the students involved 

from both the primary and secondary levels. It was 

great to see the level of guidance and assistance 

provided by the College’s Hospitality students, as well 

as the rapport they built with their primary teams in 

such a short time.” 

Students were asked to prepare a stack of three 

pancakes with a mixed berry sauce for the first two 

rounds and will be making a fresh pasta dish in the 

Grand Final. 



Two well-respected local food identities (Tim Foster – 

Source Dining and Damian Sandercock – Piper Street 

Food Co.) will join the judging team and assist in the 

selection of the final winners of the completion. 

Members of the winning team will each receive a prize 

and the winning school will receive fruit trees and a 

selection of garden supplies for their school garden to 

the value of $250.  

The Grand final of the Junior Chef Competition will be 

held on Wednesday 30 May in the College’s Arthurson 

Atrium, from 4.30-6.30pm. All are welcome to attend 

what is bound to be an exciting afternoon of cooking. 

SHC Junior Chef has been generously supported by 

Watts Fresh - green grocer, Kyneton and Mort & Pestle 

- the kitchen shop, Woodend. 

The teams who have made their way to the Grand Final 

competition are: 

Day One Heats 

St Mary’s Lancefield TEAM B  &  St Ambrose Woodend 

TEAM B 

Day Two Heats 

Our Lady of the Rosary TEAM A & Holy Cross 

Gisborne TEAM B 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

FOSAL Charlotte S (5/6M) has been busy writing 
amazing limericks about her most favourite topic – 

Greek Mythology!  
Keep up the brilliant writing Charlotte.  

 

 
POSEIDON 

Poseidon, ruler of the sea 

Was being all that he could be 

He did some things to frighten 

An airheaded titan 

Who thought himself better than He 
 

HADES 

Hades lived under the ground 

Where there was, quite frankly, no sound 

He ruled over the dead 

His dog had three heads 

On the ceiling he enjoyed to pound 

 
HESTIA 

Hestia kept the hearth lit 
And so by the hearth she would sit 

It was her life's aim 

Every day was the same 

 No throne on Olympus to sit 
 

ARIES 

Aries, god of war 
Killed all moving things that he saw 

He had two charioteers 

They were Panic and Fear 
His emblem was that of a boar 

 

 
 

Reminder: Library is open for Quiet Reading 
each Tuesday at lunchtime and Thursday 
morning from 8:30am   

 

 



 

 

Orders close for Scholastic Book Club Issue #4 on 
Wednesday 13th June – all purchases adds to our 

school’s reward points that results in wonderful new 
Library Books!    

 

 

Cross Country Team 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
This week, in the Japanese classroom, 

students are learning to describe the colour 

of animals using themes from popular 

children's books.  For example,  in Dr. Seuss's 

'Crazy Colours' , there is a 'red fish' and a 

'blue fish',in Eric Carle's book, 'Brown Bear, 

Brown Bear, What Do You See?', there is a 

'blue horse'  and a 'red bird'.  Students have 

made a great start by practicing 'Akai 

sakana (Red fish)' and 'Midori no 

sakana (Green fish).  
 

Words for colours in Japanese with notes on 
their etymology and usage. 

 

 黒 / 黒い (kuro / kuroi) / ブラック (burakku) 

Shades of black and black-related expressions 

 墨色 (sumi-iro) - ink black 

 濡れ羽色 (mureba-iro) - jet black 

 黒黒 / 黒々 (kuroguro) - deep black 

 真っ黒 / 真黒 (makkuro) - pitch black 

 烏羽色 (karasuba-iro) - glossy black 

 闇商人 (yamishōnin) - black marketeer 

 珍中の珍 (chinchū no chin - rarity; black 

swan 

 焼け野の鴉 (yakenonokarasu) - blacker 

than black 

 

 白 / 白い (shiro / shiroi) - white; good guy; 

'white hat' 

Shades of white and white-related expressions 

 白湯 (sayu) - hot/boiled water 

 白紙 (hakushi) - blank/white paper 

 真白 (mashiro - pure white 

 象牙色 (zōge-iro) - ivory-white 

 

 赤 / 赤い (aka / akai); 丹色 (ni-iro) 

Shades of red and red-related expressions 

 暗紅色/暗赤色 (ankōshoku) - dark red 

 浅紅 (senkō) / 薄肉 (usuniku)) - light red 

 紅梅色 (kōbai-iro) - red plum coloured 

 桜色 (sakura-iro) - cherry blossom 

coloured 

 桃色 (momo-iro) - peach-coloured 

 紅海 (kōkai) - Red Sea 

 赤熱 (sekinetsu) - red hot 

 

 黄色 (ki-iro / ōshoku / kōshoku) - yellow; 

amber 

Shades of yellow and yellow-related 

expressions 

 浅黄 (asagi) / 桑色 (kuwa-iro) - light 

yellow 

 黄鉛 (ōen / kōen) - chrome yellow 

 黄枯茶 (kigarachya) - bluish yellow 

 朽ち葉色 (kuchiba-iro) - yellow-brown 

 黄海 (kōkai) - Yellow Sea 

 

  青 / 青色 (ao / ao-iro) - blue/green / ブ

リュ (buryu) - blue 

Shades of blue and blue-related expressions 

 水色 (mizudori) - light blue (water 

colour) 

 濃紺 (nōkon) - dark blue 

 紺色 (kon-iro) - deep blue 

 紺青 (konshō) - navy blue 

 空色 (sora-iro) - sky-blue 

 碧眼 (hekigan) - blue eyes 



 

 緑 (midori) - green 

Shades of green and green-related 

expressions 

 碧色 (hekishoku) - green; emerald 

 黄緑 (kimidori) / 浅緑 (asamidori) - light 

green 

 草色 (kuchi-iro) / 暗緑 (hisui-iro) - dark 

green 

 

 茶色 (chairo) / 褐色 (kasshoku) - brown 

Shades of brown 

 黒茶色 (kurocha-iro) - deep brown 

 暗褐色 (ankashoku) / 濃褐色 (n) - dark 

brown 

 狐色 (kitsune-iro) 淡褐色 (tankasshoku) 

- light brown 

  

 

 桃色 (momoiro) / 淡紅色 (tankōshoku) / ピ

ンク - pink 

Shades of pink and pink-related expressions 

 濃桃 (nōtō) - deep pink 

 褪紅 (taikō) - light pink 

 

 橙色 (daidaiiro) / オレンジ (orenji) - orange 

 

 灰色 (haiiro) / 鼠色 (muzumi-iro) - grey 

 

 紫 (murasaki) / パープル (pūpuru) - purple 

Shades of purple and purple-related 

expressions 

 濃紫 (komurasaki) - dark purple 

 浅紫 (achimurasaki) - light purple 

  
 
 
 

 
We are scratching our heads again and for a 
couple of classrooms, this issue must be causing 
concern for many parents. 
 
This is the part that is the most frustrating for us at 
school and if you only take away one thing from 
this message – please note that effective lice 
eradication requires at least two treatments.  
 
Most people do so much work the first day or two, 
but some people, when they don’t see anything, 
they think they have got it all and that they’re 
done.  They never do the follow up treatment 7-10 
days later as instructed by the product they’re 
using and have lice again in a few weeks. 
 
Lice and their nits are very difficult to see and they 
are designed by nature to not be found. We rely 
on combing to check for evidence of lice or nits but 
often people check only visually and when they 
don’t see anything, they think they are good. Sadly 
this is a common problem with most lice 
treatments. 

It takes 7-10 days for a nit to hatch and another 7-
10 days for that bug to mature and lay nits, the 
next generation of nits. Understanding the life 
cycle of the louse, it makes perfect sense to treat 
3 times to end the louses life cycle.  
 
Pleeeese make sure you treat a second and third 
time (remember the lifecycle). 
 

 



 
 

 

 

Newham Mechanics Hall 

 2nd June 2018 

 Cocktail Menu 

byo drinks 

$50 tickets are on sale every afternoon  

at the front of school  

A shuttle bus can be arranged for a small cost at 

the end of the night 

Please contact Anita Rietveld for details 
anita_rietveld@hotmail.com 

 

 


