
 
NEWSLETTER NO .24  

FRIDAY ,  10 TH  AUGUST 2018 

 

Centred By Faith 

In Partnership with Community 

We Provide Excellence in Learning 

 
Dear Parents, Students and Friends of St Ambrose, 

On Tuesday afternoon we were lucky enough to 

experience a free NED Kindness Adventure 

assembly.  Not only were the students thoroughly 

entertained by the storytelling, music and 

interactions with the presenter but they also heard 

the important message that it’s the differences of 

each person that makes experiences and 

friendships so great.  This assembly was organised to 

support our school’s initiative to continue to nurture 

a positive and caring school climate.  It proactively 

demonstrates the benefits of showing kindness, 

respect and acceptance. 

The ‘Pay-It Forward’ program allows this wonderful 

show to go to other schools, provides income for 

artists in Kenya and even a small portion of each 

item sold provides clean water for kids in Kenya too. 

 
 

 

 

 

Thank you to all the families who have generously 

supported this initiative by purchasing the hand-

crafted items and jewellery that the Mini Vinnies 

have been selling each morning.  These items will 

continue to be on sale for 3 more days…next 

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday! 

 

Grade 1/2T and 1/2B have been learning about 

Fractions down to an 8th this week.  The students 

have made their own paper pizzas where the 

children were given instructions such as; Cover the 

‘whole’ pizza with tomato sauce, Put ham on ‘half’ 

of the pizza and Place mushrooms on ‘one quarter’ 

of the pizza…etc.   

Both classes had lots of fun making their colourful 

paper pizzas and even more fun making ‘real 

pizzas’.  This helped the children make the 

connection to their everyday life and learning 

about fractions purposeful.  Yummy and engaging 

mathematics!!! 

 

CANTEEN CLOSED 
WEDNESDAY 15/8/18 



 

The junior classes are inquiring into the concept of 

Diversity in both their Integrated Studies and 

Religious Education.  This learning has been 

integrated into other areas of the curriculum too! 

     

In 1/2T the class read the picture book ‘Just the 

Way We Are’ by: Jessica Shirvington which is a 

celebration of families of every kind!  Then the 

students identified all the ‘Double Letter’ words they 

could find throughout the text and created a class 

poster. 

 

Reminder - Change to Dates - The end of the term 

dismissal time for Friday 21st September, will be 

1.30pm. The whole school Mass on this day will 

commence at 12.00pm. 

Change to Specialist Days – During both Week 

6 & 7 the senior and junior specialist program will 

swap due to other calendar events. 

 

Debbie Geisler 

Deputy Principal 

 

Term 3, 2018 
Week 5 

Monday: 13.08 

 Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am 

Wednesday: 15.08 

 Canteen closed 
 The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Thursday: 16.08 

 Learning & Teaching Network 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm: 

Sunday: 19.08 

 20th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 

Week 6 

 

Monday: 20.08 

 Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am 

 Wellbeing Network Meeting 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

Tuesday: 21.08 

 St Pius X 

Thursday: 23.08 

 JUNIOR SPECIALIST PROGRAM 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm:  

 Professional Learning Team Focus: Literacy 

Friday: 24.08 

 SENIOR SPECIALIST PROGRAM 

 St Bartholomew  

 Professional Learning Team Focus: Literacy 

Sunday: 26.08 

 21st Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 

Week 7 

 

Monday: 27.08 

 St Monica 

 Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am 

 Book Fair Visits – Book Parade 9:15am 

Tuesday: 28.08 

 Saint Augustine 

 Father’s Day Stall (change of date) 

 Book Fair  

Wednesday: 29.08 

 School Mass – 9.30am: P/1L 

 Book Fair 

Thursday: 30.08 

 Book Fair 

 JUNIOR SPECIALIST PROGRAM 

 Professional Learning Team Focus: Learning 

& Teaching 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm:  

 School Advisory Meeting 7.00pm 



Friday: 31.08 

 SENIOR SPECIALIST PROGRAM 

 Father’s Day Breakfast 

 Footy Colours Day 

 Professional Learning Team Focus: Learning 

& Teaching 

Sunday: 02.09 

 22nd Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 Father’s Day 

 

Week 8 

Monday: 03.09 

 Saint Gregory The Great 

 Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

Wednesday: 05.09 

 School Mass – 9.30am: Gr 5/6E 

 Northern Region Principals Reference 

Meeting 

 Numeracy Professional Learning Team 

 Confirmation Workshop with Bishop Terry 

7.00pm 

Thursday: 06.09 

 Professional Learning Team Focus: TBA 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm: Religious Education 

 ONWZ Principal Network (Evening) 

Friday: 07.09 

 Professional Learning Team Focus:  

 ONWZ Principal Network (Day) 

Sunday: 09.09 

 23rd Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 

Week 9 

Monday: 10.09 

 Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am 

Wednesday: 12.09 

  School Mass – 9.30am: Grade 5/6M 

Thursday: 13.09 

 Professional Learning Team Focus: Forward 

Planning 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm:  

Friday: 14.09 

 Professional Learning Team Focus: Forward 

Planning 

Sunday: 16.09 

 24th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 

Week 10 

Monday: 17.09 

 Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

Thursday: 20.09 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm:   

Friday: 21.09 

 Student Dismissal 1.30pm 

Sunday: 23.09 

  25th Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

 

This Week’s Gospel 

 
Gospel  John 6:41-51 
I am the living bread come down from heaven. 
The Jews were complaining to each other about 
Jesus, because he had said, ‘I am the bread that 
came down from heaven.’ ‘Surely this is Jesus son 
of Joseph’ they said. ‘We know his father and 
mother. How can he now say, “I have come down 
from heaven”?’ Jesus said in reply, ‘Stop 
complaining to each other. 
‘No one can come to me 
unless he is drawn by the Father who sent me, 
and I will raise him up at the last day. 
It is written in the prophets: 
They will all be taught by God, 
and to hear the teaching of the Father, 
and learn from it, 
is to come to me. 
Not that anybody has seen the Father, 
except the one who comes from God: 
he has seen the Father. 
I tell you most solemnly, 
everybody who believes has eternal life. 
I am the bread of life. 
Your fathers ate the manna in the desert 
and they are dead; 
but this is the bread that comes down from 
heaven, 
so that a man may eat it and not die. 
I am the living bread which has come down from 
heaven. 
Anyone who eats this bread will live for ever; 
and the bread that I shall give 
is my flesh, for the life of the world.’ 

 



Gospel Reflection – 
Around the world there are women’s shelters run 
by the St Vincent de Paul Society called ‘Manna 
House’. It’s an inspired name for such an important 
work. Women and their children, in the midst of 
fear, and having suffered terrible abuse, are 
welcomed into a safe-haven where they can be 
loved and looked after. It’s a temporary respite 
where broken families can piece their lives back 
together and be revived for the journey ahead. 
What happens at ‘Manna Houses’ for women at 
risk happens for each of us when we come to the 
Eucharist. We receive manna from heaven. It’s our 
stop on the journey of faith so that we can go out 
spiritually revived to be the face of Christ in the 
world. Sometimes we need this ‘manna come 
down from heaven’ when we are spiritually most 
at-risk. 
I love the fact that as Catholics we believe that 
Christ is present in ordinary gifts of bread and wine 
blessed and offered at the Eucharist. We don't just 
believe that Christ is present in sunrises, sunsets 
and in natural beauty, we also believe that God 
comes to us in a special and unique way in the 
simple, ordinary things of life. And it is in what we 
do with these gifts of bread and wine that Christ is 
really present. 

 
The earliest Christians called the Eucharist ‘the 
breaking of the bread’. It is the broken bread and 
the poured cup given into our hands to which we 
say ‘Amen’ and so affirm our belief that Christ is 
present here. 
We often need to be reassured of Christ’s presence 
when we are in the desert periods of our own life. 
We can feel we are wandering around in the 
wilderness looking for some sign of God’s life. For 
all of us who are broken in mind, body or spirit, or 
who are pouring ourselves out in love for other 
people, communion is precisely the time Jesus 
meets us where we are. Is it any wonder that the 
Eucharist means so much to us? May we never feel 
as though we are not good enough to be here, for 
Jesus has invited us to his table where we are loved 
and cared for. 

As important as the Eucharist is, however, it is not 
‘ours’, in the sense that we can selfishly hold on to 
the gifts we receive here. We are given Christ in 
Word and Sacrament, so we can become Christ. 
In a sense Jesus says the same thing in today’s 
Gospel when he talks about how the Father draws 
people to faith. 
Sometimes we can fall into the trap of thinking that 
faith is only an intellectual exercise. As important 
as good thinking and the power of strong 
arguments might be, the truth of faith is best 
demonstrated on an emotional and intuitive level 
when others see the power of God’s saving love 
active in the way we live our lives. This is what 
really captures people’s attention, and draws them 
to ask what gives our lives this quality, direction, 
purpose and meaning. 
So may this respite from the journey of faith dispel 
our fears, revive us for the task ahead and enable 
us to live as though the only Bible others will read 
will be our lives, and the only Sacraments that will 
captivate them and draw them to Christ will be our 
justice and joy. 
 

© Richard Leonard SJ. 

 

 

 

 
 
 



Book Week 2018 

Each class will be allocated a time to come and make 
purchases during class time. If you wish, you may 
send some spending money along with your child or 
alternatively you might like to support your child to 
make a purchase before or after school.  
 
Book Fair Sales Time: 
Monday 27th   after school until 4:30pm 
Tuesday 28th   after school until 4:30pm 
Wednesday 29th  before school 8:30am & 

after school until 4:30pm 
Thursday 30th   before school 8:30am  
 
The Book Fair is a major fundraiser for the Library – 
for every dollar spent we are allocated Scholastic 
Reward Points, it is with these Reward Points that 
we are able to have such a wonderfully robust 
selection of books in our Library for the children to 
enjoy. Having said all of this please be reassured 
that purchasing books is completely optional.  
 
Thanks for your continued support.  
Annie Rowland 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 



SPORT 
The junior students were lucky enough to have 
Soccer coach, Vio Mitre, from Melbourne City 
Soccer Club visit our school last Friday. He is a 
junior development coach for Melbourne City and 
had a wealth of skills and expertise to share with 
our students.  

 

He demonstrated the key soccer skills of dribbling, 
changing direction, and keeping control of the ball; 
through a series of fun games such as dribblers and 
robbers, here there and nowhere, and some 1 vs 1 
goal kicking. The students all had lots of fun and 
did extremely well in the frosty and windy 
conditions! 

 
 

COBAW WINNERS 

 
What a day we had! On Tuesday 7th August, some 
senior students competed in the Cobaw District 
Sports in Basketball. This was held at Boardman 
Stadium in Sunbury, and we entered a girls’ team 
and a boys’ team. They played 10 matches and 
both were undefeated leading into the grand 
finals.  
The girl’s team were a force to be reckoned with, 
and beat Newham to WIN by 6 points! It was a 
huge thrill, and a wonderful experience for all the 
girls!  

 
The boy’s team played against Woodend and had a 
tight contest. It was 8 points each and Woodend 
scored a 3 pointer. 
 

With time ticking, and without hesitation, our team 
went 'bang' and equalled the scores by also 
shooting a 3 pointer in reply! With that, the siren 
sounded and it was 11 points each. The game was 
taken to overtime, and our boys were able to draw 
a foul and take 2 shots. Luckily 1 of these shots 
went in and we were up by 1 point before the siren 
sounded. WINNERS!! The most exhilarating feeling 
to win such a tight game to such a good 
opposition! 
 
Congratulations to both the boys and the girls’ 
basketball teams. They were so very excited to win, 
and all of them thoroughly deserved the rewards 
after they played so well! Both teams were 
undefeated all day. We now get to progress onto 
the next round in Bendigo on Friday 31st August - 
the day after the athletic sports also in Bendigo!  
 
I wanted to take this opportunity to say how 
amazing the St Ambrose students were on the inter 
school sporting stage. They always showed utmost 
respect to their opponents, playing fairly and 
gracious in victory. They showed high levels of 
sportsmanship; even impressively stopping to help 
other players when they tripped over. These 
children are a real credit to the whole St Ambrose 
community. 
 



A big thank you must go to our coaches and 
helpers Paul, Phil, Nicole and Tony. We were very 
grateful to have you there helping.  
 
Over the next couple of weeks, I will be running 
trials for the Cobaw Athletic Sports in Bendigo 
(30th August). If your child is successful, you will 
receive a note via Care Monkey as soon as the 
team is finalised, so please keep an eye out for 
this.  
 
It’s days like this that remind you how wonderful 
sport is! 
Lisa Pollard 
PE Teacher 

 

 
I stared out the car window the house was tall old 
and was surrounded with junk. I questioned my 
mum why we had to move to this old rickety 
junkyard, she simply just ignored me. We clambered 
out of the car. The garden was nothing but dead 
grass and weeds, I walked up the stairs they creaked 
under my weight. I placed my hand on the rusty 
door knob the door slowly creaked open.  
 
I stared into the house it was surprisingly clean and 
neat maybe living here isn’t going to be so bad after 
all. I walked back to the car and grabbed my luggage 
only to stare back at the old house, everything in the 
house was dusty and covered in cobwebs.  
 
I hastily moved up the stairs they were tall and 
steep. My luggage felt heavier as I got near the top. 
I finally made it to the top of the stairs, my legs felt 
weak after having to haul my luggage up the 
crooked stairs. After a few minutes of searching I 
found my room. I sat down on the old and rusty bed 
that was left in the dusty room. I edged towards the 
window and hauled it open a hot breeze hit me in 
the face. I finally decided to start unpacking that’s 
when I saw an old piece of paper tucked under my 
torn mattress. Should I look at it?   
 
There were so many questions buzzing around in my 
head. I decided to look at it. But before I could even 
touch it my mum called my name I hurried down the 
crooked stairs wondering what was on that piece of 
paper?   

 

The place of the 
Japanese language in 
Australian education 

Teaching Japanese at St. Ambrose, I try to create a 
warm and comfortable environment in which your 
child can grow to learn the complexities of language. 
The communication skills that your child learns early 
in life will be the foundation for their communication 
abilities in the future. Strong language skills are an 
asset that will promote a lifetime of effective 
communication.    

The article below is a rationale of learning Japanese 
language in Australian primary schools abstracted 

from The Australian Curriculum, Assessment 
and Reporting Authority (ACARA). 

Japanese has been taught in Australia for more than 
100 years and is widely taught as a second language 
in Australian schools. The 1960s saw significant 
growth in the learning of Japanese, with the 
establishment of many university programs that 
produced graduate language teachers who worked 
alongside native-speaking teachers to establish 
school-based programs. Increased trade and tourism 
activity between Japan and Australia in the following 
decades strengthened interest in Japanese-language 
learning, and government funding such as the 
National Asian Languages and Studies in Australian 
Schools (NALSAS) Strategy (1994-2002) and the 
National Asian Languages and Studies in Schools 
Program (NALSSP, 2008-12) contributed to growth 
and further development in both the primary and 
secondary sectors. The strong relationship between 
Australia and Japan has led to many collaborative 
projects in education and intercultural exchange. The 
Japanese government and private foundations 
support the teaching and learning of Japanese in 
Australia through funding professional learning and 
resource development centres and through 
involvement in educational exchanges. 



The near-parallel time zones and the geographical 
proximity of Japan to Australia facilitate access, 
interaction and communication between the two 
countries. Student exchanges, community 
engagement such as sister-school and city 
relationships, and connections developed through 
other curriculum areas such as art, design and 
literature provide opportunities for Australian learners 
of Japanese to interact with Japanese people and to 
engage in cultural experience. Increasing numbers of 
students benefit from exchanges and in-country 
experience. Technology provides many additional 
opportunities for interaction and exchange with 
Japanese-speaking people and cultures. 

Miho Yamashita, Japanese language teacher. 
(Visit ACARA website for more 
information https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au) 
 

 

 

July 31st   Amelie C (5/6M) 
August 2nd  Noah S (1/2B) 
August 2nd  Millie S (2/3R) 
August 2nd   Elijah E (P/1L) 
August 5th   Mary F (4/5F) 
August 7th   William M (4/5F) 
August 7th   Keeley W (5/6M) 
August 8th  Indie R-H (P/1E) 
August 9th  Mila H (P/1E) 
August 10th  Noah N (1/2B) 
August 13th  Fletcher W (1/2B) 
August 14th  Aulani B (4/5F)  
August 15th  India-Belle C (P/1L) 
August 15th  Riley J (3/4P) 
August 15th   Liv S (P/1E) 
August 16th  Isaac G (P/1L) 
August 18th   Charlee D-T (5/6M) 
August 19th   Harry W (4/5F) 

 

 

5/6M  Zac H 

For using great adjectives in his narrative writing. 

5/6E  Sarah R 

For her thoughtful contribution to class discussions. 

4/5F  Maie B 

For great reading at our Family Mass 

5/6M  Baylee K 

For his understanding of transformations, rotations, 

translations and reflections. 

5/6E  Max H 

For outstanding efforts in all areas of his learning. 

3/4P  Will T 

For excellent efforts in his reading. 

3/4P  Arwen R 

For the positive way she is approaching her 

learning. 

2/3R  Olivia H 

For learning her number facts in GRIN. 

4/5F  Fynn R 

For great reading at our Family Mass. 

1/2T  Jemima D 

For coming up with helpful strategies during 

writing time. 

1/2B  Miranda B 

For participating in class discussion.  Well done! 

1/2B  Noah N 

For being thoughtful and opening a door for a Mum 

coming into school. 

2/3R  Zoey T 

A terrific effort when writing from a character’s 

point of view. 

2/3R  Chloe M 

For being a regular contributor to class discussion 

and for her effort to improve her spelling. 

1/2T  Tahli M 

For trying her hardest in everything she does with a 

smile on her face! 

P/1E  Harry M 

For reading very well and applying helpful 

strategies. 

P/1E  Ava R 

For producing fantastic writing. 

P/1L  Ruby P 

For being a friendly and enthusiastic class member 

in P/1L. Welcome! 

P/1L  Violet D 

For beginning to take on feedback in her writing. 

 

https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/


Recounts from 2/3R 

In 2/3R we watched a short story called, ‘The 
Present’. The students were asked to write a 
recount of the story from a character’s point of 
view. Here are some examples: 
 

Dog - By Zoey T 

I was minding my own business when someone 

grabbed me out of my cage and put me in a 

box. I was carried away. Someone opened the 

box and picked me up. He looked at me, then 

he threw me on the ground. I saw a red ball and 

ran until l bumped into a cabinet. I went under 

the cabinet to get the red ball. I ran up to the 

boy and put the ball on the ground. He kicked 

me and said, “Get lost!” I came back and then 

he laughed at me. He got up and then l realised 

he had lost a leg just like me and then we 

played. 

 

I was playing my cool games while mum was 

out. Soon she came home and put a box in 

front of me. Then she pulled open the curtains 

so it was hard for me to play the game. I 

looked at the box for a second and then l 

paused the game. I pulled one part of the box 

and straight away a puppy jumped out. I was 

so excited, until l realised it only had three legs, 

so l threw the puppy on the ground. The puppy 

ran towards the cupboard. A little bit later l 

decided to go outside and play with my 

puppy. 

 

By Layla S 

 
Mum - By Will F 
 
Today my son has been playing video games all 
day, so l am going to the pet shop to get him a dog. 
There are so many dogs to choose from, but just 
one dog has the missing paw. I finally decided on 
the three pawed dog because it would match him, 
because he is missing a bit of his leg. I took him up 
to the counter. The shop keeper said it was a funny 
choice.  
When l got home, l put the dog in front of him, but 
he yelled at me and said, “Mum! I lost my game!” I 
told him to calm down and open the present l got 
him. I went upstairs and heard a scream, probably 
a scream of joy. Then he said he was going outside 
and l knew l had chosen the right present. 

Community News 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 


