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Centred By Faith 

In Partnership with Community 

We Provide Excellence in Learning 

 
 

Dear Parents, Students and Friends of St Ambrose, 
 

C ATHOL I C SCHOOL FUNDI NG  

There has been much in the news of late regarding 

federal funding of Catholic schools. The previous 

model proposed by the then Education Minister 

Simon Birmingham, for us at St Ambrose, would have 

made Catholic education in Woodend far more 

expensive. 

 

At the same time, it is interesting to note that our 

school had been chosen as one of only 9 to 

undertake a review of the SES score. As mentioned 

previously, our SES score, which sits at 105, dictates 

the level of funding we receive from the 

government. The higher the score, the less funding 

and a greater reliance on parents to make up the 

difference through school fees. We believe that our 

score is higher than it should be. 

 

So far only 52% of the surveys sent out to assist us in 

reviewing our SES score have been completed. I 

cannot express how important it is to be able to 

complete this review given the long term 

implications regarding the cost of education at St 

Ambrose.   

 

Over the coming days, families who have as yet not 

completed the survey, will be contacted by either 

Justine or Karen to provide you with your login 

details. It really is important for us as a school 

community, that we achieve the 95% response rate 

needed so that the review can proceed. 

 
 

 

Catching a ride with dad! 
 

L I VI NG OUR  F AI TH  

This weekend, students within the parish of St 

Ambrose will come together to make their 

commitment to preparing for the Sacrament of 

Confirmation. Mass will be offered both on Saturday 

night at 6pm and again at 10am on Sunday 

morning. 

Something else that is special about this coming 

Sunday is the celebration of our annual Family Spring 

Mass. The church already looks amazing with posters 

that have been created by our senior students that 

reflect their understanding of different passages of 

Genesis.   
 

SUMMER  SCHOOL UNIFOR M  

There is considerable lead time for school uniform 

delivery. To ensure availability of summer uniforms, 

could you please place orders online by 17th 

September 2018 (2019 Prep student excluded.) 

 

S T AF F I NG NE WS  

Next week, Alison Raco will be taking the Grade 1/2T 

class for the remainder of the term and the start of 

the first two weeks of next term as Maree Thomas 

takes personal leave during that time. We are very 

fortunate that having Alison already in the 

classroom, the learning and teaching program, 

along with the very positive relationships she has 

already formed with the students will allow minimal 

disruption to the classroom during Maree’s absence. 
 
 

D I SMI SS AL  T I ME  NEXT  FR I D AY  

Next Friday marks the end of Term 3. Dismissal time 

for our students is at 1.30pm. There is no canteen next 

Friday. We would like to invite every parent who is 

available to attend, to join us for Mass at 12.00pm.  

It’s a special celebration of the term we have just 

had and an opportunity to give thanks to God for 

the many gifts developed, strengthened and 

discovered. 

 

Wishing you a great weekend. 

 

Des Noack 

Principal 

 



Term 3, 2018 
Week 9 

 

Saturday: 15.09 

 Confirmation Commitment Mass 6.00pm 

 

Sunday: 16.09 

 24th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 Spring Family Mass and Confirmation 

Commitment Mass 10.00am 

 

Week 10 

 

Monday: 17.09 

 Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

 Last day to order summer uniform 

 
Thursday: 20.09 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm:   

 

Friday: 21.09 

 End of Term Mass 12pm 

 Student Dismissal 1.30pm 

 
Sunday: 23.09 

  25th Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

 

 

St Ambrose Summer  

Dress Code 
 

It has been great to see nearly all our students’ 

transition into the now, not so new, school 

uniform.  

Our students are required to wear a formal 

compulsory identifying uniform, which 

distinguishes them as a member of the school.  

The uniform provides an opportunity for our 

students to display pride not only in themselves 

but in their membership of and to the school.  

Next term our students are required to wear 

‘Summer Uniform’ and their school ‘Sunsmart’ 

wide brimmed hat. 

Please note there is minor price increase to all 

items due to price increases from the supplier. 

There is a considerable lead time for school 

uniform delivery.  To ensure availability of 

summer uniforms, could you please place 

online orders by 17 September 2018 (2019 

Prep students excluded). 
 

The following provides an outline of Summer 

Uniform: 

 

GIRLS’ SUMMER UNIFORM 

 

Blue and white tartan dress with navy trim. 

White school socks. (Strictly no anklet socks) 

School pullover with logo / and or   

Navy Soft Shell Jacket with logo.  

Black leather school shoes. 

Navy blue hair ties 

Sun Smart School Hat OR 

 

GIRLS’ SUMMER UNIFORM (alternative to the 

dress) 

 

Short sleeve blue shirt with logo. 

Navy school trousers or Navy school shorts 

White school socks. (Strictly no anklet socks) 

School pullover with logo / and or   

Navy Soft Shell Jacket with logo.  

Black leather school shoes. 

Navy blue hair ties 

Sun Smart School Hat 



 

BOYS’ SUMMER UNIFORM  

 

Short sleeve blue shirt with logo  

Navy school trousers or Navy school shorts 

Navy school socks (Strictly no anklet socks) 

School pullover with logo / and or   

Navy Soft Shell Jacket with logo. 

Black leather school shoes. 

Navy blue hair ties if hair is longer than shoulder 

length. 

Sun Smart School Hat 

 

SPORTS UNIFORM (Boys & Girls) 

 

Tracksuit pants with school logo / and or - 

Sports shorts with school logo 

Short / Long Sleeve Sport Polo with Logo 

Navy Soft Shell Jacket with logo. 

Sun Smart School Hat (T.1/T.4) 

White sports socks (Strictly no anklet socks) 

Sneakers 

 

SCHOOL BAGS 

St Ambrose School bag  

 

 

Maths In P/1L  

 
 

In P/1L we have been learning how 
to measure length.  We have been 
comparing objects using 'shorter' and 
'longer'. We have even developed 
our own measuring rules to make 
sure we can measure and 
compare accurately. 

 

 
 

On Tuesday the 4th of September the two Prep 

One classes went to Funtopia! Our first task was to 

design a new rock climbing wall for the 

center.  Two of our students, Eva and Cameron, 

won the competition and their paintings are being 

considered by Funtopia for their next rock climbing 

wall!  
 

 



 
 

Children had many opportunities to climb, balance 

and use their physical strength and coordination. It 

was fabulous to watch the persistence shown by 

many students in trying to climb challenging 

obstacles. They then were able to enjoy the 

rewarding thrill of heading down a giant slide! Even 

the staff, Ms Elliott and Mrs Raco, stepped outside 

their comfort zones, sheer dropping down a 7metre 

slide!  Overall, it was a fabulous day enjoyed by all. 

 

 

Five tips to help 
children develop 
decision-making 

skills 
 

https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/families/enewsletter/five-
tips-help-children-develop-decision-making-skills 

 

Like adults, children make a range of decisions 
every day! 

Young children regularly choose how they will 
behave, which toys or games they would like to 
play with, which books they would like to have read 
to them, or which television shows they would like 
to watch. 

As they get older, children make bigger decisions 
that often involve their family, their friends and their 
schoolwork. 

The kinds of decisions children make affect their 
mental health and wellbeing, their relationships and 
their success. 

Learning to make good decisions helps children 
become more independent and responsible. 

How children’s decision-making skills develop 

Children learn good decision-making skills 
gradually and are strongly influenced by the 
expectations and values they learn from those 
around them. 

This occurs through observing others (particularly 
their parents and carers), hearing about and 
discussing values, and having opportunities to 
make decisions and experience the consequences. 

The key skills children need to develop for decision 
making are: 

 identifying when a decision needs to be made 
 thinking of possible options 
 evaluating the options, and choosing strategies 

for making the decision and reviewing how it 
works. 

Learning to consider the situation carefully and 
weigh up the options before coming to a decision 
helps children make better decisions. 

It also helps them to understand and take into 
account others’ views when making decisions that 
affect them. 

Here’s five ways to help develop children 
develop good decision-making skills    

Parents and carers can help children learn how to 
make good decisions by effectively guiding and 
supporting them as they practise. 



1. Allow children to practise making choices 

Giving children opportunities to make choices helps 
to build their sense of responsibility, as well as their 
decision-making skills. It is important that the 
choice really is theirs, so provide options that you 
will be happy with no matter which they choose. 
Showing interest in their choice helps to reinforce 
that you see their decisions as important. 

2. Talk about everyday decisions 

Involve children in your own decision-making. For 
example, you might say, “I’m trying to decide 
whether to take up a sport to get fit or go to a 
dance class. Which do you think I should do?” Talk 
through the advantages and disadvantages of each 
suggestion so your child can learn how to 
thoughtfully evaluate different options. 

3. Support children to use decision-making 
steps 

As children develop their skills for thinking through 
decisions, teach them these steps of decision-
making and show them how to use them 
effectively: 

 identify the decision to be made 
 think of options 
 evaluate the options and choose the best one 
 put your choice into action and check how it 

works. 

4. Ask questions that promote thoughtful 
decisions 

Asking open-ended questions that prompt children 
to think through their reasons for choosing a 
particular option helps them learn how to evaluate 
options and think through consequences. Some 
good questions include, “What do you like about 
that?”, “What makes this the best option?”, “How 
would this work?” 

5. Encourage children to set achievable goals 

Setting their own goals to work towards 
encourages children to plan and think ahead. It 
helps them understand the link between making 
decisions and taking action. 

It is important that the goals set are achievable and 
motivating for the child. In addition, the steps 
needed to reach goals need to be definite, clear 
and small enough for the child to manage. 
Providing praise and acknowledgment for small 
steps of progress supports children to meet their 
goals. 

Appropriate goals for children to choose include 
developing a new skill (eg. learning to play chess, 
learning to swim), improving performance in school 
work or in an area of particular interest (eg. 
learning to play a particular piece of music, master 
a difficult skill in sport), or earning pocket money to 
save for something special. 

 

This Week’s Gospel 

 
 

Gospel  Mark 8:27-35 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

Mark 

You are the Christ … the Son of Man was 

destined to suffer much. 

Jesus and his disciples left for the villages round 

Caesarea Philippi. On the way he put this 

question to his disciples, ‘Who do people say I 

am?’ And they told him. ‘John the Baptist,’ 

they said, ‘others Elijah; others again, one of 

the prophets.’ ‘But you,’ he asked, ‘who do 

you say I am?’ Peter spoke up and said to him, 

‘You are the Christ.’ And he gave them strict 

orders not to tell anyone about him. 

 

And he began to teach them that the Son of 

Man was destined to suffer grievously, to be 

rejected by the elders and the chief priests 

and the scribes, and to be put to death, and 

after three days to rise again; and he said all 

this quite openly. Then, taking him aside, Peter 

started to remonstrate with him. But, turning 

and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and 

said to him, ‘Get behind me, Satan! Because 

the way you think is not God’s way but man’s.’ 

He called the people and his disciples to him 

and said, ‘If anyone wants to be a follower of 

mine, let him renounce himself and take up his 

cross and follow me. For anyone who wants to 

save his life will lose it; but anyone who loses his 

life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, 

will save it.’  

 

 
 



Gospel Reflection  

 
Who Do You Say Jesus Is? 
 

We’re tempted to applaud when Peter gives 

the right answer. The other disciples fumble 

around, giving Jesus the daily buzz about what 

people are saying about him. But when Jesus 

asks them what they personally think, only 

Peter has an answer. It’s enough to make 

them want to cheer. 
  
Especially because Peter is so often the gospel 

bungler, the guy who speaks first, thinks 

afterwards. He’s the guy, not unlike ourselves, 

who defends Jesus with a sword one minute, 

denies him with a word the next. And 

unfortunately, the same holds true in this 

instance as well. Even as we’re tempted to 

clap, Peter is already shooting himself in the 

foot. He knew the right answer, but he can’t 

follow through on it. He knows Jesus is the 

Christ, but he still doesn’t want him to get hurt. 
  
And, the truth is, Peter doesn’t want to get hurt 

either. If he accepts the teachings about the 

Son of Man being murdered, then he’s got to 

wonder when they’ll be coming after him. So 

Jesus calls him the Devil, which must have cut 

deep. And then advises that they too prepare 

to lose their lives if they’re going to be his 

followers. Peter got the answer right, the first 

time. He, like the rest of us, just needs to work 

on the follow-through. 

 

The Hard Truth 
 

There is no Christianity without a cross. And if 

we want to follow, we have to take up the 

cross. That’s the hard truth. 

 

Taking up the cross doesn’t mean coping well 

with sickness or bad luck. We take up the cross 

when we choose sacrifice we could avoid in 

order to help others. 

 

Living as a Christian means choosing little 

sacrifices on a daily basis. Taking up the cross 

means giving up your life each day in little 

ways. You take up your cross when you help 

someone without having to be asked. You 

take up your cross when you reach out to the 

unpopular kid in the yard. You take up your 

cross when you sacrifice time with friends for 

time at the soup kitchen or homeless shelter. 

  

Like Peter, each day we must decide who we 

think Jesus is. We show that he is our Messiah 

(the one who came to save us) when we 

choose to sacrifice for others. Oddly enough, it 

is through those little sacrifices that we really 

save our own lives – and add to the lives of 

others. 

When have you chosen a sacrifice – taken up 

a cross – that has shown others who Jesus is to 

you? 
 

GPBS eNews 
 

 
 

Today all the Grade 6’s and their buddies made 

sushi. My buddy Bruno and I got sticky fingers 

handling the rice. We made chicken, tuna, and 

vegetable sushi. 

 

After that I helped make some for the staff with Mrs. 

Raco. Bruno and I got to eat our sushi at lunch time, 

they were delicious. 

By: Charlie P. 

 



 
 

 

This week in Japanese, we are learning to 

say  'Excuse me' in Japanese. 

 

Sumimasen is one of the most frequently used 

words in Japan.   

 
For example, if you want to order something in 

cafe, you say   Sumimasen to get attention 

from floor staff.  

 
If you need to walk through a crowd, you'll also 

say  Sumimasen so that people around you 

can give way to you. 
 

If you step on somebody's foot by accident, 

you'll say  Sumimasen. 

 

 

Sushi with our Buddies ! 

On the 11th of September the 5/6 and their Prep/1 

buddies made sushi and Asian crafts together. We 

rotated through 4 activities:  

 

1. Make your own sushi. 

We got to choose what we wanted in our sushi. We 

could choose from carrot, cucumber, avocado, 

chicken and tuna.  

2. Make paper fortune cookies. 

Get your note and with a tiny bit of glue, stick it in 

then middle of your circle. Then you hold it in the 

shape of a taco. We made these with Miss Leigh.  

3. Making Flags  

 We made flags with Miss McMahon. We made the 

flags of Vietnam, China, Thailand and Japan.  

4. Origami  

 Origami didn’t exactly work out but it was still fun. 

We tried to make a crane with Mrs Macca.  

Lunch  

When it was lunch we were all eager to eat our 

amazing sushi. It was really delicious but Mrs Macca 

forgot the soy sauce.  

 

 
 

A big thank you to Alison R. and other parent 

helpers who helped us make our delicious sushi. We 

all really, really, REALLY enjoyed it.  

By Keeley and Eva 5/6M   



 
 
 

 
September 1st  Zara C (2/3R) 
September 3rd  Cait M (2/3R) 
September 4th  Matilda W (2/3R) 
September 5th  Harry M (P/1E) 
September 5th  Charlotte L (P/1E) 
September 6th  Ziggy B (5/6E) 
September 7th  Asha D-T (2/3R) 
September 8th  Violet P (P/1E) 
September 8th  Angus W (P/1E) 
September 8th  Arwen R (3/4P) 
September 10th  Lola C (3/4P) 
September 12th  Findlay R (P/1E) 

 
Congratulations  Lucy K (3/4P) you have 
achieved a Gold Certificate!! 
 

Congratulations  Kaidon W (3/4P) you have 
achieved a Gold Certificate!! 
 

SPECIALIST CLASS 

AWARDS 

 
 
SPORT 

Amy O (5/6E) - For showing confidence and self belief in 
her sporting abilities. 
 
Danny S (2/3R) - For being a keen and enthusiastic 
participant in all PE classes. 
 
MUSIC 
James C (3/4P) - For showing persistence when learning 
the ukulele. 
 
JAPANESE 

Tahlia J (P/1E) - For always working hard and willing to 
help others. 
 
ART 

Joseph E (1/2T) - For creative and inventive artwork and 
discussions. 

 

STUDENT AWARDS 
 

P/1E  Angus W 
For using his knowledge of skip counting to solve money 
matters! 
P/1E  Mila H 
For showing a great understanding of how we come 
together to pray.  Mila drew great pictures showing us 
gathering, listening, responding and going forth! 
P/1L  Ayden H 
For showing whole body listening and following 
instructions. 
1/2B  Caellan B 
For always trying his hardest in numeracy!  Well done! 
1/2B  Annique S 
For always offering to help around the classroom. 
1/2T  Nina C 
For always being ready to lend a helping hand and 
answering questions all the time!  Well done. 
1/2T  Will B 
For sharing his knowledge with his classmates in all 
subject areas! 
2/3R  Danny S 
For his enthusiasm and contributions during spelling 
activities. 
2/3R  Cait M 
For consistently demonstrating good learning behaviours 
and kindness to others. 
3/4P  Arabella W 
For displaying a positive attitude to her learning. 



3/4P  Ben C 
For being an excellent classroom helper. 
4/5F  Maie B 
For a fantastic presentation on “Save the Children Fund?” 
4/5F  Hayden G 
For a fantastic presentation on “Save the Children Fund?” 
5/6E  Samuel G 
For seeking feedback on his wonderful narrative! 
5/6E  Phoebe G 
For her thoughtful contributions to class discussions! 
5/6E  Aaron J 
For his amazing reading rate of 140 wpm, during SPELD. 
5/6M  Amelie C 
For writing a well structured “Information Report” on 
Tatiana Grigoreva. 
5/6M  Liam M 
For being a friendly class member who always shows 
kindness to others. 

Hanging 
In There 

 

Physical Education 

Update 

Athletics and Basketball 

We’ve had a busy few weeks in PE! The students from 

St Ambrose have represented our school with a great 

sense of pride at the District Athletics Sports and the 

Divisional Basketball Tournament.  

ATHLETICS: On Thursday 30th August, 52 students 

from Grades 3-6 travelled to Flora Hill Athletics Track 

in Bendigo for the District Athletics day. The weather 

was a combination of wind, rain, and freezing cold 

conditions, however all the students were eager to 

participate and try their best. The weather certainly 

didn’t dampen their spirits.  

Our students showed great team spirit.  When waiting 

for their events, the students were found along the fence 

line cheering each other on.  It was wonderful to see 

them showing such wonderful sportsmanship and 

encouraging others. 

Overall, as a school St Ambrose received 8 first places, 

4 second places and 9 third places.  

A great result! We congratulate and celebrate the 

success of the winners!  

I’d also like to acknowledge and celebrate all of the 52 

students that competed. Whilst all students didn’t come 

first in their events, or take home a ribbon – they still put 

in their best efforts and improved their skills along the 

way. In my mind – that makes all of the students’ 

winners and they’re all richer for the experience. 

Thank you kindly to Brenda McDonald, Michael 

Portelli, Telia K, Jen A, Helen B, Jamie Z, Kate W, Kate 

K and Adrian S for their support on the day. There was 

lots to organise during the day, and I couldn’t have done 

it all without their help!  



The next round of Athletics is the Divisional Event on 

the 17th of September, where we will have 4 students 

representing St Ambrose – Cooper D, Amy O, Xavier M 

and Jack M. We wish them well for a great day of 

competition. 

BASKETBALL: As mentioned in last week’s 

newsletter; we were lucky enough to have a Girls and a 

Boys team who qualified for the Divisional Basketball 

Tournament on Friday 31st August.  

The Girls team faced some fierce competition but 

managed to win 2 of their games for the day, which was 

a super effort. They were disappointed with the result, 

but certainly played with intent and determination and 

should feel proud of themselves.  

The Boys team played well together as a team to win all 

of their matches to remain undefeated. Because of their 

dominance, they were rewarded with the title of Division 

Premiers and an impressive trophy to add to the cabinet 

at school. The boys were rightfully thrilled and look 

forward now to the Regional Tournament in Swan Hill 

on the 2nd of November.  

The St Ambrose community can all celebrate the 

resounding success of our Boys team and we wish them 

every success in extending their winning streak in Swan 

Hill. We also celebrate the fine efforts of our Girls team, 

and know how hard they worked to reach the Divisional 

level. Congratulations to both teams.  

Photo: Winning Boys Team 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our boys 

coach Paul H, and our girls coach Phil C. Your expertise 

was greatly appreciated, and we’re very grateful for your 

dedication to our students.  

I’d also like to thank our expert scorers and cheer squad 

on the day – Nicole Z, Peta R, Michelle C, and Tony H. 

Lisa Pollard 

Physical Education. 

 
Photo: Athletics Team 

Book Nook Book Review- 

THE WONDERLING 

 
 

The Wonderling is about a shy one-eared 

groundling, a mix of human and animal who 

lives in Miss Carbuncle's Home For Wayward 

And Misbegotten Creatures.. Known only as 

Number 13, he has no friends. That is, until he 

met Trinket, a bird groundling, who was being 

bullied. He protected her, and in return she 

gave him a real name, Arthur, and a best 

friend. When he finally escapes, what awaits 

him in the big city? And if he returns, what will 

he find? 

 

This book is a marvellous creation. With a 

stunning front cover and a warm, exciting story 

about the wonderful gift of friendship and the 

hardships of segregation. 
By Charlotte 5/6M 



 
Fiver for a Farmer. 

On Tuesday September 11th all the 

children were asked to dress up as a 

farmer and bring along a $5 note to 

help support ‘Fiver for a Farmer’ 

The school was able to raise over 

$1,100 on the day which was a 

fantastic effort. Classroom 

teachers also had the students 

write letters of support and 

encouragement which will be 

delivered to the farmers at a later 

date. It was so great to see our 

students, teachers and classroom 

helpers getting behind the event 

and raising so much money. Teachers 

said how great it was to see their 

students offering their support and 

encouragement to those in need. 

Thanks to all those who contributed! 

 

 
 

Community News 
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