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Dear Parents, Students and Friends of St 

Ambrose, 
 

Our sincere gratitude and congratulations to the 

Carnival Committee and to you yourselves for 

the incredible support and assistance received 

prior to, during and after the carnival, and 

especially to Anna Hardwick (Co-Chairperson), 

Jess Tucker (Co-Chairperson) & Chris McGregor 

(Site Manager) whose leadership, energy and 

commitment made this year’s carnival such a 

wonderful success. 
 

The most incredible thing that has come out of 

Saturday is the number of current and new 

families who have come forward to say that they 

are really looking forward to helping out again 

next year. 
 

The priority of the carnival has always been 

focussed upon providing an amazing event that 

all families can enjoy. We identified early on that 

sponsorship and volunteers were major areas 

that we needed to address. Previously there had 

been much reliance on sponsorship as part of this 

event and our fundraising efforts. But without 

volunteers, the event simply couldn’t happen. As 

a result, our attention was to focus upon 

volunteers rather than sponsorship. Without 

volunteers, we simply could not have achieved 

what we did last Saturday and it is a credit to 

each and every one of you who put up your 

hands and worked together so positively to make 

it happen. There’s a great saying that goes – ‘if 

you build it they will come’, and what you 

collectively built together as a community last 

weekend was rewarded with an amazing turn 

out of people from both the local and regional 

areas along with raising over $15,000 in support 

of both our parish and school. That is an amazing 

amount given that we are a small community 

and highlights the generosity and support of our 

wonderful town.  
 

The photos contained in this week’s newsletter, 

especially for those who were there, can’t help 

make you smile and reflect that was an amazing 

day.  
 

On behalf of the Carnival Committee, Fr Martin 

and myself. 
 

Thank you! 
 

Desmond Noack 

Principal 

 



 

Just when we have got our 2019 Preps settled 

into class, planning is already underway for next 

year’s Prep students. 
 

Current families within the school will receive a 

CareMonkey form next week asking them to 

confirm if they are seeking a Prep placement for 

their child next year (2020).  
 

Many of you have friends that may be asking 

when they should seek to apply for a placement 

for their own child, the response should be ‘now’. 

 

Please note that we follow a specific guideline as 

to the priority criteria for enrolment but we also 

want to make it known that as long as we have 

received an application form, families still at least 

have a chance of getting a placement at St 

Ambrose dependent upon our numbers and 

availability. 

 

 

Dates for the Diary 
 

Week 9 
Monday: 25.03 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing: 8.15am 

o School Assembly: 2.55pm  

Tuesday: 26.03 

o Day set aside for Class Excursions  

Wednesday: 27.03 

o Canteen Day  

o Sacrament of Reconciliation 7.00pm  

Friday: 29.03 

o Canteen Day 

Week 10 

Monday: 01.04 

o Grade 6 Canberra Camp Mon - Friday 

Tuesday: 02.04 

o CDSSA Cross Country 

Wednesday: 03.04 

o Canteen Day  

o Prep’s In PJ’s Night  

Thursday: 04.04 

o   

Friday: 05.04 

o Canteen Day  

o End of Term Mass of Thanksgiving: 2.30pm 

o End of Term Dismissal Time: 3.30pm 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

Conveyance Allowance 
 

Families in rural and regional Victoria can get 

help with the cost of transporting their children 

to their nearest school. This is known as 

the conveyance allowance. 

 

The conveyance allowance is available to 

students travelling by: 

 public transport 

 private car 

 private bus 

 or to students whose nearest school is not 

serviced by a free school bus. 

The conveyance allowance is a contribution 

towards transport costs and is not intended to 

cover the full cost of transporting children to 

and from school. 

To be eligible students attending a school 

must: 

 attend their nearest school 

 reside 4.8km or more by the shortest 

practicable route from the school 

Please contact the office if you would like a 

conveyance allowance form or 

visit www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teache

rs/transport 

 

 

CAMPS, SPORTS AND 
EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF) 

Do you, as a parent or legal guardian of a 

student, hold a: 

·         Veterans Affairs Gold Card 

·         Centrelink Health Care Card 

·         Pensioner Concession Card 

If so, you are eligible for a $125 Camps Sports 

and Excursions Fund (CSEF) payment.  Please 

complete the attached form and return it to 

the school office by Friday 29 March 2019.  

If you were approved for this rebate in 2018 

and your circumstances have not altered, it is 

not necessary to submit the paperwork again. 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) 

provides payments for eligible students to 

attend activities like: 

 school camps or trips 

 swimming and school-organised sport 

programs 

 outdoor education programs 

 excursions and incursions. 

For more information please 

visit www.education.vic.gov.au 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/transport
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/transport
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/


 

 
On March 14th, our Grade 5 and 6 students 

had a Skype lesson with our sister school's 

Grade 6 students. 
 

At the beginning of the lesson, we had to 

move from Japanese room to 5/6 P classroom 

as internet connection was not so great, and 

thanks to Mrs Woodman who stepped in to 

help us to re-connect with Hikijidai Primary 

School, we had a great lesson with them.   
 

Six students from both schools have read their 

speech in front of the camera and at the end 

of each speech, both schools gave feedback 

to each other.  Our students gave Japanese 

students great feedback such as ' It looks like 

you all had a lot of practice before this lesson 

because your English was great!' , ' We should 

practice more next time to get better at this 

like Japanese students' 

Japanese students graduate at the end of 

March and commence the new school year 

from April.   

We will commence Skype lessons with their 

new Grade 6 students again in Term 2. 

 

 
 

As Catholic Education Week drew to a close, 

last week culminating with St Patrick’s Day 

celebrations on Sunday 17 March, thousands of 

students from primary and secondary schools 

throughout the Archdiocese gathered for Mass 

in St Patrick’s Cathedral last Friday 15th March. 
 

Archbishop Peter A. Comensoli was the 

principal celebrant and was joined at the altar 

by Bishop Mark Edwards, Vicar General Msgr 

Greg Bennet, Dean Fr Werner Utri, Fr John 

O’Reilly and Cathedral Master of Ceremonies Fr 

Linh Pham.  
 

Following a colourful, bagpipe-led procession 

of proudly flown school banners, students 

squeezed eagerly into the pews of the 

cathedral as they awaited the Archbishop to 

begin the Eucharistic celebration.  
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 

On Sunday 28 April 2019 I’ll be taking up the 

challenge in Pancare’s Melbourne Walk for Hope 

and I need your support!  

 
This year, over 3,364 people will be diagnosed 

with pancreatic cancer. Out of all the major 

cancers, pancreatic cancer has one of the 

lowest survival rates with only an 8.7% chance of 

surviving at least 5 years. This must change – and 

with your support it can. 
 

All donations will go towards Pancare 

Foundation’s patient support programs and 

funding into vital research in the fight against 

pancreatic, liver, biliary and foregut cancers. 
 

To support me, follow the link below and click 

‘Donate Now’ to make a secure online donation. 
 

https://fundraise.pancarewalkforhope.com

.au/page/LindyDray  
 

All donations over $2 are tax deductible. 
 

Thanks for your support! 
 

Jamima (Gr 3/4PB) 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

https://fundraise.pancarewalkforhope.com.au/page/LindyDray
https://fundraise.pancarewalkforhope.com.au/page/LindyDray


 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Our School’s Student 

Behaviour Policy 
 

At St Ambrose Parish Primary School, with the 

teachings and life of Jesus Christ as our central 

focus, we aspire to provide an excellent 

education in faith and life, within a welcoming 

environment. Together we nurture the Spiritual 

and Educational welfare and needs of the 

members in our Parish and School community, to 

foster life-long learning and their relationship with 

God. Our vision therefore is expressed simply as: 

    

 

Centered by Faith 

In Partnership with Community 

We Provide Excellence in Learning 
 

Aims  

Our school is a community that exemplifies the 

gospel values of love, forgiveness, justice and 

truth.  Our school community recognises that 

everyone has the right to be respected, to feel 

safe and be safe and, in turn, our school 

community acknowledges each member's own 

obligation to behave responsibly.  This Policy is 

intended to guide our school's actions.  It has 

been developed in consultation with the school 

community and seeks to prioritise respectful 

relationships and safety in response to the rights 

and needs of all members of the school 

community.  A safe and supportive environment 

respects the rights of all students to learn, the rights 

of all teachers to teach and the rights of all 

members of the school community to be safe. 

Every person at the school has a right to feel safe, 

to be happy and to learn.  Therefore our school 

aims:  

 to promote the values of honesty, fairness 

and respect for others; 

 to acknowledge the worth of all members 

of the community and their right to work 

and learn in a positive environment; 

 to maintain good order and harmony; 

 to affirm cooperation as well as responsible 

independence in learning; and 

 to foster self-discipline and to develop 

responsibility for one's own behaviour.   

Guiding Principles  

St Ambrose Parish Primary School strives to build a 

safe and positive school environment that is 

guided by Gospel values and honours the dignity 

of the individual, the family and the school.   



The development and promotion of high-quality 

relationships are responsibilities shared by all 

members of the school community. Teachers, 

students, families, parish members and the wider 

community contribute to and share in the 

responsibility to foster life-affirming relationships 

that recognise and support the inherent dignity 

and safety of each person.   Members of the 

school community are expected to contribute to 

the mission and vision of the school and to 

understand their rights and acknowledge their 

obligation to behave responsibly.    

As a provider of Catholic education, the school 

Principal will take into account the need for the 

school community to represent and conform with 

the doctrines, beliefs and principles of the 

Catholic faith when making decisions regarding 

matters of school administration, including 

enrolment.  Pupils and families who are members 

of other faiths are warmly welcomed at our 

school.  However, the school reserves its right to 

exercise its administrative discretion in 

appropriate circumstances, where it is necessary 

to do so to avoid injury to the religious sensitivities 

of the Catholic school community.   

It is vitally important that the school is made aware 

of each child's individual circumstances insofar as 

these may impact upon his or her physical, 

functional, emotional or educational needs, 

particularly where the school is required to 

provide additional support to the child.  

Shared Behaviour Expectations 
The School recognises the importance of 

providing clear guidance and expectations 

which are all applicable to all members of the 

school community. 

The table below sets out the School's 

expectations for its students, parents and staff.  

Students are expected to: 

1. take responsibility for their learning and have 

high expectations in themselves that they 

can learn  

2. model the School's core values of respect, 

endeavor, communication, trust and 

teamwork  

3. take responsibility for their own behaviour and 

the impact of their behaviour on others  

4. comply with this Policy and work with 

teachers and parents in developing 

strategies to improve outcomes to: 

a. obey all reasonable requests of staff;  

b. respect the rights of others to be safe 

and learn; and 

c. respect the property of others.  

Parents/Carers are expected to: 

1. have high expectations of their child’s 

behaviour and have an understanding of the 

School's behavioural expectations  

2. communicate with the School in regards to 

their child’s circumstances  

3. cooperate with the School by assisting in the 

development and enforcement of strategies 

to address individual needs 

4. provide complete, accurate and up to date 

information when completing an enrolment 

form and supply the School, prior to 

enrolment, with any additional information as 

may be requested, including copies of 

documents such as medical/specialist reports 

(where relevant to the child's schooling), 

reports from previous schools, court orders or 

parenting agreements 

5. comply with the school's behaviour aims and 

the school's Code of Conduct and to support 

the school in upholding prescribed standards 

of dress, appearance and behaviour, in 

accordance with the terms of your child's 

enrolment at the School. 

6. acknowledge and understand that 

unacceptable behaviour by a child, or 

repeated behaviour by a parent or guardian 

that, in the school's view, is unacceptable 

and damaging to the partnership between 

parent/guardian and school, may result in 

suspension or termination of the child's 

enrolment. 

Principal/Teachers & Staff will: 

1. promote positive reinforcement and 

enhance student self-esteem by having a 

planned approach for recognising and 

responding to appropriate behaviour 

2. deliver an inclusive and comprehensive 

curriculum which promotes positive behaviors 

and emphasises the well-being of every child 

focusing on pro-social behaviors  

3. employ whole school and classroom 

practices to establish a climate in which 

appropriate behavior is the norm for all 

students and focus on the implementation of 

preventative and early intervention strategies 

to deal with attendance and behavioral 

issues  

4. consistently apply this Policy through a shared 

collegiate understanding and only exclude 

students in extreme circumstances 

5. provide professional development for all staff 

to enable them to develop and maintain 

positive relationships with their students 

6. recognise that for some students additional 

support may be needed in the form of 

staged responses and staff are committed to 

working with families to reintegrate students in 

an educational setting after exclusion 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Our annual Easter Raffle is on the horizon. 

From next week there will be a donation 

box in each classroom, and one in the 

hallway, for your quick convenience. We 

are looking for donations of anything with 

an Easter theme so we can create our 

Easter Hampers. The obvious (and perhaps 

the easiest) choice is to buy chocolate, but 

we would really love to encourage other 

donations for example: An Easter book, 

ornament, fluffy toy or pair of ears perhaps?  

 

Raffle tickets will be sent home next 

Monday 25 March and will be due back by 

Wednesday 3 April in time for the draw on 

the last day of Term –Friday 5 April. Many 

thanks, in anticipation.  
 

 
 

Canteen Special 
 

$1.00  
 

Friday 29 March 2019 
 

Visit the canteen at lunch time for an  
ice cream in a cone (until sold out). 

 
Gluten & dairy free sorbet also available. 

 
Over the counter cash sales only. 

 
 



THE CARNIVAL 
I was filled with exhilaration when I woke up, for I 
was going to the St Ambrose Carnival! After 
breakfast we did our usual things, because it didn’t 
start too 9:00am. I was so bummed out. It is 8:59 
and I was intensely staring at the clock until it hit 
9:00 “Mum” I yelled. “Yes” she responded. “It is 
time to go” I told her. “Ok put your shoes on,” she 
said me. “YAY!” I yelled. 
 

When we arrived, I instantly found my friends and 
rushed to the dodgems, because there was 
basically no line. When I mounted the vehicle it felt 
like it was enchanted with an excitement spell. 
When the person said, “Go!” I slammed the pedal 
and furiously drove like it was a world champion 
race. 
 

After the dodgems I went to get some food. After I 
paid for it, I said thanks for the food and drinks and 
went to find my special friend, because she had 
arrived. 
 

Once I found her, she asked me if I wanted to ride 
the cha cha with her.I said, “Yes.” It was so 
terrifying I cried. But my friend took me off for five 
minutes and then took me back on so I could calm 
down. After the five minutes she took me back on. 
“WOO HOO!” I yelled. “Are you having fun now?” 
She asked me. “YEAR!” I yelled over the wind. 
 

After the ride I found my mum and asked for some 
money to buy another drink and she said it was ok. 
So I bought a coke with my friend. My other friends 
found me and we sat and talked about stuff. 
 

It was nearly time to go, so I went on the cha cha 
one more time with the same friend. It was a blast. 
“Thanks for going on the ride with me,” I said. “No 
problem,” she said. 
 

It was time to go so my friend’s dad dropped me 
home and my friend walked me to my house. I 
gave her a hug and I walked into my house and 
said goodbye.  
 
BY WILL P 

 

CARNIVAL!!! 

 
Stalls, carnival rides, junk food, the carnival 

had it all!! As my best friend, Imogen and I 

walked through the school my heart skipped 

a beat. The day had begun… 

 

Before we had time to decide what to go on, 

we were dragging each other to the rides. 

After a considerable amount of dragging we 

settled on the Hurricane. Big mistake! I 

could barely hold on to my brekkie. But 

after six more times I got used to it . 

(Although I almost threw up on Immie’s 

lap). 

 

After a while we picked up Bella, another 

friend and Rusby to go on the Cha-Cha. 

Immie and Bella took a carriage and Rusby 

and I took ours. I immediately sat on the 

side with the cushioning (I had experience, 

so I knew what to do!) Poor Rusby was 

thrown around like a rag doll. I feel mean 

now...  

 

After feeling mean for a while Imogen, 

Bella and I took a look at the stalls and 

found a stall that sold charms. I bought a red 

love heart saying, “I love you,” for Mum 

and a sun for Dad to remind him that he 

lights up my life. I also bought them a dog 

statue each, a Kelpie for Dad and a Golden 

Retriever for Mum. 

 

When Bella left Immie and I got a Fanta and 

left. In conclusion, no negative feedback 

guys!! The day was smashing!!!  

 

By Georgia J 
  



 

 
 

 


