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NEWSLETTER NO .26 

FRIDAY ,  30 T H  AUGUST 2019 
 

 

Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 

 

It has been an action-packed week with Book 

Week activities, our Father’s Day Breakfast and 

Footy Colours Day all rolled into one week! 

The week began with the excitement of the Book 

Week Parade.  A big thank you to Tracey, our 

wonderful librarian and her FOSAL’s who organised 

and ran the parade.  Two best-dressed awards 

were given to each and every grade and a book 

given to the lucky winners. 

 

 

 
 

 
Thank you to all the families who have been buying 

books from the Book Week Fair, which in turn, allows 

the school to purchase even more wonderful books 

for our students to borrow from the library. 

 

Kindest regards, 

Debbie Geisler  

Principal 

 

 

  



 
Throughout each year, we pause to listen to our 

students, families and staff to gauge how our 

learning community is travelling. This feedback is 

invaluable to our progress as effective school 

communities and is backed by evidence-based 

research and best practices.  

 

What is CEMSIS? 

Catholic Education Melbourne School 

Improvement Surveys is a suite of internationally 

validated and research-based survey tools that 

collect a school communities perceptions. These 

new surveys create useful perception data from 

students in Year 4 to Year 12, teachers and non-

teaching staff and families as invited by schools. 

 
When is CEMSIS? 

The CEMSIS data creation window this year starts 

from September 2nd through to the 20th of 

September (the last three weeks of Term 3).  Once 

the data creation window closes, schools will 

access their CEMSIS data in October.  

 

How will students, families and staff access CEMSIS? 

Each participating school has a CEMSIS coordinator 

who will organise access to the school’s unique 

CEMSIS online portal.  Coordinators will work with 

school leaders to provide time for students to 

access their survey with teachers on hand for 

supervision and support.  For our students it is 

important for them to know that CEMSIS is not a 

test, your school wants to know what you think and 

what you feel can be improved. 

Coordinators will also organise for families to access 

surveys. Note: Letters to Parents with individual 

logins/passwords and survey links will be sent out 

during next week (Week 8). 

 

CEMSIS is about a school’s individual improvement 

not appraisal or school rankings. 

 

CEMSIS is 100% online.  Is it secure? 

Catholic Education Melbourne (CEM) has 

partnered with ORIMA Research to provide each 

school with its own safe and private portal.  CEMSIS 

coordinators have been nominated by their 

Principals to distribute encrypted logins and 

passwords.  All data that is collected in the portal is 

completely confidential and stored in data 

warehouses located in Australia.  CEMSIS is a click 

only survey.  There are no open-ended questions 

and it is impossible to identify anyone’s responses. 

 

If you would like more information, please go to the 

information video link below or contact the school.  

CEMSIS 2019 Information Video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kAcMY5TQpm

o&feature=youtu.be  
 

 

Dates for the Diary 
 

Term 3   Week 8 
Monday: 02.09 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing: 8.15am 

o School Assembly 

Tuesday: 03.09 

o Day set aside for excursions 

Wednesday: 04.09 

o Class Mass – 9.30am Grade 3/4M 

o Canteen Day 

Thursday: 05.09 

o PLT Focus: (Snr) - Mathematics 

o Staff Meeting – 3.45pm: RE Curriculum & 

Forward Planning 

Friday: 06.09 

o PLT Focus: (Jnr) - Mathematics 

o Canteen Day 

o 4/5F excursion to Mary MacKillop Museum 

& St Patrick’s Cathedral 

Saturday: 07.09 

Sunday: 08.09 

o 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Week 9 
Monday: 09.09 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing: 8.15am 

Tuesday: 10.09 

o ESO Meeting 2.30pm  

Wednesday: 11.09 

o Canteen Day  

o Class Mass – 9.30am Grade 3/4PB 

o Cyber Safety Information Night 6-7pm 

Thursday: 12.09 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm: 

o PLT Focus: Forward Planning Term 4 (SNR) 

Friday: 13.09 

o PLT Focus:  Forward Planning Term 4 (JNR) 

o Canteen Day  

Saturday: 14.09  

Sunday: 15.09 

o 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Week 10 
 

Monday: 16.09 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing: 8.15am 

o School Assembly 2.55pm 

Tuesday: 17.09  

Wednesday: 18.09 

o Canteen Day 

Thursday: 19.09 

o End of Term Mass: 2.30pm 

o End of Term Dismissal Time: 3.30pm  

Friday: 20.09 

o  School Closure – Staff Retreat 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kAcMY5TQpmo&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kAcMY5TQpmo&feature=youtu.be


 
Cyber Safety Information Night 
Following continued concerns and requests from 

parents regarding cyber safety and social media, 

we would like to invite parents who have children 

from Grade 3 to 6 to attend a ‘Parent Cyber Safety 

Information Night’  

 

Guest speaker Leading Senior Constable Jason 

Azzopardi will be advising us on all topics, tips and 

strategies for your family to be Cyber Safe. 

 

When: Wednesday 11th September  

Where: Prep E classroom (Former Art Room) 

Time: 6.00 till 7:00pm 

 

Please note: The Parent & Guardian evening session 

is not suitable for children due to the nature of the 

content being discussed. 

If we do not receive the attendance numbers 

required, we will not be able to hold this valuable 

session. 

 

Most children now have electronic devices and 

mobile phones from a young age that are 

connected to the Internet. 

We strongly encourage one parent per family to 

attend the evening in order to help prepare you 

with knowledge and strategies for keeping your 

children safe online. 

 

 

 
 

 

TRANSITION TO 
SECONDARY SCHOOL 

 
It is an exciting and important time of the year as 

our Grade 6 children are preparing for the next big 

step in their education journey. 

The Secondary schools that our children are 

transitioning to contact our Grade 6 teachers and 

ask them for information about your children to best 

help them understand your child’s needs and 

place them in an appropriate class. This information 

is passed on privately and confidentially on a need 

to know basis and we are guided by our Privacy 

Policy.  If you would like to access the Privacy Policy 

it can be found on the St. Ambrose website under 

Enrolment Information and then in the Policies 

section.   

If you have any concerns about the school passing 

on information about your child to their Secondary 

school please make time to meet with Jenny 

Boldiston by contacting the Office. 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

This Weekends Gospel 
Luke 14:1.7-14 

All who exalt themselves shall be humbled and all 

who humble themselves shall be exalted. 

On a sabbath day Jesus had gone for a meal to 

the house of one of the leading Pharisees; and they 

watched him closely. He then told the guests a 

parable, because he had noticed how they picked 

the places of honour. He said this, ‘When someone 

invites you to a wedding feast, do not take your 

seat in the place of honour. A more distinguished 

person than you may have been invited, and the 

person who invited you both may come and say, 

“Give up your place to this man.” And then, to your 

embarrassment, you would have to go and take 

the lowest place. No; when you are a guest, make 

your way to the lowest place and sit there, so that, 

when your host comes, he may say, “My friend, 

move up higher.” In that way, everyone with you at 

the table will see you honoured. For everyone who 

exalts himself will be humbled, and the man who 

humbles himself will be exalted.’ 

Then he said to his host, ‘When you give a lunch or 

a dinner, do not ask your friends, brothers, relations 

or rich neighbours, for fear they repay your courtesy 

by inviting you in return. No; when you have a 

party, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the 

blind; that they cannot pay you back means that 

you are fortunate, because repayment will be 

made to you when the virtuous rise again.’ 

Gospel Reflection 
In the gospel of Luke, Jesus is accused of eating 

with sinners and tax collectors (Lk 15) and we have 

an image of Jesus as always eating with the 

marginalised. However, today’s gospel account is a 

more common occurrence: Jesus eating with a 

leading Pharisee and people of social importance. 

Although Jesus is depicted as frequently dining in 

the houses of these well-to-do people, he was 

probably never invited a second time! As in today’s 

account, Jesus made a habit of accepting the 

hospitality of such people and then giving them a 

lecture about how they should behave and 

reminding them who was not gathered around the 

table with them. Certainly the sort of actions that 

don’t see too many follow-up invitations! 

The message he dishes out to the Pharisees on this 

occasion is about not thinking you’re more 

important than you really are. He tells them that it is 

far better to assume a lower status and to be lifted 

to greater prominence than it is to assume too 

much and have to be asked to step down to your 

proper status. In first century Jewish society, eating 

was as much a political act as it was a social one. 

Who you ate with was a reflection of your social 

and political position. To be invited to the head of 

the table would reflect very positively on a guest 

whilst being asked to assume a lower seat would be 

humiliating. 

Jesus’ final teaching in this account would have 

been outrageous to his audience. The thought of 

inviting to a meal people who were in no position to 

reciprocate was absolutely ridiculous. But Jesus 

encourages his audience to give to those who 

cannot repay – to be graciously generous just as 

God gives without expecting anything in return. 
© Greg Sunter 

 
Painting by: Hyatt Moore 

 

Who’s at Your Lunch Table? 

The school tuckshop. Over there are the jocks. 

There’s the drama club. There’s the band. There’s 

that one kid who always eats alone. Who will you 

eat with? Who wouldn’t you be caught dead 

eating with? Those are the questions Jesus asks in 

this week’s Gospel. 

Parties and meals are social time. It’s pretty normal 

to spend that time with friends and people who 

share your interests. But sometimes friendships can 

become cliques that exclude or look down on 

others. 

Jesus calls us to expand our circle of friends. Why? 

Because many people need our company. Meals 

were huge in Jesus’ ministry. He brought outcasts to 

meals with people of honour. He ate in the homes 

of people considered sinners. His meals revealed 

God’s Reign – where everyone has a place around 

the table.  

He tells his followers to stop worrying about whether 

their seat allocation proves they’re honourable. He 

asks them to welcome outcasts to their meals and 

into their lives. 

What does that mean for us? Reach out. Each 

tuckshop has young people who sit alone. Invite 

them to your table. Each school has young people 

that are friendless. Welcome them into your circle 

of friends. Each town has nursing homes with lonely 

people. Find yourself another grandpa or grandma. 

Honour the people others forget, and others will see 

that Jesus’ ministry continues.  GPBS eNews 



 

 
In 3/4 M we are learning about the importance of 

group work and team work in Mathematics as we 

embark on our Math rotations for the rest of the 

term. The students discussed what quality group 

work looks like and how it feels to be part of a 

productive group. 

 
3/4M are cooperating, sharing ideas and 

encouraging others to have a voice and have-a-

go.  It is also important to help others and make 

sure that everyone in the group is included! 

Thank you Prayers 
Grade 1/2T have been composing Thank 

you prayers about what they appreciate 

having in their world.  Here are just a 

couple. 
 

 
Thank you God for the nature and flowers, animals, 

gardens, and the world!  Thank you also for the fish, 

birds, the planet and rocks. 

 

 
Thank you God for the rivers and the bold blue sea, 

the trees and the bushes that give us oxygen. 

 

 
Thank you God for the earth so we can live and see 

all the great animals that you created.  Thank you 

also for food and water which keep us alive. 



 
This week’s update: The sun was shining, hot houses 

were rising and seeds were being sewn.  Thank you 

to Paul, Amy and Liz who all joined Meagan this 

week to lend a hand. 

 
 

 
 

Please note: If there are any parents who have 

been in the garden at home and have any leftover 

plants/seedlings or seeds, we would appreciate 

any donations to the Kids Garden Club. 
 

 
Cait, Annique & Olivia are just putting the finishing 

touches on the hot house they constructed on their 

own! 

 

 
This week Meagan also organised a Nature 

Scavenger Hunt! 

 

Thank you in advance of your support. (Meagan) 

 

 
 

 



FATHER’S DAY BREAKFAST 
AND 

FOOTY COLOURS DAY! 
 

Another successful Father’s Day breakfast.  All Dads 

went on their way with content tummies.  Thank you 

to all the Dads and students who brought with them 

their Gold Coin Donation for children with cancer.  

If you forgot, don’t worry, we will happily accept 

donations on Monday next week too. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

CALLISTHENICS 
 

 
 

The Macedon Ranges Calisthenics Club recently 
enjoyed success over all sections in competitions. 
 
The Tinies, Sub-Juniors and Juniors teams all 
placed first so there was smiles all round.  
 
Tinies 
Ruby Paag (absent from photo) 
Sub-Juniors 
Lola Ceh 
Heidi MacDonald 
Carli MacDonald 
Juniors 
Mia Loschiavo 
Darcie Carrucan 
 
Congratulations!! 

 

 



Unexplained Student 
Absences – update of 
Attendance Guidelines 

 
 

‘Schools must advise parents/guardians of 

unexplained absences, on the same day, 

as soon as practicable, including for post-

compulsory aged students.’ 
 

At St Ambrose we adhere to the following to ensure 

student safety during school-hours: 

 

School responsibilities: 
• The school must record student attendance: 

- twice per day in primary schools (before 9.15am 

and directly after lunch) 

• The school must record, in writing, the reason 

given for each absence (this is done electronically). 

This is necessary to: 

- meet legislative requirements  

 - discharge schools' duty of care for all students 

 - enable the school governing body to report on 

student attendance annually 

 - meet Victorian Curriculum and Assessment 

Authority (VCAA) requirements for VCE students  

 

Unexplained absence:  
• If a parent does not contact the school to 

provide an explanation on the day of the student 

absence: 

 - school must attempt to contact the parent who is 

responsible for ensuring the child's attendance on 

that particular day (eg: by telephone, SMS txt 

message) as soon as practicable (this takes place 

soon after 9.15am by office staff after checking any 

recorded messages on our phone system) 

 - If, upon being notified of their child's absence or 

contacted to seek an explanation, a parent reports 

that the child was not living with them on that day, 

the school should ensure they notify another parent 

who was responsible for ensuring the child 

attended school on the relevant day(s).  

- If contact cannot be made with the parent, the 

school should attempt to make contact with any 

emergency contact/s nominated on the student's 

file held by the school (ensure contact details are 

current & accurate). 

• School staff are not expected to conduct checks 

by physically visiting homes   

• If there is no response and there are concerns 

about the safety of the child, contact should be 

made with local Police  

• If an explanation is received, the accurate cause 

of the absence must be recorded  

• If, following contact, the student’s safety has 

been established, but no written explanation has 

been provided within 10 school days, the absence 

should be recorded as an unexplained absence 

and also be noted in the student's file. 

 

The school can support us by following these simple 

guidelines: 

Parent responsibilities:  
• Parents are required to ensure their child attends 

school and to provide a written explanation for their 

child's absence (this can be in the form of an email) 

from school. 

• Create a culture: Parents should inform the school 

in advance of upcoming absences.  

• To ensure a child's education and wellbeing are 

supported, parents are encouraged to 

communicate openly with the school where a child 

has an ongoing medical condition that may result 

in ongoing absences or medical appointments 

during school hours. 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

Film Afternoon 
 

 
 

Our neighbouring parish, St Brigid's, Gisborne, is 

conducting a film afternoon on 

Sunday, 6th of October 2019 

at Readings Cinemas in Sunbury. 

 

“Ride Like a Girl” tells the inspirational true story 

of jockey Michelle Payne, who beat catastrophic 

injury and odds of 100-1, to become the first 

female jockey to win the Melbourne Cup. 

 

The Columban Partnership Group works locally 

to raise funds to support the work of the 

Columbans at the St Elizabeth Hospital in 

Hyderabad, Pakistan. 

 

The ticket price is $25.00 with tea, coffee, wine, 

soft drinks and finger food, to be served from 

2.00pm, and the film to be screened from 

3.00pm. 

If you are interested in obtaining tickets and 

supporting the work of the Columban Missions in 

Pakistan, please contact: 

Jayne O’Callaghan on 0427 855 471 or 

Marcia Collins on 0400 261 979. 

 

Numbers need to be finalised by 

Friday October 4th. 


