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FRIDAY ,  6 T H  SEPTEMBER 2019 
 

 

Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 

 

TER M 3  –  WHER E  D I D  I T  GO?  

Can you believe that there is only two weeks 

remaining of this term? It has truly flown. This term we 

have seen some amazing progress in our students. 

Their sense of being a learner and ability to show 

improvement is clearly evident in their writing, their 

science experiments, their maths, their art and even 

the ability to use Japanese confidently.  

It’s a huge credit to not only them but the teaching 

staff who strive to assist every one of their students to 

continue to build on what they can do, what they 

know, and how they think. 

A celebration of what the children have been 

learning this term with be shown using photos 

throughout this newsletter…enjoy! 

 

 
 

FOOTY COLOURS DAY DONATION 
 

 

Thank you to all our 
families.  Last Friday 
we raised $270.40 for 
children with cancer! 
 

 
CEMSIS  –  SCHOOL IMPR O VEME N T SUR VE YS  

This week all our families would have received an 

email with a CEMSIS letter explaining the school 

improvement survey and providing each family 

with a unique password and login instructions so 

that this survey can be completed. 

 

In the time it will take you to unload the dishwasher 

and fold a load of washing you will be able to give 

our school…your child’s school invaluable 

information and feedback that will support St 

Ambrose’s ongoing commitment to our school’s 

vision of being Centred by Faith, In Partnership with 

Community and Provide Excellence in Learning. 

Please help us to plan to improve! 

 

If you would like more information, please go to the 

information video link below or contact the school.  

CEMSIS 2019 Information Video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kAcMY5TQpm

o&feature=youtu.be  
 

 

 
The greater number of surveys completed the 

better quality the data is that we can then access. 

 

Thank you in anticipation of your support. 

 

Kindest regards, 

Debbie Geisler  

Principal 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kAcMY5TQpmo&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kAcMY5TQpmo&feature=youtu.be


 Dates for the Diary 
 

Term 3   Week 9 
Monday: 09.09 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing: 8.15am 

Tuesday: 10.09 

o ESO Meeting 2.30pm  

Wednesday: 11.09 

o Canteen Day  

o 2T BUPA Excursion 

o Class Mass – 9.30am Grade 3/4PB 

o Cyber Safety Information Night 6-7pm 

Thursday: 12.09 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm: 

o PLT Focus: Forward Planning Term 4 (SNR) 

Friday: 13.09 

o PLT Focus:  Forward Planning Term 4 (JNR) 

o Canteen Day  

Saturday: 14.09  

Sunday: 15.09 

o 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Week 10 
 

Monday: 16.09 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing: 8.15am 

o Regional Athletics - Bendigo 

o School Assembly 2.55pm 

Tuesday: 17.09  

Wednesday: 18.09 

o Canteen Day 

Thursday: 19.09 

o End of Term Mass: 2.30pm 

o End of Term Dismissal Time: 3.30pm  

Friday: 20.09 

o  School Closure – Staff Retreat 

 

Term 4   Week 1 
Monday: 07.10 

o SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY – Whole 

Staff First Aid Training 
Tuesday: 08.10 

o First day of Term 4 

Wednesday: 09.10 

o Canteen Day  

Thursday: 10.10 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm: 

Friday: 11.10 

o Canteen Day  

Saturday: 12.10  

Sunday: 13.10 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
Cyber Safety Information Night 
Following continued concerns and requests from 

parents regarding cyber safety and social media, 

we would like to invite parents who have children 

from Grade 3 to 6 to attend a ‘Parent Cyber Safety 

Information Night’  

Guest speaker Leading Senior Constable Jason 

Azzopardi will be advising us on all topics, tips and 

strategies for your family to be Cyber Safe. 

 

When: Wednesday 11th September  

Where: Prep E classroom (Former Art Room) 

Time: 6.00 till 7:00pm 

 

Please note: The Parent & Guardian evening session 

is not suitable for children due to the nature of the 

content being discussed. 

If we do not receive the attendance numbers 

required, we will not be able to hold this valuable 

session. 

Most children now have electronic devices and 

mobile phones from a young age that are 

connected to the Internet. 

We strongly encourage one parent per family to 

attend the evening in order to help prepare you 

with knowledge and strategies for keeping your 

children safe online. 

 

Weather 

wonders! 

 
Integrating their learning in mathematics and 

inquiry the Grade ones and twos have been 

learning about the seasons.  1/2T, 1/2R and 2T have 

amazing displays demonstrating what they know 

about each of the seasons using colours and 

environmental features to demonstrate each one.  

This year the snowman depicted in Winter is spot 

on! 



 
 

This Weekends Gospel 
Luke 14:25-33 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

All who do not renounce their possessions cannot 

be my disciples. 

Great crowds accompanied Jesus on his way and 

he turned and spoke to them. ‘If any man comes to 

me without hating his father, mother, wife, children, 

brothers, sisters, yes and his own life too, he cannot 

be my disciple. Anyone who does not carry his cross 

and come after me cannot be my disciple. 

‘And indeed, which of you here, intending to build 

a tower, would not first sit down and work out the 

cost to see if he had enough to complete it? 

Otherwise, if he laid the foundation and then found 

himself unable to finish the work, the onlookers 

would all start making fun of him and saying, “Here 

is a man who started to build and was unable to 

finish.” Or again, what king marching to war against 

another king would not first sit down and consider 

whether with ten thousand men he could stand up 

to the other who advanced against him with 

twenty thousand? If not, then while the other king 

was still a long way off, he would send envoys to 

sue for peace. So in the same way, none of you 

can be my disciple unless he gives up all his 

possessions.’ 

 

Gospel Reflection 
For some weeks now Luke has been telling us about 

the cost of discipleship. As a commentary on what 

was happening in his community and a 

preparation for what was to come, today's gospel 

used the hyperbole of hatred to drive home the 

point. For the earliest Christians a choice for faith in 

Jesus could be this stark and dramatic: families split 

up and sometimes people who had loved each 

other turned their brother or sister, mother or father 

over to martyrdom. This is the context in which 

Luke's community produced this Gospel. 

It is always good for us to recall that for some of our 

brothers and sisters beyond these shores the perils 

of public belief are still like those of Luke's 

community. Luckily for us the threat of death for our 

faith is only a very remote possibility. The power of 

this Gospel is that even if we are not faced with 

physical death, there are many other dyings that 

see us share in the cross of Jesus and follow in his 

way. 

The verbs in this passage tell an interesting story: 

'carry', 'follow', 'estimate', 'lay foundations', 'plan' 

and 'give up possessions'. It is a very tough list of 

things to do. Whatever our situation in life, this 

Gospel advocates that we figure out our priorities 

and live them out. In other words, we 'say what we 

mean and live what we say'. 

We often think we could never live without most of 

the things to which we have become accustomed 

or attached. But we can. We know from people 

who have lived through some of the worst events of 

last century that there are very few things that are 

essential to a happy life: human dignity; meaning 

and purpose; love of others; a sense of security. 

These are the essentials. Each person has a right to 

them and we have obligations to do our bit to see 

that they enjoy them. Everything else, as good as it 

might be, is icing on the cake. The problem is that 

we ‘want our cake and eat it too!’ 

As Christians we cannot have it both ways. We 

cannot say we are baptised into the life and death 

of Christ and not be prepared to sacrifice anything. 

If material riches come our way, with them come 

an even greater obligation to share with the poor. If 

we have talents and energy we are called to put 

them at the service of improving the world in any 

way we can. If we want the hope of the 

resurrection, we have to first carry the cross. So 

riches, a better world and hope come with a price. 

Many of us, however, do not need to be reminded 

about all this because we carry crosses every day. 

For some it comes through mental, physical or 

spiritual ill health. For others it can be in our homes 

where we have to deal with illness, dysfunction or 

violence. It can be in our places of employment 

where we are overworked, undervalued or bullied. 

Whatever our particular crosses may be we are one 

with all those who have 'gone before us marked 

with the sign of faith' and who found Christ in the 

midst of their suffering. This Gospel promises us that 

Christ walks beside us bearing the burden of the 

struggle. 

May this Eucharist give us eyes to see Christ present 

in our most difficult moments and make us more 

compassionate so we never add to the weight of 

another person's burden, but help carry it as best 

we can. 
© Richard Leonard SJ 
 

 
 

 



 
 

The Top Students Hall of Fame shows the 

top 100 students in the world. ... This is a 

weekly leaderboard (running Sunday-

Sunday) and counts the average points 

earned by all students in a class this week. 

The Halls of Fame are displayed on the 

Mathletics homepage. These are live and 

update every few minutes. 

If a student has enough points they will 

appear on the Hall of Fame automatically. 

Students can check their “daily points” 

total within their Student Console. Both 

global and national/regional Halls of Fame 

are displayed on the Mathletics 

homepage. 
 

 
 

 

Congratulations to both Jack G and 

William B from 34PB who have both 

appeared in the Mathletics “Hall of Fame” 

due to their love of mathematics and their 

eagerness to hone their math skills. 
 

 

 

 
This week the Grade 3/4's, as part of their science-

based Inquiry enjoyed an incursion by ‘Mad About 

Science’. 

The incursion was called… 

The Matter of Matter which used the magic 

of dry ice to explore the three common states of 

matter - solids, liquids and gasses. From everlasting 

bubbling fountains to cool chemical fire 

extinguishers. This session matters! 

 
 

 
 

 



 
The faces say it all! 

 
Science is serious business…. 

 
BUT….lots of fun too! 

Cooking is also 
chemistry! 

 
 

 
 

Thank you to Kate Warne for supporting the Grade 

3/4’s in their learning and running cooking classes 

with the valuable help of other parent helpers 

 

The students were adding to their learning by 

transferring their knowledge to their every day!  The 

students learnt that in the cooking process, foods 

can change matter too! 

 



 
 

This week’s update: Watering was on the 

agenda for the Garden Club.  The students 

watered what they have previously 

planted over the past couple of weeks. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Even our resident scarecrows were happy 

with the watering and stood to attention! 

 

Thank you in advance of your support. 

(Meagan) 



Unexplained Student 
Absences – update of 

Attendance Guidelines 

 
 
‘Schools must advise parents/guardians of 

unexplained absences, on the same day, as 

soon as practicable, including for post-

compulsory aged students.’ 
 

At St Ambrose we adhere to the following to ensure 

student safety during school-hours: 

 

School responsibilities: 
• The school must record student attendance: 

- twice per day in primary schools (before 9.15am and 

directly after lunch) 

• The school must record, in writing, the reason given for 

each absence (this is done electronically). 

This is necessary to: 

- meet legislative requirements  

 - discharge schools' duty of care for all students 

 - enable the school governing body to report on student 

attendance annually 

 - meet Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority 

(VCAA) requirements for VCE students  

 

Unexplained absence:  
• If a parent does not contact the school to provide an 

explanation on the day of the student absence: 

 - school must attempt to contact the parent who is 

responsible for ensuring the child's attendance on that 

particular day (eg: by telephone, SMS txt message) as 

soon as practicable (this takes place soon after 9.15am 

by office staff after checking any recorded messages on 

our phone system) 

 - If, upon being notified of their child's absence or 

contacted to seek an explanation, a parent reports that 

the child was not living with them on that day, the school 

should ensure they notify another parent who was 

responsible for ensuring the child attended school on the 

relevant day(s).  

- If contact cannot be made with the parent, the school 

should attempt to make contact with any emergency 

contact/s nominated on the student's file held by the 

school (ensure contact details are current & accurate). 

• School staff are not expected to conduct checks by 

physically visiting homes   

• If there is no response and there are concerns 

about the safety of the child, contact should be 

made with local Police  

• If an explanation is received, the accurate cause 

of the absence must be recorded  

• If, following contact, the student’s safety has been 

established, but no written explanation has been 

provided within 10 school days, the absence should be 

recorded as an unexplained absence and also be noted 

in the student's file. 

 

The school can support us by following these simple 

guidelines: 

Parent responsibilities:  
• Parents are required to ensure their child attends school 

and to provide a written explanation for their child's 

absence (this can be in the form of an email or now using 

the Absence Explanation Notice located in “Forms 

Library” on Caremonkey) from school. 

• Create a culture: Parents should inform the school in 

advance of upcoming absences.  

• To ensure a child's education and wellbeing are 

supported, parents are encouraged to communicate 

openly with the school where a child has an ongoing 

medical condition that may result in ongoing absences 

or medical appointments during school hours. 

 

 “Absence Explanation Notice” 
 

We have now created a new Caremonkey self-service 

form called “Absence Explanation Notice” to make 

notifying the school of your child’s absence even easier. 

A self-service form is a type of eForm that is optional and 

made available to users to complete at any time. 

This eForm has been made available to you in the 'Form 

Library' link in your Care Central. You can access and 

respond to a self-service form by using the following 

steps: 

1. Login to CareMonkey. 

2. At the top of the page, select ‘Form Library’. 

 
 

3. Upon entering the ‘Form Library’, choose ‘Absence 

Explanation Notice’, click on 'Start Form’.  Enter 

details of absence, then ‘Submit Form’. 

4. An email notification will be sent to the office and 

the classroom teacher will be notified. 

 

 

New to 
Caremonkey 



 
Prep E  Madeline E 
For working well in all tasks and for being a kind and 
considerate member in our class! 
Prep E  Hugh F 
For demonstrating a growth mindset by continuing to 
improve in his writing! 
Prep M  Max N 
For his enthusiasm and creativity during narrative writing. 
Prep M  Emily B 
For taking on feedback and using descriptive language in 
her writing. 
1/2R  Ileana C 
For being a conscientious, self-motivated learner 
1/2R  Sopie H 
For being a great contributor to class discussions 
1/2TW  Indie R-H 
For practicing her reading consistently and making huge 
improvements. 
1/2TW  Mary G 
For showing determination when reading and using a 
growth mindset. 
1/2TW  Kevin Mc 
For fantastic art work and focusing well in class. 
2T  Charlotte L 
For having a growth mindset and always trying her best! 
2T  Angus W 
For demonstrating deep thinking skills during a class 
number talk! 
3/4M  Oscar D 
For his fast and accurate recall of multiplication facts. 
3/4M  Lola C 
For showing great enthusiasm for narrative writing. 
3/4PB  Buster C 
For showing persistence and determination during 
Learing-Tasks. 
3/4PB  Oscar L 
For consistently improving his knowledge of division facts 
in Maths. 
3/4PB  Jemima D 
For using her known strategies to problem solve.  
4/5F  Zara C 
For always being willing to share her thoughts during 
discussion! 
4/5F  Hayden G 
For his willingness to help with classroom jobs! 
5/6M  Sam B 
For his positive attitude towards his learning – what a 
superstar! 
5/6M  Isabelle N 
For her information report on an SOS Animal 
5/6P  Miah K 
For being a supportive and helpful class member. 
5/6P Samuel C 
For greatly improved handwriting. 

SPORT AWARDS 
Riley C – for wishing his competitors luck in district 
athletics. Great sportsmanship. 
Austin S – for excellent forehand strike technique. 
Max S – for excellent participation and practice to perfect 
a new skill. 
 

SOCIAL JUSTICE AWARDS 
Archie S – include everyone. 
Adelaide L – strengthen positive behaviour. 

 
26 August  Darley C (3/4M) 
29 August  Layla S (4/5F) 
31 August  Mason H (3/4M) 
1 September  Zara C (4/5F) 
2 September  Ruby S (Prep M) 
3 September  Cait M  (4/5F) 
   Rex H  (4/5F) 
4 September  Elijah H (3/4P) 
   Matilda W (4/5F) 
5 September  Amity C (Prep E) 
   Harry M (1/2R) 
   Charlotte L (2T) 
6 September  Ziggy B (5/6P) 
7 September  Asha D (3/4M) 
8 September  Ellie B  (Prep E) 
   Kai Z  (2T) 
   Violet P (1/2T) 
   Angus W (2T) 
   Arwen R (4/5F) 
 

Congratulations to our Boys’ 
Division Basketball Team 

Winners! 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Our neighbouring parish, St Brigid's, Gisborne, is conducting a 
film afternoon on 

Sunday, 6th of October 2019 
at Readings Cinemas in Sunbury. 

 

“Ride Like a Girl” tells the inspirational true story of jockey 

Michelle Payne, who beat catastrophic injury and odds of 100-
1, to become the first female jockey to win the Melbourne Cup. 

 
The Columban Partnership Group works locally to raise funds 

to support the work of the Columbans at the St Elizabeth 
Hospital in Hyderabad, Pakistan. 

 
The ticket price is $25.00 with tea, coffee, wine, soft drinks and 

finger food, to be served from 2.00pm, and the film to be 
screened from 3.00pm. 

If you are interested in obtaining tickets and supporting the 
work of the Columban Missions in Pakistan, please contact: 

Jayne O’Callaghan on 0427 855 471 or 
Marcia Collins on 0400 261 979. 

 
Numbers need to be finalised by Friday October 4th. 

 

 
 

 


