
 
 

 

Centred By Faith 

In Partnership with Community 

We Provide Excellence in Learning 

 

NEWSLETTER NO .28 

FRIDAY ,  13 T H  SEPTEMBER 2019 
 

 

Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 

 

Term 4 is characterised by two particular features, 

they being consolidation and transition. 

Consolidation is an important feature of this term as 

it is an opportunity for students and teachers to 

reinforce the learning that has occurred, check in 

with areas that may still need further development 

or put in place strategies and resources that will 

support the student into the coming year.  
 

 

2020 Student Transition 

Transition is the other big factor. It is a time when we 

begin considering the best practices and processes 

to assist students in ensuring they have a sense of 

confidence and surety regarding the coming year.  

 

This is not just the case for our Grade 6’s and our new 

Preps, but every child within the school. Located in 

this newsletter is an invite to every parent regarding 

the opportunity to provide us with information that 

will assist us in supporting your child with their 

transition into next year. We invite you to please take 

the opportunity to be a part of this process and assist 

us in doing our best to place each child into a 

learning environment that best suits their needs. 

 

May this term give each of us a deeper appreciation 

for what we have and take the opportunity to give 

thanks to those who bring out the best in us.  

 

 

 

CEMSIS  UPDATE  –  SCHOOL 

IMPR OVEMEN T SUR VE Y S  

There are only 8 days left for families to complete 

the CEMSIS School Improvement Survey.   

 

So far, out of 171 families 33 have completed the 

survey which equates to a 19.3% response rate.  The 

surveys only take approximately 15 minutes to 

complete. 

 

The greater number of surveys completed the 

better quality the data is that we can then access. 

 
Thank you in anticipation of your support. 

 

SUMMER  SCHOOL UNIFOR M  

Located in this newsletter is an outline of the school’s 

Summer Uniform and Dress Code. We ask that you 

please take the opportunity to read over it as we, as 

a community, have much to be proud of how our 

students present and dress, not only within the 

school, but when representing the school on 

excursions or at various events. 

 

Kindest regards, 

Debbie Geisler  

Principal 

 

 Dates for the Diary 
 

Term 3   Week 10 
 

Monday: 16.09 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing: 8.15am 

o Regional Athletics - Bendigo 

o School Assembly 2.55pm 

Tuesday: 17.09  

Wednesday: 18.09 

o Canteen Day 

Thursday: 19.09 

o End of Term Mass: 2.30pm 

o End of Term Dismissal Time: 3.30pm  

Friday: 20.09 

o  School Closure – Staff Retreat 

 

Term 4   Week 1 
Monday: 07.10 

o SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY – Whole 

Staff First Aid Training 
Tuesday: 08.10 

o First day of Term 4 

Wednesday: 09.10 

o Canteen Day  

Thursday: 10.10 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

 



Friday: 11.10 

o Canteen Day  

Saturday: 12.10  

Sunday: 13.10 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Week 2 
Monday: 14.10 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing: 8.15am 

Tuesday: 15.10 

o School Assembly 2.55pm 

Wednesday: 16.10 

o Canteen Day  

Thursday: 17.10 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

Friday: 18.10 

o Canteen Day  

Saturday: 19.10  

Sunday: 20.10  

o 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
 

 

 
Cyber Safety Information 

Night 
Thank you to the parents who attended the Cyber 

Safety parent information evening on Wednesday.  

Below are some ‘takeaways’ from the session. 

 

*Be aware of the social platforms that your child is 

using. E.g. Instagram, Snapchat…. 

*Hormones and technology are not a good mix. 

*If you child doesn’t feel comfortable talking to you 

enlist the support of another family member that 

they look up to and trust. E.g.: favourite aunty or 

uncle 

*Help your child to understand the possible 

consequences for themselves and the impact they 

can have on others. 

*Develop positive routines with devices. E.g. have 

your child give you their phone before they go to 

bed. 

*Block and report a person cyberbullying. 

*Solutions are more important than punishment. 

*Get help from the police if needed.  

*Start the conversation early!   

*Watch a child-friendly video such as: 

Toasted TV: Am I a cyberbully?  I thought it was 

funny… 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=27

0&v=EOFXjMVTprc  
 

 

2020 Class Placement 
Following a Consultative Staff Meeting the following 

will be the classroom structure at St Ambrose for 

2020: 

Junior Team 

F/1 

F/1 

F/1 

1/2 

1/2 

Senior Team 

3/4 

3/4 

3/4 

5/6 

5/6 

 

Your child’s current teachers spend an amazing 

amount of time during the school year with your 

child.  They are aware of most, but maybe not all, of 

your child’s strengths and challenges from a school 

perspective. It is their knowledge, observation and 

wisdom that provide the basis from which class 

structures and placement are created.  
 

However, as a parent, your knowledge is far more 

insightful through the simple relationship of child and 

parent. You hear the story of their daily school 

experience and know intimately of your child’s 

strengths, challenges and amazing potential. You 

know of the relationships they have in and outside of 

school, the learning and teachers that inspire them 

to do their best and the friendships that either help 

them to flourish or struggle.   
 

It is within this context that we invite you to write 

about your child’s learning and social needs. 
 

When receiving a letter that requests a specific 

teacher, knowing that the teacher may not be in the 

same year level the following year, I read it as a 

parent’s way of expressing the type of teacher your 

child responds well to. In doing so, it affirms the 

quality, temperament, characteristics of the 

teaching staff that we wish to foster at St Ambrose. 

At the same time, it gives me an insight into the 

quality of relationship that has been formed 

between parent and teacher over the year. A 

positive relationship between parent and teacher 

makes a huge difference in the way a student 

engages in their learning and the school community.   
 

Please note that we may not be able to provide you 

with exactly what you want, but we do try to do our 

best given the many and diverse factors that go into 

making up a class. 
 

Thank you to the parents who throughout the year 

take the time to write in regarding their child’s needs 

and successes. It both affirms and provides direction 

for improvement.  
 

All letters or emails must be received by Friday 11th 

October and addressed to the principal marked 

“Confidential”.  
 

The email address to use is:  
 

dgeisler@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=270&v=EOFXjMVTprc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=270&v=EOFXjMVTprc
mailto:dgeisler@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au


VISIT FROM MOIRA KELLY 
 

We have been lucky enough to book in a visit to St 

Ambrose with humanitarian Moira Kelly. Moira 

dedicates her life to helping sick and needy 

children through the Creating Hope Foundation at 

her property in Kilmore. One of the most prominent 

stories was her help with conjoined twins Trishna 

and Krishna. 

 

Moira will be visiting St Ambrose Hall on Wednesday 

9th of October at 10-11am to speak to students 

from Grades 3-6 (First week of Term 4). 

 

As a way for us to say thank you for visiting our 

school, I am organising a collection of donated 

items that we can present to Moira. At her home, 

she cares for many children and has many 

volunteers that help out. They would appreciate 

any household items that can be used in a house 

with so many people. This may include but is not 

limited to: 

 

- tea bags 

- washing powder 

- biscuits 

- toilet rolls 

- shampoo 

- dishwashing liquid 

- toothbrushes 

 

There is a collection point inside the school foyer for 

any families that would like to donate something, 

we would appreciate your support. 

If any parents would like to attend on the 9th of 

October, it will be an enriching presentation I'm 

sure. 

 

Thanking you in advance. 

 

Lisa Pollard 

3/4 Classroom Teacher 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With all the grade ones and twos being on 

their excursion, Meagan had only a small 

group but it was still a very productive 

lunch time.  Next Tuesday will be our last 

session before the holidays…see you then. 

 

 
 

Kids Garden Club will be continuing in Term 

Four! 

 
 

 



 
 

This Weekends Gospel 
Luke15: 1-10 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

Luke 

There will be joy in heaven over one sinner who 

does penance. 

The tax collectors and the sinners were all 

seeking the company of Jesus to hear what he 

had to say, and the Pharisees and the scribes 

complained. ‘This man’ they said ‘welcomes 

sinners and eats with them.’ So he spoke this 

parable to them: 

‘What man among you with a hundred sheep, 

losing one, would not leave the ninety-nine in the 

wilderness and go after the missing one till he 

found it? And when he found it, would he not 

joyfully take it on his shoulders and then, when he 

got home, call together his friends and 

neighbours? “Rejoice with me,” he would say “I 

have found my sheep that was lost.” In the same 

way, I tell you, there will be more rejoicing in 

heaven over one repentant sinner than over 

ninety-nine virtuous men who have no need of 

repentance. 

‘Or again, what woman with ten drachmas 

would not, if she lost one, light a lamp and sweep 

out the house and search thoroughly till she 

found it? And then, when she had found it, call 

together her friends and neighbours? “Rejoice 

with me,” she would say “I have found the 

drachma I lost.” In the same way, I tell you, there 

is rejoicing among the angels of God over one 

repentant sinner.’ 

 
Gospel Connection 

God Never Gives Up on You 

I remember meeting Harry many years ago as he 

walked down the street past the church where I 

worked. Many young people had told me Harry 

was a problem young person. When I said, “Hi,” 

he said, “You don’t want to know me”. 

  

That saddened me. Harry, a senior school 

student, had accepted his reputation and saw 

himself as a problem. 

But God never sees anyone as a problem. Jesus 

makes that clear in this week’s Gospel. In fact, 

Jesus shows how God goes above and beyond 

to love people who struggle with faith. 

That’s hard for humans. We can be quick to label 

people as problems. Or, we look at our own 

failures and give up on ourselves, just like Harry 

did. So if you’ve ever felt that way, you’re not 

alone. 

  

This Gospel offers two challenges. First, don’t 

write yourself off. Sin doesn’t anger God; it moves 

God’s compassion. So turn toward God. Pray. Go 

to reconciliation. Seek guidance from an adult 

you trust. Let God’s compassion embrace you 

and your faults. That compassion will help you 

start over. 

  

Second, don’t write anyone else off. Each person 

has a talent the world needs. Ask God to help 

you see the potential in people who seem to 

struggle with sin or failure. You can be God’s 

encouragement to them. 

God helped me reach out to Harry when he saw 

himself as a problem. He eventually helped start 

a parish outreach program, and his life made a 

huge difference to other young people. 

 

That’s why God never gives up! 

 

enews@gpbs.com.au 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

mailto:enews@gpbs.com.au


Who is you neighbour?.... 

VISITS TO BUPA 
 

Over the last three weeks as part of the grade 

1/2's Religious Education Inquiry 1/2T, 1/2R and 

this week 2T walked across to BUPA to visit our 

elderly citizens and play some games with 

them. 

 

 
 

Below is heart-warming email that we received 

following Wednesday’s visit: 

 

“Hi Bonnie, 

I just wanted to say thanks for yesterday. 

What a great initiative. I think both the 

oldies and the kids benefited so much 

from the visit and it would be great if it 

could be a regular thing! 

I think I mentioned that last week Soph 

and I watched Old People’s Home for 4-

year-olds on ABC. About half way 

through she broke down in tears, saying 

she didn’t want the old people to be so 

sad and lonely. It broke her heart. 

Yesterday Soph was a bit shy at first, 

then made friends with a woman called 

Mrs J who said she had lost many 

memories, but loved the sound of 

children around her. They played snakes 

and ladders together and Mrs J was a 

shark - cheeky and hilarious. Sophie 

coloured in a picture of two giraffes and 

gave it to Mrs J with my mobile phone 

number on it and her name.  Mrs J 

cuddled her, gave her a kiss and told 

her she would love her to visit again. I 

think we will! When I quizzed Sophie 

about why she put my number on the 

picture, she said: “because I don’t want 

her to be lonely. She can call me.” 

Thanks Bonnie and Joel for taking the 

kids there. 

Jane” 

 

 
Also, Hamish from 1/2R put his thoughts down 

on paper during Writing after his classes visit: 

 

Yesterday on the 4th of September my class, 

1/2R visited the BUPA elderly home.  We 

played board games including Monopoly, Pick 

Up Sticks and more.  We also had a 15 

minute walk. 

We went to learn to be a good neighbour and 

brighten other’s day. 

 

 
 

 

 



Sister Virginia’s Visit 

 
 

On Wednesday the 4th of September, our 

class had Sister Virginia come in to speak 

to us about the Sisters of Charity. We asked 

her to come because we are learning 

about the history of the Catholic Church.  

The Sisters of Charity are a Catholic 

organization that helps the poor. She told 

us the difference between a crucifix and a 

cross. She told us how she got paid. She 

gets something called a stipend. At the 

end, she handed out some pictures to look 

at. It was really good and I hope she 

comes again. 

By: Freddie S  (4/5F) 
 

 
 

When they first arrived in the colony of Sydney in 

1838, the Sisters of Charity read the signs of the 

times. They were needed in both education and 

health care – so that is where they focussed their 

love and their skills. 

Since that time, the Sisters have continued to read 

the signs of the times, and responded to needs not 

only in education, health, and aged care, but 

social welfare, social justice, and issues relating to 

the stewardship of God’s creation. 

 

If you would like to read more you can go to The 

Sisters of Charity website: 

 
https://www.sistersofcharity.org.au/ 

 

Mary Mackillop Heritage 

Centre Excursion 

 

Whoa! I just stepped inside St. Patrick's 

Cathedral. It looks - hang on I’ll just go back to 

the start. 

 

Last week 4/5F went to the Mary Mackillop 

Centre because we are learning about the 

history of the Catholic Church. When we got 

inside we said a prayer and we were divided into 

two groups. 

 

 We watched a video about Mary which was full 

of quotes. In the same room we saw a letter she 

wrote. She used one piece of paper but wrote 

four pages - first she wrote like we do, then she 

turned the piece sideways and wrote. Mary then 

turned the piece of paper over and did it again, 

to save paper. 

 

We then visited a few other rooms in the 

Centre. Then we went to the Fitzroy Gardens 

for lunch. 

 

We attended St. Patrick's Cathedral for mass. 

Whoa! I just stepped inside and it looked 

incredible! It was very big and had massive 

stained glass windows. There were lots of 

chapels dedicated to different people in the 

Cathedral.   

 

Overall it was a really good day. 

 

By Lucy K 

 

 
 

 

https://www.sistersofcharity.org.au/


 
St Ambrose Summer  

Dress Code 
 

It has been great to see nearly all our 

students’ transition into the now, not so new, 

school uniform.  

Our students are required to wear a formal 

compulsory identifying uniform, which 

distinguishes them as a member of the 

school.  

The uniform provides an opportunity for our 

students to display pride not only in 

themselves but in their membership of and 

to the school.  

Next term our students are required to wear 

‘Summer Uniform’ and their school 

‘Sunsmart’ wide brimmed hat. 

Please note there is minor price increase to 

all items due to price increases from the 

supplier. 

 

The following provides an outline of Summer 

Uniform: 

 

GIRLS’ SUMMER UNIFORM 

 

Blue and white tartan dress with navy trim. 
White school socks. (Strictly no anklet socks) 

School pullover with logo / and or   

Navy Soft Shell Jacket with logo.  

Black leather school shoes. 

Navy blue hair ties 

Sun Smart School Hat OR 

 

GIRLS’ SUMMER UNIFORM (alternative to the 

dress) 

 

Short sleeve blue shirt with logo. 

Navy school trousers or Navy school shorts 
White school socks. (Strictly no anklet socks) 

School pullover with logo / and or   

Navy Soft Shell Jacket with logo.  

Black leather school shoes. 
Navy blue hair ties 

Sun Smart School Hat 

 

BOYS’ SUMMER UNIFORM  

 

Short sleeve blue shirt with logo  

Navy school trousers or Navy school shorts 

Navy school socks (Strictly no anklet socks) 

School pullover with logo / and or   

Navy Soft Shell Jacket with logo. 

Black leather school shoes. 
Navy blue hair ties if hair is longer than shoulder 

length. 

Sun Smart School Hat 

 

SPORTS UNIFORM (Boys & Girls) 

 

Tracksuit pants with school logo / and or - 

Sports shorts with school logo 

Short / Long Sleeve Sport Polo with Logo 

Navy Soft Shell Jacket with logo. 

Sun Smart School Hat (T.1/T.4) 

White sports socks (Strictly no anklet socks) 

Sneakers 
 

SCHOOL BAGS 

St Ambrose School bag  

 
 The Dress Code applies during school 

hours, while travelling to and from 

school, and when students are on school 

excursions. 

 

 Summer and winter uniforms, as well as 

sports uniforms are prescribed, and are 

required to be worn. 

 

 Stud earrings and sleepers worn in the 

ears, plus watches are the only 

acceptable jewellery.  

 

 Extreme hair colours (e.g. green, pink or 

purple rinses) and/or extreme hairstyles 

(e.g. spikes or mohawk) are not 

permitted. 

 

 Other than clear nail polish, cosmetics 

may not be worn at school. 

 

 The only headwear that is acceptable is 

Sun smart hats consistent with our Sun 

Smart policy or the school beanie.  

 



 Hair that is longer than shoulder length is 

to be worn tied back as a health and 

safety measure. Ribbons, clips, bands 

(non-plastic only) and ‘scrunchies’ are 

to be of navy colour. 

 

  The School Advisory Committee requires 

the Principal to be responsible for 

implementation of the Dress Code in a 

manner consistent with the Student 

Code of Conduct. 

 

 Arrangements can be made to supply 

uniforms for families experiencing 

economic hardship through 

consultation with the Principal. 

 

 Parents seeking exemptions to the Dress 

Code due to religious beliefs, ethnic or 

cultural background, student disability, 

health condition or economic hardship 

must discuss this directly with the 

Principal. 

 
 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

  



  



 


