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NEWSLETTER NO .32 

FRIDAY ,  25 T H  OCTOBER 2019 
 

 

Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 

Prep Transition Days Begin 

Next Wednesday morning I am looking forward to 

our first 2020 Prep Transition Session in the Library.  If 

you see a new face in the corridor at the start of the 

day please give a welcoming smile as it is both an 

exciting but also very daunting time for families, 

especially if it is there first experience at primary 

school. 

Being affirmed! 

Over the last few weeks, I have received many 

emails regarding student placement for next year.  
 

The information that has been provided has been 

excellent.  I would like to thank many of you who 

have also acknowledged the challenge of trying to 

accommodate every parent request received. It is 

also important to note that when we do place your 

child into a grade, it is done with enormous 

consideration of all factors and perspectives. 
 

Reading the emails it was obvious that, you as 

parents, can give incredible insight into the learning 

needs of your child and the environment that will 

support this learning. What stood out also, is the very 

positive comments that have been made about 

your child’s current teacher. These comments are 

affirming and reiterate the high level of 

professionalism, care and commitment that we 

aspire to as a learning and teaching community. 

 

I wish you a lovely weekend as a family. 

 

Kindest regards, 

Debbie Geisler  

Principal 

 

Dates for the Diary 
 

Term 4    Week 4 
Monday: 28.10 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing: 8.15am 

o School Assembly 2.55pm 

Tuesday: 29.10 

o Prep-Gr 2 Dental Screening Visit 

o Grade 4 swimming program 

Wednesday: 30.10 

o 2020 Prep Orientation Day – Session 1 from 

9am till 10am 

o Junior BUPA visit – Grade 2T (please note 

change of class) 

o Canteen Day  

o Class Mass 9.30am – Grades Prep E & M 

o Confirmation Workshop with Bishop Terry at 

7.00pm 

Thursday: 31.10 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

Friday: 01.11 

o Canteen Day  

o Regional Basketball Swan Hill 

Saturday: 02.11  

Sunday: 03.11  

o 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Week 5 
Monday: 04.11 

o SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY 

Tuesday: 05.11 

o Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

Wednesday: 06.11 

o 2020 Prep Orientation Day – Session 2 from 

9am till 10am 

o Grade 4 Camp 

o Canteen Day  

Thursday: 07.11 

o Grade 4 Camp 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

o Carnival Meeting 7pm 

Friday: 08.11 

o Canteen Day  

o T20 Cricket 

o Grade 4 Camp 

Saturday: 09.11  

o Family Mass hosted by Grades 2T & 4/5F & 

Confirmation Commitment Mass – 6pm 

Sunday: 10.11  

o 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

o Confirmation Commitment Mass – 10am 

Week 6 
Monday: 11.11 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing: 8.15am 

o Remembrance Day 

o School Assembly 2.55pm 

Tuesday: 12.11 

o Grade 4 swimming program 

Wednesday: 13.11 

o 2020 Prep Orientation Day – Session 3 from 

9am till 10am 

o Prep-Gr 2 Dental Screening Visit 



o Class Mass 9.30am – Grade 5/6P & 5/6M 

o Canteen Day  

o Grade 5 Leadership Night at 7.00pm 

o Father Martin’s birthday 

Thursday: 14.11 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

Friday: 15.11 

o 2019/2020 Prep Dinner 6.30pm 

o Canteen Day  

Saturday: 16.11  

Sunday: 17.11  

o 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Week 7 
Monday: 18.11 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing: 8.15am 

Tuesday: 19.11 

Wednesday: 20.11 

o 2020 Prep Orientation Day – Session 4 from 

9am till 10am 

o Junior BUPA visit –  Grade 1/2R 

o Canteen Day  

Thursday: 21.11 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

Friday: 22.11 

o Reflection Day & Sacrament of Confirmation 

6pm 

o Canteen Day  

Saturday: 23.11  

Sunday: 24.11  

o Our Lord Jesus Christ, Kind of the Universe 

Week 8 
Monday: 25.11 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing: 8.15am 

o School Assembly 2.55pm 

Tuesday: 26.11 

o Grade 4 swimming program 

o Gr 6 Transition day at St Mary’s Lancefield 

Wednesday: 27.11 

o 2020 Prep Orientation Day – Session 5 from 

9am till 10am 

o Junior BUPA visit – Grade 1/2T (please note 

change of class) 

o Canteen Day  

Thursday: 28.11 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

o Carnival Meeting 7pm 

Friday: 29.11 

o Staff End of Year Dinner 

o Canteen Day  

Saturday: 30.11  

Sunday: 01.12  

o 1st Sunday of Advent 

Week 9 
Monday: 02.12 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing: 8.15am 

o Student Orientation Day 1 (Grade 1-6) 

Tuesday: 03.12 

o Grade 4 swimming program 

Wednesday: 04.12 

o Celebration of St Ambrose Feast Day 

o Whole School Mass 9.30am 

o No Canteen 

Thursday: 05.12 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

Friday: 06.12 

o Canteen Day  

Saturday: 07.12  

Sunday: 08.12  

o 2nd Sunday of Advent 

o Carols by Candlelight 

Week 10 
Monday: 09.12 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing: 8.15am 

o Student Orientation Day 2 (Grade 1-6) 

o School Assembly 2.55pm 

Tuesday: 10.12 

Wednesday: 11.12 

o Canteen Day  

Thursday: 12.12 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

Friday: 13.12 

o Last Canteen Day for the year  

Saturday: 14.12  

Sunday: 15.12  

o 3rd Sunday of Advent 

Week 11 
Monday: 16.12 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing: 8.15am 

o Grade 6 Celebration Day 

Tuesday: 17.12 

o Grade 6 Graduation Mass – 6.00pm 

Wednesday: 18.12 

o End of Year Mass 9.30am 

o End of Year Award Ceremony – 2.00pm 

o No Canteen  

o Dismissal time – 3.30pm 

 

School Closure Day 
This will occur on Monday 4th November 2019, 

and is used for assessment & reporting.  

 
 

 

Saturday 14th March 2020 
 

If you haven’t already heard, we are very excited 

to announce that the St Ambrose Carnival will be 

back again in 2020! So pencil in Saturday March 14, 

2020 to your diaries now. 

As most parents and friends are aware, the Carnival 

requires a huge amount of work, so if you’re able to 

help or contribute in any way, please let us know. 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

Garden Club this week it was time to water 

again!   

 
Also, thanks to a donation by Oliver (Prep) 

students got to take home a seed pod so they 

can watch them sprout at home. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

During E-Learning lessons the 1/2's have been 

creating ‘All About Me’ books on their Ipads.  The 

students have been recording their voice on each 

page to explain what has been included. 

 
Here Maeve from 1/2T is drawing her favourite 

things which included a starry night and a colourful 

unicorn! 

 
Maeve was very proud of her finished page! We are 

looking forward to the books being completed 



Mission Mass 

 
 
On Wednesday, the Social Justice Team and 
Liturgy Leaders travelled to St Patrick's 
Cathedral in Melbourne for the Catholic 
Mission Mass.  
 

After arriving at the Cathedral, we looked 
around the grand building and found our seats. 
Heidi, Nash and I all had the privilege of 
carrying the school banner in and out of the 
Cathedral.  
 

The Gospel was the parable of The Good 
Samaritan and in the homily, the Bishop talked 
about how the Samaritan saw the injured 
man’s need and was pulled to help him by a 
surge of empathy and compassion and that we 
should all strive to do this, as a part of our 
Catholic Mission.  
 

We finished the day with lunch in the Fitzroy 
Gardens and headed home.  
 

By Jack M 5/6M 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

Elke F from Prep E had a lucky card in 

Japanese! 

Elke was then able to choose one table to 

work on and students on that table got to 

wear “Yukata” during the lesson. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Last week, junior students learnt to 

say animal names with the support 

of gestures. 
 

 

 



Werribee Zoo Excursion 

 
 

On Tuesday, the Grade 3/4 students trekked across 
the savannah on safari to Werribee Zoo, 
investigating African habitats and their native 
inhabitants including lions, hippos, giraffes, and 
buffalo. The students had the opportunity to explore 
the skulls of several animals, and use their powers 
of deduction to determine whether the physical 
features they could see would mean they were likely 
predators, or rather prey.  
 

Now we’re home in the lush Australian bush 
(Woodend), we’ll put our learning to good use, 
comparing and contrasting what we’ve seen in Africa 
(Werribee Zoo). How does our landscape differ? 
How is it similar? What impact does environment 
have on its wildlife, particularly in terms of 
adaptations? No doubt these budding biological and 
geographical scientists will have plenty of insights to 
share! 
 

Rebecca McGregor  
 

 
 

 
 

3 Things We Learnt at Werribee Zoo: 
1. The rhinos poo and ostriches sit in it to warm 

up their legs. 
2. Other African animals roll in the rhino poo to 

smell like rhinos and not get attacked. 
3. Giraffes lick their nose to get the bugs out. 
 
By Hayden and Nathan 3/4M 
 

 
 
Creak! The Safari bus rolled its 6 carriages into 

Werribee Safari Station. My class boarded the last 

carriages. Everyone made a frantic dash for the best seat. 

Not long after I clicked on my seat belt, the bus started 

up and we could see Mongolian Wild Horses. Over the 

loudspeaker the man exclaimed that there were two foals 

playing. Next we drove to the Bison enclosure and saw 

that it was their feeding time. 

 

The bus went through a big metal gate to the Ostriches, 

Waterbuck and Antelope enclosures. Some of the 

Ostrich have different colors to represent gender. A 

gross fact was that waterbuck let out a foul smell in the 

water.     

After that, we headed off to the Savannah. We saw 

Rhinos, Hippos, Giraffes and Antelope. About 45 

minutes later, the bus pulled back in for the next load of 

people. After it was over I was feeling so happy to see 

all the animals. I can not wait until I go back to Werribee 

Free Range Zoo. 

 

By Max 3/4PB 

 

 



 

 

This Weekends Gospel 
Luke 18:9-14 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

Luke 

Jesus spoke the following parable to some 

people who prided themselves on being 

virtuous and despised everyone else, ‘Two men 

went up to the Temple to pray, one a Pharisee, 

the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood 

there and said this prayer to himself, “I thank 

you, God, that I am not grasping, unjust, 

adulterous like the rest of mankind, and 

particularly that I am not like this tax collector 

here. I fast twice a week; I pay tithes on all I 

get.” The tax collector stood some distance 

away, not daring even to raise his eyes to 

heaven; but he beat his breast and said, 

“God, be merciful to me, a sinner.” This man, I 

tell you, went home again at rights with God; 

the other did not. For everyone who exalts 

himself will be humbled, but the man who 

humbles himself will be exalted.’ 

 
 

 

Gospel Reflection 
This week’s gospel passage flows on directly 

from last week’s gospel and continues the 

teaching of Jesus about prayer. Whereas the 

preceding passage emphasised the need for 

persistence in prayer, this passage is about the 

way in which we come before God in prayer. 

It is the tax collector, whose simple prayer is 

‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner,’ who goes 

home at rights with God. In this simple prayer, 

the tax collector recognises that he is not in 

right relationship with God and asks for God’s 

mercy. This is a hallmark of the lowly and 

outcast in the gospel of Luke: they recognise 

their need and seek God’s forgiveness and 

mercy. The model of faith that is depicted over 

and over again in this gospel is the one who 

recognises their need for God’s loving mercy 

and asks for it. We are repeatedly reminded 

that God’s mercy, forgiveness and abundant 

love are constantly out-flowing towards us and 

all we have to do is humbly desire and 

welcome them. 

Humility is at the heart of this parable. The 

Pharisee is representative of those who are 

assured of their own rightness but who rely on 

comparison with others to make themselves 

feel righteous and justified. The actions of this 

man were not limited to Pharisees alone, nor 

are they limited to a particular time and place. 

This man’s attitude of asserting his own 

faithfulness and religious observance by 

comparison with others can be easily seen in 

the world today. All faiths seem to be afflicted 

with these characters who assure themselves 

of their own ‘goodness’ by railing against those 

who are different. But, as the parable assures 

us, it is the humble who are exalted by God. 

 
Living the Gospel – Competitive prayer! 

For the Pharisee, his prayer is a competition. He 

prays aloud so that others can hear him and 

be impressed. Perhaps he thinks that God is as 

impressed as those who look up to him? His 

prayer is also an opportunity to make himself 

look good at the expense of another. 

Certainly, prayer is a time to celebrate with 

God our triumphs and successes, but above all 

it is an opportunity to be truly honest with God 

and with ourselves. The prayer of the tax 

collector is the most honest of prayers. This 

honesty is what is impressive; not the 

competitive showing off.  © Greg Sunter 
 

 
 

 
 

A Children's Liturgy will be held at  
St Ambrose Church at 10am Mass  

every 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. 
 

 

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cluk#luk018


CONVEYANCE 
ALLOWANCE PROGRAM 
The conveyance allowance is a form of 
financial assistance to help families in 
rural and regional Victoria with the cost of 
transporting their children to their nearest 
appropriate school/campus.  The 
conveyance allowance is available to 
eligible students travelling by public 
transport, private car and private 
bus.  The conveyance allowance is also 
available to eligible students whose 
nearest school is not serviced by a free 
school bus. 

Eligibility criteria 

The eligibility criteria varies depending on 
the type of school attended and where it 
is located. 

Students attending a government 
or non-government school must: 

 attend their nearest government or 
non-government school/campus 
appropriate to their year level at which 
admission is permissible 

 be enrolled at a 
school/campus outside Melbourne’s 
metropolitan conveyance boundary 

 reside 4.8km or more by the shortest 
practicable route from that 
school/campus attended 

 be of school age (5 to 18 years old at 
time of application) and reside in 
Victoria. 

 

If you believe you are eligible, please 
collect a form from the school office. 
Forms need to be returned to the school 
office by 1st November, 2019. If you 
completed a form at the start of this year 
you do NOT need to fill in another one. 
Any questions, please ask Karen at the 
school office. 

 

Sun Smart Policy 
The shade sails only provide limited shade for our 

students whilst they are at play during recess and 

lunchtime, therefore it is essential that students have 

their school hat ready right from the start of this term.  

 

School Wide Brimmed Hat:  
Students without a school hat 

this term will be required to 

remain within a specified 

shaded area during recess 

and lunchtimes. 

 

Sunscreen:  
We encourage parents to ensure that their child 

has applied sunscreen prior to coming to school 

although, the school itself does supply sunscreen 

that is available from a pump bottle within each 

classroom. Children are encouraged daily to apply 

their own sunscreen, or that supplied in the 

classroom prior to each play period, and to ensure 

that they are wearing a school hat prior to leaving 

the classroom for play. 

 

It’s Time to Air Our Dirty 
Laundry! 

  
We have more than 50 boxes of 

production costumes that need washing.  

Some are very full, others a little less so 

and a few with delicate items.  If you can 

help, please collect a box of washing 

from the music room at your leisure and 

add your name to the Wonderful 

Washers list on the Music Room wall.  

Please also take and read the 

instructions page so that we can save 

work packing up later. 

 

Thanks in advance! 

 

Eloise Meyer 

emeyer@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au 

 
 



Egg Cartons Needed 

 
 

We are seeking empty egg 

cartons for art projects. 

 

Please deliver to the office 

before 8 November 2019. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 

Bug-A-Lugs will be providing care for the upcoming 
pupil free day on the 4th November. 
 
Location: Bug-A-Lugs Indoor Play Centre Kyneton  
 
Hours of care: 6.30am to 6.30pm  
 
Contact Details: 5422 2767 or  
email info@bug-a-lugs.com.au 
 
Booking Details: Bookings are essential prior to your 
child attending. If it’s your child’s first time you can 
enrol at www.bug-a-lugs.com.au 
 
Daily Fees: $90 (full fee) with rebates fees range from 
$18-$40 per day  
 
What to Bring: Children are required to bring socks, 
drink bottle and a hat. All food will be provided. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:info@bug-a-lugs.com.au
http://www.bug-a-lugs.com.au/


  



 


