
 
 

Centred By Faith 
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NEWSLETTER NO .33 

FRIDAY ,  1 S T  NOVEMBER 2019 
 

 

Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 

Our first Prep Orientation day on Wednesday 

morning was very successful. Our 2020 Prep students 

enjoyed their morning with their teachers for next 

year: Ms Barb Ryan, Miss Emma McMahon and Mrs 

Maree Thomas with Mrs Jenni Awty. 

 
The students listened to the story ‘The Kissing Hand’ 

by: Audrey Penn and completed a craft activity 

before being reunited with their parents.  Many of 

our new Prep students then came back to school 

over the course of the morning to be fitted into their 

school uniforms 

 

 2020 School Fees & Levies 

We are pleased to be able to let families know that 

there is only a small increase in fees for 2020, both 

the family and levy increasing by the CPI of 

approximately 2.5%.  Further details can be found 

further into this newsletter. 

 
Preparing for the hot weather 

At assembly this week I talked to the students about 

always having their hat on and not wearing jumpers 

on very warm days.  I also talked about the 

importance of keeping well hydrated during the 

day.  Please ensure that your child has a drink bottle 

they can access every day 

 

So, how much water do you need? 

Boys: 9-13 years – about 6 cups a day 

Girls: 9-13 years – about 5-6 cups a day 

Source: http://www.nrv.gov.au/nutrients/water.htm  

 

 
 

Stay safe over the long weekend and we look 

forward to an action-packed short week beginning 

with our second Prep Orientation Day! 

 

Kindest regards, 

Debbie Geisler  

Principal 

 

Dates for the Diary 
 

Term 4    Week 5 

Monday: 04.11 

o SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY 

Tuesday: 05.11 

o Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

Wednesday: 06.11 

o 2020 Prep Orientation Day – Session 2 from 

9am till 10am 

o Grade 4 Camp 

o Canteen Day  

Thursday: 07.11 

o Grade 4 Camp 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

o Carnival Meeting 7pm 

 

http://www.nrv.gov.au/nutrients/water.htm


Friday: 08.11 

o Canteen Day  

o T20 Cricket 

o Grade 4 Camp 

Saturday: 09.11  

o Family Mass hosted by Grades 2T & 4/5F & 

Confirmation Commitment Mass – 6pm 

Sunday: 10.11  

o 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

o Confirmation Commitment Mass – 10am 

Week 6 
Monday: 11.11 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing: 8.15am 

o Remembrance Day 

o School Assembly 2.55pm 

Tuesday: 12.11 

o Grade 4 swimming program 

Wednesday: 13.11 

o 2020 Prep Orientation Day – Session 3 from 

9am till 10am 

o Prep-Gr 2 Dental Screening Visit 

o Class Mass 9.30am – Grade 5/6P & 5/6M 

o Canteen Day  

o Grade 5 Leadership Night at 7.00pm 

o Father Martin’s birthday 

Thursday: 14.11 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

Friday: 15.11 

o 2019/2020 Prep Dinner 6.30pm 

o Canteen Day  

Saturday: 16.11  

Sunday: 17.11  

o 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Week 7 
Monday: 18.11 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing: 8.15am 

Tuesday: 19.11 

Wednesday: 20.11 

o 2020 Prep Orientation Day – Session 4 from 

9am till 10am 

o Junior BUPA visit –  Grade 1/2R 

o Canteen Day  

Thursday: 21.11 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

Friday: 22.11 

o Reflection Day & Sacrament of Confirmation 

6pm 

o Canteen Day  

Saturday: 23.11  

Sunday: 24.11  

o Our Lord Jesus Christ, Kind of the Universe 

Week 8 
Monday: 25.11 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing: 8.15am 

o School Assembly 2.55pm 

Tuesday: 26.11 

o Grade 4 swimming program 

o Gr 6 Transition day at St Mary’s Lancefield 

Wednesday: 27.11 

o 2020 Prep Orientation Day – Session 5 from 

9am till 10am 

o Junior BUPA visit – Grade 1/2T (please note 

change of class) 

o Canteen Day  

Thursday: 28.11 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

o Carnival Meeting 7pm 

Friday: 29.11 

o Staff End of Year Dinner 

o Canteen Day  

Saturday: 30.11  

Sunday: 01.12  

o 1st Sunday of Advent 

Week 9 
Monday: 02.12 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing: 8.15am 

o Student Orientation Day 1 (Grade 1-6) 

Tuesday: 03.12 

o Grade 4 swimming program 

Wednesday: 04.12 

o Celebration of St Ambrose Feast Day 

o Whole School Mass 9.30am 

o No Canteen 

Thursday: 05.12 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

Friday: 06.12 

o Canteen Day  

Saturday: 07.12  

Sunday: 08.12  

o 2nd Sunday of Advent 

o Carols by Candlelight 

Week 10 
Monday: 09.12 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing: 8.15am 

o Student Orientation Day 2 (Grade 1-6) 

o School Assembly 2.55pm 

Tuesday: 10.12 

Wednesday: 11.12 

o Canteen Day  

Thursday: 12.12 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

Friday: 13.12 

o Last Canteen Day for the year  

Saturday: 14.12  

Sunday: 15.12  

o 3rd Sunday of Advent 

Week 11 
Monday: 16.12 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing: 8.15am 

o Grade 6 Celebration Day 

Tuesday: 17.12 

o Grade 6 Graduation Mass – 6.00pm 

Wednesday: 18.12 

o End of Year Mass 9.30am 

o End of Year Award Ceremony – 2.00pm 

o No Canteen  

o Dismissal time – 3.30pm 

 

 

School Closure Day 
This will occur on Monday 4th November 2019, 

and is used for assessment & reporting.  

 
 

 



 

 

Saturday 14th March 2020 
 

If you haven’t already heard, we are very excited 

to announce that the St Ambrose Carnival will be 

back again in 2020! So pencil in Saturday March 14, 

2020 to your diaries now. 

As most parents and friends are aware, the Carnival 

requires a huge amount of work, so if you’re able to 

help or contribute in any way, please let us know. 

 
 

2020 Student Transition  
Class Lists and Orientation Days 

 

Thank you to the many parents that have written or 

emailed me in the past two weeks in regard to class 

structures and their input as to assist in the 

placement of their child next year. 

 

Our placement of students is based upon our 

professional observations, assessments made 

throughout the year, peer relationships and family 

consultation.   

 

One only has to imagine the enormity of the task of 

trying to create a ‘ready to go’ family that consisted 

of 26 members of similar age but hugely different 

experiences, skills and abilities. In doing so, you had 

to think of each of their own personalities, their gifts 

and their abilities that also took into consideration 

their social, emotional, physical, and spiritual needs. 

It’s a daunting task but a task made much easier 

when consultation occurs. 

 

The transition (orientation) days are a strategy we 

use to provide our students with a sense of 

belonging, an opportunity to get to know both the 

teacher and the students they will share the coming 

year with, and to get a sense of the learning 

environment they will be working within. 

 

These days will take place on:  

 

Monday 2nd of December  

 

& Monday 9th December 2019  

 
 

Our teachers are greatly aware of the 

expression  

“Directors of First Impressions”  

and just how important it is to develop a 

positive relationship with the students within 

their class and care. 

 

So too, we ask that you be mindful of your role 

as a director of first impressions when your 

child/ren discuss their class placement with 

you. 

 

Your own reaction, expression and comments, 

be they positive or negative, will have a lasting 

impression on your child/ren’s attitude to the 

coming school year. 
 

Let’s together, make next year a fantastic 

experience for your child/ren by working 

together, supporting each other, and showing 

a united front as to what we want and expect 

for and from them. 

 

 

 

 

 



PREPS AT THE 

PLANETARIUM 

The two Prep classes had a wonderful day at 

Science Works. The Prep children were able to 

experience hands on learning about the 

human body, sound and different inventions 

from past to present.  

 
A highlight of the excursion was our visit to the 

Planetarium where we were able to take off 

on a journey to space. We learnt about the 

stars, the Milky Way and other planets.  This 

experience is part of the students current 

Integrated Studies Inquiry in which the children 

develop an appreciation for their planet and 

aspects of our universe! 

 
 

The Preps were a very captivated audience! 

 
 

 
 

 



Junior Literacy 
The Literacy CAFE System provides teachers 

with a way ot maximize student understanding 

of the four key components of successful 

reading through the use of the CAFE Menu.  

CAFE us ab acronym for Comprehension, 

Accuracy, Fluency, and Expand Vocabulary. 

This System allows for individual student goal 

setting, flexible small groups focused on 

specific reading needs, fostering student 

ownership and accountability to reach goals; 

and develop a common language to talk 

about reading development. 

 

Daily 5 Tasks 

Read To Self, Work on Writing, Read To 

Someone, Word Work & Listen To Reading 
 

 

 
 

Madi from Prep M approached me on the 

playground the other day and said, “I haven’t 

been in the newsletter yet!”  I replied, “Well, I 

must visit your class tomorrow morning and see 

what you are learning.” 

 

Here Madi is with a small group who are 

Reading To Self which builds reading stamina 

and engagement through choice of text from 

an online reading library. 

 

 
 

Apparently, it’s not just Madi who wants to get 

into the newsletter! 

 

Here Madi & Sienna’s group have moved to 

Working on Writing and are completing a 

writing task based on the shared text at the 

start of the day. 

 

Keep up the great work! 

Mrs. Geisler 

 
 

CONFIRMATION 

PREPARATION 

 
The Grade Six students have been very busy 

preparing for the Sacrament of Confirmation.  

The students have been working on special 



commemorative posters that will be on display 

in the church over the coming weeks. 

 
The RE inquiry ‘Many Gifts, One Spirit’ started 

with a provocation ‘What’s in a gift?’ and then 

students came up with questions they wanted 

to explore. 

 

Last night we were grateful that Bishop Terry 

hosted the Confirmation Family Evening once 

again.  He made a positive impression on all 

those who attended and he was able to make 

real-life connections between the Sacrament 

and the students’ everyday lives.   

 

The students discussed the Saints they are 

researching and the gifts of the Holy Spirit they 

feel they possessed and hoped for in 

themselves. 

 

 

 
 

 
Bishop Terry explained the rituals of the 

sacrament with two willing helpers playing the 

candidate and the sponsor (Sam & Liam). 

 

 
 



SENIOR 

POETRY 

 
 

 

Simile & Metaphor Poems 
Seconds are as long as minutes,  
Minutes are as long as hours, 
Hours are as long as days, 
Will this second ever end? 
My Mum and Dad are moving like a slug, 
The wind flutters past me like the soft 
sound 
Of a butterfly flying through the air. 
I can hear distant bells like a trees 
Crashing on the other side of the valley. 
Mum and Dad are leaving a long, 
Thin trail that is as gooey as honey 
And as slippery is oil.  
All sound that ever lived goes fuzzy, 
Like the sound on the radio when there is 
no signal, 
Everything goes as black as night, 
THUMP! 
Planets are countries, 
Countries are trees,  
Trees are blades of grass,  
How small can everything get? 
My friends are atoms,  
Disappearing into the abyss. 
I'm still here, my normal size,  
But just everything is tiny. 
The world is a speck of dust  
In the black sky, 
Space approaches,  
As I become a bird fluttering 
Through the sky. 

 
Where has everything gone?  
Everything is nothing 
Out at sea, ships are land, 
Land is water, water is ice, 
And ice is me, me,  
I am as cold as a block in the Antarctic, 
If I move an inch, I feel I will shatter, 
And be a million pieces on the ground. 
Everyone walks by my frozen body, 
Like I'm not even there. 
What's the matter? 
I move an inch, and am a million pieces 
Dumped in the ocean, sinking to the 
ground floor, 
Melting into nothing! 
By Mary, 5\6M 
 

Simile Poem 
 

Good friends are like gold, 

they’re hard to find and hard to 

lose.  They are your most 

favourite thing to have and 

they’re always in arms reach. 

Just a quick glance will make you 

smile, they are special, keep 

them close. 
By: Maie, 5/6P 

 



 

2020 School Fees & 

Levies 
The School Family Fee for 2020 is: $1930.00 

per family. 

The Student Levy for all students for 2020 is 

$495.00. The Student Levy specifically 

covers costs associated with curriculum, 

e.g. books, e-learning, art material, 

excursions and incursions. 

Please note that there will be no further 

request for funds throughout the year for 

either Excursions, Sports Programs or 

Sacramental Programs. Students in Grade 4 

and Grade 6 will have the addition of camp 

– cost TBC. 

It is important to understand that the levies 

collected are pooled so as to ensure the 

best value for dollar is achieved.  

We take pride in the fact that we are able 

to achieve excellent educational 

outcomes for our students whilst providing 

an affordable Catholic education.  

In keeping our costs low and affordable, it is 

essential that families contribute to their 

child’s education by ensuring that payment 

of the fees and levies are made each year.  

 

Methods of Payment 

School Fees, Levies & Camp Fees for 2020 

 
1. Pay the full amount up front 

 

Cash, cheque, debit card or credit 

card at the office or by EFT. 

  

2. Pay by Direct Debit 

  

Direct Debit Service Agreement - copy 

will be sent out with statements in the 

first week of 2020 school year. 

Ten monthly instalments (Feb to Nov 

inclusive) 

Paid on 15th of each month 

Amount = the total balance on your 

school fee statement divided by ten 

(including any camp fees) 

   

We will be asking that all new families 

adopt method of payment 1 or 2. 

  

If you have an established payment plan 

or this is not suitable for your family, we ask 

that you contact Karen Basa at the school 

office to discuss alternate arrangements. 

 

If not paying via direct debit all fees and 

levies should be paid in full by the end of 

term 3. This billing process aims to remove 

expenses from Term 4 where people have 

other priorities, including Christmas. 

 

We would also like to take this opportunity 

to thank the many parents who have 

supported the school in a non-financial way 

through their participation in classroom 

activities and parent groups.  

Our community, as a whole, has gained 

greatly from the gift of their time, effort and 

support.  

NOTE: For those families who hold a valid 

Health Care Card and are eligible for the 

Camps, Sports & Excursion Fund (CSEF) 

payment of $125.00 per child, this can be 

applied against the Student levy which 

includes the costs for excursion and 

incursions, with any balance to be offset 

against camps (where applicable) or 

carried forward to the following year. 

 

From 2019, for those families who qualify for 

CSEF the school has also offered a 

discount of $1,000.00 per family on school 

fees. CSEF application forms are available 

from the school office. 

 

As always, any family that encounters 

financial difficulty in meeting fee payments 

can discuss their situation, in confidence, 

with either Debbie Geisler or Karen Basa in 

the office. 
 

 

 



This Weekends Gospel 
Luke 19:1-10 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

Jesus entered Jericho and was going through the 

town when a man whose name 

was Zacchaeus made his appearance; he was one 

of the senior tax collectors and a wealthy man. He 

was anxious to see what kind of man Jesus was, but 

he was too short and could not see him for the 

crowd; so he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore 

tree to catch a glimpse of Jesus who was to pass 

that way. When Jesus reached the spot he looked 

up and spoke to him: ‘Zacchaeus, come down. 

Hurry, because I must stay at your house today.’ 

And he hurried down and welcomed him joyfully. 

They all complained when they saw what was 

happening. ‘He has gone to stay at a sinner’s 

house’ they said. But Zacchaeus stood his ground 

and said to the Lord, ‘Look, sir, I am going to give 

half my property to the poor, and if I have cheated 

anybody I will pay him back four times the amount.’ 

And Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation has come 

to this house, because this man too is a son 

of Abraham; for the Son of Man has come to seek 

out and save what was lost.’ 

 

 
 

Gospel Reflection 
 
Over the Top 

Zacchaeus was an over-the-top character, not only 

figuratively but, in this incident, quite literally up in a 

sycamore tree. He thought he was keeping an eye 

out for Jesus, but Jesus was keeping an eye out for 

his sort of character! 

‘Zacchaeus’ means ‘clean’. But his fellow Jews 

regarded him as a filthy collaborator with the 

Romans. However, Jesus looked up and saw 

Zacchaeus in a double perspective, not only as he 

was but as he could become if only he responded 

to the grace on offer. He did, and the response was 

truly ‘over the top’! 

We come to Mass to catch a glimpse of Jesus in the 

scriptures and sacrament. But, we find that our 

Risen Lord is constantly gazing at us. He is the 

Divine Seer who sees us as we are, but also as 

we are capable of becoming. 

We could pause for a moment to pray to 

become more conscious of the gaze of the 

Divine Seer. There could be ‘over-the-top’ 

consequences! 

© Fr Michael Tate

 

 

 
A Children's Liturgy will be held at  
St Ambrose Church at 10am Mass  

every 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month.  

 
 

 

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cluk#luk018


Upcoming CDFpay Store Closure 

Canteen and uniform shop sales will not be 

available on CDFpay between 13 December 

2019 and 28 January 2020.  CDFpay will resume 

on 29 January 2020.  

 

 
 

Prep E  Xavier M 

For demonstrating critical thinking skills by using 

prior knowledge to justify his reasoning. 

Prep E  Sophie V 

For always producing detailed writing and 

contributing interesting points of view in class 

discussions! 

Prep M Nicholas G 

For consistently practicing is reading! Well done! 

Prep M Riley W 

For showing independence during the morning 

routine and when sounding words out in is writing. 

1/2R  Ayden H 

For showing great improvement with his reading. 

1/2R  Hamish F 

For showing great improvement with his reading. 

1/2TW  Kobe V 
For working really well in all areas!  Well done. 

1/2TW  Violet P 
For settling back into classroom routines after her 

holiday overseas! 

2T  Kai Z 

For his contribution to class discussions in maths 

and always trying his best! 

2T  Jack B 
For making positive changes to the choices he is 

making in class! 

3/4M  Victoria C 

For her super information text on elephants.  

Amazing progress! 

3/4M  Ryder S 
For his persistence and determined effort to 

improve his hand writing. 

3/4M  Heidi M 

For her beautifully written narrative featuring 

Sparkles and puppy. 

3/4PB  Grace S 

For using her student voice to try and improve our 

school garden. 

3/4PB  Chloe M 

For showing maturity and dedication to trying her 

personal best. 

3/4PB   Tilly M 

For showing consistency and dedication to her 

learning. 

4/5F  Matilda W 
For always taking on feedback to improve her 

skills! 

4/5F  Ben N 
For being a caring and compassionate student 

towards others! 

5/6M  Noah H 

For his creative poem using similes and metaphors. 

5/6M  Arabella W 
For using strategies in maths to answer complex 

questions. 

5/6P  Maie B 
For your creative and imaginative poetry writing 

pieces. 

5/6P  Rhys G 
For your active participation and contribution to all 

class tasks. 

 

SPORT AWARDS 
Cameron P 
For showing good co-operation with others and 

having a “can do attitude” during P.E. 

 

Levi Z 
For showing great compassion and leadership 

during his P.E. lesson. 

 

Jamie H 
For his encouraging and supportive attitude towards 

his classmates during P.E. 

SPORTS STARS OF THE WEEK  
 

Safara K 
For her exceptional effort in reaching a personal 

best in the “beep test”. 

 

Isabelle D 
For her outstanding effort and “never give 

up”attitude.  I am very proud of you Isabelle. 

 

5/6M whole class 
For their outstanding effort to try new skipping 

skills and their “have a go”attitude! Well done! 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE AWARDS 
This award is presentated to Oliver S “Include 
Eveyone”. Keep yp the great work from Bullying. 
No Way! 
 
This award is presented to Willem H “Strengthen 
positive behaviour”. Keep up the great work from 
Bullying. No Way! 
 

An award from Mrs Boldiston 
Flynn O 
For helping a class mate in need.



 

 

SACRED  HEART  COLLEGE  KYNETON 

2019  CAR  RAFFLE 
 

Tickets are on sale now for the 31st Annual Car Raffle 

1st Prize  New Generation Toyota 'YARIS' Retail  $20,400  Supplied by Kyneton Toyota 

2nd  Prize   $4,000 Travel Voucher Destination of Your Choice 
3rd  Prize: $1,000  Fuel Voucher at the outlet of your choice 

 

Tickets available at Sacred Heart College 

94 High St.  Kyneton   54 211 200 

 

Raffle Drawn at the College, on Wed 4th December 
A family function will be held in the Arthurson Atrium commencing at 6pm, and will include finger food, non-alcoholic 

refreshments, and lucky door prizes. The major raffle is drawn at 7pm. 
All ticket buyers, and their families, most welcome to attend 

375 Tickets have been issued.  Tickets $100 each   
Raffle Permit No:  10615/19 

Results published Midland Express  10 December 2019 

(Timothy J Walsh, Nominee) 
 A  MINISTRY OF MERCY EDUCATION LIMITED  

 ABN: 69154531870 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 


