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We Provide Excellence in Learning 

 

NEWSLETTER NO .36 

FRIDAY ,  22N D  NOVEMBER 2019 
 

 

Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 

 

2019/2020 Prep Dinner 

It simply seems to get bigger and grander every 

year. Thank you to all our current Prep families who 

attended and made our new 2020 Prep parents 

feel so welcome.  We can all agree that it was a 

very relaxed and enjoyable evening. 

 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

Please keep in your prayers the children of our parish 

that will be confirmed this evening by Bishop Terry 

Curtin. If for one moment, to simply stop and reflect 

upon your own gifts that you have been given in 

spirit by the Spirit. To reflect upon how you have used 

these gifts so that in your living, others will know that 

you are Christian through your love. 

 
Kindest regards, 

Debbie Geisler  

Principal 

 

 

 
 

 

Dates for the Diary 
 

Term 4    Week 8 

Monday: 25.11 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing: 8.15am 

o School Assembly 2.55pm 

Tuesday: 26.11 

o Grade 4 swimming program 

o Gr 6 Transition day at St Mary’s Lancefield 

o Grade 1 & 2 Cultural Infusion Incursion 

Wednesday: 27.11 

o 2020 Prep Orientation Day – Session 5 from 

9am till 10am 

o Junior BUPA visit – Grade 1/2T (please note 

change of class) 

o Canteen Day  

Thursday: 28.11 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

o Carnival Meeting 7pm 

Friday: 29.11 

o Staff End of Year Dinner 

o Canteen Day  

Saturday: 30.11  

Sunday: 01.12  

o 1st Sunday of Advent 

Week 9 
Monday: 02.12 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing: 8.15am 

o Student Orientation Day 1 (Grade 1-6) 

Tuesday: 03.12 

o Grade 4 swimming program 

Wednesday: 04.12 

o Celebration of St Ambrose Feast Day 

o Whole School Mass 9.30am 

o No Canteen 

Thursday: 05.12 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

Friday: 06.12 

o Canteen Day  

Saturday: 07.12  

Sunday: 08.12  

o 2nd Sunday of Advent 

o Advent Carols Service at the Church 4pm 



Week 10 
Monday: 09.12 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing: 8.15am 

o Student Orientation Day 2 (Grade 1-6) 

o School Assembly 2.55pm 

Tuesday: 10.12 

Wednesday: 11.12 

o Canteen Day  

Thursday: 12.12 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

Friday: 13.12 

o Last Canteen Day for the year  

o Grade 6 Celebration Day 

Saturday: 14.12  

Sunday: 15.12  

o 3rd Sunday of Advent 
Week 11 
Monday: 16.12 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing: 8.15am 

Tuesday: 17.12 

o Grade 6 Graduation Mass – 6.00pm 

Wednesday: 18.12 

o End of Year Mass 9.30am 

o End of Year Award Ceremony – 2.00pm 

o No Canteen  

o Dismissal time – 3.30pm 

o  

 
 

 

 

 
 

2020 Student Transition  
Class Lists and Orientation Days 

 

These days will take place on:  

 

Monday 2nd of December  

 

& Monday 9th December 2019  

 
Let’s together, make next year a fantastic 

experience for your child/ren by working 

together, supporting each other, and showing 

a united front as to what we want and expect 

for and from them. 

 

 

Upcoming 

CDFpay Store Closure 

Canteen and uniform shop sales will 

not be available on CDFpay 

between 13 December 2019 and 28 

January 2020.  CDFpay will resume on 

29 January 2020.  

 

 

 



 
 

This entire evening would not have 

been possible without the 

scrumptious platters of food that 

came from the kitchen and made 

with love by the very talented Alison 

Raco and Kate Warne!  The food 

was plentiful and delicious!  Thank 

you once again on behalf of the 

staff and Prep parents 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



POTENTIAL CODE RED DAY 

SCHOOL CLOSURE 

 

In the event of extreme fire danger and a CODE RED 

day being called, the following provides information 

as to how we, as a school will act and communicate 

with you. 

 

The decision to close will be confirmed by the 

Emergency Management Commissioner no later 

than 1.00 pm the day prior to the closure.  Once we 

have received confirmation of the closure we will 

contact you directly via email and SMS before the 

end of the school day to confirm this.  You are urged 

to check the Department of Education and Training 

website for updates, school closures will be posted 

to the Department’s website – see 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs

/health/pages/closures.aspx  

 

Please note that all of our school bus routes will also 

be closed; services will resume when the school 

reopens. 

 

I realise that the potential closure of our school may 

result in you having to make alternative 

arrangements for your child, but the safety of our 

students and staff remains our top priority.  Given the 

predicted weather conditions, we urge that your 

child is not left at home unattended or in the care of 

older children. 

 

If you know of other parents who, for any reason, 

may not be aware of the school’s potential closure,  

please contact them to help ensure they are aware 

that the school may be closed. 

 

You should also explain to your child and family 

members that our school may be closed.  For safety  

reasons, no staff will be on-site if the school is closed.  

 

For up-to-date information on this year’s fire season, 

visit the CFA website at www.cfa.vic.gov.au or call  

the 24-hour Victorian Bushfires Information Line on 

1800 240 667. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation and understanding. 

 

 
 

 

 
Please make yourself familiar with the Caremonkey self-service 
form called “Absence Explanation Notice” to make notifying the 
school of your child’s absence even easier. 

A self-service form is a type of eForm that is optional and made 
available to users to complete at any time. 

This eForm has been made available to you in the 'Form Library' link 
in your Care Central. You can access and respond to a self-service 
form by using the following steps: 

1. Login to CareMonkey. 
2. At the top of the page, select ‘Form Library’. 

 
 

3. Upon entering the ‘Form Library’, choose ‘Absence 
Explanation Notice’, click on 'Start Form’.  Enter details of 
absence, then ‘Submit Form’. 

4. An email notification will be sent to the office and the 
classroom teacher will be notified. 

 

 
 

 
We warmly invite you to celebrate with us on Sunday 

8 December 2019 at 4pm for our annual carols 

service. The service will last 45 minutes.  Drinks 

and refreshments will be provided in the parish 

gardens afterwards.  The children can dress as their 

favourite nativity character. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Sharon 

Parish Representative 

“Absence 
Explanation Notice” 



This Weekends Gospel 

 
Luke 23:35-43 

A reading from the holy Gospel according 

to Luke 

Lord remember me when you come into 

your kingdom. 

The people stayed there before the cross 

watching Jesus. As for the leaders, they 

jeered at him. ‘He saved others,’ they said, 

‘let him save himself if he is the Christ of 

God, the Chosen One.’ The soldiers 

mocked him too, and when they 

approached to offer him vinegar they said, 

‘If you are the king of the Jews, save 

yourself.’ Above him there was an 

inscription: ‘This is the King of the Jews.’ 

One of the criminals hanging there abused 

him. ‘Are you not the Christ?’ he said. 

‘Save yourself and us as well.’ But the other 

spoke up and rebuked him. ‘Have you no 

fear of God at all?’ he said. ‘You got the 

same sentence as he did, but in our case 

we deserved it: we are paying for what we 

did. But this man has done nothing wrong. 

Jesus,’ he said, ‘remember me when you 

come into your kingdom.’ ‘Indeed, I 

promise you,’ he replied, ‘today you will be 

with me in paradise.’ 

 

Gospel Reflection 
Come, Follow this “Failed” King 

Our King was a failure. He pushed for a 

world that welcomed the weak, the 

powerless, the marginalised, the outsider. 

So the powerful killed him. He gathered 

close followers who believed in him and his 

message. But most of them, including his 

best friend, abandoned him. He preached 

that nonviolence could defeat violence. 

And he suffered the most violent death 

imaginable. 

 
Our King was a failure. What does this 

mean for us?  

Let’s start by remembering our failures. 

Have your hopes ever been crushed? 

Have you ever been betrayed, or even 

suffered, for doing the right thing? Do you 

ever feel like a total screw-up?  

If so, then our King understands you. He’s 

been there, done that. Will you? Are you 

looking for a kingdom of forgiveness and 

hope, peace and justice; a kingdom 

where you need not be a success; a 

kingdom where you can always start over? 

If so, then call out to Jesus today. Ask for 

help to make the Kingdom of God real in 

your life. Forgive when others say get even. 

Reach out when others pull back. Dream 

about a better world. Let those dreams 

inspire you to a life of service even while 

others surrender to selfishness. The Kingdom 

is here now. You only need to enter.  

And our “failed” King will strengthen you 

when some mock and attack you. It can 

get tough building his Kingdom. But it’s 

worth the struggle. And never forget. Even 

though our King “failed” on Friday, he rose 

on Sunday. 
GPBS eNews 

 

 

 



C.V.B.A Wangaratta Tournament 
 

On the 9/11/ C.V.B.A went to the Wangaratta 

basketball tournament. The first game was the 

under 12 girls against the Deniliquin Giants. 

We  won by 41- points 45 to 4. At half time, I 

went to watch the under 16 boys against the 

Mansfield  Eagles because the girls were 

smashing them. 

 
The boys were up by 10 points with 5 minutes to 

go. They ended up losing but they won the Swan 

Hill Tournament so they got put up to division 2.  

 
I went to watch the under 16 girls and they 

were playing Myrtleford. They lost by 12 but it 

was a really good game to watch. 

 
It was time for my game and the under 12 boys. 

We played the Deniliquin Giants. We won the 

game by 66 points 68 to 2. I played okay but 

Archer C played awesome.We had to rush off 

because our next game was in an hour. 

 
At my second game we were playing the Tumet 

Timberwolves. We were tested and we still won 

but we only won by 7 points, 47 to 40.  

 
I went to watch the 14 girls. They won by 12 

points.It was a good game to watch. 

 
We went to Benalla to play the Wangaratta 

Warriors.We played this team in the Bendigo 

Tournament and got smashed by 65. This time 

we won By 35 points!.        
10/11 

 
I went to watch the under 12 girls who made it 

to the grand final. They played the Mansfield 

Eagles. They won by 34 points 38 to 4. 

 
I played the Mansfield Eagles in a spot for the 

grand final. We won the game by 29 points.We 

are in the Grand Final!. 

 
The game before us was the under 12 girls 

against the Echuca Pirates. At half time it was a 

draw but in the second half the girls blew them 

away by 23 points and won. 

 

It was the Grand Final I had butterflies I was 

nervous we were playing the Tumet 

Timberwolves again! We won by 6 points. There 

was no M.V.P sadly I played really well. Archer C 

played extremely well. 

 
       By Mason L  
 

 

State basketball 
finals 

Congratulations to these 8 Grade 6 boys who 
played off for the state championship at Melbourne 

Sports & Aquatic centre on Monday. 
A great achievement to win the tournaments at 

district, division and then regional level to qualify for 
this tournament. 

They won 2 of their 3 games against large schools 
including Bacchus Marsh Grammar and Knox 

school, and only lost the 3rd game against 
Marymede Sth Morang by 3 points. It came down 
to the wire needing another school in our pool to 
win the last game and unfortunately they drew 

leaving us .5 short of making the state final! 
A big thank you to Tracey Paton for coaching the 
team all the way through and to all the parents 

helping to score and support along the way. 

 

 
 

On Monday the 18th of November, 8 Year 6 

boys went to MSAC to play in the School sports 

Victoria basketball finals.  We played against 

the top 8 schools in the state. We started the 

day by playing Bacchus Marsh Grammar and 

we won 39-22. Then we played Marymede 

Primary and we lost by just  3 points, 37 -34.  in 

the final game we won against Knox  41-32 . 

Despite our two wins, we were unfortunately 

placed outside of the finals. We were, 

however, placed third in the state, which was 

a great result. A huge thank you to Tracy for 

coaching us and to Ros for being our scorer. 

 

By Flynn A 



 

  

Saturday 14th March 2020 
 

The 2020 Carnival is in full swing!   

 

Carnival Working Bee and general clean up of 

the school will be held on Saturday 15th 

February 2020 @ 10:00am.  This was a huge 

success last year!  Bring the kids along and 

enjoy a BBQ after the big clean up.   

 

We are now starting to get our class & 

community stalls organised. 

o Tracy Paton is once again running our Pre 

Loved Clothing Stall (good quality!).  Tracy 

is ready to start taking donations!  So 

please leave all good quality clothing 

donations at the office or take directly to 

Tracy in the Library. 

 

o Our Home Made/Hand Made Stall will once 

again be running.  Looking for donations of 

any hand made goods eg quilts, knitted 

goods, jams or relishes!  These are just 

ideas and happy to take donations of 

anything creative 

 

o The Plant Stall is always looking for 

propagated plants.  So jump into your 

gardens and start potting up your cuttings! 

Positions that need filling urgently! 
 

After many years Karen Basa has decided to 

step down from running the Book Stall.  Karen 

and her team have done an amazing job of the 

book stall and it is always a huge hit!   

We are seeking someone to put their hand up 

to coordinate this stall.   

 

The Silent Auction is one of the carnival’s main 

fundraisers. Anita Biddle has also decided to 

step down after organising it the last couple of 

years.  She has done an amazing job of 

organising the Silent Auction and she couldn’t 

have done it all without the help of Theresa 

Corby.  Anita would give the next volunteer a 

proper hand over. 

 

Please contact either the school office or the 

carnival committee 

(stambrosecarnival@gmail.com) if you would 

like to volunteer for any of the above 

positions.  Please remember we need as 

many helpers as possible! 

 

Do you love our school Carnival and want 

to see it go ahead in 2021? 
 

The Carnival is a huge part of not only the St 

Ambrose Community but the Woodend 

Community as a whole.  The current 

committee got together in mid 2018 to get the 

Carnival back up and running after a year off 

in March 2018.   

At the end of our next Carnival, Saturday 14th 

March 2020, Anna Hardwick & Jess Tucker will 

be standing down as Carnival Co-Ordinators 

along with a number of other positions (see 

below).   

We are seeking people to join the Committee, 

take on these roles and to ‘shadow’ us for the 

up-coming Carnival.  This way a proper 

handover can be done. 

 

Please remember if roles are not filled 

there will be no Carnival in 2021. 
 

The roles which are needing to be filled for 

2020/2021 are: 

 

- Carnival Co-ordinator(s) 

- Treasurer 

- Secretary 

- Rides & Amusements 

- Entertainment 

- Social Media Co-ordinator 

 

We are looking forward to hearing from as 

many people as possible! Our next meeting will 

be held on Thursday 28th November @ 

7:00pm in the staffroom and anyone is 

welcome!!! 

If you have any questions relating to these 

positions please contact Anna Hardwick or 

Jessica Tucker. 

 

mailto:stambrosecarnival@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

Showing 13, 14 & 15 December 2019 

Our very own St Ambrose student, Mary F, will be 
performing in this show.  We believe it will be a very 

entertaining performance. 

“Orphaned and wrongfully convicted of murder, James 
Fenton is determined to follow his ambition to join Captain 
James Cook’s crew aboard the Resolution, but his 
predicament forces him to stowaway. However, all is not 
resolved as he becomes an accidental crew member of 
Cap’n Scargill’s tub, the Revolution, soon to become 
commandeered by Silas Tench, a villainous devil if there 
ever was one, and Shiner, his partner in piracy along with a 
mutinous crew which lusts for gold! The Gold Medallion, 
stolen by Silas and Shiner is the key to the treasure known 
as Fenton’s Gold, buried on San Angelo Island in the 
dangerous waters of the Caribbean. 

From treacherous pirates, to scandalous lawyers, to the 
semi-incompetent regal King’s Guard, everyone’s out to find 
Fenton’s Gold first. The question is, who will secure the 
treasure first, and who will make it back home safe and 
sound?” 

Venue 
Mountview Theatre, 
56 Smith Street 
Macedon, Victoria 3440 

Contact Details: 
Bookings: Trybooking.com 
Enquires: 0412 131 260 

 

 
 
 



 

Real live Christmas Trees!  
You can order your real Christmas trees 

online through CDFpay TODAY - 
 

sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au 
 

The trees are 6ft tall  
and a premium “green and bushy” standard. 

 

Only available 
Saturday November 30th 

10-12pm from school. 
 

Pick up $65  
Delivery $75 (Macedon Ranges only). 

 
Proceeds go back into school equipment and our 

community. 

 

Numbers are limited - just one truck-load this 

year - so please go online now and order before 

they run out !! 
 
 
 

   
 


