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Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 

 

Recently our Grade Five students prepared and 

read out speeches in the hope that they may 

attain a position of leadership next year.  All 

students should be commended for the time and 

effort that went into writing their speeches as they 

were quite inspiring to read.  I think our school will 

be in good hands with young leaders such as these.  

All students could name the qualities of a good 

leader together with their own personal talents that 

they are willing to share to make 2020 a great year.   

 

Following is just one of the speeches that were 

presented: 

 

 

Good morning Mrs Geisler, Staff 

and Students.   

My name is … and I am applying 

for school and sports captains, 

for 2020. 

I have been at this school since 

prep.  I strongly believe I would 

be a good leader because I would 

be brave.  I play sports such as 

basketball, tennis and I used to 

play cricket.  I show good 

sportsmanship and I care about 

people at any age at this school. 

I know I’m not the best at 

everything but I try my 

hardest.  I genuinely want the 

best for all staff and students 

at this school. 

I have liked school and learning 

since I started at this school.  

I strongly believe I would be a 

good rep for what I believe this 

school stands for that is, 

inclusiveness, fun, friendship and 

learning.  Also, I hope my fellow 

candidates have a great time 

today saying their speeches. 
 

On behalf of all the Staff at St Ambrose’, I wish you 

the blessings of Christmas, that its meaning will not 

escape you in the business of the next few days 

ahead and that the Light of Christ fills your hearts. 

 

One is always challenged by what difference one 

can make, not only in the short term but also for the 

future. It has been wonderful to see our staff making 

such a positive difference to the learning and lives of 

our students through their own care, passion and 

dedication to do their best for our children. 

 

Although we are so embedded in the organisational 

matters regarding the completion of this year, we 

are so looking forward to the New Year, to the new 

faces of our Prep children and take the opportunity 



to reflect upon the many Grade Six students who will 

soon complete their own journey at St Ambrose. 

 

To these students we offer our prayers and hopes 

and wish them well for the future in whatever they 

choose to do.  

 

On behalf of the staff, thank you for all your 

wonderful wishes, the Christmas cards and 

appreciated special gifts. They make this very busy 

time just that little more special. 

 

You will receive your child’s report today.  Early 2020 

calendar dates will be published in next week’s 

newsletter and a 2020 School Calendar will be sent 

in week 1 next year.  

 

Please check the dates within this newsletter for the 

many ‘end of year’ events that are coming up, 

especially our last day of school arrangements. 

 

Wishing you a great weekend and hope that you’re 

able to catch a moment of rest and reflection. 

 

Kindest regards, 

Debbie Geisler  

Principal 

 

 
 

 

Dates for the Diary 
 

Term 4    Week 11 

Monday: 16.12 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing: 8.15am 

Tuesday: 17.12 

o Grade 6 Graduation Mass – 6.00pm 

(Followed by Celebratory Supper in the 

Parish Gardens at 7.00pm) 

Wednesday: 18.12 

o End of Year Mass 9.30am 

o End of Year Award Ceremony – 2.00pm 

o No Canteen  

o Dismissal time – 3.30pm 

End of Year Event Planning 
Friday 13th December 

 Grade 6 Celebration Day:  

 Grade 6 students will be having a 

great day at the Melbourne Aquatic 

Centre to celebrate their final week 

at St Ambrose. 

Tuesday: 17th December 

 Classroom Moving Day 

 Grade 6 Graduation Mass & 

Presentations 

 6.00pm Grade 6 Graduation Mass –

followed by presentations, speeches, 

a presentation by Grade 6 students  

 A Celebratory Supper for students 

and families will be held in the Parish 

Gardens at 7.00pm 

Wednesday: 18th December  

(Final Day for Students) 

9.30am   End of Year Mass  

10.30 – 11.00am  Recess  

11.00 – 1.00pm  Normal classroom 

activities. 

1.00pm – 1.50pm Lunch recess 

1.50pm – 2.00pm Line up and move to 

hall. 

2.00pm  End of Year Award Ceremony 

commences 

 Grade 6’s move to oval with all other 

classes following.  

 Grade 6’s form a circle, with grades 

gathering around them. 

 Once all gathered, a special 

blessing takes place.  

 The bell will ring at 3.30pm. 

 3.30pm - End of year dismissal. 

 
 

 



Parish 
Christmas trees 

 

Last Friday the students from Grade 2T were 

invited to decorate the parish Christmas trees! 

 

 
 

 
 

It was all hands on deck.  Owen made sure 

that his decoration was secure. 

 
Alexandra and Cameron added some 

Christmas baubles. 

 



Christmas 
carols in the 

church 

 
Sunday was a wonderful celebration of the 

parish and school community singing together 

in the spirit of Christmas.  

 

Thanks to everyone who came along and 

especially to Sharon who led the children in 

the choir teaching them traditional hymns and 

even some songs in Latin!   

 

Children from all grades were invited to lead 

the congregation in song, and it was lovely 

hearing the voices of so many families 

together as one voice. 

 

The children were asked to come dressed as 

their favourite nativity character. 
 

  
Joel was very proud of the angel wings that his 

mum had made for his outfit. 

 
 

 
 
Drinks and refreshments were enjoyed by all in 

the parish gardens following the concert. 

 

 

 
 

 



 

This Weekends Gospel 
Matthew 11:2-11 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

Matthew 

Are you the one who is to come, or must we wait 

for someone else? 

John in his prison had heard what Christ was doing 

and he sent his disciples to ask him, ‘Are you the 

one who is to come, or have we got to wait for 

someone else?’ Jesus answered, ‘Go back and tell 

John what you hear and see; the blind see again, 

and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the 

deaf hear, and the dead are raised to life and the 

Good News is proclaimed to the poor; and happy is 

the man who does not lose faith in me.’ 

As the messengers were leaving, Jesus began to 

talk to the people about John: ‘What did you go 

out into the wilderness to see? A reed swaying in 

the breeze? No? Then what did you go out to see? 

A man wearing fine clothes? Oh no, those who 

wear fine clothes are to be found in palaces. Then 

what did you go out for? To see a prophet? Yes, I 

tell you, and much more than a prophet: he is the 

one of whom scripture says: Look, I am going to 

send my messenger before you; he will prepare 

your way before you. I tell you solemnly, of all the 

children born of women, a greater than John the 

Baptist has never been seen; yet the least in the 

kingdom of heaven is greater than he is.’ 
 

Gospel Reflection 
The Right Question 

John was languishing in prison, held captive by the 

local agent of the Roman Empire. Perhaps he was 

looking for evidence that Jesus was the One who 

would throw off Roman despotism. In answer to his 

questing, Jesus replied that John should rather look 

at what was happening on the ground in His 

healing ministry and orientation to the 

poor. Those are the signs that the reign of God has 

begun. 

I admire John the Baptist because he was 

prepared to seek and accept the answer to the 

question which was crucial to him, even though the 

answer might upset his preconceptions. He was a 

true seeker after Truth. 

All our activities as a parish in building community, 

forming faith, serving the poor, participating in the 

liturgy, should be undertaken so that a seeker after 

Truth might see and hear the evidence of the 

presence and mission of the risen Lord Jesus Christ 

amongst us. 

We could pause for a moment to simply pray in the 

spirit of Advent: ‘Come, Lord Jesus’ to satisfy the 

restlessness of the questing heart. 

© Fr Michael Tate 

 

 
 

Are You the One? 

My husband and I sat across the desk from the 

surgeon who was to repair the hole in our 4-month-

old daughter’s heart. The doctor explained in 

simple, unadorned speech the two-patch 

procedure his team would use. It was fairly new, he 

said, but he and his partner had performed it 

numerous times and had written the book on 

surgical techniques for this particular heart defect. 

When he had finished his explanation, he asked if 

we had any questions. We had just one. “Doc, 

please tell us truthfully, are you the best person to 

perform this surgery?” He replied, “In the Melbourne 

area, yes.” We continued, “In Australia?” He 

responded, “One of a few”. “In the world?” “One 

of a handful”. 

Like John the Baptist’s question to Jesus, “Are you 

the one who is to come?” our very question implied 

implicit trust in the person responding. My husband 

and I were satisfied. Hannah’s surgery was 

scheduled for two weeks later. 

 We had waited a long time for this day to come. 

We knew even before Hannah was born that she 

would require heart surgery. We tried to savour 

every moment we had with her those first few 

months. Then, as they wheeled her away, we 

waited in joyful hope, knowing she was in good 

hands - the surgeon’s and God’s. Years later, we 

continue to feel the joy Hannah brings us every 

day. Thanks Doc and thanks God. GPBS eNews 

 

 



MyState Student 

Film Festival 

Congratulations! 
The MyState Student Film Festival Judging 

Panel has chosen ‘The Clockmaker’ from St. 

Ambrose Parish Primary School as the Best Film 

in the Intermediate Category of Regional 

Entrants. Congratulations! 

 

“We are in the process of preparing 

certificates, a trophy and a cheque for $1000 

to be sent to St Ambrose Parish Primary 

School.” Community& Events Coordinator 

 

 
 

Congratulations to Lowenna (5/6M) on behalf 

of MyState Student Film Festival and all of us 

here at St Ambrose Parish School. 

 

 
 

 

BIKE ED 
 

 
 

We finished our four week bicycle education 

program last Thursday with a ride around the 

bike paths in our beautiful town. We practised 

some of the skills we have been learning in the 

program such as braking, signalling, scanning 

and riding on different surfaces.  

 

Thank you to all the parent volunteers who 

assisted by coming on the ride with us. Whilst 

we are blessed we have such a safe and 

picturesque town to ride in, please encourage 

your child to ride safely and dismount the bike 

when crossing roads or travelling in high 

pedestrian areas. 

 

It's been amazing to see so many bikes being 

ridden to and from school and is such a great 

way to start and end a school day.  

 

If I could ask for the few bikes that are still left in 

the school shed to be picked up by the end of 

the school year please. 

 

 
 

By: Mrs Cavric (Sports Teacher) 

 

 

 



SHC Orientation 

Year 6 
On the 10th of December, most of 

the Year 6’s had a thrilling 

experience at Sacred Heart. The 

Year 6’s caught the bus from their 

homes to Sacred Heart. They 

walked from Kyneton High to 

Sacred Heart and were split up 

into their homeroom classes. The 

Year 6’s went to the theatre and 

met all the lovely staff for 2020. 

Each class had separate activities, 

some had P.E and Science, and 

others had Drama and Maths. 

There were many other subjects, 

like woodshop or art. After 

dismissal, they walked back to 

Kyneton High and caught the bus 

back to their home. Many at the 

end of the day felt confident, while 

others still felt nervous. 

By Mary and Jack.   
 

 
Bridgette and Flynn making Bath Bombs with 

one of the Year 10 Mentors for 2020, Macy. 

Grade 5/6  

Mini Expo 
 

The Grade 5/6 students held a mini expo on 

Wednesday as a culmination of their science 

inquiry this term. 
 

 
 

Here is Scarlett’s and Claudia’s magnificent 

multi-tiered cake which was the end product 

of their learning about solids, liquids and 

gases. 

 

All the 5/6’s presented their learnings over 

the day to all the classes in the school. 
 



 
Prep M Benjamin L 

For taking on feedback and working hard 

towards his handwriting goal! 

Prep M Anabelle W 

For her focus and effort during independent 

writing. 

Prep E  Sofia X 

For putting in a great deal of effort towards all 

her tasks 

Prep E  Joel W 

For always displaying beautiful manners 

towards others and working hard on all tasks 

1/2R  Pippa A 

For her conscientious efforts toward improving 

her reading and writing kills 

1/2R  Tahli M 

For being  happy, helpful and kind class 

member 

1/2TW   Bruno B 

For being an enthusiastic class member who 

loves to learn about everything! 

1/2TW  Mila H 

For trying hard in all areas but especially in her 

handwriting! 

2T  Owen V 

For his wonderful reading and have a go 

attitude. 

2T  Chloe Q 

For always trying her best and having a growth 

mindset. 

3/4M  Luci A 

For her persistence to achieve growth in her 

learning.  What a year you’ve had! 

3/4M  Tyler K 

For his determination to meet and exceed his 

personal learning and social goals. 

3/4PB  Elijah H 

For having a willingness to share your passions 

with your classmates 

3/4PB  Max S 

For consistently showing dedication to your 

learning and being a role model to others 

3/4PB  Safara K 

For working diligently all year to achieve 

enormous growth and success in your learning 

4/5F  Luke C 

For being supportive and caring towards a 

younger student in the yard! 

4/5F  Will P 

For his insightful contributions during classroom 

discussion. 

4/5F  Taylah R 

For being a great teacher and helper in Grade 

4/5F! 

5/6M  Aaron J 

For his understanding of capacity and volume. 

5/6M  Tom N 

For his “have-a-go attitude” towards all of his 

learning. 

5/6P  Laura G 

For her excellent work on her science project 

5/6P  Lucy P 

For always using beautiful manners 

SPORTS STARS OF THE WEEK  

 

Will P – for excellent bike control in “ball 

drop”activity in bike ed. 

 

Poppy Q – For excellent long jump distance 

 

LITERACY AWARDS 
Certificate of Achievement 

 

Congratulations on completing the reading 

recovery program 

- Pippa A 

- Ileana C 

JAPANESE AWARDS 
Tyler K – for demonstrating positive mindset 

during Japanese. 

 

Archer C – for being a caring class member 

and always putting in effort to improve 

Japanese. 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE AWARDS 
 

Anouk R – Include everyone 

Max N – Include everyone 

Flynn F – Strengthen positive behaviour 

 

 
18 November  Kobe V (1/2T) 

20 November  Flynn A (5/6M) 

22 November  Sam B (5/6M) 

23 November  Nyah M (Prep M) 

24 November  Josh B (Prep M) 

    Siena B (Prep M) 

    Fynn R (5/6M) 

28 November  Joel W (Prep E) 

 



1 December  Hattie B (4/5F) 

2 December  Carlie M (1/2T) 

   Cameron P (2T) 

   Heidi N (5/6P) 

4 December  Georgia B (5/6M) 

5 December  Bodhi H (2T) 

6 December  Edward R (Prep E) 

8 December  Baylee K (5/6M) 

10 December Seth X (1/2T) 

   Lucy C (5/6M) 

11 December Elke F (Prep E) 

12 December Maeve D (1/2T) 

   Laura G (5/6P) 

13 December Lucinda P (Prep E) 

14 December Bridgette A (5/6M) 

16 December Leo G (3/4P) 

   Rusby C (4/5F) 

17 December Jack B (Prep M) 

   Riley W (Prep M) 

18 December Elsie A (Prep M) 

19 December Anabelle W (Prep M) 

   Adelaide L (4/5F) 

22 December Tahli M (1/2R) 

27 December Maeve M (4/5F) 

   Claudia C (5/6M) 

28 December Tyler K (3/4M) 

 

 
 
Thank you for your generous donations to our Christmas 
Raffle.  We will have a number of hampers made up as 
prizes and, in the spirit of Christmas and generosity of 

heart, a number of hampers will be donated to the 
Parish to be given to families as part of the Ambrose 

Care program. 
 

Additional raffle books are available at the office.  Please 
return ticket stubs and money to the office by Monday 

16 December 2019. Tickets are $2.00 each or 3 for 
$5.00. The raffle will be drawn on the last day of school 

at Assembly. 
 

Good luck everyone! 

 
 

POTENTIAL CODE RED DAY 

SCHOOL CLOSURE 
 

In the event of extreme fire danger and a CODE 

RED day being called, the following provides 

information as to how we, as a school will act 

and communicate with you. 

 

The decision to close will be confirmed by the 

Emergency Management Commissioner no 

later than 1.00 pm the day prior to the closure.  

Once we have received confirmation of the 

closure we will contact you directly via email 

and SMS before the end of the school day to 

confirm this.  You are urged to check the 

Department of Education and Training website 

for updates, school closures will be posted to 

the Department’s website – see 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/progr

ams/health/pages/closures.aspx  

 

Please note that all of our school bus routes will 

also be closed; services will resume when the 

school reopens. 

 

I realise that the potential closure of our school 

may result in you having to make alternative 

arrangements for your child, but the safety of 

our students and staff remains our top priority.  

Given the predicted weather conditions, we 

urge that your child is not left at home 

unattended or in the care of older children. 

 

If you know of other parents who, for any 

reason, may not be aware of the school’s 

potential closure,  

please contact them to help ensure they are 

aware that the school may be closed. 

 

You should also explain to your child and family 

members that our school may be closed.  For 

safety  

reasons, no staff will be on-site if the school is 

closed.  

 

For up-to-date information on this year’s fire 

season, visit the CFA website at 

www.cfa.vic.gov.au or call  

the 24-hour Victorian Bushfires Information Line 

on 1800 240 667. 

 
 



 

Saturday 14th March 2020 
stambrosecarnival@gmail.com 

 
 

It’s time for the committee to take a break after some 

good ground work preparing for our 2020 Carnival. 

 

We look forward to you getting involved! 

 

Important dates to remember: 

 

Next meeting (everyone welcome!!)–  

Thursday 6th February 2020 @ 7:00pm  

 

Carnival Working Bee and BBQ - 

Saturday 15th February 2020 @ 10:00am.    

 

We still need these positions filled urgently! 

 

Please remember if roles are not filled there will be no 

Carnival in 2021. 

 

Please note a full handover will take place when taking 

on these roles: 

 Silent Auction Co-ordinator(s) 

 Carnival Co-ordinator(s) 

 Treasurer 

 Secretary 

 Rides & Amusements 

 Entertainment 

 Social Media Co-ordinator 

Please contact Anna Hardwick or Jessica Tucker if you 

are interested or would like further information. 

 

stambrosecarnival@gmail.com 
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