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NEWSLETTER NO .1 

FRIDAY ,  31ST JANUARY 2020 
 

 

 

Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 

 

Wednesday’s smooth start to the school year reflects 

the preparation and effort taken by all our staff over 

the past few weeks to ensure that the learning 

environment in each area of the school was 

organised, welcoming and especially, engaging for 

our students for their new start to this year’s learning.  

 

I cannot express my appreciation enough to the 

staff for their dedication and the support shown to 

each other in ensuring our students have the best 

start possible for the year.  

 

As staff, we would like to also acknowledge our 

students who, through their attentiveness, and 

readiness to engage in their learning, have set the 

standard for making this a great year for all.  

 

There’s also another reason why things have begun 

so smoothly this year and it is because of you as 

parents. Through your own enthusiasm, organisation 

and commitment to your child’s education and 

schooling, you have helped immensely in assisting us 

to create the calm, happy and safe environment 

that our children so enjoy. 

 

We look forward to welcoming our new Preps and 

their families next Monday!  I hope to capture that 

moment so you will see me out the front with the 

school camera!  CHEESE  

 

 

 

Electronic Newsletters in 2020 

 
 

In an effort to become more sustainable and Eco-

friendly our weekly school newsletter will be sent to 

you via email. 

 
If you would like a ‘hard copy’ of the newsletter 

there will be some available at the front office. 

 

New Principal 

I am hoping to introduce our new principal around 

the middle of next week!  An email will be sent out 

to all families. 

 

Parent Helper Course 

Just a reminder to our parents that if you would like 

to complete the Parent Helper Course so that you 

can volunteer a school during the year, there are 

two times coming up. 

 

Tuesday: 11th February 

o Parent Helper Course at 9am 

Thursday: 13th February 

o Parent Helper Course at 6pm 

 

Important Dates: 

Further into the newsletter you will see important 

dates for the rest of Term 1.  

 

NB: A School Calendar will be sent to all families at 

the end of Week 2. 

 

May 2020 continue to build upon the achievements 

of last year and together enjoy the successes that 

will occur throughout this year. 

 

Kindest regards, 

 

Debbie Geisler 

Acting Principal 

 
 



 
Canteen opens next Wednesday! 

 

Canteen days will continue to be on 

Wednesdays and Fridays thanks to our 

volunteer canteen mangers and helpers. 

 

 
 

Uniform shop purchases can be made online 

at anytime with orders being delivered to the 

classroom on Monday mornings.  

 

Go to sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au.  

 

The uniform shop will be open for over the 

counter sales on the first Monday of the month. 

 

 
 
With Australia going through the worst bushfire 

crisis on record, it can be hard to talk to kids 

about the destruction these fires are having 

across the country – especially the impact the 

fires may be having on them. 

 

Children all around the country are seeing 

heartbreaking images of smouldering homes, 

dead and injured wildlife, and communities in 

distress across televisions and social media. All 

of this can fuel anxiety and even depression in 

young people who may be experiencing a 

national crisis for the first time and are unsure of 

how to process their emotions during a climate-

induced disaster. 

 

That's why it's so important to reassure children and 

young people in these hard times – to let them 

know that they are safe, and to make sure that 

their concerns and fears are heard. Australian 

Student Wellbeing Hub have produced a helpful 

guide, produced in partnership with child 

psychologist Karen Young, and is designed to equip 

parents with seven steps and strategies to help 

them navigate some of the difficult discussions with 

their children that may come up during climate-

induced disaster. 

 

The guide ‘How to Talk to your Kids About Out-of-

Control Fires’ can be found at: 
https://studentwellbeinghub.edu.au/parents/resources/how-to-

talk-to-kids-about-bushfires/ 

 

NB: Beyond Blue also have information about ‘How 

to talk to kids about scary stuff in the news’. 

 

 
 

The McGeehan family were holidaying in 

Mallacoota over the holidays and were 

evacuated by HMAS Choules to Melbourne. Kevin 

as able to enjoy a lighter moment sitting in the 

Captain’s chair. 

 

 

Responding to poor air 

quality 
 

As a result of the bushfires, smoke has been 

seen and smelt across Victoria.  This has had 

an impact on the state’s air quality. 

As a school we regularly check the air quality.   

 

This is done by visiting the Emergency 

Protection Authority Victoria (EPA) website: 

www.epa.vic.gov.au/airwatch.  

This website provides hourly, daily and four-day 

forecasts on air quality across all the regions 

and postcodes in Victoria. 

 

https://studentwellbeinghub.edu.au/parents/resources/how-to-talk-to-kids-about-bushfires/
https://studentwellbeinghub.edu.au/parents/resources/how-to-talk-to-kids-about-bushfires/
http://www.epa.vic.gov.au/airwatch


Parent Information on 

the Coronaavirus 
 

As we return to school this week, I know that 

the emerging outbreak of coronavirus may be 

a concern for our parents and students.  The 

federal government have advised that the risk 

to the Australian public remains low. 

The Catholic Education Commission of Victoria 

Ltd (CECV) is committed to providing our 

schools with the most up-to-date information 

and advice about this outbreak, based on the 

most current federal and state government 

advice. 

The Department of Education and Training has 

prepared information on the coronavirus for 

parents, families and school communities and 

it has been sent via Caremonkey today. 

 

Sun Smart Policy 
 
The shade sails only provide 

limited shade for our students 

whilst they are at play during 

recess and lunchtime, 

therefore it is essential that 

students have their school 

hat ready for the start of 

next term.  
 

School Wide Brimmed Hat:  

 
Students without a school hat this term will 

be required to remain within a specified 

shaded area during recess and lunchtimes. 
 

Sunscreen:  

 
We encourage parents to ensure that their 

child has applied sunscreen prior to 

coming to school although, the school 

itself does supply sunscreen that is 

available from a pump bottle within each 

classroom. Children are encouraged daily 

to apply their own sunscreen, or that 

supplied in the classroom prior to each 

play period, and to ensure that they are 

wearing a school hat prior to leaving the 

classroom for play.

Medications 

 
All medical conditions and associated 

medications need to be updated by 

parents on Caremonkey at the start of each 

new school year. 

 

If your child has anaphylaxis, asthma or an 

allergy, new Action Plans need to be 

provided to the office as soon as possible. 

 

If your child needs medication administered 

during school hours, a medication form can 

be filled out at the office and the 

medication stored at school. 
 

POTENTIAL CODE RED DAY 

SCHOOL CLOSURE 
 

In the event of extreme fire danger and a CODE 

RED day being called, the following provides 

information as to how we, as a school will act 

and communicate with you. 

 

The decision to close will be confirmed by the 

Emergency Management Commissioner no 

later than 1.00 pm the day prior to the closure.  

Once we have received confirmation of the 

closure we will contact you directly via email 

and SMS before the end of the school day to 

confirm this.  You are urged to check the 

Department of Education and Training website 

for updates, school closures will be posted to 

the Department’s website – see 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/progr

ams/health/pages/closures.aspx  

 

Please note that all of our school bus routes will 

also be closed; services will resume when the 

school reopens. 

 

I realise that the potential closure of our school 

may result in you having to make alternative 

arrangements for your child, but the safety of 

our students and staff remains our top priority.  

Given the predicted weather conditions, we 

urge that your child is not left at home 

unattended or in the care of older children. 

 

http://coms.cem.edu.au/EmRedirect.aspx?nid=b506c8c0-be2e-4588-b299-366b3f78a0d7&sid=39059e44-5eeb-471b-8207-c41085318e41&url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.education.vic.gov.au%2fabout%2fdepartment%2fPages%2fcoronavirus.aspx


If you know of other parents who, for any 

reason, may not be aware of the school’s 

potential closure, please contact them to help 

ensure they are aware that the school may be 

closed. 

 

You should also explain to your child and family 

members that our school may be closed.  For 

safety reasons, no staff will be on-site if the 

school is closed.  

 

For up-to-date information on this year’s fire 

season, visit the CFA website at 

www.cfa.vic.gov.au or call  

the 24-hour Victorian Bushfires Information Line 

on 1800 240 667. 

 
 

 

Special Notices 
 

 

 2020 Preps Begin: Prep students will 

commence on Monday 3rd  February 2020.  

 

 St Ambrose Community Carnival Saturday 

14th March 2020.  You may have noticed a 

large billboard at the front of the school that 

was erected this week to advertise next 

year’s carnival. We ask that you please 

ensure that this date is well and truly marked 

in your family calendar. It’s a fantastic day 

and your support, attendance and 

generosity ensures that the day is a success. 

 

 Beginning of Year & Commissioning School 

Mass – Wednesday 5th February 9.30am This 

year’s Beginning of Year School Mass 

provides us, as a Parish community, with the 

opportunity to present teachers with their 

classroom candles as well as witness their 

commissioning as educators of our students. 

The commissioning of our staff, reinforces the 

school’s commitment to you as parents that 

we will nurture the Spiritual and Educational 

needs of our students so that they, in turn, 

foster a life-long love of learning and a deep 

relationship with their God.  

 

 Ash Wednesday – Whole School Mass – 26th 

of February 9.30am.  

 

 Child Safety / Parent Helper Course – There 

are two courses offered at the start of next 

year for parents wishing to assist in the 

classroom and / or on excursions. At St 

Ambrose, we place a high priority on the 

safety of our students. Your participation in 

this course ensures that you are aware of 

your responsibilities when working with 

children and the conduct expected when 

interacting with them. The first two dates 

being offered are Tuesday 11th February at 

9.00am and Thursday 13th February at 

6.00pm. A CareMonkey form will be sent out 

in next week inviting you to nominate a date 

& time if you wish to participate.  

  

 2020 Parent Teacher Interviews – Tuesday 

18th Feb and Thursday 20st Feb will be 

conducted after school from 3.45pm. 

Details regarding booking times will be 

communicated via CareMonkey.   
 

 

Dates for the Diary 
 

Term 1    Week 2, 2020 
Monday: 03.02 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am 

o Preps commence 

Tuesday: 04.02 

Wednesday: 05.02 

o Beginning of School Year & Commissioning 

Whole School Mass 9.30am 

o Prep Rest Day 

o Canteen Day 

Thursday: 06.02 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

o Carnival Meeting 7pm 

Friday: 07.02 

o Canteen Day 

Saturday: 08.02 

Sunday: 09.02 

o 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Week 3  
Monday: 10.02 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am 

o School Assembly 3pm 

Tuesday: 11.02 

o Parent Helper Course 9am 

o Garden Club 1.30 – 2.30pm (lunchtime) 

Wednesday: 12.02 

o Prep Rest Day 

o Canteen Day 

Thursday: 13.02 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

o Parent Helper Course 6pm 

Friday: 14.02 

o Canteen Day 

Saturday: 15.02 

o Carnival Working Bee 



Sunday: 16.02 

o 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Welcoming 

Family Mass 10am 

 

Week 4  
Monday: 17.02 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am 

Tuesday: 18.02 

o Parent/Teacher Interviews 3.45 – 7.45pm 

Wednesday: 19.02 

o Prep Rest Day 

o Class Mass 9.30am – Grade TBA 

o Canteen Day 

Thursday: 20.02 

o Parent/Teacher Interviews 3.45 – 7.45pm 

Friday: 21.02 

o Canteen Day 

Saturday: 22.02 

o The Chair of St Peter the Apostle 

Sunday: 23.02 

o 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 

 

Week 5  
Monday: 24.02 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am 

o School Assembly 3pm 

Tuesday: 25.02 

o Whole School Sports Carnival (House 

Colours) 

o Garden Club 1.30 – 2.30pm (lunchtime) 

Wednesday: 26.02 

o Prep Rest Day 

o Ash Wednesday – Whole School Mass 

9.30am 

o Canteen Day 

o Reconciliation Family Night with Fr E Capra 

Thursday: 27.02 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

Friday: 28.02 

o Canteen Day 

Saturday: 29.02 

Sunday: 01.03 

o 1st SUNDAY OF LENT 

 

Week 6  
Monday: 02.03 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am 

o Preps go full time 

o Cobaw Summer Sports – Gr.5&6 

Tuesday: 03.03 

Wednesday: 04.03 

o Class Mass - TBA 

o Canteen Day 

Thursday: 05.03 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

Friday: 06.03 

o Canteen Day 

Saturday: 07.03 

Sunday: 08.03 

o 2nd SUNDAY OF LENT 

 

Week 7  

Monday: 09.03 

o LABOUR DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Tuesday: 10.03 

o School Assembly 2.55pm 

o Garden Club 1.30 – 2.30pm (lunchtime) 

Wednesday: 11.03 

o Class Mass - TBA 

o Canteen Day 

o Grade 6 Canberra Camp Information Night 

7pm 

Thursday: 12.03 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

Friday: 13.03 

o Canteen Day 

Saturday: 14.03 

o SCHOOL CARNIVAL DAY 

Sunday: 15.03 

o 3RD SUNDAY OF LENT 

 

Week 8 
Monday: 16.03 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am 

o Whole School Cross Country 

Tuesday: 17.03 

o St Patrick’s Day 

Wednesday: 18.03 

o Canteen Day 

o Reconciliation Reflection Day and 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 7pm 

Thursday: 19.03 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

Friday: 20.03 

o Canteen Day 

Saturday: 21.03 

Sunday: 22.03 

o 4th SUNDAY OF LENT 

 

Week 9  
Monday: 23.03 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am 

o School Assembly 3.00pm 

o Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

Tuesday: 24.03 

o Preps in PJs Night 6.00pm 

o Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

o Garden Club 1.30 – 2.30pm (lunchtime) 

Wednesday: 25.03 

o Canteen Day 

o Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

Thursday: 26.03 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

o Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

Friday: 27.03 

o Canteen Day 

o Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

o End of Term Whole School Mass 2.30pm 

o Dismissal Time 3.30pm 

Saturday: 28.03 

Sunday: 29.03 

o 5th SUNDAY OF LENT 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

Garden Club will start up again on 

Tuesday 11th of February during 

Week 3.  Garden Club will run from 

1.40pm – 2.30pm every second week 

from then on.   

Once again Meagan will ask for 

parent volunteers to help out for an 

hour on these days. 

 

A BIG thank you to all our volunteer 

watering crew who have kept the 

garden growing and looking lush 

over the school holidays…you have 

done a marvellous job! 

 

 
 
 

 

This Weekends Gospel 
Luke 2:22-40 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

Luke 

My eyes have seen your saving power. 

When the day came for them to be purified as 

laid down by the Law of Moses, the parents of 

Jesus took him up to Jerusalem to present him 

to the Lord – observing what stands written in 

the Law of the Lord: Every first-born male must 

be consecrated to the Lord – and also to offer 

in sacrifice, in accordance with what is said in 

the Law of the Lord, a pair of turtle-doves or 

two young pigeons. Now in Jerusalem there 

was a man named Simeon. He was an upright 

and devout man; he looked forward to Israel’s 

comforting and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It 

had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit 

that he would not see death until he had set 

eyes on the Christ of the Lord. Prompted by the 

Spirit he came to the Temple; and when the 

parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him 

what the Law required, he took him into his 

arms and blessed God, and he said: 

‘Now, Master, you can let your servant 

go in peace, 

just as you promised; 

because my eyes have seen the 

salvation 

which you have prepared for all the 

nations to see, 

a light to enlighten the pagans 

and the glory of your people Israel.’ 

As the child’s father and mother stood there 

wondering at the things that were being said 

about him, Simeon blessed them and said to 

Mary his mother, ‘You see this child: he is 

destined for the fall and for the rising of many 

in Israel, destined to be a sign that is rejected – 

and a sword will pierce your own soul too – so 

that the secret thoughts of many may be laid 

bare.’ 

There was a prophetess also, Anna the 

daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 

was well on in years. Her days of girlhood over, 

she had been married for seven years before 

becoming a widow. She was now eighty-four 

years old and never left the Temple, serving 

https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cluk#luk002


God night and day with fasting and prayer. 

She came by just at that moment and began 

to praise God; and she spoke of the child to all 

who looked forward to the deliverance 

of Jerusalem. 

When they had done everything the Law of 

the Lord required, they went back to Galilee, 

to their own town of Nazareth. Meanwhile the 

child grew to maturity, and he was filled with 

wisdom; and God’s favour was with him. 

 

Gospel Reflection 
The Word of God for young and old 

 

In a time (in the Western world at least) when 

there seems to be a growing gap between the 

old and the young, it is good to reflect on this 

Gospel incident. 

Is this the model for overcoming the distance 

between young and old in our culture? Can 

the young, like Mary, listen to the wisdom of 

tradition from an elder? Can the old like 

Simeon still be open to a moment of 

serendipity mediated by the young? 

The answer is: ‘Yes, when young and old come 

together around Jesus.’ As Pope Francis 

remarks of this encounter: ‘Jesus is at the 

centre.’ (Homily 2 Feb 2018) 

At whatever age we find ourselves, Mary is 

only too willing to place Jesus in our arms to 

fulfil our hopes and our yearnings. 

Perhaps we could pause for a moment to 

accept the gift of Jesus placed in our arms 

and hearts so that we can say with Simeon: 

‘Now, Master, you can let your servant go in 

peace…’ 

A young woman, still in her teens, a newly-wed 

cradling her newborn son in her arms, places 

that baby in the arms of a very old stranger 

who embraces her child with all the fervour of 

a now fulfilled hope.  © Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com 

 

 
 

 

Saturday 14th March 2020 
stambrosecarnival@gmail.com 

 
 

It’s time to think all things Carnival! 

The much-anticipated Carnival pre-loved book 

stall will be running again and we’d love to start 

taking collections of your pre-loved books. Please 

leave any good quality books that you no longer 

need at the office for collection.  

We are also taking donations of good condition 

pre-loved clothing for our pre-loved clothing stall.  

Donations can be left with Tracey in the Library. 

 

Important dates to remember: 

 

Next meeting (everyone welcome!!)–  

Thursday 6th February 2020 @ 7:00pm  

 

Carnival Working Bee and BBQ - 

Saturday 15th February 2020 @ 10:00am.    

 

We still need these positions filled urgently! 

 

Please remember if roles are not filled there will 

be no Carnival in 2021. 

 

Please note a full handover will take place when 

taking on these roles: 

 Carnival Co-ordinator(s) 

 Treasurer 

 Secretary 

 Rides & Amusements 

 Entertainment 

 Social Media Co-ordinator 

Please contact Anna Hardwick or Jessica Tucker if 

you are interested or would like further 

information. 

 

stambrosecarnival@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:stambrosecarnival@gmail.com
mailto:stambrosecarnival@gmail.com


 
 

It’s almost time for our weekly 
music lessons to start up again. 
Jake will be running these on a 
Wednesday again and will be 
starting on the 12th of February.  
 
If you have previously been 
involved with lessons, don’t worry 
Jake will be in contact with you 
over the next few days. For all 
new families interested in lessons 
please see the above notice and 
get in touch with Jake via email or 
phone.  Make sure you get in early 
as spaces do fill up fast for term 1. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A little ray of sunshine in the garden! 
 

 
 

Our Grade 1 students enjoyed some time 
together before our Preps arrive on 

Monday. 
 
 


