
 
 

Centred By Faith 

In Partnership with Community 

We Provide Excellence in Learning 

 

NEWSLETTER NO .3 

FRIDAY ,  14 T H  FEBRUARY 2020 
 

 

Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 

 

The start to this year’s school year has been 

absolutely wonderful and is a credit to the staff and 

you as parents. Together, you have set your children, 

your students up for success through your positivity 

and encouragement. New beginnings always come 

with some uncertainty, a fear of the unknown, an 

excitement of the possibilities. The preparation 

undertaken both at the end of last year, along with 

time spent during the holidays in planning and 

setting up classrooms has certainly paid off. 

 

May the collaboration between both parent and 

teacher be one of the core features of our school, 

where together we live out our school’s Vision. 

 

Centred By Faith 

In Partnership with Community 

We Provide Excellence in Learning 

 

Kindest regards, 

 

Debbie Geisler 

Acting Principal 

 

Welcoming Family Mass – 
Invitation to All! 
 

On Sunday the 16th of February at 10.00 am we 

invite all our families to a Welcoming Family Mass so 

that we can celebrate the start of a new year as a 

Parish Community, and especially to welcome our 

new families to St Ambrose. 

 
 

Dates for the Diary 
 

Term 1    Week 4  
Monday: 17.02 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am 

o Winter uniform fittings for new students 9-

11am (appointment via Caremonkey) 

Tuesday: 18.02 

o Parent/Teacher Interviews 3.45 – 7.45pm 

Wednesday: 19.02 

o Prep Rest Day 

o Canteen Day 

Thursday: 20.02 

o Parent/Teacher Interviews 3.45 – 7.45pm 

o Winter uniform fittings for new students 3-

5pm (appointment via Caremonkey) 

Friday: 21.02 

o Canteen Day 

Saturday: 22.02 

o The Chair of St Peter the Apostle 

Sunday: 23.02 

o 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 

Week 5  
Monday: 24.02 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am 

o School Assembly 3pm 

Tuesday: 25.02 

o Whole School Sports Carnival (House 

Colours) 

o Garden Club 1.30 – 2.30pm (lunchtime) 

Wednesday: 26.02 

o Prep Rest Day 

o Ash Wednesday – Whole School Mass 

9.30am 

o Canteen Day 

o Reconciliation Family Night with Fr E Capra 



Thursday: 27.02 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

Friday: 28.02 

o Canteen Day 

Saturday: 29.02 

Sunday: 01.03 

o 1st SUNDAY OF LENT 

 

Week 6  
Monday: 02.03 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am 

o Preps go full time 

o Cobaw Summer Sports – Gr.5&6 

Tuesday: 03.03 

Wednesday: 04.03 

o Class Mass - TBA 

o Canteen Day 

Thursday: 05.03 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

Friday: 06.03 

o Canteen Day 

Saturday: 07.03 

Sunday: 08.03 

o 2nd SUNDAY OF LENT 

 

Week 7  
Monday: 09.03 

o LABOUR DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Tuesday: 10.03 

o School Assembly 2.55pm 

o Garden Club 1.30 – 2.30pm (lunchtime) 

Wednesday: 11.03 

o Class Mass - TBA 

o Canteen Day 

o Grade 6 Canberra Camp Information Night 

7pm 

Thursday: 12.03 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

Friday: 13.03 

o Canteen Day 

Saturday: 14.03 

o SCHOOL CARNIVAL DAY 

Sunday: 15.03 

o 3RD SUNDAY OF LENT 

 

Week 8 
Monday: 16.03 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am 

o Whole School Cross Country 

Tuesday: 17.03 

o St Patrick’s Day 

Wednesday: 18.03 

o Canteen Day 

o Reconciliation Reflection Day and 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 7pm 

Thursday: 19.03 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

Friday: 20.03 

o National Day of Action Against Bullying and 

Violence 

o Canteen Day 

Saturday: 21.03 

Sunday: 22.03 

o 4th SUNDAY OF LENT 

 

Week 9  
Monday: 23.03 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am 

o School Assembly 3.00pm 

o Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

Tuesday: 24.03 

o Preps in PJs Night 6.00pm 

o Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

o Garden Club 1.30 – 2.30pm (lunchtime) 

Wednesday: 25.03 

o Canteen Day 

o Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

Thursday: 26.03 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

o Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

Friday: 27.03 

o Canteen Day 

o Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

o End of Term Whole School Mass 2.30pm 

o Dismissal Time 3.30pm 

Saturday: 28.03 

Sunday: 29.03 5th SUNDAY OF LENT 

 
 

 
Meagan, with the support of Liz, developed a 

band of potato farmers in the space of a 

lunchtime!  SPUDRIFIC! 

  

Tuesday was the first Garden Club for 2020 and 

it was great to see so many students keen to 

‘get their hands dirty’! 

 

 
 



 
 

It was all hands on deck.  The students pulled 

out the potato plants and dug up all the 

potatoes in a very short time.  Potatoes of all 

shapes and sizes were gathered. 

 

] 

 
 

 
 

Some of the potatoes were surprisingly big and 

students took great delight in discovering 

them.  It was like digging for buried treasure! 

 

 
After the students were convinced that there 

were no more ‘spuds’ to be found it was time 

to sort them. 



This required the team to separate, sort and 

classify the potatoes into piles of ‘BIG’ and 

‘small’, ‘ripe’ and ‘green’. 

 
Meagan is hoping to set up another produce 

table outside the school next Tuesday!  Money 

raised last week went straight into buying more 

seedlings and were planted on Tuesday 

 

Duck, Duck… 

GOOSE! 

 
It has been lovely to see how the ‘Big Buddies’ 

have been making their little buddies feel 

welcome, safe and comfortable…with a 

sprinkle of fun on top! 

 

 
 

The 

Fuzzy Monster 
 

Once in a small town called Kyneton 

it was a very hot night and that is 

when out of nowhere a spaceship 

landed safely on the street.  

  

 
 

Then the door started to open and 

out jumped a friendly monster and 

the first thing he saw was a small 

little cat. The friendly monster had 

nowhere to stay so he crossed the 

road to the RACV resort. He slept 

at the resort. 

 

The next morning he couldn’t find his 

rocket. He looked all over Kyneton, 

Woodend and the rest of Victoria but 

no one in Victoria had seen a rocket, 

apart from cardboard ones in toy 

shops. 

 

He went to the bakery to search one 

more time and suddenly he saw the 

rocket land right across the road! 

The alien said to himself, “That 

looks like my rocket.” He thought to 

himself, “Oh my, that IS my 

rocket.”  



He thought he left his rocket ship 

at the RACV but then a cat jumped 

out of the rocket and he knew the 

cat was the one that had stolen his 

rocket!  

 

 
 

“Cheeky kitty”, he said to the cat. 

The cat ran off to someone else’s 

car and got inside and drove away. 

 

 
 

By Sophie 3/4P 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

F orget about it 

O thers forgive so why can’t you 

RUOK 

G ive second chances 

I sn’t fair not to forgive 

V ery, very sorry 

E veryone can forgive 

N ver stop trying to say sorry 

E veryone makes mistakes 

S ay sorry 

S ave your friendship by saying 

sorry. 
By: Asha 3/4F 

 



 
 

 
Our new Social Justice Team had their first 

formal meeting this week to talk about the 

many initiatives that they will support this year. 

To start every meeting a member of the team 

will pick out a prayer.  This week Patrick pick 

one called ‘Help’ and we thought we’d share 

it with you.  It was written by a student at St 

John’s, Clifton Hill. 

HELP 
God, let me help those in need, 

Those who ask and plead. 

Teach me how to give. 

Show them how to be who they 

want to be, 

Thank you for all you’ve given me, 

It doesn’t matter what you see, it’s 

what’s inside that MATTERS. 

Guide them through their life, may 

they be safe. 

May there be peace in the world. 

Amen 
 

 

For Term One we will supporting the 

National Day of Action against Bullying 

and Violence through an awareness 

campaign.  Let’s begin with the national 

definition for bullying for Australian Schools. 

 
Bullying is an ongoing and deliberate misuse 
of power in relationships through repeated 
verbal, physical and/or social behaviour that 
intends to cause physical, social and/or 
psychological harm. It can involve an individual 
or a group misusing their power, or perceived 
power, over one or more persons who feel 
unable to stop it from happening. 

Bullying can happen in person or online, via 
various digital platforms and devices and it can 
be obvious (overt) or hidden (covert). Bullying 
behaviour is repeated, or has the potential to 
be repeated, over time (for example, through 
sharing of digital records). 

Bullying of any form or for any reason can have 
immediate, medium and long-term effects on 
those involved, including bystanders. Single 
incidents and conflict or fights between equals, 
whether in person or online, are not defined as 
bullying. 

A shared understanding of bullying is the 
starting point for effectively preventing and 
responding to bullying in your school. 
 
 

Bullying. No Way! Take 
Action Every Day 

 

 

Types of bullying. 

 

Verbal, physical and social bullying can 

occur in person or online, directly or 

indirectly, overtly or covertly. 

 
NB: More to come in the next newsletter. 

 



Holiday 
reflections 

 

 
The grade ones enjoyed a very creative way 

to recount some of the things that they did 

on their summer holiday.   

 

Firstly students drew themselves in the picture 

then in each lens of their sunglasses they 

drew a picture capturing a moment or 

experience on the holidays. 

 

 
 

 
The junior teachers have been very busy 

modelling the writing of Recounts.  These 

pieces of writing become ‘mentor’ texts on 

display in the classroom and a great resource 

to refer back to when the students are writing 

themselves.   

 
Other words for ‘said’ is a great interactive 

activity to extend vocabulary and make 

writing more interesting with the reader in 

mind!  This example was from the 1/2's. 



 
The Preps have also been creative in making 
their very own Name Poster.  There were lots 
of fine motor skills being practiced in 
decorating the first letter of their name with tiny 
pieces of confetti. 

 
 

 
 

 

2020  

F.O.S.A.L Team 
 

 
 

 

Friends of the St Ambrose library is a group 
of dedicated grade 5/6 students that want to 
support the LOVE of books and reading 
across our school community. The FOSAL's 
work closely with me to  help maintain the 
library, write reviews on the new books that 
come in and help to choose new books for 
the library. They also have a big job in helping 
with the organisation of book week that will 
be held from 24-28 August this year.  These 
students will also be involved in making sure 
all classrooms are well stocked with fabulous 
books for all the students to read. 
 
Again this year there was an overwhelming 
response to join the 2020 FOSAL team.  It was 
by no means an easy task to choose the lucky 
candidates but I am incredibly proud and 
delighted to announce the following 20 
students who will be the 2020 FOSAL's. 
 
Olivia H, Lachlan P, Jesse W, Hattie B, Cait 
McG, Maeve McN, Danielle L, Ben N, Arwen 
R, Will P, Bronte M, Hayley Z, Will T, Georgia 
J, Freddie S, Heidi M, Claudia C, Mason L, 
Kaidon W, Sarah F 



 
P/1M Asher J 

For being a positive role model within our school.  

Thank you Asher! 

P/1M Edward R 

For his positive start to the year and engaging show 

‘n’tells! 

P/1R Albert H 

For starting his Prep year with great effort and 

enthusiasm. 

P/1R Tom L 

For being a self-motivated and engaged learner. 

P/1TA Tyler T 

For being a fantastic role model for his prep 

classmates! 

P/1TA Angus N 

For awesome numbusting ideas for the number “6”. 

P/1TA – Hamish M 

For working hard to learn his words  

1/2E Orlando B 

For settling well into his new school and being a 

very friendly class member! 

1/2E Ileana C 

For putting in a great deal of effort towards all her 

class tasks! 

1/2O Sofia X 

For sharing her positivity and excitement about the 

year ahead with our class. 

1/2O Dash B 

For an amazing start to the year.  Thanks for being 

so friendly! 

3/4C Mason H 
For displaying outstanding leadership in 3/4C. 

3/4C Whole class 

For a welcoming start to the year. 

3/4F Angus W 

For knowing all of the Seven Sacraments.  Well 

done! 

3/4F India-Belle C 
For always being willing to share her thoughts with 

her classmates! 

3/4P Whole class 

For settling in well to the new school year. 

5/6M Lachlan P 

For his positive mindset towards all learning tasks. 

5/6M Laura G 

For her analysing of the visual image “Nobody 

Understands”. 

5/6R James C 

For making a fantastic start to the term and 

completing all tasks. 

5/6R Hayden G 

For being helpful and positive in class.  Thank you 

for your enthusiasm. 

SPORTS STAR OF THE WEEK  
Violet D – for showing courage during an injury 

and doing it all again bravely the following week! 

 

 
2 Jan  Jamie H 

4 Jan  Scarlett M 

  Grace S 

5 Jan  Owen V 

7 Jan  Harriet F 

15 Jan  Hayden L 

Mia T 

16 Jan  Patrick F 

Oscar D 

17 Jan  Caysen E-S 

Ethan W 

Noah H 

18 Jan  Archer C 

20 Jan  Sophie V 

21 Jan  Leon G 

Danielle L 

22 Jan  Elliot D 

Hugo C 

23 Jan  Billie H 

24 Jan  Oli J 

26 Jan  Chris W 

27 Jan  Amari B 

28 Jan  Bailey P 

30 Jan  Emrys G 

2 Feb  Heidi M 

3 Feb  Isla N 

  Miranda B 

4 Feb  Kaidon W 

5 Feb  Ava H 

  Joseph O 

6 Feb  Bronte M 

7 Feb  Varli F 

  Lachlan P 

8 Feb  Sam G 

9 Feb  Hayden J 

10 Feb  Nye B 

  Ryder S 

14 Feb  Tilly M 

  Alex G 

16 Feb  Lowenna E 

 



 
 

This Weekends Gospel 
Matthew 5:17-37 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

Matthew 

Such was said to your ancestors; but I am 

speaking to you. 

Jesus said to his disciples: I tell you, if your virtue 

goes no deeper than that of the scribes 

and Pharisees, you will never get into the 

kingdom of heaven. 

‘You have learnt how it was said to our 

ancestors: You must not kill; and if anyone 

does kill he must answer for it before the court. 

But I say this to you: anyone who is angry with 

his brother will answer for it before the court. 

’You have learnt how it was said: You must not 

commit adultery. But I say this to you: if a man 

looks at a woman lustfully, he has already 

committed adultery with her in his heart. 

‘Again, you have learnt how it was said to our 

ancestors: You must not break your oath, but 

must fulfil your oaths to the Lord. But I say this to 

you: do not swear at all. All you need say is 

“Yes” if you mean yes, “No” if you mean no; 

anything more than this comes from the evil 

one.’ 

 

Gospel Reflection 
Today’s First Reading, Psalm and Gospel all 

relate to the way in which we are called to live 

in right relationship with God and with one 

another. What is referred to as the ‘Law’ is 

generally used as shorthand for the Torah – the 

first five books of the Bible – which first of all 

establishes the history of relationship between 

God and humanity through the books of 

Genesis and Exodus and then provides 

detailed instructions about how that 

relationship should be honoured and 

observed. When Jesus speaks about the Law 

and the Prophets, he is deliberately including 

the extensive collection of prophetic writings 

that interpret the Law in terms of justice and 

right relationships with others as being a 

reflection of the right relationship with God. 

By declaring that he has come not to abolish 

the Law and the Prophets, but to complete – 

or fulfil – them, Jesus is making it perfectly clear 

that his ministry and teaching is in alignment 

with and in accordance with the historical 

tradition and he is not setting out to overthrow 

the Jewish tradition. Rather, throughout his 

ministry, Jesus repeatedly calls the people to 

be true to the teachings of old and to live 

them with integrity and dedication. His 

constant complaint is against those who live 

by the letter of the Law and ignore what we 

would call the spirit or intention of the Law. This 

is the root of his swipe at the shallow virtue of 

the scribes and Pharisees in today’s gospel. 

The criticism that Jesus levelled at these two 

groups was that their adherence to the Law 

made no room for the compassionate heart 

that the writings of the Prophets demanded. 

 
 

Have you thought? – Teaching examples 

Jesus cites several examples of the Law to 

demonstrate the way in which he has come to 

fulfil those teachings, rather than to abolish 

them. He reinterprets the teachings on killing, 

adultery, divorce and oath-breaking. When 

there is an attitude of observing the very literal 

meaning of law, there is a tendency to look for 

loopholes wherever possible. This attitude had 

become the norm in Jesus’ day. His 

reinterpretations are designed to challenge 

people to think about the law in a broader 

context and to take the law into their heart 

rather than looking for ways to get around it. 

 

https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw005


Living the Gospel – Interpretation 

Jesus demonstrates the crucial nature of 

interpretation. It is easy for us today to look at 

something like the Ten Commandments or the 

Beatitudes and dismiss them as irrelevant. 

Taken literally, they have fairly limited 

application to our modern lives. However, 

interpreted in a broader context and within 

the context of our own lives, such ancient 

codes of behaviour can take on new 

significance. Jesus points us towards the 

importance of looking beyond the surface and 

searching out the truth of such statements. 

Interpretation of scripture for our modern lives 

and modern world is vital to living life to the 

fullest.  © Greg Sunter 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Dear St Ambrose community, 
We are looking for a forever home for Roxy and 

Pebbles due to their owner becoming terminally ill 
with cancer. 

We would like to find someone or a family who will 
care and love them as much as our dear friend 

does. 
Roxy and Pebbles are sisters and will need to be 

adopted together.  They are  3 and a half year old 
maltese shitzus, mainly inside dogs and are great 

with children. 
If you would be interested, or know someone 

who might, please contact Tony on 0413 44 44 49. 

 



 

 

HAPPY HEALTHY MINDS MEDITATION FOR SCHOOL 
CHILDREN 

Romsey Neighbourhood House, 96-100 Main St Romsey 

Thursdays from 4.15pm to 5.00pm 
Starting again in 2020 
27th February to 18th March 2020 

($10 per class or $35 for the 4 weeks paid in advance) 

These sessions are aimed at Children between the ages of 5 
to 11 years in mind. 

Parents and younger siblings are encouraged and most 
welcome to attend along with their child/children. 

The sessions are filled with fun ways of using meditation 
techniques that develop attention while encouraging; 

Kindness, compassion, and self-knowledge. 

Mindful awareness promotes physical and mental well being 
as well as character and ethical development. 

Many people, including children find that is just makes them 
happier. 

For further information or to book a place please call 
Facilitator: Donna McMahon 
Phone: 0412 595 997 
Or Romsey Neighbourhood House on 54296724 

 

ALL PROCEEDS FROM THURS 5TH MARCH 
PERFORMANCE BEING DONATED TO WILDLIFE 

VICTORIA TO AID BUSH FIRE AFFECTED WILDLIFE. 

 


