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NEWSLETTER NO .7 

FRIDAY ,  13 T H  MARCH 2020 
 

 

Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 

 

CARNIVAL 

POSTPONED 
Australia’s Chief Medical 

Officer has told premiers, 

chief ministers and the 

Prime Minster that mass 

gatherings of more than 

500 people should be 

cancelled amid fears 

about the spread of 

coronavirus. 

 

As a result the school will 

be postponing our 

carnival until later in the 

year. 

 
For those on the Carnival Committee, it’s been 

an event that has been many months in the 

planning, so we will endeavour to hold this 

wonderful community event later in the year. 

 

We thank everyone who has been involved in 

any way in preparing for the day! 

 
Kindest regards,  

Debbie Geisler 

Acting Principal 

 

Dates for the Diary 
 

Term 1   Week 8 
Monday: 16.03 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am 

o Whole School Cross Country 

Tuesday: 17.03 

o St Patrick’s Day 

o Grade 5 visit Sacred Heart College 

Wednesday: 18.03 

o Canteen Day 

o Reconciliation Reflection Day and 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 7pm 

Thursday: 19.03 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

Friday: 20.03 

o National Day of Action Against Bullying and 

Violence 

o Canteen Day 

Saturday: 21.03 

Sunday: 22.03 

o 4th SUNDAY OF LENT 

 

Week 9  

Monday: 23.03 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am 

o School Assembly 3.00pm 

o Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

Tuesday: 24.03 

o Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

o Garden Club 1.30 – 2.30pm (lunchtime) 

Wednesday: 25.03 

o Canteen Day 

o Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

o End of Term Whole School Mass 9.30am 

(new date and time) 

Thursday: 26.03 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

o Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

o Preps in PJs Night 6.00pm 

Friday: 27.03 

o Canteen Day 

o Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

o Dismissal Time 3.30pm 

Saturday: 28.03 

Sunday: 29.03 5th SUNDAY OF LENT 

 

 



 
NB: The logo for Vinnies Australia consists of: The 

hand of Christ blesses the cup, the hand of love 

offers the cup and the hand of suffering receives 

the cup. 

Social Justice Team 

Commissioned as  

Mini Vinnies! 
At assembly on Tuesday the 2020 Social Justice 

Team were commissioned as Mini Vinnies by 

Anthony, Regional President and Lola Rowe, 

School Liaison Offer for the St Vincent de Paul 

Society’s Sunbury Conference.  We 

appreciated both Anthony’s & Lola’s 

attendance this year. 

 
What does a Mini Vinnies group do? 

Mini Vinnies is about doing good works in the 

community, but it is also about young people 

meeting to talk, to share ideas and concerns, 

to have fun and support each other.  The 

Vinnies model of ‘See, Think, Do’ is a great way 

to get young people thinking and talking 

about their spirituality – connecting their beliefs 

and values with service activities and issues in 

their community can held make their faith real, 

meaningful and relevant. 

See = Education & Awareness 

Think = Opportunities to discuss and act on real 

issues 

Do = Community Service and Fundraising 

 

 
Laura, Lowenna, Anthony, Will, Patrick, Lola, Hayley, 

Alauni & Claudia (Rusby – absent) 

 
As part of the Commissioning the Social Justice 

Team read out their pledge: 

 

As a member of the Mini Vinnies, I promise to 

make a difference in my world by: 

 Caring for, respecting and loving myself; 

 Strengthening my friendship with Jesus 

by praying each day and talking to 

others about him; 

 Caring for others in my school and 

community by being a friend to those 

who are alone, in need or in trouble; 

 Contributing to the happiness of my 

family through my help, respect, 

consideration, joy and kindness; 

 Caring for, appreciating and enjoying 

God’s creation: the environment; 

 Treating others the way I would like 

them to treat me. 

 
 



 
 

On the 20th of March, the National Day of 

Action against Bullying and Violence the 

Social Justice Team will be handing out 

orange wristbands, ribbons, information 

pocket cards and more! 

 

Bullying. No Way! Take 
Action Every Day 

 

 
 

ALSO….The Social Justice Team have 

joined with a group of Grade 3/4 

students to support another worthwhile 

cause before the end of the term!   

 

 
 
Many of our students were impacted by 

the bushfires over the summer, particularly 

by the loss of our native wildlife.  The group 

which includes, Isabelle, Sophie O, Sophie 

H, Chiara, Chloe & Tilly met with Mrs Geisler 

and asked if they could make and sell 

loom bands for a gold coin donation to 

support the native animals that were 

injured by the devastating fires?  This is a 

great opportunity for students to feel that 

they have been able to do something 

themselves! 

 
(A koala in a burnt tree, Kangaroo Island by: Julie Fletcher) 

 

SO, on Monday 23rd & Tuesday 24th of 

March the Loom Band Group supported 

by the Social Justice Team will be selling 

loom bands for a gold coin donation.  All 

the loom bands have been made and 

donated for the cause. 

 



Any donations received will be 

forwarded to the World Wildlife Fund - 

Australia (WWF) Bushfire Emergency 

Appeal.  For more information you can 

visit their website: 
https://www.wwf.org.au/get-involved/bushfire-

emergency 

 

 

This Weekends Gospel 
John 4:5-15. 19-26. 39-42 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

John 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

John 

The water that I shall give will turn into a spring 

of eternal life. 

Jesus came to the Samaritan town called 

Sychar, near the land that Jacob gave to his 

son Joseph. Jacob’s well is there and Jesus, 

tired by the journey, sat straight down by the 

well. It was about the sixth hour. When 

a Samaritan woman came to draw water, 

Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a drink.’ His 

disciples had gone into the town to buy food. 

The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘What? You 

are a Jew and you ask me, a Samaritan, for a 

drink?’ – Jews, in fact, do not associate with 

Samaritans. Jesus replied: 

‘If you only knew what God is offering 

and who it is that is saying to you: 

Give me a drink, 

you would have been the one to ask, 

and he would have given you living 

water.’ 

‘You have no bucket, sir,’ she answered ‘and 

the well is deep: how could you get this living 

water? Are you a greater man than our 

father Jacob who gave us this well and drank 

from it himself with his sons and his cattle?’ 

Jesus replied: 

‘Whoever drinks this water 

will get thirsty again: 

but anyone who drinks the water that I 

shall give 

will never be thirsty again: 

the water that I shall give 

will turn into a spring inside him, welling 

up to eternal life.’ 

‘Sir,’ said the woman, ‘give me some of that 

water, so that I may never get thirsty and never 

have to come here again to draw water. I see 

you are a prophet, sir. Our fathers worshipped 

on this mountain, while you say 

that Jerusalem is the place where one ought 

to worship.’ Jesus said: 

‘Believe me, woman, the hour is coming 

when you will worship the Father 

neither on this mountain nor 

in Jerusalem. 

You worship what you do not know; 

we worship what we do know; 

for salvation comes from the Jews. 

But the hour will come – in fact it is here 

already – 

when true worshippers will worship the 

Father in spirit and truth: 

that is the kind of worshipper 

the Father wants. 

God is spirit, 

and those who worship 

must worship in spirit and truth.’ 

The woman said to him, ‘I know that Messiah – 

that is, Christ – is coming; and when he comes 

he will tell us everything.’ ‘I who am speaking 

to you,’ said Jesus ‘I am he.’ 

Many Samaritans of that town had believed in 

him on the strength of the woman’s testimony, 

so, when the Samaritans came up to him, they 

begged him to stay with them. He stayed for 

two days, and when he spoke to them many 

more came to believe; and they said to the 

woman, ‘Now we no longer believe because 

of what you told us; we have heard him 

ourselves and we know that he really is the 

saviour of the world.’ 

 

https://www.wwf.org.au/get-involved/bushfire-emergency
https://www.wwf.org.au/get-involved/bushfire-emergency


Gospel Reflection 
Father Jim was invited by Caritas, the Catholic 

Development Agency, to travel to the 

Philippines and see the excellent work they 

were doing with the monies collected in their 

Lenten appeal. 

When he arrived in Manila he was asked if he 

would like to have some exposure to the real 

lives of the people Caritas was helping. It was 

decided that for two days he would live with a 

family on Smoky Mountain. Smoky Mountain no 

longer exists, but for over thirty years it was 

home to nearly ten thousand people. Smoky 

Mountain was the refuse tip for metro-Manila. It 

got its name from the smouldering pile of 

rubbish dumped there every day. People lived 

on three sides of this mountain of waste and 

made their homes and livelihood from the 

city’s refuse. 

Jim had heard of Smoky Mountain, but nothing 

prepared him for the reality. He smelt it before 

he saw it and when he saw it he couldn’t 

believe it. The crest of the hill was indeed 

billowing smoke, and canals of water 

surrounded it. Running water was only 

available at public pumps. Over the canals 

were semi-public cubicles where people 

showered and went to the open toilets. As the 

bulldozers shovelled the day’s deposit into the 

mountainside, the residents picked through the 

collection to see what could be salvaged. 

Homes were made of every weather-resistant 

material imaginable. 

Jim met the Jesuits who looked after the 

Smoky Mountain parish. They were 

campaigning to have it shut down. The parish 

priest took him to meet the family with whom 

he would be staying. On a hot, humid 

afternoon he started the climb to Bing’s home. 

There were children everywhere. Dirty, 

energetic, scavenging children. His heart was 

close to breaking, his stomach was dry-

retching. 

When he arrived at Bing’s neatly kept home he 

was given a warm welcome. Bing saw that Jim 

was hot and bothered by his new surrounds 

and offered him a drink of water. Nothing 

prepared him for this dilemma: how far was he 

prepared to share in the life of the poor? All 

Jim could think of were the diseases he could 

catch from drinking water from the pump. As 

thirsty as he was he declined the offer, 

knowing that later he would privately gulp 

down one of the bottles of water in his 

backpack. Jim watched as the glasses of 

water were served on a tray. As he chatted to 

the family about Smoky Mountain he felt a 

fraud. Bing’s daughter emerged with a sealed 

bottle of water and proceeded to fill up all the 

glasses. On seeing the bottle Jim had a 

change of mind and accepted the water. 

Bing then produced a plastic glass in a sealed 

package for Jim’s use. Flushed with 

embarrassment, all he could think of was Jesus 

and the Woman at the Well. 

At that famous well Jesus enters the world of a 

poor Samaritan woman who has been 

dumped five times by the men who married 

her. By asking for a drink, by engaging her in 

conversation, by understanding her situation 

and offering her a way out of the cycle of 

emotional abuse in which she was caught, 

Jesus gives her the greatest gift of all: personal 

dignity. This changes her life and turns her into 

one of the earliest missionaries in John’s 

Gospel. 

 
 

Although separated by time and space, a 

drink of water helped a Samaritan woman and 

Fr Jim face up to the embarrassment of their 

worlds, their quick and inaccurate judgements 

and reassess the choices that could lead them 

to life. Both of them recognised that no matter 

how good the gift of water was that day, the 

unknown and unexpected Giver of the gift 

was so much greater.  

May this Eucharist help us do the same. © Richard 

Leonard SJ 



 
Conveyance Allowance 

 

  
Families in rural and regional Victoria can get 

help with the cost of transporting their children 

to their nearest school. This is known as 

the conveyance allowance. 
  
The conveyance allowance is available to 

students travelling by: 

         public transport 
         private car 
         private bus 
         or to students whose nearest school is 

not serviced by a free school bus. 

The conveyance allowance is a contribution 

towards transport costs and is not intended to 

cover the full cost of transporting children to 

and from school. 
To be eligible students attending a school 

must: 

         attend their nearest school 
         reside 4.8km or more by the shortest 

practicable route from the school 

Please contact the office if you would like a 

conveyance allowance form or 

visit www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teache

rs/transport. 
 

Please complete the form and return it to the 

school office by Friday 27 March 2020. 
 
 If you received the Conveyance Allowance in 
2019 and your circumstances have not altered, 
it is not necessary to submit the paperwork 
again. 
 

CAMPS, SPORTS AND 
EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF) 

Do you, as a parent or legal guardian of a 

student, hold a: 
·         Veterans Affairs Gold Card 
·         Centrelink Health Care Card 
·         Pensioner Concession Card 

If so, you are eligible for a $125 Camps Sports 

and Excursions Fund (CSEF) payment. St 

Ambrose Parish School also contributes a 

$1,000.00 rebate.  Please complete the 

attached form and return it to the school 

office by Friday 27 March 2020. 
If you were approved for this rebate in 2019 

and your circumstances have not altered, it is 

not necessary to submit the paperwork again. 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) 

provides payments for eligible students to 

attend activities like: 
 school camps or trips 
 swimming and school-organised sport 

programs 
 outdoor education programs 
 excursions and incursions. 

For more information, please 

visit www.education.vic.gov.au 
 

 

SPORTS DAY – a RECOUNT 

GO MERCY!!! 
 

It was the school sports day on the 

25th of February. Everyone was cheering 

for either Lourdes (blue), Mercy (green), 

Fatima (red), or Carmel (yellow). 

 

Firstly, we had the Hula Hoop Pass and it 

was really intense but Lourdes came 1st, 

Carmel came 2nd and Fatima and Mercy 

drew. Next we had this age challenge and 

you had to put everyone in age order and 

Mercy won. 

After snack we had class games and 

activities. 

 

Firstly, we did Water Balloon Toss, I 

paired up with Jordan and we won both 

times!!! 

Then we had Tug-a-War and Mercy 

versed Carmel first and we won but then 

we had to vs Lourdes. My muscles ached 

but we still won! 

 

Everyone was excited for the sprints and 

we started off really good with the preps 

but then all of sudden it was my turn. I 

was versing Levi, Leo and Buster. 

 

I sprinted as hard as I could and I could 

hear all of Mercy screaming, “Falling down 

a waterfall landing on a cactus we think 

your team needs a little practice gooooo… 

Mercy!” 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/transport
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/transport
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/


Levi won by a metre we congratulated 

each other then went back to our tents. 

 
Mrs Cavric announced the winners and Lourdes 

came 1st, Mercy 2nd, Fatima 3rd and Carmel 

4th. 

‘Thank you Mrs Cavric,’ I said as I was leaving 

to go home. ‘I had the best day EVER.!’  

By: William B 3/4F 

 

 
Congratulations to Maeve from grade 5/6M who 
represented Cobaw at the Division swimming 

Sports in Bendigo on Friday, 6th March. 
 

Maeve came 4th in her freestyle event and 2nd in 
her backstroke. 

Super effort! 

PRAYER 
The Prep/One students have been 

learning about prayer.  In particular 

they are coming to the understanding 

that through prayer they can talk and 

listen to God and they can prayer for 

different reasons, in different ways. 

 
 

 

Holly in P/1R says she can pray to God 

for her family, pray for her pets, pray 

for people who are sick, prayer for 

her nan and pop and pray for her 

cousins. 



As part of their RE inquiry the Prep/One’s are 

also exploring the idea that we are all created in 

God’s image and are called to respect and care 

for each other. 

 
 

 
The Prep/One’s have been reading picture story 

books about friendship.  Here is the display in 

P/1TA following the reading of The Rainbow Fish 

by Marcus Pfister. 

 

WE ARE ALL 

UNIQUE 
The Grade1/2’s Integrated Inquiry is focused on 

the concept of Wellbeing and having a sense of 

self, and the importance of being resilient. They 

are also working towards the understanding that 

they are all unique and possess strengths that 

are valuable.  Below are examples of the 

students’ reflection on themselves as learners. 

 

 
Sofia (1/2O) has a strength in singing and would 

like to improve her handwriting. 

 

 
Gus (1/2O) has strengths in climbing trees, 

tennis and drawing.  He would like to improve his 

listening skills. 

 



Project Compassion – 

Caritas Australia 
 

 
 

Each year during Lent, Caritas Australia 

invites us to be part of Project 

Compassion.   

 

This year the focus is 'Going Further' 

encouraging us to make a positive change 

to improve the lives of others, especially in 

the indigenous communities around the 

world, including Australia.   

 

"Going Further" means more than just 

giving something up, it means giving to 

others too, including charities like Caritas.   

 

 

Can you make a change with loose 

change?  

 
By: Lowenna and Laura (Liturgy Leaders) 

 

 

 
 

Look what is possible! 
 

 
 

 
 



Lourdes Victorious on 
the Day! 

 
 

Congratulations to sporting house Lourdes for 
winning the 2020 School Sports Carnival. 
 
Rusby and Ruben, Lourdes Captains, accepted the 
shield on behalf of the team. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 


