
 
NEWSLETTER NO.2  TERM 2  FRIDAY 1S T  MAY,  2020 

Our Vision: 

Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

 

We acknowledge and respect the past and present Elders, the Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander people and custodians of this land the Dja Dja Wurrung 

(Djaara) people. Thank you for protecting and preserving our land Australia in 

the past, for sharing it now and educating us for the future. We pay our 

respects to the Elders of the past, present and future and acknowledge their 

spiritual connection to Country. 

 

Please keep in your prayers the Boldiston and Hillgrove families 

It is with heartfelt sympathy for Jennifer Boldiston and her family that I share the 
news of Jan’s passing. Jennifer’s dear mother Jan Hillgrove passed away suddenly 
on Tuesday night after a massive stroke.  As you all know, Jan volunteered her time 

over recent years by listening to our children read which is something Jenny said 
she gained great joy from. 

I know that you are a close community and will feel the pain of Jenny's 
loss.  Our hearts go out to Jennifer and her family. Understandably Jenny 

is taking some time out.  Together we can pray for healing, comfort, 
strength, and peace as Jenny's family adjusts to the sudden passing of 

Jan. 

Please reach out if you need, and take care.  

 

Dear Parents, Students and Friends,  

As we continue our journey together into term 2 we are confronted by 

the challenges of change and adaption which can create uncertainty and fear.  Our current climate 

rests upon uncertainty more than most changeable circumstances we’ve faced in our lives because 

we can no longer predict and control the outcomes.  

As learners, we constantly experience change and regularly encounter mistakes.  Our responses 

towards making errors are key to growth and development.  Edison once said, “I have not failed. I’ve 

just found 10,000 ways that don’t work.”  It is this growth mindset that we continue to encourage in 

our community.  What we are being asked to do together is new to us all.  May we move forward 

with the view that our mistakes pave opportunity for adaption and enable us to evolve. 

You may have already seen the following letter of encouragement written by a principal based in 

Delhi.  I am sharing it with you to offer some reassurance that you are doing a good job and as 

parents who know your children, you can relax with them and create a rhythm that works for your 

family. 



 

“Dear parents with school aged children,  

You might be inclined to create a minute by minute schedule for your kids. You have high hopes 

of hours of learning, including online activities, science experiments, and book reports. You’ll 

limit technology until everything is done! But here’s the thing… Our kids are just as scared as 

we are right now. Our kids not only can hear everything that is going on around them, but they 

feel our constant tension and anxiety. They have never experienced anything like this before. 

Although the idea of being off of school for weeks sounds awesome, they are probably 

picturing a fun time like summer break, not the reality of being trapped at home and not seeing 

their friends. Over the coming weeks, you will see an increase in behaviour issues with your 

kids. Whether its anxiety, or anger, or protest that they can’t do things normally – it will 

happen. You’ll see more meltdowns, tantrums, and oppositional behaviour in the coming 

weeks. This is normal and expected under these circumstances. What kids need right now is to 

feel comforted and loved. To feel like it’s all going to be ok. And that might mean that you tear 

up your perfect schedule and love on your kids a bit more. Bake cookies and paint pictures. Play 

board games and watch movies. Do a science experiment together or find virtual field trips of 

the zoo. Start a book and read together as a family. Snuggle under warm blankets and do 

nothing. Don’t worry about them regressing in school. Every single kid is in this boat and they 

all will be ok. When we are back in the classroom, we will all course correct and meet them 

where they are. Teachers are experts at this! Don’t pick fights with your kids because they don’t 

want to do math. Don’t scream at your kids for not following the schedule. If I can leave you 

with one thing, it’s this: at the end of all of this, your kids’ mental health will be more important 

than their academic skills. And how they felt during this time will stay with them long after the 

memory of what they did during those weeks is long gone. So keep that in mind, every single 

day.” 

 

There are some parents who may be concerned that their child might fall behind if they disengage or 

deviate from our home learning program.  Some parents are also worried that they haven’t the skills 

to ‘teach’ their children.  Professor John Hattie, a leading educator and Australian Institute for 

Teaching and School Leadership (AITSL) chairman, has good news for parents.  He was also the 

adviser for the New Zealand Qualifications Authority that oversaw school examinations after the 

devastating Christchurch earthquakes of 2011.  Schools there were closed for weeks and most 

students did not have the opportunity for online learning or discussion with teachers.  But results did 

not suffer and high school students did not drop out. Professor Hattie said the difference was that 

teachers focused on "what has to be learned" instead of getting through a lot of curriculum.  So to 

support you and your children, we are doing everything possible for them to engage with their 

learning and with their teachers so that they can do their very best despite the challenges that 

remote learning brings.  

The last sentence of the Delhi Principal’s letter is the most powerful, “how they felt during this time 

will stay with them long after the memory of what they did during those weeks is long gone”.  If you 

need a wellbeing day with your children, do that if you can.  May your time with your children be a 

blessing and create in them a memory of how much you love them and how you taught them the 

values of patience, commitment, service and especially forgiveness. 

  



Learning times 

It is unrealistic to attempt replicating a regular daily program with students following the 9:00 - 3:30pm 

routine.  Family arrangements differ vastly and we aim to provide you with a program that is as flexible as 

possible.  The recommended times for corresponding levels are as follows may be used as a guide: -  

For students in Prep to Year 2, schools should engage in learning programs that include the following:  

o literacy activities that take a total of about 45–60 minutes 

o numeracy activities of around 30–45 minutes 

o additional learning areas, such as Religion, Inquiry and Specialists of 

about 30–45 minutes. 

For students in Years 3 to 6, students should engage in learning programs 

allocated as follows:  

o literacy: 45–60 minutes 

o numeracy: 30–45 minutes 

o physical activities: 30 minutes 

o additional curriculum areas such as Religion, Inquiry and Specialists: 90 minutes. 

Following feedback from you this week you can note the following: 

 We have had many families let us know how much their children value the opportunity to meet online 

with their teachers and we will continue to offer this opportunity to our children. As we approach our 

third week of home learning we hope that this is all running more smoothly for you now. 

 When will the next day’s learning be posted on line?: Year 3-6 teachers will add work into their Google 

Classroom each morning by 8.00am. They will then give further instruction if needed in the morning 

Google Meeting.  Years Prep-Year2 will have the weeks work posted by 8.00am on the Monday for each 

week. 

 Junior school children have started to engage in Google Meetings. ‘Thank you for your patience.  We now 

have this set up in a safe and secure way.  Based on the feedback we have received from families 

throughout the day, we have decided that we will conduct one whole class group meeting per week.  This 

will take place on a Monday morning at 8.45 am for those students who have permission to and wish to 

participate.  Smaller group Google Meet times will be communicated as they are set up. 

 Meet the Principal: It has been a joy meeting your children through joining their morning Google Meeting.  

I hope to have visited all the classes by the end of next week.  

 We have been asked if children can have their own Google Meetings for social purposes.  This is up to you 

however this would need to be set up privately and from your own email addresses.  Our home learning 

portal needs to comply with privacy laws and we are responsible for what happens through this.  Our 

Google Meetings are set by the teachers for wellbeing and learning support.  Setting up of social meetings 

is a parent decision and can be done outside of the school platform. 

 We will continue to refine and develop our online 

learning portal.  Thank you for your feedback so far.  

We take on board your comments and aim to make 

expectations clear.  We invite you to share your 

photographs which we can put into the portal, or 

newsletter if you prefer. 

 



 All Google Meetings will have two adults present and we encourage you to be close by if possible.  Your 

child’s teacher will also be recording each session.  These recordings are stored within our school for 

accountability purposes and will not be shared. 

 

 FUSE is a great online resource with many easy to follow ideas for home learning.  Home Page - FUSE - 

Department of Education & Training  - http://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/ 

 

All ICT questions need to be submitted through our Digital Technologies Parent Forum as 

outlined in the slideshow about St Ambrose School Learning from Home Family Guidelines 

which was emailed to you last week and is found in the portal.  See links below: 

Learning from Home Family Guidelines 

Digital Technologies Parent Forum 

If you have any funny home schooling experiences we could 

share please email them to me. We can keep them anonymous if 

you prefer! 

 

 

 

 

CREATE A FAMILY MURAL 

Buy a canvas from a local cheap shop, and some paints and get together to make an 

artwork together. It could brighten up a room and make a great talking point in your 

home. 

Send me a photo of your creation and let me know if I can post it in the newsletter. Have 

fun! 

Email photos to principal@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au 

 

http://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oLougi1GDCUYLO1YMsRQdr-M1ObgRIAi/view
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdm2zBqWdV8TO3CN8YGz0FmYsKUCIk0INjSWraSyDs_ytsqrQ/viewform


Onsite Program Protocols: 

Children may only attend the onsite Program if given prior 

approval by the Principal. As you know, children are eligible to 

attend if they meet the strict criteria set by the state 

government. For those children attending onsite, we ask that 

you enter via the back door that leads directly into the P-1 R 

room.  The children are required to practice social distancing, 

sanitise regularly and bring all of their own stationery.  We 

provide supervision only and the children will take part in their 

home learning activities whilst here. 

 

Caritas Concert 

On Saturday, May 9, Caritas Australia are hosting a Project Compassion COVID-19 Benefit Concert.  The 

concert will be streamed online and includes Aria award winning artists such as Gary Pinto and Diesel (AKA 

Mark Lizotte).  The details are on our Faith Space under the Social Justice 

tab https://sites.google.com/sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/stambrosefaithspace/social-justice  

 

      School Fees  

We thank you for your efforts to keep payment of fees up to date.  We 

do rely on our fees to cover the costs of curriculum delivery.  Although 

the majority of our students are working from home, our costs to run the 

school are the same and all staff continue to work very hard. 

I would however like to reassure families impacted financially by 

COVID-19 and those suffering financial hardship that we want to assist 

you in every way possible to continue your child’s enrolment at St. 

Ambrose.  As many in our school community grapple with 

unprecedented changes to finances, emotional wellbeing and physical 

health, we have taken a clear position on enrolments.  No parent or 

guardian who wishes their child to receive a Catholic education at St. 

Ambrose will be denied the opportunity to do so because of financial circumstances.  If you have 

concerns about your financial situation, please feel free to contact me so we can explore a 

confidential arrangement to enable your child’s ongoing education at our school.  

 

2021 School Fee Schedule: 

School Family Fee (an annual fee per family)  $1,930.00 

Student Levy (an annual fee per student)  $   495.00 

Total (one student)      $2,425.00 

  

https://sites.google.com/sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/stambrosefaithspace/social-justice


Enrolments for Siblings for 2021 NOW BEING TAKEN 

If you know of anyone who is considering sending their child to St. Ambrose in 2021 ask them to 

contact the office.  We also encourage our current families, who have a child starting in Prep in 2021 

to email Justine via office@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au for an Enrolment Pack.  It will assist us with 

our planning for 2021 to have enrolments in ASAP. 

At this stage, enrolments for the 2021 school year will close on Friday 28th August, 2020. 

SHC Enrolments for Year 7 2022 Now Due 

If you plan to send your child to SHC Kyneton in 2022, enrolments are now due in as per flyer later in 

this newsletter. 

 

St. Ambrose ‘Learning from Home’ Portal 

Our amazing staff continue to develop our online home learning portal.  As time goes on we 

hope that you find using this portal along with Google Classrooms for the middle and senior 

students a positive experience.  We all have varied I.T. skill sets.  The more we become 

familiar with the platform, the easier it will become. 

 

Attendance during Home Learning Period & Student 

Absence  

We are required to record student attendance each morning. This 

will be done after Google Meetings if they are scheduled and by the 

teacher in the morning.  If your child is not participating in home 

learning on any given day we ask that you submit an Absence 

Explanation Notice via CareMonkey as you usually would. To keep 

this process uniform we ask that you always submit student 

absences via CareMonkey.  If you don’t submit an absence, we will 

assume that your child is present on the day. 

 

Sunshine Online 

We have purchased the rights to use this valuable resource. The link which gives 

you access to a wide range of enticing levelled reading books has been provided 

in our portal.  These e books have over 1000 interactive activities that focus on 

phonics, comprehension, fluency, spelling and writing. 

We ask that you encourage your children to read for enjoyment every day.  This will also 

support them to continue to develop their reading strategies and skills. 

 

Thank you Bernadette Keating for supplying our staff with a lovely morning tea on Tuesday! 

 

mailto:office@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au


 

16 March Luke C 

17 March Tyler T 

20 March Felix D 

  Harry S 

21 March Sophie I 

  Will P 

22 March Ben L 

23 March Max S 

24 March Alani F 

25 March Angus N 

25 March Paddy L 

26 March Hunter R 

28 March Dash B 

29 March Buster C 

31 March Micah W 

1 April  Emily B 

6 April  Catalina B 

7 April  Hunter C 

  Aidan W 

8 April  Anouk R 

9 April  Holly M 

 

10 April Emilie S 

11 April Elle S 

12 April Jorel L 

  Max N 

13 April Gracie C 

  Ben N 

  Patrick C 

14 April Madison M 

18 April Asher J 

24 April Jim G 

25 April Mason L 

  Hayden G 

27 April William B 

29 April Walter G 

  Cooper L 

  Ava R 

2 May  Alexandra M 

  George S 

  Lachlan M 

3 May  Chiara M 

 

Week Two  

Here are some snippets from pieces of writing from 3/4C 
students Mason and Siena: 
 

3rd PARAGRAPH: We can reduce waste by recycling 

most things that you find in your homes like glass, 

paper, tins, paper can be reused for drawing. Glass 

can be turned into vases, tins can be recycled and melted. 

Magazines can be reused and put on display. Plastic bottles 

can be turned into plant containers. Recycling all these things 

helps save energy and it also reduces greenhouse gas 

emissions and this can help tackle climate change. 

 

Conclusion: We should recycle because if we do we are 

helping the environment to stay clean. Recycling is fun as we 

can reuse things to make better things. Remember, recycling 

is important as it can affect all parts of our environment. 

Recycling means a better cleaner world.  

 

by Siena M 

 

Why we should have longer food breaks. 

Secondly, you need food for your brain. Research shows 

that students are able to learn better when they are well-

nourished. Eating healthy meals means higher grades. 

Because 

you are getting higher grades this will make up for the 

time lost by taking longer breaks.  By Mason H 

 
Mason (3/4C) made a basketball ring and scoreboard using recycled materials as part of our 

inquiry unit on sustainability. 



 

Mia preparing a meal as part of the Eucharist unit 

 
 

 

“Robot Land”by Zach H 

Nick has been practising his narrative writing. Kai & Ruby on Anzac Day 

 
Saila has created a dog run  

 

 

William B 

celebrating his 

birthday 

“COVID-

19”style. 



Joel learning Kanji symbols 
 
Over the coming weeks, we would like to be able to publish student articles 
about what they have been up to, how they are making the most of self-
isolation and share with us some fun activities while they are limited to staying 
home.  If you would like to participate in this, please sent your article and 
maybe a photo to myself via email, principal@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au 
 
Again, on behalf of all the staff, thank you for being such great parents in 
supporting your children during this time. We appreciate that for many of you 
it is challenging.  Take the opportunity to get to know your child/ren as 
learners and make the most of getting to know the teachers and staff who are 
doing their best, under the circumstances to support your children via the 
internet. 
 

Take care of yourselves, 
Kind regards,  
 
Bronwyn Phillips 
Principal   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

guidelines 
 
 
 

 All ESO Google Meets need to be pre-Planned and approved by the class teacher  

 Children need to be in home living areas for all Google Meets not in bedrooms  

 For whole class Google Meets, class teacher needs an ESO present  

 It is up to the class teacher to decide with their ESO how they will work the Google Meets  

 Please ensure class teacher is in the Google Meet before joining. If teacher is not present, remove 

students first, then yourself from the Meet and rejoin once teacher is present.  

 For small group Google Meets two staff present is preferable. If this is not possible then a parent 

needs to be in the background.  

 ALL GOOGLE MEETS NEED TO BE RECORDED  

 ESO’s may have 1-1 or small group Google Meets if they are comfortable doing this, only if approved 

by the class teacher and if a parent is present.  

 All student emails need to be referred to the classroom teacher.    

mailto:principal@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au


 
 
 

 
  



 


