
 

NEWSLETTER NO.6  TERM 2   

FRIDAY 29TH MAY,  2020 

Our Vision: 
Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

Upcoming dates 

Tuesday, 9th June Year 3-6 students come back to school 

Friday 26th June Term 2 Concludes at 2.30 pm. Reports go home 

  

"We are honoured to be on the ancestral lands of the Dja Dja Wurrung people. We acknowledge the First 
Australians as the traditional custodians of lands, waterways and skies of this ever growing and beautiful 
continent, whose cultures are among the oldest living cultures in human history. We pay respect to the Elders 
of this community, extend our recognition to their descendants and share our understanding and kindness."  

Reconciliation Week:   

St. Ambrose is a community of learners 
who honour the sacred dignity of all 
and embrace differences and diversity. 
We fly the flag of the Aboriginal 
peoples of Australia who are the 
traditional custodians of our land to 
show our respect towards them. (We 
are waiting for an additional flagpole so 
that we can also fly the Torres Strait 
Island flag). This week is Reconciliation 
Week. The following prayer echoes our 
pledge to create a more peaceful and equitable world. 

Mass Live-streamed with Fr. Martin 

Father Martin has been concelebrating mass with Fr Vinoth at St Brigid's Parish in Gisborne.  You can find the 

live stream and recordings on the St Brigid's Gisborne Facebook page https://tinyurl.com/y9rrt2nb. It's nice to 

see a familiar face and hear a familiar voice celebrating Mass. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://tinyurl.com/y9rrt2nb


 

Dear God, 

We thank you for the survival of indigenous cultures 
and we are sorry for the suffering that they have 
endured. 

Give us the courage to accept the realities of our 
history so that we may build a better future for our 
nation.  

Teach us to respect all cultures. 
Teach us to care for our land and waters. 
Help us to share justly the resources of this land. 
Help us to bring about spiritual and social change 
to improve the quality of life for all groups in our communities, especially the disadvantaged. 
Amen. 

We are between Laudato Si’ Week 16 - 24 May and National 

Reconciliation Week 27 May – 3 June. We transition from 

celebrating caring for creation to acknowledging caring for 

country. We connect with creation in different ways...  

Many indigenous cultures hold that nature is sacred, humans 
and the rest of creation are kin, and identity is found through 
active relationships with the land 

 ‘As Australians, we are all here, 
woven into this country. As part 
of our reconciliation journey, 
there are truths to tell, stories to 
celebrate, and relationships to 
grow. Reconciliation is at the 
heart of our nation’s future.’ 

 

 

“It is essential to show special care for 

indigenous communities and their cultural 

traditions. They are not merely one 

minority among others, but should be the 

principal dialogue partners, especially when 

large projects affecting their land are 

proposed. For them, land is not a 

commodity but rather a gift from God and 

from their ancestors who rest there, a 

sacred space with which they need to 

interact if they are to maintain their 

identity and values. When they remain on 

their land, they themselves care for it 

best….. (Laudato Si’ n. 146) Pope Francis 2015 



BACK to School!  

What a joy it is to be welcoming our children back into the school! It has been delightful visiting the junior 

school classrooms to meet your children and witness the healthy buzz of a settled group enjoying their 

learning. Our children give life and purpose to our school 

and we are all thrilled to be working directly with them 

again. We hope that your children are enjoying being 

back at school and that they feel supported and cared 

for. Congratulations and thank you for the outstanding 

job that you have done teaching your children from 

home. It is fantastic to see our children walking into 

school independently as well as sharing stories about 

what they have been doing at home. 

As we support our students to make a smooth transition 

we make social and emotional wellbeing a priority. We 

are also focusing on: 

Re-establishing routine, structure and 
communication as well as using home 
learning experiences to build student confidence. 

The unprecedented level of responsibility that school students of all ages have had to 

embrace, is worth both celebrating and harnessing as a vehicle for teaching and learning 

conversations.  We will continue to develop learning dispositions and students’ self-direction 

capabilities. We aim to build on these new levels of confidence and autonomy creating a safe 

and supportive learning environment where students are 

challenged to strive for success. 

Planning for inclusion and reducing anxiety. 

Clear communication and planning are ways to reduce 

anxiety around the transition process for everyone. 

Planning for inclusion by designing teaching and learning 

activities to cater for the needs of all students is always at 

the forefront of our work. 

Sharing and exploring home learning 
experiences when appropriate. 

We will make time to explore and learn about our 

students’ experiences, particularly home-learning 

experiences, both for pastoral and teaching and learning reasons. We will allow the 

necessary time and space for our children to readjust to school-based learning.  

We all learn by thinking about, and reflecting 

on, things we have experienced and done in 

our lives.  

A strengthened school-family relationship. 

We will continue to consolidate, and even extend, our 

communication strategies and structures with you. For 

example, greater parent and carer understanding of content 

could facilitate establishment of more meaningful student 

learning goals and better support systems at home. For 

students with significant additional needs, learning support 

teams and processes provide an obvious vehicle to make use 

of this increased shared understanding with parents and carers 

to further refine, modify and adapt individual learning programs. 



 

Well done and thank you again for the great job that you have done to support your child’s continuity of 

learning. Our children have settled beautifully this week and have embraced every opportunity to read, write 

and show off their skills. There is so much to celebrate! 

Parent-Student-Teacher Conversations 

We will schedule Parent-Student-Teacher conversations this year at the end of term 3. This 

will enable teachers to give accurate and relevant information about your child’s progress and 

as well as discuss areas for future growth. For those of you who would like to meet with your 

child/ren’s teachers at the end of this term you may book a Google Meet via Caremonkey to 

be sent out next week. This is optional. Our teachers have been in regular contact with you 

during this remote learning period however we understand that some of you may want to 

check in again or debrief with teachers. As previously communicated, a modified semester 1 

report will go home on the final day of this term. 

Adding a Splash of Colour! 

We are in the process of brightening up our school which you may 

have noticed! We hope that the addition of colour lifts the spirits of 

our children and makes our school feel even more inviting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Help is Needed ! 

We have also ordered ten colourful beanbags for your children’s comfort and 

to make the library area more inviting. We need someone with a trailer or van 

to pick them up from 291 Maribyrnong Rd Ascot Vale. The bean bags are 

already filled.  If you can help us out please email me on 

principal@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au. 

Social Distancing 

Thank you for your efforts in complying with our guidelines to maintain social distancing when 

dropping off and picking up your children as well as staying off the school premises as much as 

possible. We would like to allow families to follow their usual routines as much as practical. We 

therefore ask that you act strictly within the guidelines we have set out so that we don’t need to adopt 

a staggered drop off and pick up procedure when the senior school students return. Teachers have 

observed that their students have matured and developed further independence as they have 

witnessed children walking to and from their classrooms on their own. Bravo children!  

As per our guidelines we ask that at pick up time you remain inside your car until you see 

your child/ren approaching. You may then step out of the car to greet and assist them if needed. 

When you are out of your car make sure you keep a safe distance from others. Thank you. 



Dispositions of Great Teachers 

 Communicate Clearly 

 Listen 

 Friendly 

 Patient 

 Have a Strong Work Ethic 

 Organised 

 Prepared 

 Disciplined 

 Celebrate Mistakes: Teachable 
Moments 

 Appreciate Differences 

 Relay Feedback 
 
I feel privileged to have been appointed as your Principal and I plan to honour the great trust placed 

in me to do the very best that I can to lead and support our talented and dedicated team in their work. 

Indeed they do reflect the above qualities in the way they have worked together and in partnership 

with you to allow continuity of learning from home. We have had many meetings over the past weeks, 

all in the spirit of developing ourselves to continue to master our craft.  I congratulate and affirm our 

capable staff on their tremendous work. From planning adjustments to cater for varied needs to 

collaborating together to produce our ‘Happy’ video, whatever I have asked of them they have 

willingly and enthusiastically worked hard to do a super job. 

 Staff say Thankyou to Mrs. Geisler & Mrs. Boldiston 

The wonderful work of Mrs. Debbie Geisler and Mrs. Jennifer Boldiston in 

leading the school over three terms was recognised by a very appreciative 

staff who commended Debbie and Jennifer on the great job that they did. 

Indeed I am most fortunate to be working with such a capable team. I 

sincerely thank the staff also for their warm and thoughtful welcome. We are 

looking forward to the next chapter of 

St. Ambrose! 

 

Visitors Sign in and Out Register 

If you have permission to enter the school premises beyond the front office, we ask that you sign in 

and out in the visitor’s book as per usual. Sanitiser is available for your use when doing this. 

Bell Times 

Your children have said that they are enjoying the classical music playing as they get ready for their learning. A 

number of bells have been removed and others have been replaced with gentle music. We hope that this 

amended schedule is calming and easy for the children to follow. We aim to give your children exposure to 

and an appreciation of classical as well as other music genres during our, “Getting Ready for Learning” time. 

 



 

 
DEFIB UNIT NOW ON SITE AT ST. AMBROSE  
 

The school has purchased an automated external defibrillator (AED) to 

keep onsite at the school in the case of a medical emergency. All our 

school staff are trained in Level 2 first aid which involves the use of a 

defib machine if CPR is required. Using an AED greatly increases the 

chances of saving a life (up to 70%) in a life or death situation. 

 

The AED machine is mounted on the wall in the corridor directly outside 

the staff room leading to the staff car park across to the Church. We'd 

encourage all our school community to be aware of this in case it is ever 

needed in an emergency. 

Student Family Wellbeing: Peaceful Kids  

There are a number of ideas to assist your child to relax and release anxiety. 
You could try the exercise pictured. The following link gives a series of 
simple meditations that you may like to do together as a family. 
 

 
https://www.peacefulkids.com.au/meditations1.html   

 

https://www.peacefulkids.com.au/meditations1.html


 

Principal’s Choice:  

Reconciliation Week 

Walking footprint bookmarks. Make a personalised bookmark 

by using your footprint. Either trace around your feet or make a 

footprint with coloured paint on paper. Write a personal 

message about reconciliation onto the footprint and cut it out. 

Onsite Program Protocols:  

If you need to utilise the onsite supervision facility here at St. Ambrose please let me know via email if this is 
the case. Children may only attend the onsite Program if given prior approval by the Principal.  As you know, 
children are eligible to attend if they meet the strict criteria set by the state government.  For those Year 3-6 
children attending onsite, we ask that you enter via the external door which leads in the Year 5-6 M room.  
The children are required to sanitise regularly and bring all of their own stationery.  We provide supervision 
only and the children will take part in their home learning activities whilst here.  
 

23 May Jessica F (P/1M) 

24 May Paige H (P/1TA) 

26 May Danny S (5/6R) 

28 May Georgia J (5/6R) 

30 May Pip A (1/2E) 

  Rachael F (5/6R) 

 

It’s Time to Enrol NOW for 2021! 

If you know of anyone who is considering sending their child to St. Ambrose in 2021 ask them to contact the office.  We 

also encourage our current families, who have a child starting in Prep in 2021 to email Justine via 

office@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au for an Enrolment Pack.  It will assist us with our planning for 2021 to have 

enrolments in ASAP. 

At this stage, enrolments for the 2021 school year will now close on Friday 24th July, 2020 however we do advise to 

enrol ASAP as places are limited. 

Let us enact the spirit of Pentecost as we continue to work towards 

Reconciliation. 

The new language of the Holy Spirit is also a force for unity among the peoples of the world. This force was clearly 

demonstrated on the day of Pentecost, when crowds of people in Jerusalem heard the apostles speaking to them in 

every language. It was a miracle of understanding. Not only did they understand what the words meant, but they 

also understood the message for their own lives. For it is our daily life, our human behaviour, that is the most 

fundamental language of all. Our actions speak louder than our words, and everything we say and do is an act of 

communication. If our lives are guided by the Spirit, then we are speaking the new language of God, and that 

language will bring people to unity and peace. 

  

mailto:office@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au


We live today in a world that is still not free from conflict and trouble. Every war represents a failure to 

communicate, a failure to understand, a failure to reach out in hope to one another. It could well be that we, too, are 

part of that failure. Contemplate: Am I able to speak to my fellow human beings? Am I able to speak to my 

enemies? Am I able to let them speak to me? Come, Holy Spirit, and renew the face of the earth. 

 

Kind regards,  

Bronwyn Phillips 
 
Bronwyn Phillips   
Principal   
 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

   

           

 



      

Emmy’s ball toss arcade game  Sophie made a billy cart                     Maeve’s upcycled clothes 

      

Aidan gets dressed up      Anouk marked the time     Mason’s bird house     Will’s arcade game 

    on her sundial 

 

 



 


