
 

NEWSLETTER NO.7  TERM 2   

FRIDAY 29TH MAY,  2020 

Our Vision: 
Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

Upcoming dates 

Tuesday 9th June Year 3-6 students come back to school 

Friday 26th June Term 2 Concludes at 2.30 pm. Reports go home 

Monday 13th July Term 3 Begins! 

Tuesday 9th June – Friday 12th June All library books to be returned for sanitising – see Caremonkey 

"We are honoured to be on the ancestral lands of the Dja Dja Wurrung 
people. We acknowledge the First Australians as the traditional 
custodians of lands, waterways and skies of this ever growing and 
beautiful continent, whose cultures are among the oldest living cultures 
in human history. We pay respect to the Elders of this community, 
extend our recognition to their descendants and share our 
understanding and kindness."  

Play is a Child’s 

Work 

Open my eyes and 

heart, Lord, 

to see the whimsy, 

to take part in the 

play,  

to enjoy my life 

and to laugh often. 

Dear Families, 

Parishioners and 

Friends, 

How lovely it was to see the joy on our children’s 

faces as they danced with the last of the autumn 

fall. It is the simple things that awaken the spirit 

and playfulness in us all. Children are innate 

scientists and love to experience the sights, 

scents, sounds, and textures of the outdoors. 

Nature provides countless opportunities for 

discovery, creativity, problem-solving, relaxation 

and fun. Interacting with natural environments 

allows children to learn by doing and experiment 

with ideas.  

This week our 5/6 students learned about St Kateri Tekakwitha who is considered a patroness of the 

environment. She was brought up as a Native American and used the natural materials around her 



environment to design and make necklaces, rosary beads, crosses, and other resources to show her 

faith. Pictured above is a stunning cross crafted by Kaidon W and further on Harry W’s cross. 

Our students were asked to find something in their natural environment that reminds them of the 
presence of God in his creations.   

We hope that in spite of the challenges home learning presented that you were also able to enjoy 

time with your children immersed in the spectacular natural environment we have at our doorstep 

here in beautiful Woodend. 

Indeed, the past couple of months has called us all to rethink and redesign the way that we live our 

lives. I am coming to know a community who are willing to cooperate and support each other to adapt 

to changing circumstances. Thank you our families, staff and children for your flexibility and for the 

effort you have put in to adjusting the way you normally do things to learn new ways of doing and 

being. As all of our students make the transition back into our school may we take a moment to 

reflect upon what we have learned, what we want to bring with us and what we want to let go of. 

Together we will continue to learn and grow in a way that nurtures the greater good of each other and 

the earth. 

 

Social Distancing at Drop off & Pick up Times: Please Note 

As some of the Covid-19 restrictions have been relaxed we are called to remain vigilant. In order to 

minimise the risk of the virus getting into our school we ask that you strictly adhere to our guidelines – 

Return to School Guidelines.  The greatest risk of spreading infection is through adults. As much as 

we love to see you, we ask that you do not come onsite unless necessary and you have pre-arranged 

your visit with your child’s teacher or the office.  

A reminder that Templeton Street drop off and pickups are for families who are not going onto the 

school grounds or needing to park for longer than a few minutes. It will be more critical from Tuesday 

June 9th that you drop off and pick up promptly from Templeton Street to allow for the greater 

volume of traffic to move through effortlessly as well as safely. If you need to park for longer than a 

few minutes or if you have arranged to go in to the office you will need to park in Anslow or Urquhart 

Street.  

https://sites.google.com/sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/stambrose-learningfromhome/home%23h.4q5bs7t8830m


Thank you for your efforts in complying with our guidelines to maintain social distancing when 

dropping off and picking up your children as well as staying off the school premises as much as 

possible. We would like to allow families to follow their usual routines as much as practical. We 

therefore ask that you act strictly within the guidelines we have set out so that we don’t need to adopt 

a staggered drop off and pick up procedure when the senior school students return on Tuesday. 

Teachers have observed that their students have matured and developed further independence as 

they have witnessed children walking to and from their classrooms on their own. Bravo children!  

As per our guidelines we ask that at pick up time you remain inside your car until you see 

your child/ren approaching. You may then step out of the car to greet and assist them if needed. 

When you are out of your car make sure you keep a safe distance from others. Thank you. 

Students are supported in their Learning through a 

Whole-Small-Whole Approach 

I have really enjoyed meeting our junior school children as I 

have visited the classrooms. Their teachers have done a super 

job settling them into their regular routine. With these routines 

established and children feeling relaxed they are in a good 

position to learn. We use a Whole-Small-Whole approach to our 

teaching where after a whole class lesson children work in 

smaller focused teaching groups to consolidate their learning. 

Teachers work closely with the children to support them in 

achieving their learning goals from their point of need.  

We follow this approach in our reading hour, writing hour and 
numeracy hour where all students work regularly with their 
teachers in small targeted focus teaching groups.  
  
As educators we are 
constantly evolving and 

further refining the following teaching and learning 
aspirations: 
 
1. Effective teachers set and communicate clear lesson goals 
to help students understand the success criteria, commit to 
the learning, and provide the appropriate mix of success and 
challenge. 
 
2. Effective teachers plan and deliver structured lessons 
which incorporate a series of clear steps and transitions 
between them, and scaffold learning to build students’ 
knowledge and skills.  
 
3. Effective teachers use explicit teaching to provide instruction, demonstrate concepts and build 
student knowledge and skills. In explicit teaching practice, teachers show students what to do and 
how to do it, and create opportunities in lessons for students to demonstrate understanding and apply 
the learning. 
 
4. Effective teachers set and communicate clear lesson goals 
to help students understand the success criteria, commit to 
the learning, and provide the appropriate mix of success and 
challenge. 
 
5. Effective teachers use worked examples to reduce student 
cognitive load, enabling them to focus on understanding a 
process which leads to an answer, not the answer itself. 
 



  

 

 It is inspiring to witness our 
teachers & ESO’s working so 
skilfully to meet the learning needs 
of their students. 
 

Student Voice/Agency  

At St. Ambrose we place value and 
importance on allowing our students to 
have a voice in their learning. As part of 
our Annual Action Plan we will continue 
to work on improving how we enable 
student agency and voice.  

Our home learning period was a good 
opportunity for our children to learn 
through their interests and passions as 
well as through their play. Cooper and 
Anouk are pictured with their Arcade 
Games which they made from recycled 
materials.  

We have learned more about your children’s interests and passions from the way that they have 
engaged with the home learning experiences. This will assist us to work more effectively with our 
students.  

 



To enable student voice and student agency when our 
children are back in the rhythm of school life, it is our aim 
that. 

 Students are learning through activities that are 
meaningful and relevant to them, as much as possible 
driven by their interests and, when able, self-initiated 
with appropriate guidance from teachers.  

 

 Students have a voice and often, choice, in how they 
learn. 

 

We are very happy that our senior school children will be 
joining us again from Tuesday June 9th. I hear that they are 
looking forward to being with their friends and teachers 
again! 

 

Letters to the Principal   

Thankyou children for your well 
written and informative letters. You 
have all made me feel very 
welcome and I am delighted to be 
working with you at your special 
school. I have learned more about 
you during my visits to your 
classrooms. I also came to know 
the year 3-4 pupils when I read 
their introductory letters. We have 
so many talents amongst our 
students! I will be sure to come 
and see you in class next week 
and hear more about you and your 
ideas about how we can continue 
to create an awesome school 
environment!                                                          

   

 

Parent-Student-Teacher Conversations 

We will schedule Parent-Student-Teacher conversations this year 

at the end of term 3. This will enable teachers to give accurate and 

relevant information about your child’s progress and as well as 

discuss areas for future growth. For those of you who would like to 

meet with your child/ren’s teachers at the end of this term you may 

book a Google Meet via Caremonkey. These meetings are 

optional. Our teachers have been in regular contact with you 

during this remote learning period however we understand that 

some of you may want to check in again or debrief with teachers. 

As previously communicated, a modified semester 1 report will go 

home on the final day of this term. 



A Splash of Colour and  
some Extra Comfort in the Library 

We hope that your children enjoy our beautiful library 

space even more with the addition of our new vinyl 

bean bags! 

Wet Mornings 

If your children arrive before 8.45 am and it is raining, 

they may enter via their classroom external door and 

leave their bags in their bag area before going into the 

corridor outside the Year 3-4 classrooms where they 

will be supervised between 8.30 and 8.45. Children 

may go into their classrooms from 8.45am when the 

music starts to signal their get ready for learning time. 

 
 
 

 

Child Safety  

There are seven child safe standards which we mindfully 
adhere to in order to ensure our children’s safety is respected:  
 

 Standard 1: Governance and leadership. 

 Standard 2: Clear commitment to child safety. 

 Standard 3: Code of conduct. 

 Standard 4: Human resource practices. 

 Standard 5: Responding and reporting. 

 Standard 6: Risk management and mitigation. 

 Standard 7: Empowering children. 

 

You may read more about these standards online. During this period of 
Covid-19 we have two cleaners onsite each day to disinfect and clean 
areas several times each day throughout the school. 
 

 

School Uniform & Headwear at St. Ambrose 

In accordance with our school policy on uniform, our students are 

required to wear the correct uniform to school. If this is not possible on 

some occasions we ask that you write a letter of explanation to your child’s teacher.  

We encourage children to keep their hair clean and tidy. If hair falls below shoulder length it should 

be tied or plaited.  

Students may wear navy hair ties, navy ribbons, navy scrunchies or navy headbands with the 

purpose of keeping their hair off their faces or for tying it back.  

Thank you for your co-operation.  



Coats 

As we have moved into winter we ask that your children wear 

the school fleece or jumper and we recommend that they also 

bring a coat and school beanie to school (We will be adding a 

navy coat to the school uniform so if you are going to 

purchase a new coat for your child we ask that you purchase a 

navy one. We will allow a two year transition time. In the 

meantime your child may wear any colour coat).  Unless it is 

raining, we allow children to play outside at recess and lunch 

time to have a stretch and get some fresh air. Given it is now 

winter time and that we are in Woodend a coat and school 

beanie would allow children (particularly the younger children) 

to play comfortably when it is cold. 

Visitors Sign In and Out Register 

If you have permission to enter the school premises beyond 

the front office, we ask that you sign in and out in the visitor’s 

book as per usual. Sanitiser is available for your use when doing this. During this time we are 

required to strictly limit the number of adults who enter the building. Thank you for your 

understanding. 

Onsite Program :  

Your children have been working 
hard. It has been lots of fun 
seeing the different head attire 
over google meets! They are all 
looking forward to meeting up 
with their friends when onsite 
classes resume next week! 

 

 
 
1 June James C (5/6R) 
2 June Sascha H (P/1R) 
3 June Xavier M (1/2O) 
4 June Ileana C (1/2E) 
5 June Poppy Q (1/2O) 
6 June Archie S (P/1T) 
 

Mass Live-streamed with Fr. Martin 

Father Martin has been concelebrating mass with Fr Vinoth at St Brigid's Parish in 

Gisborne.  You can find the live stream and recordings on the St Brigid's Gisborne 

Facebook page https://tinyurl.com/y9rrt2nb. It's nice to see a familiar face and hear 

a familiar voice celebrating Mass. 

 

https://tinyurl.com/y9rrt2nb


Social Emotional Wellness 

One of the most rewarding experiences as educators is to see 
children grow not only academically but also socially and 
emotionally. We constantly reflect upon, ‘Why and what is going on 
for them?’ For all of us as parents, we seek the best for our children, 
that they are safe, secure and happy. That they are learning, 
developing and growing. Are they feeling safe, loved, respected, 
secure, included?  Are they understood? Do their thoughts matter? 
Do they feel confident and that they belong? 
 
As educators, we not only look at your child but all of our children. 
As a school, we are one very large family made up of all sorts of 
characters. Each character helping to build the character of the other 
through their successes and challenges. What our children are 
learning now through their interaction with others are hopefully life 
skills. Skills that will provide them with social and emotional 
strategies that set them up for success and to better cope with challenges into the future. We hope that our 
children feel calm, good, free and well as depicted in Ben C’s artwork most of the time and that they feel that 
they can seek help when they need to. 
 
With the current turmoil in the world, it is our collective hope that from the suffering and torment we move into 
a time of tolerance, harmony and co-operation. 
 

 Ephesians 4:31-32 - Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, 

along with every form of malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving 

each other, just as in Christ God forgave you  . 

God help us to change. 

To change ourselves and to change our world. 

To know the need for it. To deal with the pain of it. 

To feel the joy of it. 

To undertake the journey without understanding the destination. 

The art of gentle revolution. 

 

Amen.  Michael Leunig 

Bronwyn Phillips 

Principal   

                                                 

 
 

Seth & Matthew with their 

unleavened bread made for their RE unit. 

Noah made some origami 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=eph+4:31-32


Two wonderful poems by Chiara about the seasons and Chloe Q about Maddie and Tiger 
 

So many reasons to love the Seasons 
 

Summer, 

Hot sun is shining , 

Out across the bay, 

Let's all go swimming, 

What a lovely day. 

 

Autumn 

Golden the leaves turn, 

Then they begin to fall, 

A crisp frost on a tree fern, 

We love it all. 

 

Winter 

Snow is deep, 

The air is a cold fan, 

A white fluffy heap, 

Pulled together makes a snowman. 

 

Spring 

The plants begin to grow, 

Birds resume 

their singing, 

The grass needs a mow, 

A great time to go picnicking. 

So many reasons to love the Seasons 

Maddie and Tiger 
 

Maddie and Tiger are the best of friends, 

And always together even when the day ends. 
 

At Maddie’s tea parties Tiger drinks his hot milk and cake. 

Whilst Maddie continues to bake. 
 

On the red swing Maddie and Tiger fly, 

Reaching up to the oak tree leaves high, high, high. 
 

They like to ride on the rocking horse, 

Maddie gallops and Tiger has to hang on tight, of course! 
 

They read a story together at night, 

Then they turn off the light and say don’t let the bed bugs bite! 

Good night! 
 

Under the covers and over the hill 

Tiger is there with Maddie still. 
 



Hi parents,  

With all of the changes to learning over the 

past few months, we are very excited to 

inform you that St Ambrose's School and 

Library have signed up for the MS Readathon this August. And we’re asking all parents 

to sign up your children, as it provides a great opportunity for us to come together as a 

community and continue to engage with them in fun and exciting ways.   

For 42 years now the MS Readathon has been sparking a love of reading in Australian 

students, bringing together the wonder of books and the inspiration of fundraising to 

create a difference in the lives of families who need it.  

The MS Readathon doesn’t just inspire a love of reading, it’s a lovely way for kids to 

help other kids, whose parents live with multiple sclerosis. And, with the greater 

vulnerability people with MS have faced this year, giving them extra support is very 

much needed. 

You know how important reading is for young minds and your decision to sign up 

means that more children will grow their love of reading, but you are also paving the 

way for kids to help other kids who have a parent with multiple sclerosis. 

You can sign up your child for free to be part of this year's MS Readathon 

here: https://www.msreadathon.org.au/register-2020 

You can choose to join St Ambrose's School and Library during the registration 

process. Students are welcome to enjoy our library books whilst at school but at this 

stage we are unable to offer take home borrowing. 

Any library or school books you may still have at home can be returned to the tubs 

outside the office between Tuesday 9 June and Friday 12 June 2020. 

If you've already registered your child for the MS Readathon, make sure you head to 

their dashboard and click the 'Join a School/Class' button to connect them to St 

Ambrose's School and Library!   

Thank you. 

Tracey Paton 

 

 

 

https://readathon.cmail20.com/t/j-l-gtruju-tuutxljhy-ydd/


 

 

 

 

 


