
 

NEWSLETTER NO.1 TERM 3  

FRIDAY 24T H JULY, 2020 

Our Vision: 
Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 
 

Student Free Day ï Staff professional learning 31 August 2020 

School Photos 11 September 2020 

End of Term 3 ï dismissal 2.30pm 18 September 2020 

 

 

Dear Lord 
I arise today,                                
in your strength to uplift me, 
in your power to direct me, 
in your love to enfold me, 
in your wisdom o guide me, 
in your way to lead me 
this and every day. 
Amen.     
We acknowledge and respect Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people  
as the traditional custodians of the land upon which we gather. 
We pay our respects to the Elders of the past, present and future 
and acknowledge their spiritual connection to Country. 

 
Dear Families, Parishioners and Friends, 

óAt the very heart of every Catholic School is a desire for 

the full flourishing of each student across religious,  

physical, cognitive, emotional, and social domains.ô 

(Horizons of Hope) It is our hope that we enable student 

voice and advocacy in many ways. We resumed our 

fortnightly assemblies on Monday afternoon via google 

meets in order for our student leaders to connect with the 

classrooms. Awards and birthdays were announced at 

this time. We are moving towards supporting our students 

to lead these assemblies to allow students a voice, build 

their confidence as well as to enable our year six students 

to evolve as leaders. Laura G one of our school captains 

opened this assembly with a prayer then all of our leaders 



introduced themselves to the classes. I congratulate our children on rising to the challenge and 

doing a fine job. 

Another area we are developing to enable our children to flourish is our approach to teaching our 

students how to regulate their emotions and behave positively particularly when challenged. Our staff 

will undertake professional development in, óPositive Behaviour for Learning (PBL)ô. This is:  

¶ a school-wide organisational framework for supporting positive behaviour. 

¶ underpinned by strong evidence and data spanning 25 years bringing together the fields of 

behaviour knowledge and implementation science. 

¶ based on the notion that knowledge of behaviour  must be embedded within a rigorous 

systematic framework supported by expert external coaches. 

¶ Direct teaching of behavioural expectations. 

¶ Direct teaching of behavioural expectations  

We reinforce positive behaviour as we teach expected behaviours, look for expected behaviours and 

reinforce (acknowledge) expected 

behaviours. 

The training will support a whole 

school/community approach to: 

1. Create Expectations: a motto, behaviour 

matrix  

2. Teach Expectations  

3. Reinforce Expectations  

4. Accountability to Expectations  

We will keep you informed of our progress. 

 

STEM Education at St. Ambrose: Some food for thought.   

One of the main important aspects of our students 

learning through STEM is that they are also 

learning the life skills of communication, 

perseverance, experimenting and failing but then 

exploring ways to solve problems that can also be 

applied in their daily lives. They learn how to listen 

to othersô ideas and to determine solutions as a 

team in a collaborative fashion.  

International research is showing that those who 

learn through STEM are more likely to be 

employable in the future. 



It is important that we support our students to continue learning through STEM education to engage 

them in purposeful learning and to provide them with further opportunities for future employment. 

So how can we support our children to become the innovators, great communicators, problem solvers 

and educators? 

How can we encourage them to think outside the box, to be 

creative and critical in their thinking and to improve their attitudes 

and motivation to learn through STEM education? 

One of the ways we can do this is to link Science, Maths, 

Engineering and Design and Technology with their interests and 

passions and to the global world around them. This includes their 

hobbies, sports or other interests.  

Putting learning into context for children means they are able to 

see the connections and the impact that STEM has on their daily 

life and how it can provide them with opportunities in their future. 

We know through five decades of research that parent 

engagement impacts student learning outcomes and that 

learning connections are happening everywhere, between learning at home, at school and in the 

community. There are very simple every-day activities that can be linked with STEM such as gardening, 

cooking, shopping, home science experiments, lego, board or computer games, having a part time job 

and many more. Indeed throughout the home learning period last term you were doing all of these 

things as you do incidentally or purposefully whilst your children are growing up. 

Linking cooking with science and maths for example ï if you refer to cooking a meal as an experiment 

that children can learn from, they begin to see the 

connections between science at school and how it 

impacts their world. There is plenty of maths in cooking, 

from purchasing the ingredients to measuring the 

correct amounts, to how long the food needs to cook. 

Making these connections provides students with more 

of an understanding of why they are learning through 

STEM and that it is ok to experiment, make mistakes 

and keep persevering to solve any problems along the 

way.  

Setting the scene for learning at home is all that is required as you can immerse your children in the 

learning while doing daily tasks such as cooking meals, having conversations with them about maths 

while they play their video games as well as pointing out various elements around the home that are 

related to science, maths, technology and design engineering such as lighting, plumbing, household 

products, heating etc. The most important part of engaging with your childrenôs learning is having 



conversations and asking them questions to build their communication and thinking skills 

.     

                     

Some simple questions to ask your child while exploring various STEM related activities in or around 

the home and community are: 

¶ Why do you think that happens?   

¶ What do you think caused that to happen? 

¶ How do you think this works? 

¶ What is your opinion on that? 

You may also like to look for appropriate and relevant documentaries that are on TV that you can watch 

and learn from together. Parent engagement in learning can help to improve childrenôs understanding 

of STEM and the importance of learning these skills both at school and in the home and broader 

community. All it takes is some lateral thinking, 

conversation and making connections. 

Towards the end of Term 2 and continuing on in Term 

3, the grade 3/4 students have been engaged in STEM 

activities where they are working collaboratively to 

combine mathematical, engineering and problem 

solving skills to enhance their creative and critical 

thinking capacities.  

 



The students are mixed among the 3 grades and are applying themselves to the task set. It has been 

wonderful to see the students collaborate and change their way of thinking during each activity. They 

may share with you what their challenge was and how they reached their goals. 

             

 

Our Fish Tank 

Many of your children are taking some time to stop and observe our new fish as well as to enjoy the 

calming benefits watching them has.  



 

Celebrating Diversity 

At St Ambrose we support a culture of embracing differences and diversity. One World, Many 

People is the current junior school unit of learning that focuses on the idea that we all belong to a 

diverse and dynamic society. It is our aim that students will develop an understanding and 

appreciation of the many people that we share this world with. Students will engage in rich discussion 

about cultural diversity, community and how living in a multicultural society enriches and makes our 

lives better.  

Our teachers have connected with St. Francis of Assisi in Tarneit as well as with St. Anthonyôs in 
Melton West which are both culturally diverse schools about finding opportunities for the students to 
engage with each other. We are aiming to first start with writing letters/drawing pictures to each other, 
introducing ourselves/our family make up/likes and dislikes etc. to build a rapport and then move into 
some meets firstly via google meets and hopefully into the future where the children can interact with 
each other.  
 

Wearing of Masks 

The latest mandates mean that any staff who live in 

the metropolitan Melbourne or Mitchell Shire areas 

must wear a mask to school. They do not need to 

wear them while face to face teaching however they do need to wear them when moving around the 

school and whilst on yard duty. A number of our staff are choosing to wear a mask as an added 

safety measure. I have had numerous parents request that parents also wear masks when picking up 

and dropping off their children particularly if they are outside of their cars. While this is not law in 

regional areas yet, many adults are choosing to wear a mask as an extra precaution. If you are 

outside of your car at drop off and pick up 

times remember to practice social 

distancing and you can wear a mask as an 

added measure if you choose. 

For your information I have included the 

following key points for metropolitan 

Melbourne or Mitchell Shire residents: 

Key points  

From 11:59pm Wednesday 22 July   

if you live in metropolitan Melbourne or 

Mitchell Shire you must wear a face covering when leaving home unless you have a 

lawful reason for not doing so. 

¶ Wearing a face covering protects you and your community by providing an 
additional physical barrier to coronavirus (COVID-19). 

¶ Keeping 1.5 metres between yourself and others and washing your hands are still 
the best defences against coronavirus (COVID-19). 

¶ There are a number of lawful excuses for not wearing a face covering including if 
you have a medical condition or other condition that impairs your ability to wear a 


