
 

NEWSLETTER NO.6  TERM 3   

FRIDAY 21ST AUGUST,  2020 

Our Vision: 
Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

Student Free Day – Staff professional learning 

Please note that there will be no on-site supervision on 
this day as staff are required to attend PD. 

31 August 2020 

School closed 

 

Father’s Day Virtual Breakfast 7.30 am  

& Footy Colours Day 
4 September 2020 

End of Term 3 – dismissal 2.30pm 18 September 2020 

School Photos New date – 23 October 2020 

Students to wear full summer uniform (not sports uniform) 

                                                                                                                            Year 5-6 constructed a crucifix each 

 

We acknowledge and respect Aboriginal                   
and Torres Strait Islander people as the 
traditional custodians of the land upon 

which we gather. We pay our respects to 
the Elders of the past, present and future 

and acknowledge their spiritual 
connection to Country. 

 

Archbishop Comensoli message for school families:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JuC0xJKoGS0&feature=youtu.be  

 

THE POEM OF GRANDMAS  

Some Grandmas are old and frail...  
Some can walk the longest trail...  
Some can climb the highest hill...  
Even though they need a pill...  
I just wish they would never get too old... 
 'Cause to us they're made of gold. By Jamie 3-4P 

 

Dear Families, Parishioners and Friends,   

We continue to be inspired by the creativity and high standard of 
work your children are achieving in spite of the current 
circumstances. I congratulate all of our students and thank you, our 
families for your willingness to rise to the challenges, think outside 
the square and to share your skills and talents. Indeed this newsletter 
is a celebration of the many gifts and capabilities of our children and 
their families. I hope that you enjoy the photos as much as we have. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JuC0xJKoGS0&feature=youtu.be


 

An Encouraging Message from our School Captains 

 

I met with our school captains online this week to check in with them and to hear about their ideas 
about staying connected. They have written the following messages for you: 
 
From Joel Z –  
 
‘How are you all coping with Remote Learning? I hope you are all well and getting through your 
school work without too much difficulty. Don’t forget to get outside, get some exercise and have fun 
whilst staying at home! 
 

I wanted to share something fun that is coming up on Friday 4th September. 
 

Footy Colours Day 
 

Wear your footy team or any sports team colours on Friday 4th September and join the footy 
campaign to fight cancer and support kids who are battling with it. (We will provide more information 
about how you can donate in next week’s newsletter.) 
 

So, wear your team colours in your zoom catch-up on Friday 4th September and get behind this 
awesome cause. Remember just because we are at home, doesn’t mean we can’t support each 
other through the tough times. This is one way we can show our support to those in need!’ 
 

From Laura G –  
 
‘Online Learning is definitely different and for many of us it can be a challenge, from not being able to 
see your friends, and even not being able to go to school. Everything is different, but I’m sure after all 
this is over we will be bigger and better people. I hope all of you are doing well and are staying happy 
and healthy during these tough times.’ 
 

Father’s Day Online Breakfast 7.30 am Friday September 4th  

We are planning to host our Father’s Day 
breakfast online this year on Friday September 
4th. Children, you could start thinking of your 
favourite dad joke or story to share. We will 
keep you posted! 

 

 



 

Congratulations to 
the Tullio family on 
the recent birth of 
Alaska Grace 
 

 

 

 

Positive Behaviour Learning 

 

Our school will be closed on Monday August 31st so 

that we can do our Positive Behaviour Learning 

training. As part of our school improvement plan we 

will use this training to provide a consistent approach 

across the school to facilitate high standards of 

behaviour so that teaching and learning in our 

school can be effective and students can participate 

in a positive and safe environment. 

At St Ambrose we inspire and support students to 

become resilient, independent and responsible 

members of our community with a passion for 

lifelong learning. 

Your children have been reflecting on dispositions 

for behaviour and learning. On this closure day we 

will consider more deeply what expectations we 

need to make clear and visible in order for our children to learn to self-regulate and for our community 

to be respectful, inclusive, empowered and animated in learning.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The sweets baker and sharer is Joni, mother of 
Ethan in 1/2O. 

 
She has shared with us her almond crescents, 3 

flavours of pastine di mandole and Gateau Magique. 
Yum! 

  



Supporting your child’s reading development 

 

As you have been working with your 

children from home you will have 
noticed and be supporting the 

numerous strategies children use to 
develop their competencies in reading. 

 

"Before" strategies activate students' 
prior knowledge and set a purpose 

for reading. "During" strategies help 
students make connections, monitor 
their understanding, generate 
questions, and stay focused.  

"After" strategies provide students an 
opportunity to summarise, question, 
reflect, discuss, and respond to text. 

 

The reading comprehension skills we 

support are listed to the left. The 
following practical ideas may assist you 

to help your children develop skills and 
to encourage good reading habits.  

 

Continue being a good role model 

Let your child see you read. 

 Encourage your child to read on their own 

at home  

Reading at home can help your child do better in 
school. 

 Keep a variety of reading materials in the 
house 

Make sure to have reading materials for 
enjoyment as well as for reference. 

 Encourage your child to practice reading 

aloud 

Frequently listen to your child read out loud and 

praise them often as they do so. Offer to read 
every other page or even every other chapter to 
your child. Have conversations and discussions 

about the book with your child. 

 Write short notes for your child to read 

Write down weekly household responsibilities for 
them to keep track of or put a note in his lunch 
bag. 

  



 Encourage activities that require reading 

Cooking (reading a recipe), constructing a kite (reading directions), or identifying a bird's nest 
or a shell at the beach (reading a reference book) are some examples. 

Establish a reading time, even if it's only 10 minutes each day  

Make sure there is a good reading light in your child's room and stock 
bookshelves with books and magazines that are easy to both read and 

reach. 

 Talk with your child 

Conversation makes children think about their experiences more and 
helps them expand their vocabularies. Ask your child to give detailed 
descriptions of events and to tell complete stories. 

 Give your child writing materials 

Reading and writing go hand in hand. Children want to learn to write 

and to practice writing. If you make pencils, crayons, and paper 
available at all times, your child will be more inclined to initiate writing 
activities on their own. 

 Restrict television time 

The less time your child spends watching television, the more time 

they will have for reading-related activities. 

 Visit the library once a week (Post restrictions!) 

Have your child apply for their own library card so they can check out books on their own for 

schoolwork and for pleasure reading. Ask your child to bring home a library book to read to a 
younger sibling and encourage them to check out audio books that they can listen to on long car 

trips. 

 Work in partnership with your child's school 

To help your child succeed in school, you should do your part to ensure that he or she starts 

school with a strong foundation in language and literacy-related skills and a desire to learn to 
read. 

In the middle and senior years your child will continue learning how to read, which is a complex 
process that is difficult for some and easy for others. Take care during these years not to 
overemphasize the process of learning to read while encouraging your child to practice reading 

often. 

Reading for pleasure and interest will help your child to develop reading skills and will give your 

child the opportunity to practice these skills in meaningful ways. 

When teaching your child, ensure reading should be enjoyable not 
burdensome.  

Some Food for Thought: 

JOHN MARSDEN’S TIPS FOR PARENTS 

1. Give children space. Back off. Let them roam. Let them be bored. Don't 
over-plan their lives. Cut way back on the after-school activities 
programs. 

2. Keep away from all those ghastly, soulless, sterile playgrounds. Keep 
away from shopping malls. Look for real places. Wild places. 



3. Be an adult. Say no to your children at least once a day. If the role of Adult in your family is vacant, 
then one of your children will fill it. And it won't be pretty. 

4. Don't take up all the space. If you are dominating, loud, forceful, your children are highly likely to 
become passive, lacking spirit and personality and/or sullen. 

5. Believe about 40 per cent of the dramatic stories your children tell you of the injustices, corruption 
and satanic practices happening at school. 

6. Teach them empathy. For example, after their jubilant victory celebrations when they win a 
sporting match, remind them that their jubilation was only possible because someone else – the 
losers – have been made to feel awful. 

7. Help them develop language skills. Don't finish their sentences for them. Don't correct them when 
they mispronounce a word – they'll work it out sooner or later. Ask them open-ended questions 
that need a detailed answer, not Yes/No questions. 

8. Make sure they have regular jobs/duties at home and that those jobs are done to a consistently 
high standard. 

9. Don't whinge endlessly about the miseries of your adult life. A lot of children now are fearful about 
growing up because their parents paint such a grim picture of the awfulness ahead. 

10. Teach them to be very wary of people who absolutely know the absolute truth about absolutely 
everything! The colour of truth is always grey. Extreme positions are for the ignorant. Every 
creature, every person and every situation is complex. The universe is a wonderful mystery.” 

 

School Fees 

I have had a few families ask if there would be a fee reduction given that your children have 

been working from home for what looks like will be 12 to 14 weeks this year.  Indeed 2020 has 

been a challenging year and it has been taxing on families in so many ways including 

financially as well as supporting children's learning from home.  

Firstly, I want to affirm that if any families are experiencing financial hardship that we always 

encourage you to make contact with us in order to make an arrangement that will assist given 

your circumstances. In terms of fee reduction in any year, this is considered on an individual 

family and as needs basis. We always listen to and respond to anyone who makes contact with us who needs 

assistance with fees.   

Secondly, although we haven't been able to provide onsite teaching for 6 (Prep-Year 2) and 8 (Year 3-6) out of 

11 weeks in term 2 and now we are facing up to 6 weeks out of a 10-week term (at this stage it's looking like 

totalling 12-14 weeks which is a little under 1 1/2 terms), our costs remain the same, actually, they are higher 

in some areas. I know that some secondary colleges have offered a reduction in fees, however, I am unaware 

of any primary schools doing this as our fees are already much lower than secondary schools and we rely on 

what we do charge to cover our costs for the year. We aim to keep our fees to a minimum as we understand 

that families have financial pressures. 

We do understand that some of you feel that our fees should be reduced. If we don't use our excursion levy of 

$85.00 this year, it will come off next year's fees or be refunded to those who won't be coming back to St. 

Ambrose in 2021. I haven’t offered this yet as we haven’t finished the year and we may well allocate this 



money to some incursions for our children. Camp fees won’t be charged if our children are unable to attend 

scheduled camps. At this stage, we don’t know if camps will or will not go ahead. 

 To give you further clarity, the family fee works out at $482.50 each term and the curriculum levy is $103.00 

per term. (Excluding the excursion levy) Our teachers are continuing to work hard in delivering the home 

learning program as well as provide on-site supervision for those parents who are not working from home. To 

round off the figures, each week costs just under $60.00 for students ($12.00 per day) if they are the only child 

in their family attending St. Ambrose. The cost goes down for each additional student as the family fee is only 

charged once.  

I am unaware of any primary school that is offering fee reduction because of students working from home. 

Whilst we may be using less power for lighting and heating all other costs remain the same with our cleaning 

costs escalating well beyond what the government has provided for the additional cleaning required during 

these times. 

I thank you again for your patience and understanding. Please make contact with us if you are suffering 

financial hardship and wish to discuss options for discounting of fees. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2021 Enrolment Update 

We have now emailed offers of enrolment to our enrolment applicants for 2021.  

If you are yet to apply for enrolment for a sibling of a current student or you know of anyone who 
would like to enrol their child for next year, please make contact with the office as soon as possible to 
assist us with our planning. 

 

  

To Ms Phillips, 
 

Hi Ms Phillips, it is Isla again.  I am writing to you because in Literacy we are studying Welcome to Country 

which is also known as Acknowledgement of Country.  
 

A Welcome to Country is performed by Aboriginal Elders and is performed to welcome people entering their 

lands.  
 

I thought that we could have a Welcome to Country at the start of the next school year where we welcome all 

the new teachers and new students and the rest of the school back for a start to the new year. I thought it 

would be nice to have a Welcome to Country as welcoming all the students back. The ceremony would be 

performed by the Taungurung and Wurundjeri tribes who are the original owners of the Macedon Ranges. 
 

Hopefully you think about a Welcome to Country for the beginning of the next school year. 
 

Kind regards, 

Isla  



Principal’s Challenge  

Our year 3-4 students have written informal poems. Cooper’s poem is pictured below. It is presented in a very 

creative way. Well done to all of our poetry writers. You can enjoy their work later in this newsletter. They  

inspired me to write a poem and present it on video. Who else would like to take up this challenge? Send me 

the links to your video’s if you feel like doing one! 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GZZ78v7UgcJBRiPtJR-5MJ78chyImoKe/view?ts=5f3dd0ae 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Thank you for sharing work samples with us. Have a 

restful weekend and we look forward to another 

productive week in week 7! 

Kind regards,  

Bronwyn Phillips 

Principal  

 

 

 

 

 

 

     19 August  Harry W 

     21 August Fiachra H 

     23 August Archer B 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GZZ78v7UgcJBRiPtJR-5MJ78chyImoKe/view?ts=5f3dd0ae


 

by our Grade 3/4 students  

 

 
 

  

My poem By Seb 
 
Homeschooling is weird  
It's harder than I feared 
First not enough  
Now too much  
The work is overwhelming 
 
But I like taking breaks 
To help me clear my mind 
I like doing drawing  
It helps me unwind 
 
Just take one step at a time 
I know you'll be just fine. 

Red is blood 

Red is millie’s face when she is angry 

Red is a ripe tomato  

Red is me after a run around the 

block 

Red is a cut person 

Red is M&M’s that have a delicious 

taste 

Red is a cherry freshly picked 

Red is a double decker bus 

Red is target were I get  my clothes 

Red is hot chilli burning my mouth 

Red is me after  I’ve had a chilli  

Red is a strawberry as ripe as ripe 

Red is a pinchy crab that hurts 

Red is a STOP sign that keeps us safe 

Red is a marble as round as can be 

Red is a lobster which is a fancy dish 

Red is a rose with thorns very prickly 

Red is a delicious juicy watermelon 

 

By Noah 

Ice Cream by Charlotte 

Ice cream is delicious 
It is my favourite treat 
There are lots of different flavours 
but I love vanilla best 
because it’s so sweet 
It looks like a cloud sitting on it’s 
cone 
It is icy and cold but I don’t mind 
I think it is the best thing to eat. 

My poem on friends 
 

Some friends are fake, some 

friends are real, you keep them 

around because of how they 

make you feel. 
 

They can make you laugh and 

giggle 
 

Friends are like a diamond that’s 

so precious if you lose it you 

would cry. 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 



    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Throughout the month of August, 22 AMAZING students from St Ambrose are busily reading as many 
books as they can for one incredible cause! 

22 Students 
176 Books read 
$894.00 Raised so far 

 
Lucy K, Bodhi H, Elijah H, Archer B, William B, Elsie A, Lily A, Max N, Joseph E, Elijah E, Emrys G, Tom L, 
Emily B, James B, Seb B, Ellie B, Nyah Mc, Tahli Mc, Harriet F, Gracie C, Madeline D, Isabelle D. 
 
These 22 gorgeous students are raising funds for kids who have a parent 
living with MS.  Funds raised will go towards sending kids on an awesome 
family camp.  So THANK YOU for supporting these truly fabulous students. 
 
Super proud of them all, stay safe and keep reading! 
 
Tracey Paton 
Librarian 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

https://www.oshclub.com.au/oshc-at-home/ 
 

https://www.oshclub.com.au/oshc-at-home/


 
 
 
 


