
 

NEWSLETTER NO.  9  TERM 3   

FRIDAY 11T H  SEPTEMBER ,  2020 

Our Vision: 
Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

Whole School Prayer 12.00pm  
(Google Meet Code: allambrose) 

End of Term 3 – dismissal 2.30pm 

18 September 2020 

School Closure PBL Training: No onsite supervision 
today. 

5 October 2020 

Onsite Supervision Resumes 6 October 

All students return to onsite Learning 12 October 2020 

School Photos New date – 16 October 2020 

Students to wear full summer uniform (not sports uniform) 

 

We wait on God, too. His time is the right time. We 

wait for him to make his Word clear to us. We don't 

worry. We know that in time and in the spirit 

of dadirri (that deep listening and quiet stillness) his 

way will be clear. 

There is pain and struggle as we wait. The Holy Father 

understood this patient struggle when he said to us:  

  

"If you stay closely united, you are like a 

tree, standing in the middle of a bushfire 

sweeping through the timber. The leaves 

are scorched and the tough bark is scarred 

and burnt; but inside the tree the sap is 

still flowing, and under the ground the roots 

are still strong. Like that tree, you have endured the 

flames, and you still have the power to be reborn". 
Dr. Miriam Rose Ungunmerr is an Aboriginal elder from Nauiyu 

(Daly River).  

                                                                                

Dear Families, Parishioners and Friends, 
 

This week’s prayer is a prayer for The Season of 
Creation (1 September - 4 October). Spring is a time 
when it is easy to observe, enjoy and give thanks for our 
beautiful environment. We can nurture our spirit and our 
wellbeing in nature. It is a place where we can renew our 
relationship with our Creator and all of creation.  
 
 

 



 

Dr. Miriam-Rose connects with creation and says, 

 
‘To know me is to breathe with me; To breathe with me is to 
listen deeply; To listen deeply is to connect’. 
 
In Dr Miriam-Rose Ungunmerr language, ‘Dadirri’, is the 
practise of deep inner listening and quiet still awareness. 
Connecting with our own deep inner spring can nurture us to 
be mentally and emotionally strong for ourselves, for our 
peers and for the children and young people in our care.  
 
Dr Miriam-Rose writes, ‘We have learned to speak the white 
man's language. We have listened to what he had to say. 
This learning and listening should go both ways. We would 
like people in Australia to take time to listen to us. We are 
hoping people will come closer. We keep on longing for the 
things that we have always hoped for - respect and understanding… 
  
To be still brings peace - and it brings understanding. When we are really still in the bush, we 
concentrate. We are aware of the anthills and the turtles and the water lilies. 
  
Our culture is different. We are asking our fellow Australians to take time to know us; to be still and to 
listen to us… 
  
Life is very hard for many of my people. Good and bad things came with the years of contact - and 
with the years following. People often absorbed the bad things and not the good. It was easier to do 
the bad things than to try a bit harder to achieve what we really hoped for… 
  
There are deep springs within each of us. Within this deep spring, which is the very Spirit of God, is a 
sound. The sound of Deep calling to Deep. The sound is the word of God - Jesus.  
  

Today, I am beginning to hear the Gospel at the very level of 
my identity. I am beginning to feel the great need we have of 
Jesus - to protect and strengthen our identity; and to make us 
whole and new again. 
  
"The time for re-birth is now," said the Holy Father to us. 
Jesus comes to fulfil, not to destroy. 
  
If our culture is alive and strong and respected, it will grow. It 
will not die. 
  
And our spirit will not die. 
  
And I believe that the spirit of dadirri that we have to offer will 
blossom and grow, not just within ourselves, but in our whole 
nation.  

 
For a beautiful experience I recommend looking at the following link: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tow2tR_ezL8 © 1988 Miriam-Rose Ungunmerr. All Rights Reserved. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tow2tR_ezL8


During this week which is 
Catholic Education Week we 
reflect on the theme of Listen 
to what the Spirit is saying. 
 
RUOK Day reminds us to 
check in on our self-care and 
the care of others. It is a 

reminder that it is ok not to be ok. Remember to check in with yourself 
and others to support emotional wellbeing. 

 
“The highest level of cognition is only available when the brain is in 
a calm state.” Dr Bruce Perry 
 

Return to Onsite Learning 

As you know, the Victorian Government has released its plan for easing 
coronavirus (COVID-19) restrictions. It includes the following decisions 
which impact on our schools operations. 

All schools will continue to provide remote and flexible learning for the remainder of Term 3, except specialist 
schools in rural and regional Victoria, consistent with current settings. Remote and flexible learning will 
continue for all students, except in specialist schools in rural and regional Victoria in the first week of Term 4, 
5–9 October. 

Onsite supervision for children of permitted workers and vulnerable 
students will continue to be provided consistent with our existing guidelines 
during this first week. 

This next stage of school operations both contributes to the continuing 
efforts to reduce the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19) and maximises the 
learning of our students. It requires again the flexibility, adaptability and 
resilience that have been demonstrated so well by you throughout these 
times.  

Further consultation is also occurring with the Department of Education and 
Training on Semester 2 assessment and reporting expectations and details 
relating to school staffing on 30 December and the expected release of 
ATAR scores. We will provide a further update on these items when we are 
able. 

As a staff we are very much looking forward to welcoming all of our students back to school on Monday 
October 12th. We are currently planning how we will optimally support our children in their return to onsite 
classes. We will keep you informed. 

Virtual Junior School Disco  

It is our hope that our disco will lift the spirits of our children and that they will enjoy a good 
dance along to some great music on the last day of this term. Refer to the Operoo for details. 
Onsite supervision as well as home learning tasks will continue for the remainder of this term 
as well as from Tuesday to Friday of Week 1 in Term 4. 

National Child Protection Week 

National Child Protection Week (6-12 September) is an opportunity for us to reaffirm our strong commitment to 
the safety and wellbeing of the children and young people in our care.  
The safety and care of children is a collective responsibility shared by educators, parents, 
caregivers and children. All have a specific role to play in creating safer environments, at school 
and online, in the home and in the community. 
At this time, the COVID-19 disruptions to families, friendships, daily routines and the wider 
community can have consequences for children’s wellbeing and interpersonal safety, particularly 
for our most vulnerable young people. 



 

Cyber Safety 

We encourage you to be aware of your children’s online activity and supervise them when they are 
online. We also recommend that they are on devices in living areas rather than in the privacy of their 
bedrooms. 
 

Positive Behaviour for Learning (PBL): We are Seeking Your Input. 

You have received an email asking for your input so that we can collaboratively develop school wide 
values and positive expectations for behaviour at St Ambrose. 

 
School Wide Positive Behaviour for Learning is a whole-school approach to creating a positive, safe 
and supportive school climate in which all students can learn and develop. A PBL school is a place 
where, teachers, administrators and family members work together to teach and support behaviour 
expectations. PBL is implemented to improve the behaviour of all students in all school settings. 
Every part of a PBL school, including classrooms, school gates and buses, are considered integral 
parts of the total learning environment. In consultation with you we will create expectations and 
teachers will deliver instruction within this set of behaviour expectations and positively acknowledge 
students for those behaviours. All school personnel are responsible for knowing the behaviour 
expectations and providing consistent positive feedback to students. We encourage you to add your 
3 words which you hold important to how we should behave together as a community – see Operoo. 

 

Mr. Twit’s Beard  

Onsite children are pictured wearing the 

beards they made after watching ‘The 

Twit’s’ play this morning for Roald Dahl 

day. 

 

 
Now is an ideal time to keep active and 
encourage your children to walk, ride, 
scoot and play outdoors! 
 

 

 

Principal’s Challenge 

The Wonderful World of Box Construction 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CeruyvbGIWg&t=3s 

Preview YouTube video The Wonderful World of Box Construction. Mr. 

Ants is very talented and lots of fun.  It may inspire you to create! Send 

me a picture of your creation! 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CeruyvbGIWg&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CeruyvbGIWg&t=3s&authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CeruyvbGIWg&t=3s&authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CeruyvbGIWg&t=3s&authuser=0


From our MP 

Dear St Ambrose’s Parish School, 

Congratulations on almost making it through another term interrupted by the need for remote 

learning. 

Term 4 will again look a little different, but I’m sure both students and staff are looking forward 

to a staged return to onsite learning. 

I recently recorded a video reading one of my favourite picture books, ‘Where Is Galah?’ for a 

school in Gisborne – and thought I would share it with you in the hope that it may make story-

time easier for our littlest students (and the teachers preparing it!). 

Should you wish to access the video, you can find it here – https://vimeo.com/456379047 

Again – thank you for the flexibility, innovation and patience you have shown throughout the 

year. I know that families across our community are very grateful for the support you have 

shown them during this challenging period. 

As always, please give my office a call on 5428 2138 or send me an email should you need any 

assistance. 

Regards 

Mary-Anne Thomas MP  

State Member for Macedon  

Cabinet Secretary  
OFFICE: Shop 14, Nexus Centre, 9 Goode Street, Gisborne, VIC 3437 

POSTAL: PO Box 39, Gisborne, VIC 3437  

P: 03 5428 2138   E: Mary-Anne.Thomas@parliament.vic.gov.au  

 

 
Desks for Sale  
 
We are working towards making our learning areas more comfortable, contemporary and flexible. We 
hope that the year 5-6 students will enjoy their new desks which are now set up and ready for their 

return. The purchase of new seats and desks for our year 
5-6 students is in keeping with this plan. We have also 
ordered new desks and chairs for the year 3-4 children. 
 
The grey desks and chairs pictured are therefore not 
needed so we are selling them. The desks have 
adjustable legs and tubs that slide in and out. You can 
purchase them for $10.00 each and the chairs for $5.00 
each. 

 
If you would like to purchase any of 
these items please email Brenda 
(Mrs. Mac) or Justine and Karen at 
the office. 
 

  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvimeo.com%2F456379047&data=02%7C01%7CBella.Manson%40parliament.vic.gov.au%7C9721338111294ee7cc0908d85522ea11%7C821af0ec31404137af0e6690286fb673%7C0%7C0%7C637352955723961856&sdata=XHkuZElGSQAI5B1DavPblm9EnBFoA4W7dI7gwzkvXyA%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Mary-Anne.Thomas@parliament.vic.gov.au


 

Learning from Home  

The children have completed some very 

impressive work! Have a look at the letters from 

the Google Classroom Page. 

Congratulations children! 

Thank you for your ongoing support and for your 

incredible efforts in supporting your children’s home 

learning.  It will be great to have the children back 

onsite. 

Take care.  

Kind regards,  

Bronwyn Phillips 

Principal  

‘We are in Gods hand and we trust the  
future to Him. It is a time when our faith  
helps us in a kind of no go zone.’ Sr. Ena Tobin 

 

 

 

At 12pm on Friday, 18th September, we will be gathering online for an End of Term Whole School Prayer.  We 

will be celebrating what we have achieved during Term 3 and looking ahead to returning in Term 4. 

We would love you all to join us and be part of the celebration using Google Meet Code: allambrose 

We hope to reflect on  some memories  of the past term, so if you have any images or videos of home 
learning that you would like to share, please send them to eloise.meyer@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au 

We look forward to seeing you at 12pm on Friday!  

Kind Regards,  

Eloise Meyer 

  

7 September  Asha D-T 

8 September  Ellie B 

    Violet P 

    Angus W 

    Kai Z 

    Arwen R 

10 September  Oliver S 

    Lola C 

mailto:eloise.meyer@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au


   

 



  

  
 
It truly has been heartwarming to see so many students, parents and community unite during this year's MS 
Readathon (over 41,000 to be exact and more than 258,000 books). With a staggering 3.1 million dollars raised. 
 
Our St Ambrose students have gone above and beyond to make a difference in the lives of those children who 
have a parent living with Multiple Sclerosis.  Their efforts, time and generosity from their sponsors will have such a 
lasting and positive impact on so many lives. 
 
Please put your hands together and congratulate the following students on raising ................... 
$1984 and reading 410 books in just one month! 
 
Pippa A $ 530,  Lucy K $10,  Emyrs G $350,  Archer B $31,  Will B $166 
Ellie B $102,  Seb B $102,  Tom L $140,  Nyah McG $92,  Tahli McG $99 
Max N $103,  Madeline D $83,  Isabelle D $83,  Emily B $43,  James B $39 
 
Words cannot express how proud I am of these beautiful students they make 
 my heart sing. 
 
Tracey Paton 



Work from Google Classroom 

 

January 18th 1788 

Botany Bay 
 

Dear Mum and Dad, 
How are you? I hope you are all well. 
I have left England and we are heading to Tenerife. The conditions on board are terrible.  There is not enough 
water and food on board so it is rationed. It is very crammed.  The waves can sometimes be very big and I 
often feel sick.  
In August we sailed into Rio de Janeiro.  We were given some very different fruits like guava, banana and 
pineapple. They were delicious!  There was a big storm after we left Rio de Janeiro. I was very sick, many 
people were swept overboard. 
On 13th October we stopped at Table Bay for water,food and to load animals that will be used when we get to 
land.   
The ship is smelly. The guards used gunpowder to try and freshen the air, it just made it worse.   
I thought of you all on Christmas day. I missed you all terribly. 
I hope that one day we can celebrate it together again. 
I must go and do my jobs. 
Love to you all, 
John  
Matthew 3-4P 

 

 

August 7th 1787 

The desk of Governor Arthur Phillip 

On board ‘Sirius’ 

Dear Father and Mother, 
 

We have been sailing for almost 3 months now, this has been a challenge for me as I do miss family, my 

home and England. The conditions on board the ship have been a struggle for all. There has been fighting 

amongst prisoners to which the guards have had to hand out lashings. It is my hope that the conditions 

continue to improve. We reached our first port some weeks ago at Teneriffe in the Canary Islands. We 

remained anchored at Santa Cruz Harbour for a week to gather fresh supplies of meat, fruits and 

vegetables. The weather is extreme and nothing like what I am used to from the motherland and we 

have had to ration water. This has caused ill health amongst the prisoners in the cramped conditions 

below deck and some deaths. 
 

We are currently anchored in Rio de Janeiro and I believe we will be here for a few weeks to come. 

There are many repairs that Sirius needs including repairs to her sail. The prisoners have been able to 

get some fresh air on the deck, always under the supervision of guards. The provisions we have found 

here are nothing like what I've ever seen in England. Exotic fruits they call bananas, pineapple, coconut 

and guava. We have also been able to collect some local plants and seeds that we hope to grow in the new 

colony.  
 

There are many months ahead on this journey, I pray that God looks after the crew and prisoners. In 

anticipation of reaching the final destination, I am excited yet nervous of the new land. What will it be 

like? Will we be able to set up and establish the new colony as we hope and continue to serve England as 

always? 

 

Sincerely your son 

 

Arthur 

Isabelle 3-4P 

  



 

5/6  Migration Dioramas 

Fynn R 5/6R Gold Rush Ben C 5/6R Gold Rush 

Georgia J 5/6R  Migration after Second World War Safara K 5/6R Gold Rush 

Lowenna E 5/6M Gold Rush Chinese Joss House Joel Z 5/6M Migration after Second World War 

Olivia H 5/6R Gold Rush Hayley Z 5/6M Vietnamese Refugees 

 

 

  



Puzzle Page  

If you want to write some jokes, riddles or even a word search and get it 
published in the newsletter all you have to do is email Ms Phillips, Joel or Me, 
and enter your puzzle and sooner or later it will be put onto the Puzzle Page, 
a new section of the newsletter that is being added. You can even do a 
comic if you like! Although we have one condition whatever you'd like to put 
in the newsletter has to be appropriate, of course. We are all very excited to 
see your ideas. 
 
From Laura 

 

  



  



 

 


