
 

NEWSLETTER NO.  3  TERM 4   

FRIDAY 22N D  OCTOBER,  2020 

Our Vision: 
Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

Book Week Parade 

Students may come dressed as their favourite book 
character.  This is optional otherwise students may wear 

plain clothes. 

Monday 26 October 

School Photos  Rescheduled date - Tuesday 24 November 

School Closure Day Monday 2 November 

Public Holiday Melbourne Cup Tuesday 3 November 

Year 4 Camp Adekate Wed. 4 – Fri. 6 November 

Year 6 Camp – Lady Northcote Bacchus Marsh Mon. 30 November – Wed. 2 December 

 
May your love and light shine in and through me today        
In a way that no mask can hide. 
May my eyes dance with the laughter and joy 

Replacing my hidden smile. 
May my actions of care and concern 

Speak louder than my muffled voice ever could. 
 
                         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And may the generosity of my heart 
Radiate out through who I am 

And how I respond to the world 
around me 

So that others may not see my mask 

But your image shining out 
Moving in and through me today. 
Amen 
 

We acknowledge and pay our respects to the Traditional 

Custodians of this land. We are truly grateful to now have                     

the means to further develop this site to further enable a rich, 

inclusive & diverse education of our children. 

 



Dear Families, Parishioners and Friends, 
 
On Monday morning we welcomed the exciting news that 
our school would receive $3,278,000.00 from the state 
government to update and expand our existing facilities at 
St. Ambrose Parish School! Our children starred on Win 
News on Monday evening which prompted much 
enthusiastic talk on Tuesday as well as conversations 
about how we will spend the money! 
 
The money has been approved on the basis that the 
works will increase learning areas in a response to our 
growing student numbers, as well as enable us to 
become more inclusive by addressing accessibility 
issues. The improvements will also provide a welcoming 
and identifiable entry to the school. Part of the project will 
enable us to utilise the corridors as an extension of the 
classrooms creating flexible learning areas with soft 
furnishings and different seating options. We have been 
allocated $3,277,600.00 from the state government and 

we will contribute the remaining cost through an interest free loan from CEM. We are meeting with CEM building 
consultants next week to finalise our master plan as the next step in this process. 

Since 2009 St Ambrose Primary School has grown from a student population of 214 to 255 in 2020.    

This money will also greatly enhance our ability to: 
- Provide essential specialist services to students in facilities that 
respect privacy and wellbeing of child and family. 
- Maximise current facilities through the use of glass partitions 
providing greater transparency, multiuse areas, student connectedness 
and collaboration in teacher and student learning. 
- Enhance the school's ability to work in partnership with parents, 
providing a welcoming, inclusive, open and visible learning 
environment. 
- Provide additional facilities for the wider community that were 
previously unavailable due to either access or availability. 
- Create a learning setting where students can learn about the 
importance of food. The expansion of the existing canteen will include 
a teaching kitchen for student use. 
- Provide designated tutorial and reading recovery spaces adjoining 
the existing resources area. These spaces will support learners and 
teachers in an acoustically isolated environment. Both students and 
teachers can use these spaces for planning, tutoring, one on one 
teaching, small group work and focused collaboration. We hope to 
begin the works by mid 2021. 

 

Click here to view the Win News 
Report. 

  

https://www.dropbox.com/s/76x01kocnuy8eok/ST%20AMBROSE%20STORY.mpg?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/76x01kocnuy8eok/ST%20AMBROSE%20STORY.mpg?dl=0


A BIGGER, MORE INCLUSIVE ST AMBROSE PARISH PRIMARY (Media Brief) 

The Victorian Government will fast-track funding for upgrades to Catholic and Independent schools across Victoria 
to give students and staff the best facilities sooner, and support local jobs, businesses and Victoria’s economic 
recovery. 

Member for Macedon, Mary-Anne Thomas, today announced that St Ambrose Parish Primary School in Woodend 

will receive $3.2 million as one of the more than 50 projects under the Non-Government Schools Capital Fund. 

The works will update and expand the existing facilities at St Ambrose. Upgrades will increase the learning areas 

in a response to growing student numbers, as well as address accessibility issues and provide a welcoming and 

identifiable entry to the school. 

“This is a really exciting project for the entire St Ambrose school community - and will give our students the 

opportunity to learn in first-class facilities.” 

“Not only is this investment at St Ambrose and other Catholic and Independent schools vital to Victoria’s economic 

recovery, but it will continue building the Education State right here in the Macedon Ranges and across the state.” 

From our Captains – Garden Club 

As most of you know we recently went around to your classes and told 

you about the garden club, which will be starting as soon as the 

government allows us to have parents in the school. Which we hope is 

soon! We will be excited to see you showing up at the garden club every 

Tuesday, once it starts.  From Laura    

 
Numeracy Assessment 
 
At the end of this term we will be having two school closure days, on the 16th and 17th of December, to 
allow teachers time to conduct a Maths Assessment Interview (MAI) with your child. The MAI is a one-on-
one interview situation used to determine students’ current Maths skills and understandings.  

Teachers will be interviewing the students who are in their class for 2021. We are looking forward to trialling 
the MAI as it will provide valuable information about your child’s Mathematical abilities and insights into how 
they think mathematically, which will assist us in planning for our Maths lessons in 2021. This will also be a 
great opportunity for the teacher to build a relationship with your child.  
 

New Classroom Furniture 
 
The arrival of the Year 3-4 new furniture 
added further excitement on Monday. The 
children took responsibility for their desk and 
learned how to put it together which proved 
to be an engaging task. From the feedback we 
are getting our students are enjoying their new desk and chair, both of which can be adjusted to suit each child.  

  



Bushfire Season: St Ambrose School will be CLOSED on Code Red Days. 
 

The Department of Education and Training (DET) has recently advised the Catholic Education Commission 
of Victoria (CECV) of the revised Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR). As a consequence of this review, St 
Ambrose's School has been again listed on the 2020-21 BARR and will be required to close on CODE RED 
days.  

 

CODE RED SCHOOL CLOSURES 

All schools, kindergartens and licensed child care centres that have been identified as being at high fire risk 
and on the Department’s Victoria-wide Bushfire At-Risk Register will close on days declared Code Red. 

Schools and services not on the Bushfire At-Risk Register will remain open, unless directly threatened by 
fire or another emergency. 

Where possible, three (3) days’ notice of a planned closure will be provided. However, experience indicates 
that a Code Red fire danger rating day may be forecast at short notice. Parents and guardians should 
expect that in some instances less than three days’ notice may be provided. 

Once the final decision to close is confirmed at 12 noon the day prior, this decision will not change – 
regardless of any changes in the weather forecast. This will help limit confusion and help families plan for 
how their children will be cared for when their school is closed. We will provide further information in the 
coming newsletters. 

When a school is closed in response to bushfire risk, no one, including staff, contractors and other 
users, will be permitted on site. 

Sacramental Enrolments 2021  

As you are probably aware, we have been unable to celebrate Mass or 
conduct Sacraments for much of this year. We are still no further along in 
terms of a timeline for when this can begin again with restrictions still being 
imposed on faith gatherings. For this reason, we have chosen to postpone 
all of our sacramental celebrations until 2021, with the hope that the future 
easing of restrictions may make these possible. The year levels of students 
planning to celebrate sacraments in 2021 are listed below.  
 
Reconciliation · Year 3 (2021) · Remaining Year 4 (Year 3, 2020)  
Eucharist · Year 4 (2021) · Year 5 (Year 4, 2020)  
Confirmation · Year 6 (2021) · Year 7 (Year 6, 2020)  
 
We will be working in conjunction with Sacred Heart College and directly 
with the Year 7 (2021) families to ensure children have the support and 
opportunity to celebrate this sacrament. As you can imagine, planning 
celebrations of this nature in the current circumstances can be a logistical 

challenge. We would appreciate it if you could please indicate your intentions for your child in 2021 so that we 
can effectively plan for what may lay ahead. Students who are not intending to celebrate the Sacraments will still 
be involved in the learning and preparation within the classroom in 2021.  
 
Sharing this journey is an important part of our Religious Education Program as it creates opportunities for 
dialogue and growth. If you have any questions about the Sacramental Program please contact me directly via 
email eloise.meyer@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au (mailto:eloise.meyer@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au) 

School Photos now on Tuesday 24th November 

We are pleased to advise that the Victorian Government has announced 
that school photos are now permitted in metropolitan Melbourne and rural 
and regional Victoria, subject to the following conditions: 

 School photographers must have an ABN 
 In rural and regional Victoria photos can be taken inside and outside 
 In metropolitan Melbourne photos must be taken outside 
 Masks can be removed for photos in all areas. 

Class photos will be done in a waffle style where individual photos are 
pasted in the one frame for each class. 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/bushfirerisk.aspx?Redirect=1
mailto:eloise.meyer@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au


Suspicious Behaviour 000 

We have had some flyscreens around the library damaged over the weekend as well as evidence of 
windows being forced to open. If you notice any suspicious activity if passing over any weekend please call 
000 to let them know. We will upgrade our CTV cameras as part of the building project. 

Student Voice & Agency 

It is our aim that student voice and agency is enabled and visible at St. Ambrose. We are working on the 
following goals as part of our school improvement plan. 

● Students are learning through activities that are meaningful and relevant to them, driven by their 
interests, and often self-initiated with appropriate guidance from teachers.  

● Students are active in their learning, they have a voice and collaborate with their teachers in setting 
goals for their learning. 

The following students met with me this week to share their ideas. 

 
Hi my name is William, and I believe that we should use some of the 
money that the school was given to make a bike shed. The shed will 
provide shelter for the bikes and keep them safe. A lot of the students 
are riding to school and the shed might encourage more students to 
ride because they will know that their bikes are going to be safe. Thank 
you. 

Homeless people in the Macedon Ranges 

Homelessness in the Macedon Ranges.   What is happening to them? 

 
There are people living in their cars, they are losing their jobs, their houses too and 
they are getting sick or not getting any care or help in the hospitals or on the streets. 
These people are in need of toiletries to help keep them clean. 
 
What can we do? In the school front office there will be a donation box for the 
homeless. All you need to do is donate things to help the homeless.   These 
things  do not need to be brand new,  they just have to be washed and cleaned but 
they can be brand new too if you want to. 
 
What to donate:  
Bars of soaps, towels, hygiene products, tooth brushes, baby powder, you can even 
get little toiletry bags. 
 
All you need to do is just go through your cupboards to find these items and when you come to school drop them off in 
the office. The reason why I am doing this is because of COVID-19 where  
homeless people are doing it tough. We should care about everyone and especially during  
COVID lock down . By doing this we can help those who have no shelter, no protection, no food, nothing; they only have 
some clothes and hardly any belongings. BY MIA 3/4C 
 
We encourage and support our students to voice their ideas and to manifest initiatives as possible. 

Ready to Step Up – Parent sessions 

In partnership with the Department of Education and Training and the CECV, local community health 
providers will deliver Ready to Step Up sessions for parents and carers. The virtual sessions seek to 
address any concerns that parent/carers have about their child’s readiness to start school in 2021 due to 
the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.  The sessions are available in various regions and our parents can 
register at the following link:  

 Central Highlands   Tuesday 27 October 2020, 4.00 pm – 5.30 pm 

http://coms.cem.edu.au/EmRedirect.aspx?nid=ed33c63a-b76b-453e-bf1d-70975e9d209b&sid=142c7f13-556e-41c3-89f5-19d1f505dbe2&url=https%3a%2f%2freadytostepupcentralhighlands.eventbrite.com.au%2f


Mini Assembly  

We have resumed our fortnighly assemblies 
online. Our senior students are doing an 
exemplary job running these assemblies. 
On the alternate Monday we will have a mini 
assembly just to present awards given that 
we have had less time to acknowledge all of 
the childrens achievements in this way over 
the past two terms.  

 

Student Awards 

Congratulations: 

P/1R Sammy I for trying hard to improve his handwriting. 
P/1R Sascha H for being a great contributor to class discussions. 
P/1E Scarlett for her excellent effort when sounding out words in 

writing. 
P/1E Sophie for her positive disposition and effort in maths. 
P/1TA Archer B for working really well especially with his reading! 
P/1TA Mia W for a consistent effort to produce her best!   
1/2E Hayden for being focused on his learning and working well with 

others. 
1/2E Hugo C for composing terrific pieces of writing featuring 

descriptive. 
1/2O Spencer R for your continued growth and hard work. You are 

doing a fabulous job. Keep it up! 
1/2O Elsie A for her focus and effort during writing. Amazing work! 
3/4C Mia T for thinking of others and their well being. 
3/4C Tyler K for showing resilience and bravery. 
3/4F Micah W for always using beautiful manners towards his 

classmates and teachers. 
3/4F Patrick C for trying really hard to focus in class. Well done! 
3/4P Cooper B for showing resilience by adapting to classroom learning. 
3/4P Chloe Q for being an enthusiastic learner. 
5/6M Zoey T for her creative 'Narrative Poem" about her monster Martian. 
5/6M Patrick C for his positive 'Growth Mindset' and completing all set tasks. 
5/6R Rusby C for asking sensible questions during Mathematics. Keep up the good work. 
5/6R Freddie S for settling well this term and completing tasks to a good standard. 
 
Sports Star Jesse W for an excellent attitude towards PE & health and a positive attitude towards all tasks. 
Sports Star  Elsie A for taking time to show a classmate a skill she'd learned. 

  
19 Oct Spencer R 

20 Oct Zach H 

21 Oct Albert H 

22 Oct Patrick C 

22 Oct Ms Phillips 

23 Oct Charlotte N 

24 Oct Lily A 



Garden Club 

We are most fortunate to have the expertise of Meagan Stewart and others to facilitate our Garden Based 
Learning Club. Meagan is seeking expressions of interest from community members who would like to 
assist on a Tuesday at 1.30pm – 2.30 pm in our garden showing our children how to look after the garden 
and teaching them about the plants if you have that knowledge. You don’t need to be an expert. If you are 
interested in helping you can email Meagan directly on findmeagsstewart@gmail.com and let her know. 
We are not able to begin this program yet however as soon as restrictions ease we would like to be 
prepared to start. In the meantime our middle years students will be planting this seasons vegetable 
seedlings kindly donated by Lindsey Hardiman. 

 
School Uniform : Hats  
 
All students should now be wearing the full summer uniform. This 
includes plain navy or white socks (No branding)  Summer school 
hats should be worn in first and fourth term. Please ensure that 
your child has the summer hat. You may order all uniform items 
online as per usual. Uniform orders will be packed on Monday 
and delivered to 
the classroom for 
students to take 
home.   

Road Safety 
 
It is great to see 
our students 
responsibly 

wheeling their bicycles safely along the footpath. As you know it can get busy along Templeton St in the 
mornings when children are being dropped off for school. To alleviate congestion and to abide by our 
COVID safe guidelines we ask that you continue to drop off and leave promptly to allow space for others as 
well as to keep the area as safe as possible. When dropping off please support your children to move to the 
footpath quickly. With cars backing out it can be hard to see children who are standing in parking spaces or 
behind their cars. Thank you for assisting us to keep this area a safe place for our children to come into 
school. 

Ready, Set, Pray! 

The Ready, Set, Pray! Children’s Liturgy of the Word @ Home 

video series has been created to provide an engaging space for 

families to encounter Jesus through the Sunday gospel during 

this time when we cannot gather at church.  

Each week includes an invitation for families to create and 

gather in their own prayer space, to sing, hear the Gospel, pray 

and respond creatively through a fun activity.   

This weekly resource follows the familiar Children’s Liturgy of the Word format provided in many parishes – 

but moved to an online setting. The series commenced on Sunday 18th October and will continue each 

Sunday until Christmas.  We will include a link each week in the newsletter.  

View the full Ready, Set, Pray! playlist here: 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLP4Pb34ThQ34InNPfqs1fCtAmggV0fewQ  

THIS WEEK 

Ready, Set, Pray! – Ep2 - 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A (25th Oct 2020) 

https://tinyurl.com/y6ylyeo5 

mailto:findmeagsstewart@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLP4Pb34ThQ34InNPfqs1fCtAmggV0fewQ
https://tinyurl.com/y6ylyeo5


Year 6 - CAMP, CAMP, CAMP 

 
Exciting news! Our Grade 6 students are heading to Lady Northcote, 
Bacchus Marsh. This will be a 3 day, 2 night camp, leaving Monday, 
30th November and returning Wednesday, 2nd December. 
 
Lady Northcote Recreation Camp specialises in facilitating exciting 
adventure activities for all different types of user groups. Programs 
are designed to encourage students to try something new, assist 
with personal growth and build team connections. The camp is run 
by experienced staff to ensure our camping experience is delivered 
in a safe, inclusive and supportive environment, with an emphasis on 
fun. 
 
More information will follow shortly. 
 
Brenda McDonald (5/6M) & Amanda Ramshaw (5/6R) 

BOOK Week Parade October 26th  
 
The children are very excited about our Book 
week Parade on Monday.  Your children may 
create a costume and wear it to school for 
the whole day. If your child’s costume is not 
comfortable enough to wear for the whole 
day they may take it off and wear whatever 
clothes they have on underneath. If your 
child does not wish to dress up, that is fine.  
They may wear casual clothes for the day.  
The Children's Book Council of Australia has 
announced the theme for Children's Book 
Week 2020: 'Curious Creatures, Wild Minds'. 
Your children may like to use the theme as a 
provocation to think about their favourite 
characters and books or to give them ideas 
on creating a costume. Weather permitting 
we will have our parade outdoors otherwise 
we will have each class parade in their 
classroom while all classes watch online.   

 

 

Book Week is always an exciting event in the school calendar (even though a little later and a little different 

this year).  It promotes reading and writing as well as an appreciation of books. 

 

This year our book parade will be on Monday 26th October at 9.15 am.  The focus should be on being 

creative and making do with what you have around the home, it is definitely not about being the most 

expensive but being the most creative by recycling, reusing things you find hiding in the back of the 

cupboard. 

 

This should be a really fun and positive experience for everyone.  I am super excited  to have a fabulous 

morning dedicated to celebrating the LOVE of books and celebrating how blessed we are to have such 

wonderful Australian authors and illustrators that enrich all  our lives through their stories and pictures 

they create. 

 

Tracey Paton 

Librarian 
 
 



New governance model for Melbourne Catholic 

schools 
Published: 22 October 2020 

 

Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools Ltd will assume governance for 293 Catholic schools in Melbourne (Catholic Education Melbourne) 

A new company is to assume the governance and operation of Catholic schools in Melbourne 
Archdiocese, Archbishop Peter A. Comensoli has announced. Source: Melbourne Catholic. 
The change in governance arrangements will see all 293 schools owned by the Archdiocese, its parishes or 
associations of parishes in the Archdiocese of Melbourne transferred to Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic 
Schools Ltd (MACS). 
“Building on the significant legacy of parish priest-led and governed schools, MACS will usher in a new era 
for Catholic education in the Archdiocese,” Archbishop Comensoli said. 
“Education is integral to the mission of the Catholic Church to proclaim the Good News, and Catholic 
schooling forms our young people so they may be equipped with the knowledge, skills and hope to live 
meaningful lives and enrich the world around them. 
“The establishment of MACS is a necessary and constructive change to the operations for schools that not 
only reflects community expectations about the operations of schools, but keeps our Christ-centred mission 
at the heart of all we do in Catholic education.” 
Archbishop Comensoli has appointed former EY senior partner Gerard Dalbosco as the inaugural chair of 
MACS to lead this historic new path for Catholic education in Melbourne. 
Mr Dalbosco said that he was honoured to be appointed as the inaugural chair of MACS. 
“I am looking forward to MACS working closely with parish priests and parishes, which will continue to be 
central to the care and education of Catholic school students.” 
Archbishop Comensoli announced that Catholic Education Melbourne will also move to MACS, with 
recently announced Executive Director of Catholic Education Melbourne, Mr Jim Miles, to serve as MACS 
Executive Director. 
MACS will officially begin its governance responsibilities on January, 1 2021. 

Mango Fundraiser 

A reminder to order your mangoes by 25 October 2020.  Each tray contains approx. 7 kgs of mangoes, 
which equates to 12 large mangoes or up to 23 small mangos.  Please see the flyer later in this newsletter 
for details on how to order through CDFpay.  Send the link to friends and family too and they can log in as a 
“guest”. 

The money raised will go towards digital screens for our classrooms. 

Masks for Sale 

You may purchase a funky re-usable mask in your size handmade by Karen from the 
office for $10.00. All proceeds go to the Cambodian Kids Foundation. 
 

For all of our football enthusiasts…Enjoy the big game!  

Yours sincerely                    

Bronwyn Phillips 

Principal 

https://cathnews.com/images/images/2020/1022MACS-Catholic_school_St_Patricks_Mentone_Catholic_Education_Melbourne.jpg
https://cathnews.com/images/images/2020/1022MACS-Catholic_school_St_Patricks_Mentone_Catholic_Education_Melbourne.jpg
https://cathnews.com/images/images/2020/1022MACS-Catholic_school_St_Patricks_Mentone_Catholic_Education_Melbourne.jpg
https://cathnews.com/images/images/2020/1022MACS-Catholic_school_St_Patricks_Mentone_Catholic_Education_Melbourne.jpg
https://cathnews.com/images/images/2020/1022MACS-Catholic_school_St_Patricks_Mentone_Catholic_Education_Melbourne.jpg
https://cathnews.com/images/images/2020/1022MACS-Catholic_school_St_Patricks_Mentone_Catholic_Education_Melbourne.jpg


From the Classrooms:  

The Wild One  
Every cold night this year,  
as the garden hums, 
when the full moon is here 

the Wild One comes. 
Eyes of glowing lava, 
scales black as ink. 
From underground magma, 
dangerous like you think. 
  

He walks along the dark hall  
and stops right at my door. 
I hear him through the wall 
as his feet step onto my floor. 
I stare straight at him, 
he glares hard at me. 
His red pupils go slim, 
then he pads up with glee. 
  

I need to fight him 

he's being bad and bold. 
Even when the light is dim 

he's to do as he's told. 
I shout at him "Don't do this!" 

He's the saddest I've ever met. 
The Wild One's intentions are amiss, 
but I cannot stop him, his gaze is set. 
  

by Georgia Jehle 

 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parkour in PE!  

On Friday 30th October Mrs. Cavric has organised some Parkour 

instructors to run some outdoor classes in P.E with all the Grade 3 

- 6 students.  

Parkour / Freerunning / Art du Deplacement is the primarily non-

competitive physical discipline of training to move freely over and 

through any terrain using only the abilities of the body, principally 

through running, jumping, climbing and quadrupedal movement. In practice it focuses on developing 

the fundamental attributes required for such movement, which include functional strength and 

fitness, balance, spatial awareness, agility, coordination, precision, control and creative vision. 

The students will have great fun learning some of these skills and may find a new or existing talent!  

Any queries on these classes, please email Mrs. Cavric 

- kristy.cavric@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au 

  

mailto:kristy.cavric@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au


  



 



COMMUNITY NEWS 

 



 

Fresh North Queensland Mangoes 

Direct from the farm to you! 

Support Our Mango Fundraiser 
If you love mangoes, here’s your chance to indulge in fresh juicy 

Kensington Pride mangoes and support our fundraising drive. 

We are selling trays of mangoes picked and packed during the 

premium harvest. 

Cost per Tray is: $27  

(approx. 7kg per tray = depending on size of fruit there will be approx. 12 

large or up to 23 small mangoes) 

To order go to 

https://sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au 

Place your order by: 25/10/2020 

Expected delivery: end of November - mid December 2020 

For Further information contact:  

St Ambrose Parish School Office - 5427 1285 

 

Money raised will be used for:  
digital screens for the classrooms 


