
 

NEWSLETTER NO.  7  TERM 4   

FRIDAY 27T H  NOVEMBER,  2020 

Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

Year 6 Camp – Lady Northcote Bacchus Marsh Mon. 30 November – Wed. 2 December 

School Nurse to visit Prep students Tues. 1 & Wed. 2 December 

Cancer Fundraiser Crazy Hair Day 

Gold coin donation 

Friday 4 December 2020 

Prep Transition Session 4 Tuesday 8 December 2020 

St Ambrose Going Up Day – Grade 1-6 (9-11am) Tuesday 8 December 2020 

SHC Transition Day for Year 7 - cancelled Tuesday 8 December 2020 - cancelled 

St Ambrose Feast Day Liturgy & Celebration Day Wednesday 9 December 2020 

Grade 6 Graduation & Celebration Day Monday 14 December 2020 

Students final day of classes 
Dismissal – 3.30pm 

Tuesday 15 December 2020 

Maths Assessment Interviews by appointment.  
(Operoo will be sent shortly) 

Wed. 16 & Thurs. 17 December 2020 

 
We acknowledge and respect the past and 
present Elders, the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people and custodians of this land the 
Dja Dja Wurrung people. Thank you for 
protecting and preserving our land Australia in 
the past, for sharing it now and educating us for 
the future. 
We pay our respects to the Elders of the past, 
present and future and acknowledge their 
spiritual connection to Country 

 

 
By my words may I show people Jesus  

By my thoughts may I show people Jesus 
By my actions may I show people Jesus 

By my life may I show people Jesus 
 

 

 

Dear Families, Parishioners and Friends,  
 
It was with great enthusiasm that Mrs Geisler and I recently met with our 
architects to revisit and discuss further our design brief in order to fine tune our 
masterplan in preparation for our pending building project.  
 
Our purpose is to update and expand our existing facilities to retain the values, vision and 
aspirations of our school community as well as to allow us to further develop our pedagogical 
approach by creating contemporary, comfortable and flexible learning spaces. These spaces will 
enable us to set up inquiry and play based learning stations as well as break out spaces for our 



students to learn. The works will increase 
learning areas in a response to growing student 
numbers, as well as address accessibility 
issues.  
 
Since 2009 St Ambrose Primary School has 
grown from a student population of 214 to 255 
in 2020. We have had to therefore repurpose 
our rooms in order to cater for the increased 
number of students.  
 
Our building works will: 
 
• provide essential specialist services to 

students in facilities that respect privacy and 
wellbeing of child and family. 

• maximise current spaces through the use of 
glass sliding doors to utilise the corridor as 
extended learning areas. 

• create transparency, multiuse areas, 
student connectedness and collaboration in 
teacher and student learning. 

• enhance the school's ability to meet our children’s 
varied needs by providing an aesthetically 
appealing, comfortable, nurturing, inclusive, open 
and flexible learning environment. 

• provide additional facilities for the wider 
community that were previously unavailable due to 
either access or availability. 

• extend the existing canteen to include a teaching 
kitchen for student use.  

• allow designated tutorial and learning support 
spaces. These spaces will support learners and 
teachers in an acoustically isolated environment. Both students and teachers can use these 
spaces for planning, tutoring, one-one teaching, small group work and focused collaboration. 

• the creation of a welcoming and identifiable entry that promotes the school’s spirit of 
• welcome and hospitality. 
• the redevelopment of secure administrative and staff 

work areas to enhance the connectivity of 
leadership with staff, students and community 
through accessibility and visibility. 

• the addition of a designated creative arts 
space with associated outdoor learning deck 
to expand the curriculum and support creative 
and design thinking to students and the 
broader community. 

• -promote inclusivity through creation of DDA 
compliant entrances and amenities. 

• the enhancement of the current canteen as a food 
tech centre allows not only wider community use but 
compliments the 'garden to plate' program that has been 
developed over a number of years. 

  



The school is built on the traditional lands of the Jarra Jarra 
people, and prior to European settlement the Woiwurrung 
Aboriginal Clan inhabited the Woodend area for an estimated 
30000 years. European settlers began to take up land 
between 1820-1840. With the discovery of gold in this area 
townships, including Woodend, began to emerge along the 
road from Melbourne to the Bendigo gold fields. 
 
These are exciting times for St Ambrose Parish School! The 
Project Timeline has been developed in consultation with 
award-winning education architects, Clarke Hopkins Clarke.  
This planning process will occur across February to May 
2021. We will seek your further input and also share up to 
date plans with you throughout this process with the view to 
spend our grant money wisely to create the best possible 

school we can for our children. It is our hope to start construction in term 4 in 2021.  
 
 
Funding Details 
Total amount requested * 
$3,277,600.00 
School co-contribution 
$819,400.00 
Total project cost * 
$4,097,000.00 
 
 
 

 
 

School Photos 
 
Thank you for supporting your children 
to come to school dressed neatly with their hair 
well groomed. Photo time can be lots of fun. We 
hope that you are happy with your children’s 
photos. It is terrific that we could finally have them 
taken for this year.  
 
If you have not yet placed an order but would like 
to, you have until Sunday 29 November 2020 to order before late fees apply.  To order go to 

http://www.advancedlife.com.au/ and use the school code C5C 51R QJA. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.advancedlife.com.au/


Class Groupings 2021  
 
The cut-off date for your feedback for class 
placement in 2021 has passed. As you are 
aware, we are in the process of completing our 
class groupings for 2021. Staffing and class lists 
will be finalised by going up day on December 8th 
when your children will learn who their teacher 
and class is for the coming year.  
 
We have taken into account your input along with 
our knowledge of your children’s needs within the 
school setting. Please understand that we are 
unable to accommodate requests for specific 
teachers unless they align with our picture of your 
child’s needs as a learner within the context of our 
school environment. We carefully consider the needs of each child to attain the best possible 
balance within the classes which takes into account student needs, social dynamic, gender, 
abilities and friendships.  
 
We thank you for the trust you place in us in placing your children for their next year at school. 
 
Handover Conversations 

Our staff have spent considerable time collaborating and discussing our children’s needs when 
allocating them to class groups. They have also been allocated time to engage in handover 
conversations with your children’s 2021 teachers. We are following a thorough process to support 
your children’s transition optimally which will set them up for success in 2021.  

Drop Off & Pick Up Times 

Children may be dropped off at school from 8.30 am and picked up 
at 3.30 pm. Children are not supervised at school before 8.30 or 
after 3.45pm.  
 
Student Voice/Agency   
                                                                                                                          
Grace and Lily pictured on the right asked to meet with me to 
discuss their thoughts about raising money and awareness for 
wildlife injured in bushfires. The girls spoke about their ideas with 
enthusiasm. They will collaborate with their peers and make further 
plans before meeting with me in 2021 with the next stage of their 
plan.  
  



Crazy Hair Day  
 
Mason and Albert H are having their hair cut to raise money for cancer 
research. Mason has proposed we have a Crazy Hair Day inviting gold 
coin donations to donate towards this cause. See the flyer his family 
created later in this newsletter for further details. We encourage and 
support our students to develop as leaders, to collaborate and recognise 
their goals. Crazy Hair Day should be lots of fun as well as enable our 
children to contribute towards making a difference in others’ lives. 
 
Numeracy & Literacy Testing 

 
We will be allowing time for your child’s 
2020 teachers to work 1-1 with your children 
to do pre numeracy and literacy testing to inform their teaching for 
the beginning of the 2020 school year. These times also create an 
opportunity for your child and their teacher to develop and build on 
relationship which is pivotal to learning. You will be able to book in 
your interviews online after December 8th. Further information will 
be provided then.  

 
We understand that having these testing days’ means that families will need to organise care for 

their children. We believe that what we gain from this 1-1 time with 
teachers will give us valuable information to inform our teaching to 
differentiate effectively to meet your child’s learning of numeracy 
and literacy explicitly from their point of need. We thank you for your 
understanding and support. 
 
New Digital Screens 
Your children will enjoy the benefits of our new interactive panels 
from next week in their classrooms. These glare free screens are 
portable as well as interactive. They are a much needed resource 
which we will use to share text, information and to model literacy 
and numeracy strategies. 
 

 

 

 

 
Loombands!  
 
Our social justice team asked for a gold coin donation to 
support Sandy’s Wildlife Op Shop in Woodend near our 
school. Sandy will give the money to some of the shelters 
she looks after all around the Macedon Ranges. 
 

The team made some loom bands, and if you donated a gold 
coin to help you got a choice of a gift of a loom band if you 
wanted. It all started at the start of the year in Term 1 when they tried to do it then but couldn’t do so because of 
COVID-19, so last week they decided to get it done! “We had all kept the secret for a very long time so we were 
very excited to let it out to the school”. 
 

Thank you very very much for all of your donations. We raised $430.20! 
 
Tilly, Isabelle, Sophie.O, Sophie.H, Chloe, Chiara and the Social Justice Team! 

 



Mango Pick Up Procedure  

For those who have ordered mangoes, they will be available to pick up next 

Tuesday between 3.15 pm & 3.45 pm or on Wednesday morning from 8.45 

am until 9.05 am. To uphold Covid-19 safe rules we ask that you collect your 

tray of mangoes from the front door of the parish hall. It would also help if you 

picked up promptly to allow parking space for others and to maintain social 

distancing. We have raised over $1,300.00 and thank Anita La Forgia for driving 

this fundraiser. We hope that you enjoy your mangoes! This money will be put 

towards paying off our digital screens. 

2021 Fee Schedule: 
The levies we collect are pooled so as to ensure the best value for dollar is achieved. We take pride in the 

fact that we are able to achieve excellent educational 
outcomes for our students whilst providing an affordable 
Catholic education. In keeping our costs low and affordable, 
it is essential that families contribute to their child’s 
education by ensuring that payment of the fees and levies 
are made each year and in a timely manner. 
 

To meet our costs in 2021 there will be two options for how 
and when to pay school fees which can be: 
 
1. in agreed instalments via direct debit or  
2. in total at the beginning of the year.  
 

This is to ensure that the school receives funds at the start of the school year so as we can pay the many 
costs that are invoiced to us in January and February.  Families who, until now have had other 
arrangements, are going to be asked to change to one of these two options. 

 

For families who are currently in arrears for the 2019/2020 school 
year and have not made an arrangement with the school, it is 
essential that you please attend to your account as soon as 
possible or contact the office prior to next Friday 4th December 
2020.  
  
Please note that we do everything we can to hold costs down 
whilst providing the best education opportunities possible for your 
child. We thank you for your efforts to keep payment of fees up to 
date. It is important for us to collect fees as these are included in 
our budgeting to cover the costs of delivering rich and diverse 

programs for your children. If you are having difficulty paying fees or need to set up or upgrade a payment 
plan, you can phone myself or Karen at the office. We will continue to follow up with overdue accounts 
over the next week. We understand that family income and financial situations can change for many 
reasons and can cause much stress to families and therefore always encourage families to communicate 
with us, so as individual circumstances can be managed. 
  
We would also like to take this opportunity to thank you for your support of the school in a non-financial 
way through participation in classroom activities (term 1) and parent groups, contributing to school 
projects and works and assisting with fundraising and events. Our community, as a whole, has gained 
greatly from the gift of your time, effort and support. 
 



For your forward planning, 2021 fees are set as 
follows: 

• Family fee : $1,970.00 per family 

• Student Levy: $505.00 per student 

So $ 492.50  for each family per term (Family Fee) 

Add $ 126.00  for each child (Stud. Levy) 

• Gr 4 camp $350.00 (increase $40.00) 

• Gr 6 camp $810.00 (increase $85.00) 

Thank you for your efforts to keep your payment of 
fees up to date. This greatly assists us to meet our costs, update resources and to continue to deliver 
quality programs for your children. 

 

2021 Term Dates 

Term 1 Wednesday 27 January (Staff Return) 

Thursday 28 & Friday 29th January student 1-1 Literacy Interviews 

Monday 1 Feb Classes Resume 

Last day of term 1 : Thursday 1 April 

Easter Break – Friday 2 – Monday 5 April 

Term 2 Monday 19 April – Friday 25 June 

Term 3 Monday 12 July – Friday 17 September 

Term 4 Monday 4 October – Friday 17 December 

 

Assembly - Student Awards  

Congratulations: 

P/1M Ben L for exploring new and interesting vocabulary in his writing. 
P/1M Nye B for having a go at independently editing his writing. 
P/1R Elliot D for taking on feedback and trying to improve his handwriting. 
P/1R Jack B for his great effort with his recount writing this week. 
P/1R Cosette D for a well written retell from the perspective of a character. 
P/1TA Joshua R for responding to teacher feedback to add detail to his writing! Well done! 
P/1TA Felix D for a huge improvement in his reading and especially his writing! 
P/1TA Joseph O for trying really hard when reading and writing! 
1/2E Isla N for working well in groups and producing an awesome art work! 
1/2E Harry M for embracing new challenges with great enthusiasm! 
1/2E Amity C for always working hard to improve her writing! 
1/2O Ethan C for his perseverance while writing his narrative.  You have completed something you can 

be truly proud of! 
1/2O Bailey P for sharing his knowledge and expertise with others to support them.  Thanks for helping! 
1/2O Gus H for tackling a challenge and really applying himself to complete the task.  Your maths left me 

amazed! 



3/4C Zara C for being a willing contributor in maths discussions. 
3/4C Lily A for contributing well in Reading groups. 
3/4C James K for being a kind and considerate classmate. 
3/4F Finlay M for always being polite and friendly in the classroom! 
3/4F William B for always being willing to share his learning strategies 

with his classmates! 
3/4P Tilly M for sharing her animation tips with the class. 
3/4P Jamie H for great teamwork on class activities. 
5/6M Luke C for his kind and caring support towards members of our 

community! 
5/6M Lowenna E for her leadership skills she displays each day in everything she does! 
5/6M Hattie B for her positive mindset and "Have-a-Go" attitude towards all of her learning. 
5/6M Harry W for his kind and caring support towards members of our community! 
5/6R Freddie S for putting in a great effort when working on Maths tasks. 
5/6R Fynn R for always being a positive member of the class.  You are a fantastic role model for your 

peers. 
 
Noah H for being thoughtful and kind to his "Buddy" at the skate park. 
 
Mathletics – Gold Certificate – Ryan K (P/1TA) – Congratulations! 

Tennis coaching in PE... 

Yesterday and today we’ve been lucky enough to have expert local tennis coach Marcus Wills 
teaching the children some tennis skills in PE. The children did really well and some already do 
coaching with Marcus. Hopefully these skills will be useful over the summer holidays and they can 
get in some more practice! 

Year 6 Leadership 2021 
 

Our grade 5 students are currently preparing to run for leadership positions offered in 2021. They 
have nominated themselves for their desired positions and have created a poster of themselves, 
which informs our school community of the qualities they believe will make them a good leader in 
our school. 
 
Students are currently writing a speech which will be presented to Years 4 and 5 students during 
the week of 7th December. 
 
Students from grades 4 and 5 will then vote in a private ballot. All ballot papers will be given to Ms 
Phillips and Mrs Geisler to count. Winning positions will be announced on our last day of school. 
 



 

 

Greetings from the library  

It is that time of year again 
when I ask you all to have a 
look around your home, in 
bags, under beds, on 
bookshelves and down the side 
of the sofa for any books that 
belong to our fabulous library. 
 
Sadly we have hundreds of 
books that have not been returned and this means that students are 
missing out on borrowing some really fabulous books.  I would really 
love it if you could do your best to get all St Ambrose books back to 
school ASAP.  Stay safe and keep reading. Trace  
 
 

 

Ready, Set, Pray! 

The Ready, Set, Pray! Children’s Liturgy of the Word @ Home video 

series has been created to provide an engaging space for families to 

encounter Jesus through the Sunday gospel during this time when we 

cannot gather at church.  

Each week includes an invitation for families to create and gather in 

their own prayer space, to sing, hear the Gospel, pray and respond creatively through a fun 

activity.   

View the full Ready, Set, Pray! playlist here:  

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLP4Pb34ThQ34InNPfqs1fCtAmggV0fewQ  

THIS WEEK :    https://tinyurl.com/yx9g578b  

24 November     Fynn R 

28 November     Joel W 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLP4Pb34ThQ34InNPfqs1fCtAmggV0fewQ
https://tinyurl.com/yx9g578b


 

Starting in Term One, 2021 Mrs. Debbie Geisler will be offering the Seasons for Growth Children and 

Young People’s Program here at St Ambrose Primary. 

The program consists of four levels: 

 Level 1 (ages 6-8 years): 40 min sessions 

 Level 2 (ages 9-10 years): 40 min sessions 

 Level 3 (ages 11-12 years): 40 min sessions 

 Level 4 (ages 13-18 years) – Secondary: 50 min sessions 

Seasons for Growth helps children and young people to: 

 Learn about how death of a loved one, parental separation/divorce, or other significant loss event 

(incl. loss of grandparent, loss of friend, change of schools…) may impact on their lives 

 Learn the knowledge, skills and attitudes required to understand and respond well to such 

experiences, including: 

o understanding the grief process 

o recognising their feelings and other reactions to loss are normal 

o developing skills for coping, problem solving and decision making 

o building a peer-support network 

o restoring self-confidence and self-esteem 

 

There is more information further in this newsletter about what the participants learn in the program.  If you 

feel you child/ren may benefit from this program, or you would like more information, please do not hesitate 

to contact Mrs. Debbie Geisler, Deputy Principal/Wellbeing Leader on 5427 1285. 

 



 
                              
 I hope you are enjoying the benefits of the 
relaxed restrictions. Wishing you all a 
relaxing weekend. 
 
Yours sincerely    
 

Bronwyn Phillips 
Principal 

 
 

 

  



EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

St Ambrose School Procedures for the Bushfire Season 

Schools and children’s services listed on the DET Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR) will be closed when a Code Red fire 

danger rating day is determined in their Bureau of 

Meteorology district.  Our school has been identified as 

being one of those at high bushfire risk and is listed on the 

BARR. 

Where possible, we will provide parents with up to four days’ 

notice of a potential Code Red day closure by notification 

through Operoo, email and SMS. 

A Code Red day will be determined by the Emergency 

Management Commissioner no later than 1.00 pm the day 

before the potential closure.  Once we are advised of the 

confirmation of the Code Red day we will provide you with 

advice before the end of the school day. 

Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather forecast.  This is to 

avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your child.  It is also important to note that: 

 No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Code Red day. 

 Out-of-school-hours care will also be cancelled on these days 

 School camps and off-site activities will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined for the 

Bureau of Meteorology district in which the camp is located. 

 As a bus co-ordinating school all bus routes will be cancelled. 

 Depending on which Bureau of Meteorology district is impacted bus route cancellations may affect our school. 

On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such days children should 

never be left at home or in the care of older children. 

For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the CFA advise that when Code Red days are forecast, the safest option is 

to leave the night before or early on the morning of the Code Red day. 

As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we have updated and completed our Emergency 

Management Plan.  

What can parents do? 

 Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care arrangements in the 

event that our school is closed.   

 Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers.  Keep in touch with us by 

reading our newsletters, by checking our website www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au and by talking to your 

child’s teacher or any other member of the teaching staff about our emergency management plan.  

 Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or short stay in the bush or in a coastal area, 

you should check warnings in advance of travel and remain vigilant during your stay.  

 

 If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan.  

 

 You can access more information about children’s services closures on the Department of Education and 

Training website – see http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx  

For up-to-date information on this year’s fire season, visit the CFA website at www.cfa.vic.gov.au or call the 24-hour 

Victorian Bushfires Information Line on 1800 240 667. 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx
http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/
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