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Term 2 dates

Caritas coin count is on Monday 6th May.  
Donations are welcome.
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Dear families, parishioners, and friends,
Our local Woodend RSL did a terrific job bringing the

community together again for another fitting tribute to
our ANZACS. We remembered them on ANZAC Day along
with all who have served, including our family members

and relatives who have served.
 It was a privilege to be part of the march which was very

well attended by community members, local schools,
 and groups.

Thank you to our families and staff who came along.
Special congratulations to our children who all
participated in a reverent and respectful way.

It was great to see Fr. Martin at the service. Many of you
know that he served as a chaplain in the army for some
time. He is pictured on our newsletter cover. Fr Martin
will be finishing as our Parish Priest at the beginning of
July. We are thankful for the service and support of Fr
Martin as our faith leader and will certainly miss him.  
Archbishop Peter Comensoli has appointed Rev. John

Healy (who is currently serving in Holy Trinity Catholic
Parish) as Parish Priest of St Ambrose Woodend as well

as St Mary’s Lancefield. Fr. Brian Muling will continue as
Assistant Priest and live in the Lancefield Presbytery. 

Fr. John Healy will live at the Woodend Presbytery. He
will join us from July 10th this year. Fr Martin is going to

attend an assembly in June so that the children can
farewell him and the parish will also organise a farewell.  

We will keep you informed!

Our students were delighted to discover the new
colourful playground markings this week which they

enjoy on these spectacular autumn days. Thank you to
our families and community for your generous support

of our fete which has mostly funded these additional play
options. Thanks also to the Edu-marking team who

installed the areas!
Our next assembly is at 3.00 pm in the library on

Monday. 5-6M are running this assembly. 
You are welcome to join us.
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Canteen

After School Supervision
Our school community, at its heart, strives to foster
goodwill and cooperation. It is great to see families

enjoying our beautiful school grounds after school. We are
also happy that we can host after school soccer and

netball. A reminder that children need to be supervised by
an adult if they are playing on school grounds after school.
Siblings of soccer and netballers who are not participating

as well also need to be supervised by an adult. Any
children not supervised after school will be asked to wait
at the office to be picked up. Thank you for your support

in keeping our children safe. 

THANKYOU to Katie and all of our wonderful volunteers
who are assisting with running the canteen. See information

later in this NL about recess options on Tuesdays. 
 The children are very happy with the new menu!

Mother’s Day-Special Persons Liturgy
& Afternoon Tea

Make sure that you have Wednesday 8th May at
2.00pm marked in your diaries. We look forward to

welcoming our mothers and special people for
afternoon tea followed by a liturgy and family

games in classrooms. 

Wild Action Zoo Incursion
Learning about Sustainability allows students to develop

the knowledge, skills, values and world views necessary to
contribute to more sustainable patterns of living.

Our 3-4 students’ interest was captured throughout their
Wild Action Zoo incursion this week where they learned

more about:
-the unique features, habitats and life cycles of Australian

animals and how to group them accordingly.
how Australian animals depend on each other and the

environment to survive.

https://www.holytrinitycatholicparish.org.au/home
https://www.holytrinitycatholicparish.org.au/home
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            Bronwyn Phillips 
            Principal

Clean Up Australia Day

Next Newsletter

For more news and photos visit our website 
and look at latest news.

Our next newsletter will be published on 
Friday, 17th May.

2025 Enrolments are Now
Being Taken

We encourage anyone who is considering enrolling
their child in 2025 to make contact from now.

 It is great that we have so much interest in our school. 
I am available to give tours via appointment to those

interested. 

Year 5-6 Sovereign Hill Excursion

 Now that the building works are complete (almost) we
can have open days. We have scheduled two of these.
The first is on Tuesday 7th May at 9.30-10.30 am. The

second is on Wednesday 7th August 2024: School Open
Morning 9.30 am – 10.30 am. Our school leaders will
show visitors through the school. Classes will run as

normal on these mornings. 

School Open Days

PSG Minutes

As an introduction to year 5-6 Term 2 Genre Writing (The
Gold Rush) and their Inquiry Unit (Migration: Australia Our

Country), our year 5-6 students visited Sovereign Hill in
Ballarat yesterday. They spent the day focusing on the

1850’s gold rush heritage and the environment. Amongst
many activities, students had the opportunity to explore the

Chinese Camp fields, pan for gold, tour the Red Hill Mine,
watch gold pouring, candle making, and watch the tinsmith

in action! From all accounts it was a great day!

Thank you to our parents who have attended their child’s
PSG meeting recently. In order to remain compliant with

our NCCD funding requirements we need the minutes
signed by you and returned for our records. Thank you for

attending to this.

Our year 3-4 students participated in Clean Up
Australia Day this week and did a splendid job!

Thank you to our parents who pitched in as well!

Head lice

In addition to the website and fortnightly newsletter,
which we hope you make time to read, we have now

opened a Facebook page as a means of regularly sharing
our activities with you & the wider community. Our

Facebook page is called, St Ambrose Primary School
Woodend.  We encourage you to follow us and share our

page with family and friends. Faces of children who 
don't have photo permission won't be included 

in the photos on Facebook.  
Click here to follow us on Facebook -

Website
If you would like to visit our new look 

school website you can via:
https://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/

Facebook

We have had several reported cases of headlice over
the past two weeks. We recommend that you

regularly check your student's hair. Children who
have had headlice can come back to school once

they are treated. If your child is unwell they should
remain at home to recover. 

-connections with Aboriginal culture, stories and their
connection to the land and wildlife. 

-the threats to Australian, particularly local, wildlife
 and the environment.

-how each of us can help to care for wildlife and
 the environment.

Thank you to their teachers and Kimberley from Wild
Action Zoo for creating this opportunity!

https://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/people/St-Ambrose-Primary-School-Woodend/61558470521257/
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Prep K   Nick L for working hard on his caterpillar sounds and recalling them quickly!
Prep K   Leboko S for wonderful work in writing with Miss Keenan this week!

Prep K    Thomas S for being a kind and responsible member of Prep K!
Prep T   Ruper F for sharing his ideas in class discussions.

Prep T   Tilly N for being a kind and responsible friend.
1/2CM   Ruby W for showing great perseverance in cross country.  Well done!

1/2CM   Jordan M for showing such great focus in the classroom!
1/2O   Lucy S for consistently showing the Positive Behaviours for Learning.

1/2O   Isabelle A for her dedication to improving her fluency.  Awesome work!
1/2S   Elliott N for his hard work, effort and resilience when writing.  Well done!

1/2S   Ivy H for being a kind, respectful and friendly member of class who is always
looking out for others.  Well done!

3/4M   Leon G for always helping in the classroom.
3/4M   Mila C for her amazing effort during cross country.

3/4R   Alice C for making such a positive start to term 2!
3/4R   Joshua R for always treating others with kindness!

5/6M   Sonny B for his understanding of multiplication mental strategies.
5/6M   Sofia X for successfully mastering the “compensation strategy” to answer

multiplication sums
5/6P   Joel W for his excellent knowledge in using the compensation strategy to solve

multiplication problems.
5/6P   Alani F for sharing her knowledge in how to use the extended method to solve

multiplication problems.
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Student Awards

4  M a y     A n g u s  T
6  M a y     M a d e l i n e  D ,  J a c k  J
7  M a y     E l i a s  B
1 5  M a y    J a c o b  W

S p o r t s  S t a r s  o f  t h e  w e e k
S o f i a  M  f o r  e x c e l l e n t  s p o r t s m a n s h i p  s h o w n  i n  P E

l e s s o n s  e n c o u r a g i n g  o t h e r s .
J a c k  B  f o r  e x c e l l e n t  p e r s i s t e n c e  a n d

d e t e r m i n a t i o n  w h e n  c o m p e t i n g  i n  c r o s s  c o u n t r y .

P B L  -  B r o n z e  c e r t i f i c a t e
P o p p y  C ,  M a g g i e  C ,  E v e r l y  B ,  G r a c e  H ,  C h a r l o t t e
W ,  E l l i o t t  N ,  L u c a s  T ,  I s l a  M ,  F l o r e n c e  H ,  H a r p e r

C ,  H o l l y  C ,  I s a b e l l e  A ,  S c a r l e t t  A G ,  J o r d a n  M ,
C o b y  S ,  A m a r i  B ,  I s a b e l l e  M ,  E l i a s  B ,  E i r e  B ,

J a m e s  B ,  A l i c e  L m  E m i l y  S ,  B i l l  R ,  B e n  C ,  L a c h l a n
G ,  A l i c e  C  ( 3 / 4 M ) ,  M o l l y  M ,  I o n a  T ,  D a v i d  Y ,
A u g i e  L ,  L e o n  G ,  E m r y s  G ,  B a s s y  G ,  V a r l i  F ,

J e t h r o  F  &  R o s e  B .

P B L  -  S i l v e r  c e r t i f i c a t e
H a m i s h  M ,  R y a n  K  &  O r l a n d o  L .
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If you would like your child(ren) to take part in the 2024
Premiers’ Reading Challenge please click here

 and register as a School Aged Home based Reader.
Children who complete the Challenge in the required time

will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the
Victorian Premier and former premiers.

Premiers’ Reading Challenge 2024

Student Initiatives
Well done to Margot and her helpers! Margot initiated a
Save the Environment Club and with the support of her

helpers did a colossal job tidying the yard! 
She is pictured after delivering her speech to ignite

enthusiasm for her cause!

Canteen News
 - Tuesday recess orders

Thank you very much for supporting our canteen and for the orders
received since re opening. I hope your children have enjoyed their

lunches and variety of options. It's great to see their excitement on
canteen day and I'm pleased to be back in the kitchen!

Starting from Tuesday 14th of May we will trial opening for recess orders
 only each Tuesday in addition to the regular Wednesday full menu day. 

Please keep an eye on Flexischools for the new service to place
 your childs order.

Katie

https://vprc.eduweb.vic.gov.au/register


Music News
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Ranges Music
 - Spotlight Concert Picnic

H i  A l l  . .  

W e ' r e  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  o u r  T e r m  2  S p o t l i g h t  C o n c e r t  a s  a n
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a l l  o f  o u r  m u s i c i a n s  t o  c o m e  t o g e t h e r  a t
W o o d e n d  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l  a n d  s h a r e  t h e i r  l o v e  o f  m u s i c !  

 S u n d a y ,  M a y  1 9 t h  f r o m  2  t o  4 p m .   B Y O  p i c n i c  b l a n k e t  a n d
n i b b l e s .   A  s a u s a g e  s i z z l e ,  d r i n k s  a n d  o t h e r  t r e a t s  w i l l  b e  o n

s a l e  f r o m  t h e  W o o d e n d  P r i m a r y  P F A .

B o o k i n g s  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  t o  a s s i s t  w i t h  n u m b e r s .  
 P l e a s e  p u r c h a s e  y o u r  t i c k e t s  a t  T r y b o o k i n g . c o m / C R G O F .    

M o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a t  r a n g e s m u s i c . n e t / s p o t l i g h t .

http://trybooking.com/CRGOF
http://rangesmusic.net/spotlight
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AROUND THE SCHOOL
WILD ACTION ZOO - GR 3/4



A s  y o u  k n o w ,  t h r o u g h o u t  2 0 2 4 ,  w e  w i l l  b e  w o r k i n g  c l o s e l y  w i t h  T h e  R e s i l i e n c e
P r o j e c t  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  w e l l b e i n g  o f  o u r  s c h o o l  c o m m u n i t y .  

N o t  o n l y  d o e s  o u r  P a r t n e r s h i p  P r o g r a m  c o n s i s t  o f  o n l i n e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  a n d
w e e k l y  l e s s o n s  f o r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  f o r  s t a f f ,  b u t  i t  a l s o

i n c l u d e s  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  P a r e n t  a n d  C a r e r  H u b .

P l e a s e  c l i c k  o n  t h e  l i n k  b e l o w  t o  m e e t  H u g h  a n d  l e a r n  a b o u t  T h e  R e s i l i e n c e
P r o j e c t  a s  w e l l  a s  w a t c h  t h e  s h o r t  d i g i t a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  3  k e y  c o m p o n e n t s

o f  t h e  p r o g r a m ;  G r a t i t u d e ,  E m p a t h y  a n d  M i n d f u l n e s s :

h t t p s : / / t h e r e s i l i e n c e p r o j e c t . c o m . a u / 2 0 2 3 - p a r e n t - c a r e r - h u b - i n s p i r e - h u g h /
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M e n t a l  H e a l t h  &  W e l l b e i n g  a t  S t  A m b r o s e

 E r i n  B r a s s

N o t e :  I n  t h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  H u g h  s h a r e s  a
p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  a b o u t  h i s  s i s t e r ' s
b a t t l e s  w i t h  M e n t a l  I l l n e s s .  T h i s  v i d e o

c o n t a i n s  a  s t o r y  a b o u t  a n  E a t i n g  D i s o r d e r
t h a t  m a y  b e  t r i g g e r i n g .  P l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  t h i s

b e f o r e  w a t c h i n g .  F o r  m e n t a l  h e a l t h
r e s o u r c e s  a n d  s u p p o r t  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  

v i s i t  T h e  R e s i l i e n c e  P r o j e c t ’ s  S u p p o r t  P a g e .

Community News

https://theresilienceproject.com.au/2023-parent-carer-hub-inspire-hugh/
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/support/


Faith & Family

G o s p e l  R e f l e c t i o n :    J o h n  1 5 : 1 - 8

T h e  p a r a b l e  o f  t h e  v i n e  a n d  t h e  b r a n c h e s  i s  o n e  o f  m y  f a v o r i t e s .  I t  i s  o n e
o f  t h e  m o s t  h o p e f u l  a n d  u p l i f t i n g  o f  J e s u s ’  p a r a b l e s .  I t  i s  s o  e n c o u r a g i n g
w h e n  o n e  i s  f e e l i n g  d o w n  a n d  s t r e s s e d  b y  t h e  b u s y n e s s  o f  e v e r y d a y  l i f e .

W e  ( t h e  b r a n c h e s )  a r e  h e l d  u p  b y  J e s u s  ( o u r  v i n e ) .  W e  a r e  a t t a c h e d  t o  H i m ;
H e  n o u r i s h e s  a n d  s u p p o r t s  u s .  W h e n  w e  a r e  f e e l i n g  b u r d e n e d  b y  t h e

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  h o m e ,  c h i l d r e n ,  j o b s ,  o r  l i f e  i n  g e n e r a l ,  o u r  v i n e  i s  t h e r e
t o  b e a r  s o m e  o f  t h a t  b u r d e n  w i t h  u s .

J e s u s  t o l d  t h e  d i s c i p l e s  t h a t  t h e y  m u s t  “ r e m a i n  i n  [ H i m ] . ”  D e s p i t e  t h e
b u s y n e s s  a n d  t i r e d n e s s ,  w e  n e e d  t o  r e m a i n  i n  H i m  b y  c u l t i v a t i n g  o u r

r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  H i m .  W e  n e e d  t o  m a k e  p r a y e r  a  d a i l y  h a b i t .  W e  m u s t  f i n d
t i m e  t o  r e a d  H i s  W o r d .  G o i n g  t o  M a s s  t o  r e c e i v e  H i m  -  b o d y ,  b l o o d ,  s o u l ,
a n d  d i v i n i t y  w i l l  n o u r i s h  a n d  s u s t a i n  u s .  G o i n g  t o  c o n f e s s i o n  t o  h e a r  H i s

f o r g i v e n e s s  w i l l  h e l p  l i f t  s o m e  o f  t h a t  b u r d e n .  W e  s h o u l d  c o n s c i o u s l y  w o r k
a t  b e i n g  c l o s e r  t o  J e s u s .

G e t t i n g  b a c k  t o  t h e  p a r a b l e ,  w e  c a n  r e m a i n  i n  H i m  b y  l e a n i n g  i n t o  H i m .  W e
c a n  c o u n t  o n  H i m .  W e  c a n  m e d i t a t e  o n  H i s  l o v e  a n d  c a r e .  H e  c e r t a i n l y  i s

t h e  v i n e  t h a t  h o l d s  u s  u p .

C o p y r i g h t  2 0 2 4  L a u r a n n  D o n a h u e  ( C a t h o l i c  M o m :  H o l y  C r o s s  P a r i s h  M i n i s t r i e s )
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JOIN THE CELEBRATION OF ALL THINGS 

P A R I S H  N E W S L E T T E R  

C H I L D R E N ' S  L I T U R G Y

G o d  o f  G e n e r o u s  F r u i t s ,  p l a n t  u s  i n  t h e  s o i l  o f  Y o u r  l o v e .  
J e s u s ,  Y o u  r e m i n d  u s  t h a t  Y o u  a r e  t h e  T r u e  V i n e ,  

w e  a r e  Y o u r  b r a n c h e s .  
H e l p  u s  t o  s t a y  j o i n e d  t o  Y o u ,  T h r o u g h  o u r  t h o u g h t s ,

 w o r d s  a n d  a c t i o n s .  
J e s u s  s a i d  t o  h i s  d i s c i p l e s :  I  a m  t h e  t r u e  v i n e

,  a n d  m y  F a t h e r  i s  t h e  g a r d e n e r .

W O N D E R I N G :  

H O W  D O  I  L E A N
 I N T O  J E S U S

 T O D A Y ?

https://files.ecatholic.com/25471/bulletins/20240428.pdf?t=1713929001000
https://files.ecatholic.com/25471/bulletins/20240428.pdf?t=1713929001000
https://www.yearbprayingwithchildren.org/april-28---sunday-5-easter.html

