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NEWSLETTER NO .29 

THURSDAY ,  14 T H  SEPTEMBER ,  2017 

 
 

 
 

The Production Technical Team Getting Ready 

 
Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 
 

Production week is in full swing and everyone is 

buzzing with anticipation at this year’s 

performance. Eloise Meyer and her crew of 

amazingly talented and willing parents are 

doing a fabulous job in preparing students, 

props and stage equipment so that this year’s 

production continues to be as spectacular they 

have been in previous years.  
 

A very special thanks to Sacred Heart College ~ 

Kyneton for providing us the opportunity to 

utilise their theatre and auxiliary rooms. Their 

facility allows us to ensure that everyone in the 

audience, for that night, gets a great view and 

an even better experience on the night. 

Please note that both performances have now 

been sold out. We will be collecting gold coin 

donations for St Ambrose Care on both nights.  

  

Next Week 
Monday: 18.09 

 School Production Night @Sacred Heart 

College 

Wednesday: 20.09 

 School Production Night @Sacred Heart 

College 

Thursday: 21.09 

 Specialist Classes will occur this day.  

Friday: 22.09 

 No Specialist Classes 

 Whole School Liturgy: 12.30pm 

 End of Term - Students Dismissed at 1.30pm 

 

 
 

Classrooms Say A Lot….. 

Parents who visit their child’s classroom, 

especially when they have more than one child 

in the school, comment often at the way each 

classroom looks and feels like.  
 

Classrooms say a lot about the pedagogy, 

passion, commitment and professionalism of a 

classroom teacher. When visiting your child’s 

classroom, take a moment to look around at 

the walls. There should be examples of 

modelled writing to support your own child’s 

literacy skills, examples of mathematical 

processes that remind students of strategies or 

concepts being taught; learning intensions and 

success criteria that clearly articulate what 

learning and success looks like; symbols of their 

faith that remind us of who we are; student work 

that celebrates their achievements and the 

personal touch that reminds each other of 

birthdays or celebrations.  
 

One of the things we are very proud of is the 

displays of student work that feature throughout 

the hallways. More importantly, that these 

displays change regularly highlighting the 

learning that is consistently occurring from week 

to week. 
 

As a staff, we strongly encourage you to take 

the opportunity to visit your child’s classroom, to 

catch up with your child’s teacher, have a chat 

and not only get to hear about your child’s 

achievements, but to see them in action. 



 
2 

 

The Uniform Shop Is Going Online  
Currently we are using Flexi-Schools to order 

online for canteen. Parental feedback has 

highlighted that the fees associated with this 

system, especially when ordering for a number 

of children within the same family, can add up 

quickly, causing some families to choose not to 

use the online ordering system, nor the canteen 

for that matter.  
 

Acting upon the feedback, we have sourced a 

new provider that does not pass on such costs. 

Therefore, when you order, there are no 

additional fees or costs associated with the 

purchase. The provider is CDF-Pay. 
 

At the start of Term 4, we will be moving to the 

Catholic Development Fund’s(CDF) CDFpay 

Cash-free Solution for both our canteen & 

uniform store.  
 

For parents currently using Flexi-Schools, you will 

still be able to continue to use the system for 

ordering at the canteen until the end of the 

school year. This will allow you to use up any 

credit that is currently in your account.  
 

From the start of the 2018 school year, only CDF-

Pay will be available.  
 

Next week, a CareMonkey form will be sent to 

you with clear instructions as to how to register 

for this service. We want to make this as simple 

and user friendly a process as possible. 
 

Again, thank you for supporting the 

implementation of the new school uniform. Our 

students look fantastic 
 

If you have any questions please contact the 

office. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

Des Noack 

Principal 
 

UNIFORM SHOP NEWS 

 
  

As you are all aware the uniform shop has had 

a massive year and with this comes a lot of 

changes!  Please read the Q & A points below 

to know how it is all going to work. 
 

Out with the old & in with the new! 
 

Q:  How will you be able to purchase 

uniform items? 

- Firstly you will need to create an 

account with the new CDF online 

service (similar to Flexischools) available 

Monday 9th October. 

- From here you will be able to access the 

whole uniform shop online 24/7 from the 

comfort of your home. 

- Alternatively the uniform shop will still be 

open on Monday mornings from 8:30 to 

10:00am. 

Q:  How long do we have to change from 

Winter Uniform to Summer Uniform?  
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- There is a 2 weeks transition period  

- Hats are required to be worn by all 

students from Monday 9th October (first 

day of Term 4). 

- Hats are to be worn Term 4 & Term 1 
 

Q:   When do we need to have our Summer 

2018 uniform orders in by? 
 

CUT OFF FOR 2018 ORDERS IS 

WEDNESDAY 25th OCTOBER. 
 

Uniforms will be available for 

collection by the end of January 

2018 (exact date to be confirmed). 
 

Q:  Why so early you ask? 

- Most of our uniform is now made 

offshore.  Because of this & the 

manufactures closing for part of 

January we need to allow enough time. 
 

Q:  What happens if my child has a big 

growth spurt over the summer holidays? 

- No problems we will exchange the items 

for another size! 
 

Q:  What happens if I don’t order by 

Wednesday 25th October? 

- Whilst we will carry extra stock we won’t 

be able to guarantee we have enough 

for everyone & you run the risk of not 

having your uniform by the start of 2018. 
 

Please be patient while we, the volunteers, roll 

out this new system. 
 

If you have any questions or feedback please 

email us on: stambroseuniform@gmail.com 
 

Please allow a couple of days for a response. 
 

Thank you in advance, 
 

Michelle, Cath & Anna 

 
 

Banking News 
 
This Friday (tomorrow) will be the last 
banking day for Term 3. Thank you to all of 
those “savers” who have banked weekly. 
Great saving! 
 

 
 

Help Students 
Improve Their Writing 

 
Creating opportunities for students to read and 

respond to one another’s writing provides 

opportunities to engage in “peer review”. This 

greatly helps students improve their reading 

and writing skills whilst learning how to 

collaborate effectively. 

 

More specifically, participating in peer review 

can help students: 

 

 Learn how to read carefully, with attention to 

the details of a piece of writing (whether their 

own or another writer’s); 

 Learn how to strengthen their writing by 

taking into account the responses of actual 

and anticipated readers; 

 Make the transition from writing primarily for 

themselves or for an instructor to writing for a 

broader audience – a key transition for 

students as they learn to write papers for 

secondary school; 

 Learn how to formulate and communicate 

constructive feedback on a peer’s work; 

 Learn how to gather and respond to 

feedback on their own work. 
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A common mistake is assuming that students 

already have the skills described above and 

that incorporating peer review simply amounts 

to asking students to apply these skills to the 

tasks of reading and responding to one 

another’s writing.  
 

 
 

Instead, our Grade 1’s and 2’s have been 

approaching peer reviewing as an opportunity 

to teach these skills and for students to practice 

them. 

 
 
When I was teaching writing--and I still say it--I 
taught that the best way to learn to write is by 
reading. Reading critically, noticing 
paragraphs that get the job done, how your 
favourite writers use verbs, all the useful 
techniques. A scene catches you? Go back and 
study it. Find out how it works. 
 
(Tony Hillerman, quoted by G. Miki Hayden in Writing 
the Mystery: A Start-to-Finish Guide for Both Novice 
and Professional, 2nd ed. Intrigue Press, 2004) 
 

Wheelchairs For Kids 
 

On Monday 30th October our School will be 

having a Wheelathon to support the 

Wheelchairs For Kids organisation.  

 

This remarkable volunteer organisation, 

comprised of local retiree volunteers, and 

supported by the Rotary Club, produces and 

distributes over 300 wheelchairs per month to 

disabled children in third world, or developing, 

countries.  

 

During our ‘Wheelathon’, our students will push 

and be pushed around a course, using the 

wheelchairs made by the volunteers, to raise 

money for this organisation. Please note that 

the circuit for each class will vary, and be age 

appropriate. We will also be running a sausage 

sizzle as a part of the event.  

 

Every $200 we raise on the day buys one 

wheelchair. 

 

 
 

A CareMonkey note for the sausage sizzle will 

be sent out during first week of Term 4. Please 

endeavour to assist your child to find some 

sponsors over the school holidays and early next 

term….every little bit will help!  

 

The class times for the Wheelathon will be sent 

home during week three of Term 4. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Debbie Geisler &  

The Social Justice Team / Mini Vinnies 

(Ruby, Lily, Patrick, Lorelei, Maisy, Hannah, Cai, 

Thomas, Dana and Alyssa) 
 

 

 

https://www.thoughtco.com/verb-definition-1692592
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Premier’s Reading 

Challenge 
 

 

 

 

Mary-Anne Thomas M.P. Reading to our Preps 

 

Thank you to all those children that participated 
in the 2017 Premiers' Reading Challenge.  The 
official site has now closed and no more books 
can be entered.  
  
We now await with anticipation what the 
certificates will look like.  When the certificates 
arrive in Term 4 they will be handed out at an 
Assembly. 
 
We were very fortunate to have a visit from 
Mary-Anne Thomas MP late last week to help 
us celebrate our participation and 
achievement.  
 
We thank Mary-Anne Thomas MP for her 
lovely donation of new books for our Library.  
Once again, congratulations to all, a fabulous 
reading job!  
 
Jenny Boldiston 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Thank you for the lovely books Mary-Anne 

Thomas MP  
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Mt 18:21-35 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

Matthew 

I tell you that you forgive not seven times but seventy times 

seven. 

Peter went up to Jesus and said, ‘Lord, how 

often must I forgive my brother if he wrongs me? 

As often as seven times?’ Jesus answered, ‘Not 

seven, I tell you, but seventy-seven times. 

‘And so the kingdom of heaven may be 

compared to a king who decided to settle his 

accounts with his servants. When the reckoning 

began, they brought him a man who owed ten 

thousand talents; but he had no means of 

paying, so his master gave orders that he should 

be sold, together with his wife and children and 

all his possessions, to meet the debt. At this, the 

servant threw himself down at his master’s feet. 

“Give me time,” he said “and I will pay the 

whole sum.” And the servant’s master felt so 

sorry for him that he let him go and cancelled 

the debt. Now as this servant went out, he 

happened to meet a fellow servant who owed 

him one hundred denarii; and he seized him by 

the throat and began to throttle him. “Pay what 

you owe me”, he said. His fellow servant fell at 

his feet and implored him, saying, “Give me 

time and I will pay you.” But the other would not 

agree; on the contrary, he had him thrown into 

prison till he should pay the debt.  

His fellow servants were deeply distressed when 

they saw what had happened, and they went 

to their master and reported the whole affair to 

him. Then the master sent for him. “You wicked 

servant,” he said. “I cancelled all that debt of 

yours when you appealed to me. Were you not 

bound, then, to have pity on your fellow servant 

just as I had pity on you?” And in his anger the 

master handed him over to the torturers till he 

should pay all his debt. And that is how my 

heavenly Father will deal with you unless you 

each forgive your brother from your heart.’ 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, 
published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman 
and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of 
the publishers.  
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and 
Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, 
Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary 
for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English 
in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 

St Vinnie’s Prayer 

Dear God, 

We pray for the ones who are needy 

and broken.    

 I pray for the homeless that they will 

find a home.  I ask that the world can 

be a happy place so that children can 

learn and play to enjoy their day.  I 

also ask that all countries can get 

along with no wars.  I’m thankful for 

everything I have. I am grateful for my 

family and friends.  I give thanks for 

my life, education, food and water. 

Amen 

(by: Alannah, St Catherine’s PS, Berwick) 

 

At this week’s Social Justice Team/Mini Vinnies 

Meeting Maisy picked out the above prayer “St 

Vinnie’s Prayer” for us to reflect upon. 

How does this prayer speak to me?  Does it call me 

to action?  How does it inform or change my 

thinking? 

The words ‘needy’ and ‘broken’ stood out in this 

prayer for Maisy.  These words describe the type of 

people that Maisy would like to help and support in 

her work with the Mini Vinnies.  Broken, can be 

fixed.  Needy, can be filled. 
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The worst night in my 

Life! 

By Mary F (3/4P) 
 

One warm and disturbing night during the summer 
holidays the owls were hooting and the bugs were 
swarming in through my open bedroom window.  
 
A couple of minutes later it all stopped. All the bugs 
were swarming back out of the window. I wondered 
why? 
 
Then I heard a growling noise behind my door. I 
snuggled into my bed a bit more and waited for 
something to happen. However nothing did. So I 
wiggled up to the top of my bed again and I said, 
“Hello is anyone there?” But no one answered. 
 
After that I walked to the door and opened it, to 
peep out and to see if anyone was there. But no one 
was. So I opened the door a bit more and walked 
out. Within a few steps something jumped out from 
the room opposite me. I got scared and sprinted off 
to bed slamming the door behind me. 
 
I shoved myself back into my bed and trembled with 
a shiver. 
I tried to forget all about it, but it didn’t work. I was 
still very scared! So I tried going to sleep, and it 
worked, for a couple of seconds.   
 
Next, my door slowly opened just a notch and 
someone or something walked in!! My eyes shot 
open and I could just make out some sort of oogy 
icki animal!! I looked at the creature curiously for 
second and smiled. The lights turned on and I saw 
my brother with a mask and a can of insect spray in 
his hand, trying to get rid of all the bugs in my room. 
I wasn't scared anymore. 

 
The End!! 

 

 
 

Bendigo Division Athletics 
Good luck to Cooper DT and Maisy C who were 
both selected to represent the Cobaw district in 
their winning events from the Cobaw athletics 
competition. Cooper will be competing in the 800m 
and long jump, and Maisy will be competing in the 
long and triple jump at Bendigo on Monday 18th 
September. 

Community News 
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