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NEWSLETTER NO .30 

THURSDAY ,  21 S T  SEPTEMBER ,  2017 

 

 
Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 
 

Congratulations to each and every student 

on how well you performed both on Monday and 

Wednesday night. There was a real buzz of 

excitement, expectation and some nervousness 

both on and off stage. Each of you shone in your 

own unique and talented way and have been a 

part of something that you will remember for the rest 

of your life. 
 

 

The whole event could not have happened 

without the support of so many of you who assisted 

Eloise Meyer (our performing arts teacher) to put 

together the props, the costumes, makeup and instil 

so much enthusiasm into our students through your 

own actions. Eloise herself could not get over just 

how supported she felt and how many parents 

shared their own skills, time and knowledge to make 

this year’s performance again so special. 
 

A huge thankyou to Sacred Heart College for 

not only the use of their wonderful facilities but the 

many staff who gave up their time to assist on both 

nights. It highlighted the generosity, collegiality and 

spirit of the college in supporting our students to 

achieve their best.  
 

Over the two night’s performances, we also 

discovered that many of our parents, like their 

children, have amazing talents that can hugely 

enrich the learning experiences of our students. To 

these, and all parents, I ask that you not be shy in 

coming forward. When an event is announced or 

your classroom teacher informs you of an upcoming 

curriculum activity that taps into an area of your own 

speciality, you may be just that special person that 

makes the learning that little more exciting or rich. 
 

DVD’s & Photos 

A DVD will be produced and offered for sale via 

CareMonkey next term. On the night, we noticed 

many parents taking photos and we would really 

appreciate if you would be able to share these with 

us by posting them to 

office@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au  

Thank you again, everyone! Just imagine what next 

year is going to be like. 
 

Wishing You a Safe & Restful Break 

Once again, it has been an amazing term of 

learning, along with so many special events. As a 

staff, we pray that over the next two weeks, you will 

have many opportunities to enjoy your children as 

we have this term. 
 

Let’s hope that a little more sunshine breaks through 

and the season of spring is reflected in our spirit and 

sense of joy & renewal. May these school holidays 

provide each of you with the opportunity to do 

something different that builds upon your 

knowledge and skills; that challenges you to learn 

something more about who you are and what you 

are capable of achieving. Get out and explore. 

There’s always something special waiting to be 

discovered or that someone discovers in you! 
 

 

With kindest regards, 
 

Des Noack 

Principal 

 

 

 

mailto:office@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au
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The Uniform Shop Is Going Online  
Currently we are using Flexi-Schools to order 

online for canteen. Parental feedback has 

highlighted that the fees associated with this 

system, especially when ordering for a number 

of children within the same family, can add up 

quickly, causing some families to choose not to 

use the online ordering system, nor the canteen 

for that matter.  
 

Acting upon the feedback, we have sourced a 

new provider that does not pass on such costs. 

Therefore, when you order, there are no 

additional fees or costs associated with the 

purchase. The provider is CDF-Pay. 
 

At the start of Term 4, we will be moving to the 

Catholic Development Fund’s(CDF) CDFpay 

Cash-free Solution for our uniform store. 

Canteen will follow shortly thereafter.  
 

For parents currently using Flexi-Schools, you will 

still be able to continue to use the system for 

ordering at the canteen until the end of the 

school year. This will allow you to use up any 

credit that is currently in your account.  
 

From the start of the 2018 school year, only CDF-

Pay will be available.  
 

A CareMonkey form will be sent to you with 

clear instructions as to how to register for this 

service. We want to make this as simple and 

user friendly a process as possible. 
 

Again, thank you for supporting the 

implementation of the new school uniform. Our 

students look fantastic 
 

If you have any questions please contact the 

office. 
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UNIFORM SHOP NEWS 
  

As you are all aware the uniform shop has had 

a massive year and with this comes a lot of 

changes!  Please read the Q & A points below 

to know how it is all going to work. 
 

Out with the old & in with the new! 
 

Q:  How will you be able to purchase 

uniform items? 

- Firstly you will need to create an 

account with the new CDF online 

service (similar to Flexischools) available 

Monday 9th October. 

- From here you will be able to access the 

whole uniform shop online 24/7 from the 

comfort of your home. 

- Alternatively the uniform shop will still be 

open on Monday mornings from 8:30 to 

10:00am. 

Q:  How long do we have to change from 

Winter Uniform to Summer Uniform?  

- There is a 2 weeks transition period  

- Hats are required to be worn by all 

students from Monday 9th October (first 

day of Term 4). 

- Hats are to be worn Term 4 & Term 1 
 

Q:   When do we need to have our Summer 

2018 uniform orders in by? 
 

CUT OFF FOR 2018 ORDERS IS 

WEDNESDAY 25th OCTOBER. 
 

Uniforms will be available for 

collection by the end of January 

2018 (exact date to be confirmed). 
 

Q:  Why so early you ask? 

- Most of our uniform is now made 

offshore.  Because of this & the 

manufactures closing for part of 

January we need to allow enough time. 
 

Q:  What happens if my child has a big 

growth spurt over the summer holidays? 

- No problems we will exchange the items 

for another size! 

 

 
 

Q:  What happens if I don’t order by 

Wednesday 25th October? 

- Whilst we will carry extra stock we won’t 

be able to guarantee we have enough 

for everyone & you run the risk of not 

having your uniform by the start of 2018. 
 

Please be patient while we, the volunteers, roll 

out this new system. 
 

If you have any questions or feedback please 

email us on: stambroseuniform@gmail.com 
 

Please allow a couple of days for a response. 
 

Thank you in advance, 
 

Michelle, Cath & Anna 

 
 

 

Term 4 School Closure Day 
 

During Term 4, there has only been one day set as a 

closure day. This will occur on Monday 6th November 

2017, and is used for assessment & reporting.  
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St Ambrose Family Care 
We have received an overwhelming response 

to the call for families in supporting the new 

initiative called St Ambrose Family Care. With 50 

plus families already putting up their hands to 

assist and support others through this collective, 

Alison Raco (parent) & Kelly Woodman 

(teacher) are getting ready to put to good use 

the great will and generosity that is out there in 

our school community. 
 

The St Ambrose Family Care “Cook Off” 

Will Take Place on Tuesday 17th October at 

9.00am in the parish hall kitchen. 
 

For those that are not familiar with this initiative, 

it’s about supporting our school families who are 

experiencing a challenging time when a 

helping hand, a supportive ear or a cooked 

meal can make all the difference. Examples of 

such times are when there is a birth of a child, a 

family member is hospitalised, or sadly, the 

death of a loved one. A CareMonkey form will 

be sent to those who have offered to help soon 

so that we can ensure that your time and skills 

are put to good use. 

If you have not responded as yet and would like 

to be part of this group, please let either Karen 

or Justine know. 
 

 
 

 

Getting Ready For Term 4 – Sun Smart 
Last week, the shade sail that had been 

damaged earlier this year has finally been 

replaced in readiness for next term. The 

shade sails only provide limited shade for 

our students whilst they are at play during 

recess and lunchtime, therefore it is 

essential that students have their school hat 

ready for the start of next term.  

School Sun Smart Hat: Students without a 

school hat, from day 1 of Term 4, will be 

required to remain within a specified 

shaded area during recess and lunchtimes. 

Sunscreen: We encourage parents to 

ensure that their child has applied 

sunscreen prior to coming to school 

although, the school itself does supply 

sunscreen that is available from a pump 

bottle within each classroom. Children are 

encouraged daily to apply their own 

sunscreen, or that supplied in the classroom 

prior to each play period, and to ensure 

that they are wearing a school hat prior to 

leaving the classroom for play. 
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Division Athletics Bendigo 

 

Congratulations to Maisy C who 
came first in the triple jump event at 
the division athletics in Bendigo - 
she now goes on to compete in the 
regional competition. 

  Well done to Cooper DT who came      
6th in the 800m event. 

 
Bicycle Education 
 
Thanks to the parent volunteers 
who accompanied us on our path 
bike ride around Woodend last 
Thursday - Nicole C, Emma T, 
Georgie M, Jacinta R, Kathy M, Iris 

M and Kate W. 
 

 
As you know, our school has been participating in 
Woolworths Earn & 
Learn. The program has now finished for this year, 
so a big thanks to everyone who supported our 
school. We're now at the important stage of the 
program where the Sticker Sheets are collected 
and lodged as our Earn & Learn claim.  
 
We will then be able to get new educational 
equipment for our school. The more we collect, the 
more we can redeem. 
So this week, before the end of the term, please 
send in your Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker 
Sheets and any loose Earn & Learn stickers you 
may have. Remember to check your handbag, the 
car glove box or they may be stuck on the fridge. 
Every little bit helps. Thanks 
again for all your support! 

Week 1 

 

Monday: 09.10 

 Term 4 Commences 

 School Organisation Meeting: 8.10am – 8.30am 

 Special School Assembly 2.55pm 

Tuesday: 10.10 

  Grade 3 – 6 Rotations 

Wednesday: 11.10 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons – 11.30am – 8.00pm 

Thursday: 12.10 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 5/6F, Gr 5/6R, Gr 4/5W, Gr 

3/4M, Gr 3/4P. 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm – 5.15p  

Friday: 13.10 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 1/2R, Gr 1/2T, Gr P/1E, Gr PR 

 

Week 2 
 

Monday: 16.10 

 School Organisation Meeting: 8.10am – 8.30am 

 Special Assembly for Wheelchair for Kids (Russell 

& Peter to present) 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

Tuesday: 17.10 

 St Ambrose Family Care Cook Off: 9.00am 

 Day Set Aside For Excursion/Incursion 

Wednesday: 18.10 

 Class Mass: 9.30am – Grade 5/6R @ 9.30am 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons – 11.30am – 8.00pm 

Thursday: 19.10 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 5/6F, Gr 5/6R, Gr 4/5W, Gr 

3/4M, Gr 3/4P. 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm – 5.15pm  

Friday: 20.10 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 1/2R, Gr 1/2T, Gr P/1E, Gr PR 

 

Week 3 
 

Monday: 23.10 

 School Organisation Meeting: 8.10am – 8.30am 

Tuesday: 24.10 

 Emergency Displan 

 Grade 3 – 6 Rotations 

Wednesday: 25.10 

 Class Mass: 9.30am – Grade 1/2T @ 9.30am 

 Mission Mass – St Patrick’s Cathedral 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons – 11.30am – 8.00pm 

Thursday: 26.10 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 5/6F, Gr 5/6R, Gr 4/5W, Gr 

3/4M, Gr 3/4P. 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm – 5.15  

 School Advisory Committee – Staff room 7.30pm 

Friday: 27.10 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 1/2R, Gr 1/2T, Gr P/1E, Gr PR 

Saturday: 28.10 

 Parish Family Mass – Grade 1/2T - 6.00pm 

 

Week 4 
Monday: 30.10 

 School Organisation Meeting – 8.10am – 8.30am 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

Tuesday: 31.10 

  Grade 3 – 6 Rotations 

Wednesday: 01.11 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons – 11.30am – 8.00pm 
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Thursday: 02.11 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 5/6F, Gr 5/6R, Gr 4/5W, Gr 

3/4M, Gr 3/4P. 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm – 5.15pm  

Friday: 03.11 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 1/2R, Gr 1/2T, Gr P/1E, Gr PR 

 

Week 5 
 

Monday: 06.11 

 School Closure Day 

Tuesday: 07.11 

 Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

Wednesday: 08.11  

 School Organisation Meeting – 8.10am – 8.30am 

 2018 Prep Orientation Session 1: 9-10am 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons – 11.30am – 8.00pm 

Thursday: 09.11 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 5/6F, Gr 5/6R, Gr 4/5W, Gr 

3/4M, Gr 3/4P. 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm – 5.15pm 

Friday: 10.11 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 1/2R, Gr 1/2T, Gr P/1E, Gr PR 

Saturday: 11.11 

  Remembrance Day 

 

Week 6 
 

Monday: 13.11 

 School Organisation Meeting – 8.10am – 8.30am 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

 Christmas Raffle Begins 

Tuesday: 14.11 

 2018 Prep Orientation Session 2: 9-10am 

 Day Set Aside For Excursion/Incursion 

Wednesday: 15.11 

 Student Wellbeing Cluster Meeting (Debbie) 

 Grade 5 Leadership Night with Denise Arnel -

7.00pm 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons – 11.30am – 8.00pm 

Thursday: 16.11 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 5/6F, Gr 5/6R, Gr 4/5W, Gr 

3/4M, Gr 3/4P. 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm – 5.15pm 

Friday: 17.11 

   

Saturday: 18.11 

 Family Mass ‘Buddies’ Prep R. P/1E, 5/6F & 5/6R 

 

Week 7 
 

Monday: 20.11 

 School Organisation Meeting – 8.15am – 8.30am 

 2018 Prep Orientation Session 3: 9-10am 

Tuesday: 21.11 

  Grade 3 – 6 Rotations 

Wednesday: 22.11 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons – 11.30am – 8.00pm 

Thursday: 23.11  

 Sports Uniform: Gr 5/6F, Gr 5/6R, Gr 4/5W, Gr 

3/4M, Gr 3/4P. 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm – 5.15pm 

Friday: 24.11 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 1/2R, Gr 1/2T, Gr P/1E, Gr PR 

 2018 Prep Parent Dinner 

 

Week 8 
Monday: 27.11 

 School Organisation Meeting – 8.15am – 8.30am 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

Tuesday: 28.11 

  St Ambrose School Sports Carnival (Whole 

School) 

Wednesday: 29.11 

 2018 Prep Orientation Session 4: 9-10am 

 Class Mass: 9.30am – Prep R & Prep/1E 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons – 11.30am – 8.00pm 

Thursday: 30.11 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 5/6F, Gr 5/6R, Gr 4/5W, Gr 

3/4M, Gr 3/4P. 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm – 5.15pm 

 School Advisory Committee - Staff room 7.30pm 

Friday: 01.12  

 Sports Uniform: Gr 1/2R, Gr 1/2T, Gr P/1E, Gr PR 

Saturday: 02.12 

 Family Mass – New Prep Families (2018) 

Week 9 
 

Monday: 04.12 

 School Organisation Meeting – 8.15am – 8.30am 

 Advent Paraliturgy Week 1 

 Student Orientation Day 1 

Tuesday: 05.12 

 2018 Prep Orientation Session 5: 9-10am 

 Parent Helper Course 

 Grade 3 – 6 Rotations 

Wednesday: 06.12 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons – 11.30am – 8.00pm 

Thursday: 07.12 

 St Ambrose Feast Day 

 Whole School Mass & Celebration 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 5/6F, Gr 5/6R, Gr 4/5W, Gr 

3/4M, Gr 3/4P. 

Friday: 08.12 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 1/2R, Gr 1/2T, Gr P/1E, Gr PR 

 

Week 10 
 

Monday: 11.12 

 School Organisation Meeting – 8.15am – 8.30am 

 Advent Paraliturgy Week  

 Student Orientation Day 2 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

Wednesday: 13.12 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons: 11.30am  

Thursday: 14.12 

 School Advisory Dinner 7.00pm 

Friday: 15.12 

 Student reports sent home. 

 

Week 11 

 

Monday: 18.12 

 School Organisation Meeting – 8.15am – 8.30am 

 Advent Paraliturgy Week  

 Grade 6 Celebration Day 

Tuesday: 19.12 

 Grade 6 Graduation Mass & Dinner – 6.00pm 

Wednesday: 20.12 

 End of Term 4 

 Whole School Liturgy – 9.30am 

 School Award Ceremony: 12.30pm 

 Students dismissed at 1.30pm 
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Wheelchairs for Kids 
On Monday 30th October our School will be 

having a Wheelathon to support the 

Wheelchairs for Kids organisation.  

 

This remarkable volunteer organisation, 

comprised of local retiree volunteers, and 

supported by the Rotary Club, produces and 

distributes over 300 wheelchairs per month to 

disabled children in developing countries.  

Please check out our display board! 

 

During our ‘Wheelathon’, our students will push 

and be pushed around a course, using the 

wheelchairs made by the volunteers, to raise 

money for this organisation. Please note that 

the circuit for each class will vary, and be age 

appropriate. Rotary Woodend will also be 

running a sausage sizzle as a part of the event. 

A parent letter, information brochure and 

donation forms will be sent home with your child 

tomorrow. 

 

Every $200 we raise on the day buys one 

wheelchair.  The Social Justice Team would like 

to set a goal that each class raises enough to 

fund a wheelchair for a needy child.  That’s only 

$10 per student!  (However…we think we can 

do even better than that!) 

 

 
This is Socheata, a 4 year old girl with MSD from 

Cambodia who received a wheelchair from 

WFK earlier this year 

 

A CareMonkey note for the sausage sizzle will 

be sent out during first week of Term 4. Please 

endeavour to assist your child to find some 

sponsors over the school holidays and early next 

term….every little bit will help!  

 

The class times for the Wheelathon will be sent 

home during week three of Term 4. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Debbie Geisler &  

The Social Justice Team / Mini Vinnies 

(Ruby, Lily, Patrick, Lorelei, Maisy, Hannah, Cai, 

Thomas, Dana and Alyssa) 
 

 
 

 

 

Our Parents are fabulous Resources!  

This week the Prep/ Ones and Two's had a visit 
from Chiara M’s Dad, John.  
 
He came in to share his knowledge on animals that 
live in Five Mile Creek and also Sea Animals.  
 
We had a lovely morning looking through 
microscopes at living things that call 5 Mile Creek 
home.  
 
Thank you, John, for taking the time to come in and 
share your knowledge with us! We are very lucky to 
have such a wonderful resource at our school. 
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Sr Virginia Mahony: A Ministry of 
Rural Hospitality 

In 1996 and 1997 my ministry was as Pastoral Associate 
in the Parish of Woodend. Those years form the basis of 
my current connection, now that I’m back in Woodend. 

On the 21st of September Sister Virginia visited (5/6F) 
and told us about her life as a Nun. She brought photos 
to share with us. We saw what she did during her life. Eg: 
going on boat trips, having Christmas lunch with other 
sisters, visiting families and friends and teaching a class 
of 99 grade prep students! 

Sister Virginia responds to people by visiting people in 
Woodend.  

If you would like her to visit she would love to hear from 
you. 

Thanks for visiting with us today.  
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Well done everyone! 
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