
 
Dear Parents, Students & Friends of St Ambrose,  
 

I can appreciate that last week’s newsletter was a 

little wordy and I think this one is going to be similar.  
 

There is so much to communicate at this time of the 

year given the organisation that occurs both in 

ending the year well and ensuring next year is even 

better. If there’s anything that helps a community 

work well together, it’s the level of communication 

that occurs. CareMonkey and our Newsletter are the 

two main sources of information for families, so it is 

important that as much as we provide information, 

please take the opportunity to read what’s 

happening, especially as we head toward the end 

of this school year and begin preparing for the next. 
 

Staffing Matters  
Next Wednesday begins the first of a series of Prep 

Transition Sessions in order to support both new 

students and parents, as they begin their journey as 

part of the St Ambrose learning and faith 

community. 

Because of the need to ensure that our new Prep 

students are familiar with their new teachers, I need 

to communicate that Ms Stephanie Leigh will be 

joining our team next year, and working with Mrs Britt 

Elliott as our Prep teachers for 2018.  
 

At the same time, I am saddened to have to 

announce that Ms Claire Ryan has been successful 

in being appointed to the teaching staff of St 

Therese’s in Essendon, a school that is within five 

minutes from her home. They are extremely 

fortunate, for Claire has been an invaluable member 

of staff who demonstrates a very high level of 

professionalism and engagement with her students 

and the families within her classroom. 
 

Also joining our teaching team for next year is Ms 

Emma McMahon. Emma is currently teaching at 

Wallan. The staff and many students are familiar with 

Emma has she had previously undertaken teaching 

practicum under the supervision of Mrs Debbie 

Geisler and Mrs Brenda McDonald. 

 

The School Is Closed This Monday & Tuesday 
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Week 5 of 11 
Monday: 06.11 

 School Closure Day 

Tuesday: 07.11 

 Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

Wednesday: 08.11  

 School Organisation Meeting – 8.10am – 8.30am 

 2018 Prep Orientation Session 1: 9-10am 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons – 11.30am – 8.00pm 

Thursday: 09.11 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm – 5.15pm 

Friday: 10.11 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 1/2R, Gr 1/2T, Gr P/1E, Gr PR 

Saturday: 11.11 

  Remembrance Day 

 
Feedback 
Every week, either via email or handwritten letters, I 

receive feedback. It’s something that we look for as 

it allows us to check if we are true to the vision and 

mission we profess.  
 

Feedback gives us a chance to question the 

decisions that have been made, the choices 

presented at the time and to learn from both our 

mistakes and successes.  
 

Last week, we received a letter from a family 

responding to our request for parent input regarding 

classroom placement for next year. It’s great to get 

such feedback. In sharing it, with their permission, it 

communicates so well what we are trying to achieve 

here at St Ambrose. We may not get it right all the 

time, but we definitely try to do our best with what 

we have. I’ll let the letter say the rest.  
 

Wishing you a great long weekend, 
 

My kindest regards, 
 

Des Noack 

Principal 
 
 

Letter from a Parent….. 
I saw your article in the newsletter a few weeks ago 
asking for feedback on class placement and learning 
and social needs. I don't have any specific 
comments for you regarding our son at this time, as 
I believe they are well documented by Claire and in 
conjunction with Tracey and Jenny. 
 

I would however, like to share with you our delight 
and comfort in the way our son has been supported 
in his learning and development this year. Our child 
is the first to attend school, therefore his 
transition, as well as our family experiences with St 
Ambrose School and teachers this year are the 
benchmark. The highlights for me are: 
- the sense of community both within the school, 

for the local community and providing students 
with a global sense of social consciousness 



- genuine caring attitude from all staff, but 
especially from our son’s classroom teacher and 
support officer 

- Claire's accessibility and availability to discuss 
any particular questions, either in person, via 
email or via appointment 

- Tracey's positive and supportive attitude. I think 
most days her bright personality lifts the parents 
up too! 

- the Buddy system and the support these 
children give by role modelling and supporting 
the younger students. "Idolise" is the word that 
comes to mind when I consider how our son 
looks up to his buddy 

- the quality of facilities and classrooms at St 
Ambrose. I think we take these for granted as 
they are tools the students can access every day, 
but some of their peers in other local schools do 
not have - e.g. smart boards 

 

Claire and Tracey make a great team. Claire is strong 
in her communication, structure and discipline 
which our son needs to keep on task and to learn 
class and school expectations. Tracey balances that 
with her lighter, engaging style. Both have been a 
pleasure to work with this year, especially during 
some difficult times. Claire was perceptive about 
some triggers which may have attributed some 
issues that or son was experiencing at the time. 
Together, we were able to work together and 
address these concerns.  Also an acknowledgement 
for Sandy as well who assists in the classroom on 
Friday as she has also been wonderful to deal with 
and who my son likes to chat to. 
 

As our son prepares for his final Term of Prep, 
I asked Claire if it would be possible to arrange for 
some Transition Days, once his teacher for next year 
is determined. We weren't sure of the process to 
prepare students for the next year once they are 
already attending the school. Claire said she would 
be able to arrange this for him in order to assist with 
his levels of comfort and reducing any anxiety 
around the changes which happen at the beginning 
of each year. 
 

I know from many years of work in customer service 
industries that positive feedback is marginal 
compared to the volume of negative feedback 
received, therefore I hope that you take pride in the 
quality of the people you have working at the school 
and with the school's external reputation. I will 
certainly give the school a "rap" for any kinder 
parents who ask about schools during their 
decisions. 
 

Thanking you. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

ST AMBROSE PARISH – WOODEND 

Over the next few weeks, attached to our newsletter, 

you will find documents on the Parish Stewardship 

Program, which is just beginning in our Parish of St 

Ambrose.  We are a parish that believes in Christian 

Stewardship as a way of life.  Stewardship recognises 

that everything we are and everything we have is the 

result of the gifts and blessings given to us by God.  It also 

recognises we have a responsibility to use these gifts 

wisely and for the benefit of others.  Now for some of 

you Stewardship may be a new word but you may 

remember “Sacrificial Giving” or “Planned Giving” or 

maybe “Thanksgiving Envelopes”.                     

 

Put plainly it means that our church, our Parish Land (on 

which our school is built) have all been passed on to us 

by our parents, grandparents, great grandparents etc…, 

to whom we owe a huge debt of gratitude.  If we want to 

continue to keep our Parish / Church / School going and 

to pay for parish operational expenses such as Liturgy 

and Sacramental programs, including First 

Reconciliation, First Eucharist, Confirmation, School and 

Class Masses, Pastoral Resources and programs, 

including home visits to the sick and aged and 

bereavement support, repairs, maintenance and 

insurance for our church other parish facilities, it is now 

our turn to look after them, so we can pass them on to 

the next generation.  That means supporting the Parish 

both financially and by taking part in the different 

ministries that are in place. 

                            

In the envelope you will receive next week, you will 

find a pledge card and a list of ministries (Time & 

Talent Sheet), for you to fill in and return.  So please 

read all the information you will receive in the next 

few weeks and support our Parish. 
 



 
This Sunday’s Gospel 

Mt 23:1-12 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

Matthew 

They do not practise what they preach. 

Addressing the people and his disciples Jesus said, 

‘The scribes and the Pharisees occupy the chair of 

Moses. You must therefore do what they tell you 

and listen to what they say; but do not be guided 

by what they do: since they do not practise what 

they preach. They tie up heavy burdens and lay 

them on men’s shoulders, but will they lift a finger 

to move them? Not they! Everything they do is 

done to attract attention, like wearing broader 

phylacteries and longer tassels, like wanting to 

take the place of honour at banquets and the front 

seats in the synagogues, being greeted 

obsequiously in the market squares and having 

people call them Rabbi. 

‘You, however, must not allow yourselves to be 

called Rabbi, since you have only one Master, and 

you are all brothers. You must call no one on earth 

your father, since you have only one Father, and 

he is in heaven. Nor must you allow yourselves to 

be called teachers, for you have only one Teacher, 

the Christ. The greatest among you must be your 

servant. Anyone who exalts himself will be 

humbled, and anyone who humbles himself will be 

exalted.’ 

 

A Gospel Reflection…. 
This week’s reflection is one that challenges 

us if we believe and profess that the only way 

to healing is through forgiveness. 

As we come to the end of the Church's year it's 

good for us to do some soul-searching. It has been 

a tough year for the Church and today's Gospel 

does not let us off the hook. In fact, it names one 

of the challenges before us. The last line of today's 

Gospel sums up what it has been like for many of 

us to hear about how some priests betrayed our 

trust, many victims were disbelieved and a few of 

our bishops have tried to cover up criminal 

actions. The exalted have been humbled and the 

humble exalted. 

Jesus tells the crowds to listen to what the 

Pharisees teach, but not to follow their appalling 

example. The behaviour of the Pharisees has a 

name: hypocrisy, and it's one of the reasons we 

have received such a public pasting in recent 

years. Some of it has been justified. We have been 

seen to be a community more interested in our 

good name and public standing than in the 

damage done to those brothers and sisters of ours 

who were given into our care and became victims 

of physical and sexual abuse. We have been 

exposed as not practising what we preach. 

The Church is in a bind here. We are not like other 

groups who can simply expel their worst members 

and move on. If we are going to be faithful to all 

of Jesus' teaching and the entire Christian 

tradition, then we have to comfort and heal the 

victims of abuse and call the perpetrators to the 

demands of the law, treatment and reconciliation. 

St Augustine summed this up in the 5th century 

when he said that forgiveness has two daughters: 

justice and compassion. We believe that the only 

way to healing is through forgiveness. True 

forgiveness never runs from the truth or 

minimises our sinfulness. It confronts the human 

condition with justice and compassion 

for all concerned. 

The media may not like it, the public may be 

baying for blood and we might want an instant fix, 

so we put this tragic chapter behind us quickly, but 

forgiveness which is just and compassionate is the 

only way we can practise what we preach. It's 

going to take time. 

On the other hand while some in our Catholic 

community have been exposed as hypocrites, 

some other truths remain consoling, or at least 

provide a context within which we can confront the 

sins of our fathers and mothers. For example, 

though there should never have been one case of 

child abuse in the Church, less than two percent 

of all Catholic priests have been convicted of this 

dreadful crime. An accusation is not a conviction 

and even priests and religious deserve the 

presumption and rights of innocence before they 

are proven guilty. Even though the public 

perception may be otherwise, nearly all Catholic 

priests are faithful servants of the Gospel, doing 

what they can to practise what they preach. 

Against a prevailing misconception, Church-run 

institutions are not the places where children are 

most at risk. Tragically, it’s the family home. Over 

80 percent of all child abuse occurs there. This 

does not excuse one case of abuse in the Church 

but it does suggest that, if our wider society really 

wants to tackle this problem, we are all going to 

have to start by looking in our own backyards. 

Furthermore, against those who claim that the 

Church is hypocritical, they cannot take away from 

us the fact that our community, in the name of 

Christ, remains the largest provider of education, 

healthcare and welfare both here and overseas. 

This often-heroic work will rarely make it to the 

front pages of newspapers, but it's the backdrop 

against which we face up to the criminal actions of 

a few and those who try to protect them from 

public scrutiny. 

Let's pray in this Eucharist that, as hard as this 

year has been for us all, we are converted again 

http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Pharisees.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Rabbi.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Rabbi.mp3


by the forgiving, just and compassionate example 

of Jesus who calls us to leave behind any trace of 

triumphalism and arrogance and recommit 

ourselves to what we should do best: the self-

sacrificing love of one another and the world. 

© Richard Leonard SJ. 

 
 
 

The WFK Wheelathon 

Was ‘Wheelie’ 

Amazing….thanks to 

YOU! 
When the dark clouds circled and showers were 

forecast I was concerned the enthusiasm would be 

dampened….BUT the opposite was the outlook!  An 

Albert Park circuit (without the lake!) was quickly 

imagined and Russell and Peter, from Rotary, 

arrived with 20 wheelchairs and a cap for each and 

every student in the school. 

Start time was 9am sharp and Prep R were first to 

complete their laps.  It was lovely to see some 

parents there to cheer and encourage their children 

on.  Over the day all students quickly realised how 

lucky they are to be able-bodied and how important 

it is, leading up to Advent that we can make a 

difference to other children in other countries 

around our world that need our support. 

 

All students, in their classes, enjoyed pushing and 

being pushed in these very special wheelchairs for 

kids.  The middle and senior grades also had the 

opportunity to try and wheel themselves around a 

lap without any help.  This was a great opportunity 

to put themselves in the shoes of children with MS 

or MND who need a wheelchair to just take part in 

everyday experiences, like going to school and 

playing with their friends.  A highlight of the day was 

the final session when the Grade Six Buddies got to 

wheel their little Prep buddies around the circuit, 

and then, as a ‘challenge’ the preps pushed their 

Grade Six Buddies around the circuit! 

 

Rotary Woodend volunteers arrived after recess 

and started preparing a Sausage Sizzle for the whole 

school.  A HUGE thank you goes to Josephine and 

her merry crew who donated their time and the 

Hardwick family for donating all the sausages…so 

generous!  A sausage sizzle lunch was enjoyed by all. 
 

  

The total raised for ‘Wheelchairs For Kids’ (so far) is 

$ 3710.00 Thanks everyone! 



I am so proud of our school community who 

continues to think of others before themselves.  

We truly are the eyes, hands, feet and heart of 

Jesus today!  Thank you for encouraging your 

children to be so invested and enthusiastic about 

this cause.  Thank you also to the Staff who not 

only supported the change of program but who 

also dug deep into their own pockets. 

Russell and Peter will be back for a ‘special 15 

minute assembly’ at 2.20pm next Thursday the 9th 

of November to show their appreciation before 

attending the weekly Woodend Rotary meeting 

that evening.  Russell has communicated that we 

have enabled at least 15 wheelchairs to be built 

and given to children in need around our world!!!!!  

We hope to keep in close contact with Wheelchairs 

For Kids (WFK) and continue to encourage their 

selfless efforts for children in need. 

Thank you to all our St Ambrose families for your 

generosity and continued support of our initiatives.  

We especially thank our St Ambrose families and 

students who have given the gift of love and hope 

for the future to many young children this 

Christmas. 

Patrick, Cai, Hannah, Alyssa, Tomas, Ruby, Maisy, 

Dana, Lily and Lorelei. 

(Social Justice Team / Mini Vinnies) and Mrs. 

Geisler (Coordinator) 

 

2018 School Fees & Levies 
Following the School Finance Meeting, we wish to 

advise parents of the 2018 school fees and levies.  

 

The School Family Fee for 2018 is: $1780 per family. 

The School Family Fee will be payable in three 

instalments over the first three terms of the school 

year.  This billing process aims to remove expenses 

from Term 4 where people have other priorities, 

including Christmas. 
 

The Student Levy for all students for the 2018 has 

increased by $10 to $485. The Student Levy 

specifically covers costs associated with curriculum, 

e.g. books, e-learning, art material, excursions and 

incursions. 
 

Please note that there will be no further request for 

funds throughout the year for either Excursions, 

Sports Programs or Sacramental Programs. 
 

It is important to understand that the levies collected 

are pooled so as to ensure the best value for dollar is 

achieved.  
 

We take pride in the fact that we are able to 

achieve excellent educational outcomes for our 

students whilst providing an affordable Catholic 

education.  

 

In keeping our costs low and affordable, it is essential 

that families contribute to their child’s education by 

ensuring that payment of the fees and levies are 

made each year.  
 

For 2018, the Student Levy of $485 is to be paid by 

Friday 24th February 2018. This is essential as the 

school is billed well prior to this date for the resources 

purchased for the coming year. 
 

Please note that all school fees are due at the 

beginning of each billing period or by instalments as 

arranged with the Principal.  Any alternative 

arrangements need to be organised with the 

Principal during the first term.   
 

For families who are currently in arrears for the 

2016/2017 school year and have not made an 

arrangement with the school, it is essential that you 

please attend to your account as soon as possible or 

to contact the office prior to next Friday 17th 

November 2017. Families in arrears will be asked to 

enter into a payment plan so as to ensure that 

arrears do not become unmanageable. Please note 

that we do everything we can to hold costs down 

whilst providing the best education opportunities 

possible for your child. 
 

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank 

the many parents who have supported the school in 

a non-financial way through their participation in 

classroom activities and parent groups.  

 

Our community, as a whole, has gained greatly from 

the gift of their time, effort and support.  

 



Class Lists & Orientation Days 
Thank you to the many parents that have written or 

emailed me in the past two weeks in regard to their 

child’s learning and social needs when considering 

placement into a class for next year.  
 

Our placement of students is based upon 

professional observations, assessments made 

throughout the year, peer relationships and family 

consultation.   
 

One only has to imagine what is like to create a 

‘ready to go’ family that consisted of 26 members of 

similar age but hugely different experiences, skills 

and abilities. In doing so, you have to think of each 

personality, gifts and abilities, together with the 

social, emotional, physical, and spiritual needs. It’s a 

daunting task but a task made much easier when 

consultation occurs. 
 

The transition (orientation) days are a strategy we 

use to provide our students with a sense of 

belonging, an opportunity to get to know both the 

teacher and the students they will share in the 

coming year, and to get a sense of the learning 

environment they will be working within. 
 

These days will take place on:  
 

Monday 4th & Monday 11th December 2017 

 

 

2018 Prep Transition Program 

Students will be attending five transition sessions 
during November and early December 2017. These 
sessions provide your child with the invaluable 
opportunity to familiarise themselves with the 
school and learning environment. It also supports 
the teachers in getting to know your child and 
provide valuable information for consideration when 
placing students in home groups for 2018. Please be 
aware that the allocated groups are not fixed and 
may change throughout the transition program. By 
Session 4, the home groups for 2018 will be 
confirmed. 
Session 1: Wednesday 8th November 2017  
Student focus:  Through stories, songs and games 
children are given the opportunity to get to know 
each other and the teachers.   
Teacher focus: Introducing the school and learning 
children's names.  

Parent focus:  School & Parent Expectations: A 
collaborative approach through a Catholic 
education. 
Fitting out your child with their new school uniform. 
 

Session 2: Tuesday 14th November 2017  
Student focus:  Getting to know the school by 
visiting the Art Room and the Playground.    
Teacher focus: Observing the children in art room 
and playground settings. 
Parent focus:   Legal requirements and obligations 
as a parent.  
Fitting out your child with their new school uniform. 
 

Session 3: Monday 20th November 2017  
Student focus: Getting to know the Learning 
Resource Centre.     
Teacher focus: Observing the children in library 
settings. 
Parent focus:   Supporting your child and the school 
in Literacy & Numeracy. Discuss with the parents 
the importance of reading and the resources 
available to them. 
 

Prep Parent Dinner: Friday 24th November 2017 
(6.30pm)  
2017 & 2018 Prep Parents gather for dinner hosted 
by the school staff. It’s a very special night. 
 

Session 4: Wednesday 29th November 2017  
Student focus: Visiting the Prep classrooms 
Teacher focus: Introducing the children to their new 
classroom and talking about what will happen when 
they come to school.  
Parent focus:   Student Wellbeing / Special Needs / 
Program Support. 
 

Session 5: Tuesday 5th December 2017  
Student focus: Getting to know my new friends in 
my classroom. 
Teacher focus: Establishing simple classroom 
expectations with the children. E.g. At school we 
take turns to talk - we put up our hand.  
Parent focus:   As part of the final transition session, 
there will be a morning tea provided for all parents 
from 9:00am. It provides an opportunity for parents 
to continue to develop and deepen social 
connections across the Foundation year level and 
our school community. Our Year Four students, as 
the future buddies of Foundation students in 2018 
will be organising this morning tea for you. 

 

2018 Student Leadership Planning 

It is essential that students are provided with the 
opportunity to partake in school improvement, to 
have the opportunity to experience various forms of 
leadership and to take both ownership and 



responsibility for the development, enhancement 
and management of the school. 
 

The following outlines the process that will be 
undertaken to engage Grade 5 students in Student 
Leadership. 
 

Week 6: Wed (Nov 15th) Explanation of Roles & 
Responsibilities to grade 5 students 
 

Week 7: Mon (Nov 20th) Nominations called from 
Grade 5 students for Boy & Girl School Captains  & 
Boy & Girl Sports Captains.  
 

Week 9: Mon (Dec 4th) Letters to Principal due in 
for School staff to read 
 

Week 10: Tues (Dec 12) Election Day-Speeches 
presented to Principal, Deputy Principal, students 
from Grade 3, 4 & 5.......(Grade 6's Transition Day) 
Voting via ballot paper to follow. 
 

Week 11: Wed (Dec 20th) Captains announced with 
badges presented by outgoing school captains at 
End of year Mass. 
 
 
 

 
 
This coming week, our students will be learning the 
following phrases. By presenting these phrases in 
the newsletter, we would like our families to take the 
opportunity to practice at home. 

 
 

 
Week 6 
 

Monday: 13.11 

 School Organisation Meeting – 8.10am – 8.30am 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

 Grade 6 Graduation Photos 

 Christmas Raffle Begins 

Tuesday: 14.11 

 2018 Prep Orientation Session 2: 9-10am 

 Day Set Aside For Excursion/Incursion 

Wednesday: 15.11 

 Student Wellbeing Cluster Meeting (Debbie) 

 Grade 5 Leadership Night with Denise Arnel -

7.00pm 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons – 11.30am – 8.00pm 

Thursday: 16.11 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 5/6F, Gr 5/6R, Gr 4/5W, Gr 

3/4M, Gr 3/4P. 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm – 5.15pm 

Friday: 17.11 

   

Saturday: 18.11 

 Family Mass ‘Buddies’ Prep R. P/1E, 5/6F & 5/6R 

 

Week 7 
 

Monday: 20.11 

 School Organisation Meeting – 8.15am – 8.30am 

 2018 Prep Orientation Session 3: 9-10am 

Tuesday: 21.11 

  Grade 3 – 6 Rotations 

Wednesday: 22.11 

 Class Mass: 9.30am – Prep R & Prep/1E 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons – 11.30am – 8.00pm 

Thursday: 23.11  

 Sports Uniform: Gr 5/6F, Gr 5/6R, Gr 4/5W, Gr 

3/4M, Gr 3/4P. 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm – 5.15pm 

Friday: 24.11 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 1/2R, Gr 1/2T, Gr P/1E, Gr PR 

 2018 Prep Parent Dinner 

Week 8 
Monday: 27.11 

 School Organisation Meeting – 8.15am – 8.30am 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

Tuesday: 28.11 

  Japanese Incursion For Grade 1 & 2 

Wednesday: 29.11 

 2018 Prep Orientation Session 4: 9-10am 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons – 11.30am – 8.00pm 

Thursday: 30.11 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 5/6F, Gr 5/6R, Gr 4/5W, Gr 

3/4M, Gr 3/4P. 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm – 5.15pm 

 Educating the Digital Tween Parent Seminar 

Friday: 01.12  

 Sports Uniform: Gr 1/2R, Gr 1/2T, Gr P/1E, Gr PR 

Saturday: 02.12 

 Family Mass – New Prep Families (2018) 



Week 9 
 

Monday: 04.12 

 School Organisation Meeting – 8.15am – 8.30am 

 Advent Paraliturgy Week 1 

 Student Orientation Day 1 

Tuesday: 05.12 

 2018 Prep Orientation Session 5: 9-10am 

 Parent Helper Course 

 Grade 3 – 6 Rotations 

Wednesday: 06.12 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons – 11.30am – 8.00pm 

Thursday: 07.12 

 St Ambrose Feast Day 

 Whole School Mass & Celebration 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 5/6F, Gr 5/6R, Gr 4/5W, Gr 

3/4M, Gr 3/4P. 

Friday: 08.12 

 Sports Uniform: Gr 1/2R, Gr 1/2T, Gr P/1E, Gr PR 

 

Week 10 
 

Monday: 11.12 

 School Organisation Meeting – 8.15am – 8.30am 

 Advent Paraliturgy Week  

 Student Orientation Day 2 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

Tuesday: 12.12 

  St Ambrose School Sports Carnival (Whole 

School) 

Wednesday: 13.12 

 Music Work Tuition Lessons: 11.30am  

Thursday: 14.12 

 School Advisory Dinner 7.00pm 

Friday: 15.12 

 Student reports sent home. 

 

Week 11 

 

Monday: 18.12 

 School Organisation Meeting – 8.15am – 8.30am 

 Advent Paraliturgy Week  

 Grade 6 Celebration Day 

Tuesday: 19.12 

 Grade 6 Graduation Mass & Dinner – 6.00pm 

Wednesday: 20.12 

 End of Term 4 

 Whole School Liturgy – 9.30am 

 School Award Ceremony: 12.30pm 

 Students dismissed at 1.30pm 

 
Reminder: All children and staff need 

to be wearing their broad brimmed hat 

out in the yard.  

 

POTENTIAL CODE RED DAY 

SCHOOL CLOSURE 

 

In the event of extreme fire danger and a CODE RED 

day being called, the following provides information 

as to how we, as a school will act and communicate 

with you. 

 

The decision to close will be confirmed by the 

Emergency Management Commissioner no later 

than 1.00 pm the day prior to the closure.  Once we 

have received confirmation of the closure we will 

contact you directly via email and SMS before the 

end of the school day to confirm this.  You are urged 

to check the Department of Education and Training 

website for updates, school closures will be posted 

to the Department’s website – see 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs

/health/pages/closures.aspx  

 

Please note that all of our school bus routes will also 

be closed; services will resume when the school 

reopens. 

 

I realise that the potential closure of our school may 

result in you having to make alternative 

arrangements for your child, but the safety of our 

students and staff remains our top priority.  Given the 

predicted weather conditions, we urge that your 

child is not left at home unattended or in the care of 

older children. 

 

If you know of other parents who, for any reason, 

may not be aware of the school’s potential closure,  

please contact them to help ensure they are aware 

that the school may be closed. 

 

You should also explain to your child and family 

members that our school may be closed.  For safety  

reasons, no staff will be on-site if the school is closed.  

 

For up-to-date information on this year’s fire season, 

visit the CFA website at www.cfa.vic.gov.au or call  

the 24-hour Victorian Bushfires Information Line on 

1800 240 667. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation and understanding. 

 

 

 

 



Racism is never right, 

Towards the black or the white. 

People can be so mean, 

Most of it can be unseen. 

It’s not just about skin, 

It can sometimes be closed in. 

Those who suffer, 

Shouldn’t have to worry. 

Beliefs, skin and religion can come 

into play, 

And we always need to say… 

NO RACISM 

By Alyssa L (5/6F) 
 

 
 

People may be black, people may be 

white, 

People may be Catholic, people may 

be Muslim, 

People may be different, but that’s 

what makes us, us. So if you're being 

racist, let me tell you this. 

They are no different, they are just 

people.  

Maybe different colour or maybe 

different religion but they are not. 

They are human just like you and just 

like me, so don’t think differently, 

think the same because we’re all 

connected. 

Born on the same Earth, born as one, 

Just like a family who loves one 

another.  

            By Lorelei V (5/6F) 
 

Immigration Museum 

Excursion 

 
Our Excursion 

On Thursday the juniors from St 

Ambrose went to the Immigration 

Museum in Melbourne.  We got there 

by bus. First we went to the Sandridge 

Bridge. We learnt about why people 

came to Australia and where they 

came from. Then we had a snack. 

When we went to the Immigration 

Museum, we heard a story about Cuc. 

The story was about how she escaped 

because there was a war. 

Then we had to find things around the 

Museum. I had to find scales. Then we 

had lunch and a play at the Flagstaff 

Gardens. 

By Danielle  



Community News 

 

 
Bug-A-Lugs understands that not every family 
has the same public holiday so we are taking 
expression of interest for some pupil free days 
coming up on 6th,  7th  and 8th of 
November 2017 

  
Location: Kyneton Bug-A-Lugs Indoor Play 
Centre 

Hours of operation: 6.30am to 6.30pm   

Contact Numbers: 5422 2767 or email us   

Booking Details: Bookings are essential prior 
to your child attending the program by 
expression of interest 

. 

Daily Fees: $80 (full fee) with rebates fees 
workout $40-$22 per day 

  

Allergies/Dietary Needs: Please inform a 
member of staff of any allergies or special 
dietary needs. 

  

What to Bring: Child/ren are required to bring 
a hat and water bottle 

 

 

 
 

Community News 
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PARISH STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM 2017 ST 

AMBROSE PARISH - WOODEND  

OUR PARISH COMMUNITY  

Dear Friends,  

  

This weekend we commence a special program – a Parish Stewardship                          

Program which recognises that “Parishes are the Heartbeat of the Church.”  

 Our Parish School  

Our wonderful school is an integral part of our Parish Community and the 

mission of the Parish.  We have a strong commitment to Catholic education – 

providing our children with a strong faith as well as academic education.  

As a school family why should we be involved?  

By choosing to send your children to our school you have made the decision to be a part of our Parish 

Community.  We welcome that commitment.   This Program will reaffirm the core values of what it means to 

be a member of our Parish Community and has the potential to enhance our faith.  

 What is the Program about?  

Over the course of the next few weeks we will ask ourselves what it means to be a part of our Parish 

Community here at St Ambrose Parish.  With the assistance of a range of events and materials - speakers at 

Mass, banners, bulletins, brochures and the main event of the Program, the Parish Information Meeting - we 

will reflect on and discuss the three key areas that identify our Parish as a special community of Faith.  

 We are a Parish that values engagement.  We recognise the importance of living our faith through 

involvement in parish groups and ministries.  You are encouraged to be involved through our parish school and 

in the other opportunities listed in the Program Time & Talent sheet.  

  

We are a Parish that celebrates faith.  We know the importance of coming together as a community to 

celebrate the Eucharist at Mass – it is the foundation of who we are as a Catholic community.  But importantly, 

we don’t merely attend Mass, we celebrate our faith.  As Pope Francis says, “………it is a beautiful thing to 

do.”  

   

We are a Parish that supports generously.  We firmly believe in the need to plan and budget for our personal          

financial commitment to our Parish – giving us the resources to sustain our parish today and to grow and                  

respond to Pope Francis’ call to Mission.  

  

We encourage your active involvement in the Program – read the materials, listen to our speakers at Mass each 

week and discuss the issues with your family and friends.  We also invite you to attend the key meeting of the          

Program – the Parish Information Meeting – see details below.  

  

Let us all use this Program as a wonderful opportunity to grow our special community of faith.  

  

Yours sincerely,  

  

Fr Martin Fleming                                     Des Noack  
Parish Priest                                                                        School 

Principal   
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Everything we have and all we are is a gift from God. Life itself is God’s gift to us. Our family, our 

friends, the time we have and our talents have been given to us. Our ability to use these gifts to earn an 

income is also God’s gift.  

Our Stewardship challenge is to develop and then share our gifts with others - no strings attached. We 

share these gifts out of our love for God and in gratitude to Him.  

PARISH INFORMATION MEETING 

When:   WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 22ND, 7.30PM  

 Where: ST AMBROSE CHURCH  

  

 Why:  - Discuss our achievements  

- Hear about our plans  

- Learn more about Stewardship  

 Who: ALL SCHOOL PARENTS ARE INVITED! 

  

 RSVP:  e-mail School Office   or   

Therese.Proy@cam.org.au (Parish Development Officer)  

“The Parish is the presence of the Church in a 

given territory, an environment for hearing God’s 

word, for growth in the Christian life, for 

dialogue, proclamation, charitable outreach, 

worship and celebration. In all its activities the 

parish encourages and trains its members to be 

evangelisers. It is a community of communities, a 

sanctuary   where the thirsty come to drink in the 

midst of their journey, and a centre of constant 

missionary outreach”  

Pope Francis                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Evangelii Gaudium 28  

 


