
 

Next Week’s Arrangements 
Monday 18th December 

Grade 6 Celebration Day: Grade 6 students will be 

having a great day at the Melbourne Aquatic 

Centre to celebrate their final week at St Ambrose.  
 

Tuesday: 19th December 

Grade 6 Graduation Mass & Presentations 

6.00pm  Grade 6 Graduation Mass –followed 

by presentations, speeches, a visual 

presentation by Grade 6 students. 
 

Wednesday: 20th December 

9.30am   End of Year Mass  

10.30 – 11.00am  Recess  

11.00 – 12.10pm  Normal classroom activities.  

12.10pm – 12.15pm Line up and move to hall. 

12.30pm  End of Year Awards and 

Grade 6 Farewell Ceremony  

1.15pm Grade 6’s move to oval with 

all other classes following.  

Grade 6’s form a circle, with 

grades gathering around 

them. 

Once all gathered, a special 

blessing takes place.  

1.30pm   End of year dismissal. 

Semester 2 Student Reports 
We had hoped to send out student reports 

tomorrow but have been delayed due to a number 

of technical issues that are currently being resolved. 

Reports, to the best of our knowledge, will be sent 

home next Monday. Together with the report, you 

will receive a copy of the 2018 school calendar that 

outlines all dates for the coming year.   

Staffing News 
We have now finalised our staffing for 2018 with the 

employment of Miss Bonnie Thorsen, better known to 

the families of next year’s Grade 1/2 classroom as 

the “Mystery Teacher”. I must thank families for their 

patience and being so supportive at this time of year 

when uncertainty can bring with it a little anxiety for 

our young ones. Your positiveness is what assists your 

children to learn resilience. A necessary life 

disposition. 
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Week 11 – Final Week 

Monday: 18.12 

 School Organisation Meeting – 8.15am – 8.30am 

 Advent Paraliturgy Week  

 Grade 6 Celebration Day & Family Dinner 

Tuesday: 19.12 

 Grade 6 Graduation Mass – 6.00pm 

Wednesday: 20.12 

 End of Term 4 

 Whole School Liturgy – 9.30am 

 School Award Ceremony: 12.30pm 

 Students dismissed at 1.30pm 
 

2018 School Start Date for Grade 1 to Grade 6 

Students is Wednesday 31st January 2018 

 

2018 Grade 4/5 Camp – Sovereign Hill 
We are pleased to announce that next year’s 

Grade 4/5 school camp will be held at Sovereign 

Hill from Wednesday 14th to Friday 16th February, 

2018. We have been very fortunate to access this 

camp with so many students to attend. It is our 

intention to move from a biannual Grade 4/5 camp 

(every 2 years) to an annual Grade 4 camp every 

year from 2019. Therefore, students in Grade 4 & 

Grade 6, from 2019, will undertake a camping 

experience with the Grade 6’s continuing to travel 

to Canberra.   

Canteen – Important Information 
The last day for canteen this year is tomorrow Friday 

15th December. In 2018 the canteen will be open 

only on Wednesday and Friday (no Mondays). The 

reason for this is that there are far too few orders on 

a Monday to make it viable. 
 

Next year when the canteen does open we will no 

longer be utilising the Flexischool system, instead 

we will be moving to CDFpay, the same system we 

are currently operating for uniform purchases.  

Parents need to use up any credit they may have 

with Flexischool or contact them for a refund.  

A Year In Review – Next Week’s Newsletter 
Next week’s newsletter will be published in colour 

and focus on the events of the year. It will be 

published with the intention of being a keep sake 

and a wonderful reminder of all that your child has 

engaged in and enjoyed over this time. 
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Jn 1:6-8. 19-28 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

There stands among you, unknown to you, the one 
who is coming after me. 

A man came, sent by God. 

His name was John. 

He came as a witness, as a witness to speak for 

the light, so that everyone might believe through 

him. 

He was not the light, only a witness to speak for 

the light. This is how John appeared as a witness. 

When the Jews sent priests 

and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are 

you?’ he not only declared, but he declared quite 

openly, ‘I am not the Christ.’ ‘Well then,’ they 

asked, ‘are you Elijah?’ ‘I am not,’ he said. ‘Are 

you the Prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ So they 

said to him, ‘Who are you? We must take back an 

answer to those who sent us. What have you to 

say about yourself?’ So John said, ‘I am, 

as Isaiah prophesied: 

A voice that cries in the wilderness: 

Make a straight way for the Lord.’ 

Now these men had been sent by the Pharisees, 

and they put this further question to him, ‘Why 

are you baptising if you are not the Christ, and 

not Elijah, and not the prophet?’ John replied, ‘I 

baptise with water; but there stands among you 

– unknown to you – the one who is coming after 

me; and I am not fit to undo his sandal-strap.’ 

This happened at Bethany, on the far side of 

the Jordan, where John was baptising. 

 

Farmer Fleming 
This coming Sunday is traditionally called 

Gaudete Sunday. Over the first millennium of 

Christianity Advent was like a late Lent. Both 

were five weeks long, both were marked by 

fasting and penance and both gave the faithful a 

day off half way through. In Lent Laudete Sunday 

is still, roughly, half way through the five-week 

season. Advent, however, was shortened to four 

weeks in the tenth century, and Pope St Gregory 

the Great eased the fasting and penitential 

aspects of this season in the twelfth century, but 

the not-so-half-way Gaudete Sunday has 

remained. It is, literally, the ‘rejoicing’ Sunday 

when we look more directly at Jesus’ coming at 

Christmas. 

To enable us to look at Jesus we start with the 

man who heralded his mission in the world, John 

the Baptist. In today’s Gospel John the Baptist is 

the model of humility, opening the way for the 

Kingdom of Jesus to break in upon the world. We 

should never underestimate talent spotters, for 

as this story demonstrates, they all have John 

the Baptist as their patron saint. 

Fleming was a poor Scottish farmer in the 

nineteenth century. One day, while trying to 

make a living for his family, he heard a cry for 

help coming from a nearby bog. He dropped his 

tools and ran to the bog. There, mired to his 

waist in black muck, was a terrified boy, 

screaming and struggling to free himself. Farmer 

Fleming saved the lad from what could have been 

a slow and terrifying death. 

The next day, a fancy carriage pulled up to the 

Scotsman's sparse cottage. An elegantly dressed 

nobleman stepped out and introduced himself as 

the father of the boy Farmer Fleming had saved. 

‘I want to repay you,’ said the nobleman. ‘You 

saved my son's life.’ ‘No, I can't accept payment 

for what I did,’ the Scottish farmer replied, 

waving away the offer. 

At that moment, the farmer's own son came to 

the door of the family home. ‘Is that your son?’ 

the nobleman asked. ‘Yes,’ the farmer replied 

proudly. ‘I'll make you a deal. Let me take him 

and give him a good education. If the lad is 

anything like his father, he'll grow up to be a 

man you can be proud of.’ And that is what he 

did. 

In time, Farmer Fleming’s son graduated from St 

Mary’s Medical School in London, and went on to 

become known throughout the world as the 

noted Sir Alexander Fleming, the discoverer of 

Penicillin. Years afterward, the nobleman's son 

was stricken with pneumonia. What saved him? 

Penicillin. 

The nobleman's name? Randolph Churchill. His 

son’s name? Sir Winston Churchill. 

John the Baptist, the embodiment of the old 

covenant, recognises who Jesus is for the world 

and encourages his foes and friends alike to 

welcome in the Christ, the new and everlasting 

Covenant. Just like Farmer Fleming or Lord 

Randolph Churchill, he could not have known the 

implications of what he was doing. John the 

Baptist simply saw Jesus and knew that Love had 

taken human form. Through his talent spotting 

and in his promotion of Jesus he enabled the first 

generation of Christians to see and believe that 

the promises made to their ancestors had been 

fulfilled. 

No wonder we have him as our focus 

on Gaudete Sunday. And so may we all rejoice 

today, not only because salvation is always close 

at hand in Christ the Lord, but because we are 

also called to spot his love in every act of 

goodness we see, encourage and promote it as 

best we can and then watch nature and grace do 

the rest. 

© Richard Leonard SJ. 
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Cheering On From The Sidelines – Great to see so 

many Mums and Dads join us for our sports carnival. 

 
 

 
A special thanks to Vlad & his team for turning the 

grass on the oval into a work of art. The grounds 

looked fantastic for such a special day. 

 

 
 

Woodend Lion’s Carols  

Saturday 16th December  

Thank you to everyone who has responded to our 

request for singers at this year’s Lion’s Carols.  The 

response has been incredible with more than 50 

students keen to represent St Ambrose and sing on 

the night.  We will be rehearsing again this Friday 

15th December at Lunchtime in the theatre.  It will 

be important that students attend these rehearsals 

to work out performance positions and parts.  BBQ 

starts at 5:30pm and the Carols commence at 

6:00pm. Please keep an eye out for Mrs Meyer 

when you arrive for further instructions. 

Thanks for your support and we are looking 

forward to a fun and joyous event. 
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 POTENTIAL CODE RED 

DAY SCHOOL CLOSURE 

In the event of extreme fire danger and a CODE RED 

day being called, the following provides information 

as to how we, as a school will act and communicate 

with you. 

 

The decision to close will be confirmed by the 

Emergency Management Commissioner no later 

than 1.00 pm the day prior to the closure.  Once we 

have received confirmation of the closure we will 

contact you directly via email and SMS before the 

end of the school day to confirm this.  You are urged 

to check the Department of Education and Training 

website for updates, school closures will be posted 

to the Department’s website – see 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs

/health/pages/closures.aspx  

 

Please note that all of our school bus routes will also 

be closed; services will resume when the school 

reopens. 

 

We realise that the potential closure of our school 

may result in you having to make alternative 

arrangements for your child, but the safety of our 

students and staff remains our top priority.  Given the 

predicted weather conditions, we urge that your 

child is not left at home unattended or in the care of 

older children. 

 

If you know of other parents who, for any reason, 

may not be aware of the school’s potential closure,  

please contact them to help ensure they are aware 

that the school may be closed. 

 

You should also explain to your child and family 

members that our school may be closed.  For safety  

reasons, no staff will be on-site if the school is closed.  

 

For up-to-date information on this year’s fire season, 

visit the CFA website at www.cfa.vic.gov.au or call  

the 24-hour Victorian Bushfires Information Line on 

1800 240 667. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation and understanding. 

 

Sports Carnival 
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Sports Carnival 

 
 

 
 

 

Gr 6 Dress Up Race 
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Sports Carnival 

 
 

 
 

Sports Carnival 

 
 

Congratulations to team Carmel 
who came first this year. This is 

the first time that Carmel 
appears on the trophy and it a 

credit to all in the team. For new 
families to the school, our house 
teams are Carmel (gold), Mercy 
(green), Fatima (red) & Lourdes 

(blue).  
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Sports Carnival 

 
 

 
 

 

Assembly News!  

 
 

On Monday Rachael, Carlie, Heidi, Cait & Bronte did 
a performance at Assembly. The girls decided to 
send a serious message about how not to get head 
lice using a fabulous and engaging dance routine.  
The girls had been practicing the routine for two 
months and their persistence paid off – it was 
awesome!  
 

 
 
Also at Assembly on Monday we had the very 
special company of Melva and Jenny from Macedon 
Ranges Friends of East Timor (MRFoET). Our school 
was formally acknowledged for our efforts in our 
pencil drive earlier this year.  
With the Minnie Vinnie team at the helm we 
managed to collect over 2000 pencils that have 
since been delivered to Primary Schools in Turiscai – 
Timor Leste. Turiscai has a population on 1.3 million 
people, it is 1/5 the size of Victoria with over 40% of 
the population under 14 years of age. We know our 
pencils are going to be very handy for those 
children in those schools.  
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Tomorrow is the last day to buy more raffle tickets 
and donate gifts for hampers and raffle prizes. We 
are looking for some happy helping hands on 
Monday 18th December to help organise the 
hampers. Please see Sandy.  
 

 

School Banking 2017 
Thank you to all of the children who participated in 
the Commonwealth Bank School Program this year. 
All gifts have been collected. There will be NO 
Banking tomorrow. All the best, Sandy. 
 

 
A very big thank you to all our families who have so 
steadfastly supported our Scholastic Book Club 
Program this year. Your support has translated into 
so many new and wonderful books for the children 
to enjoy in our Library. Special thanks to our SRC 
Team (Zara, George, Tahli, Noah, Bronte, Archer, 
Max, Jack, Charlotte, John, Darcie, Jack, Charlee, 
Rhys, Bailey, Ava, Declan & Chloe) for being in 
charge of our book selections this year and being 
such great Reading Ambassadors to our school 
community. Looking forward to another great book 
year in 2018.  

 
  

Student Awards 

Prep   Kevin M 
For working hard to be the best learner he can be 
and for his amazing drawings for his narrative. 
Prep   Seth X 
For his wonderful narrative about building a fire pit. 
P/1E   Jemima D 
For sharing her thoughts about Advent in our whole 
class discussion. 
P/1E   Noah S 
For contributing to class discussions and working 
hard on reading fluently. 
P/1E   Jack G 
For producing great stories with beautiful 
handwriting! 
P/1E   Alexandra M 
For constantly reflecting on things she has learned 
and sharing it with her peers. 
1/2R   Joseph E 
For his valuable contributions to class discussions. 
1/2R   Lola C 
For her conscientious efforts with her learning. 
1/2R   Rachel F 
For being a great contributor to class discussions. 
1/2T   Riley C 
For making fabulous progress with his reading and 
comprehension. 
3/4P   Fynn R 
For his enthusiasm shown in class during Inquiry. 
3/4P   Luca L 
For his expert advice on creating a Kahoot. 
3/4M    Bronte M 
For her attention to detail during all class tasks. 
3/4M   Willem H 
For his mature approach to his work. Well done. 
4/5BW   Scarlett M 
For her enthusiasm and focus when working on her 
Genius Hour Project. 
4/5BW   Mietta P 
For an excellent written response to the Long Wait. 
Well done! 
5/6F   Josh G 
For always approaching his learning with a smile! 
5/6F   Cai R 
For always showing a keen interest in his learning! 
5/6F   Carly B 
For overcoming her fears to go on the “big swing” 
at St Ambrose Day. Well done! 
5/6F   Noah C 
For being a caring friend! 
5/6F   Luke S 
For his great research skills finding out all about the 
Advent Wreath. 
5/6F   Declan H 
For being a good friend.  
5/6F   Hannah D 
For being a good leader in and out of the 
classroom! 
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Student Awards 

 
5/6F   Tobi D-T 
For assisting a member of our local community with 
a disability. 
5/6R   Sakura B 
For being the Best Ever Notes and Money Student. 
5/6R   Bailey R 
For being the Best Ever Notes and Money Student. 
5/6R   Matilda W 
For a meaningful Advent reflection. 
5/6R   Eva R   
For her attention to detail in her Resilience Project. 
 

 

 
 
1st December  Hattie B (1/2T) 
2nd December Carlie M (P/1E) 
2nd December Heidi N (3/4M) 
 8th December Baylee K (4/5BW) 
11th December Elijah C (5/6R) 
14th December Bridgette A (3/4P) 
16th December  Leo G (1/2R) 
22nd December Tahli M (P/1E) 
 28th December Tyler K (1/2T) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Community News 
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