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May the LORD bless you
and keep you;
May the LORD make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you;
May the LORD turn his face toward you
and give you peace.

2019 Prep Enrolments – Our current
enrolment status highlights that the school is
at capacity with an enrolment number of
238. There are currently 24 Grade 6
students. Their graduation at the end of this
year will ensure 24 places available for 2019
Prep students. With rumours of a very high
sibling enrolment for next year, it is essential
that prospective parents contact the
school ASAP. Our hope is to be able to
cater for 30 placements.
Grade 4 & 5 Camp Next Week – Next
Wednesday, our Grade 4 & 5 students will
be attending camp at Sovereign Hill. A
student briefing will occur on Friday for all
students attending. It is absolutely essential
that all Grade 4 & 5 students are at school
no later than 8.45am next Wednesday to
ensure that bags have been loaded,
medication
handed
over
and
an
opportunity to go to the toilet occurs
before departing.
School Canteen - The school canteen will
re-open next Wednesday. Parents, as of
tomorrow, will be able to place orders
through
the
CDF
Pay
system
sawoodend@cdfpay.org.au
Shrove Tuesday – A CareMonkey form has
been sent home requesting permission for
your child to partake in the eating of
pancakes at school next Tuesday. We are
also looking for volunteers to assist in the
cooking of them also.
Ash
Wednesday
–
Lent
officially
commences next Wednesday. As a school
we will take the opportunity to participate
in our liturgical and faith journey through
the celebration of Mass (9.30am) and the
receiving of ashes. Parents are greatly
encouraged to attend. Located in this
newsletter is an article that has been
provided to assist you as parents in
teaching your child/ren the meaning and
reason for this sacred season.
Signing Your Child In When Late – It is a
legal requirement that all students arriving
late are signed in by either their parent or
guardian. It is the same arrangement that
occurs in an early child care centre. This
arrangement changes when your child
reaches secondary school. Please note
that parents not signing their child in will be
contacted directly by the Principal to
discuss the issues of duty of care and any
further action that needs to be taken.

GENEVIEVE BRYANT
MUSIC MINISTRY CONCERT

Yesterday, we began our year with hearts filled
with joy and song. Genevieve brought out the
best in our students by sharing her faith
through the gift and passion of her voice and
song.

Each year level was fortunate to have the
opportunity to work with Genevieve in
developing a deeper understanding of what
liturgical singing is and how to use song as a
form of prayer.
It was fantastic to see and especially hear our
students so engaged in what she was teaching
and for our students to demonstrate through
their voices, what they had learnt.

Genevieve’s deep understanding of the
importance of bringing and supporting our
students into the life of their parish community
is something we could all take a lesson from.

Dates for the Diary
Week 3
Monday: 12.02
 Preps commence full day attendance.
Tuesday: 13.02
 Scholastic Book Club Orders Due
 Shrove Tuesday
Wednesday: 14.02
 Prep Rest Day
 Ash Wednesday Whole School Mass
(9.30am)
 Emergency Displan Practice
 Grade 4/5 Camp at Sovereign Hill
 Music Works – Tuition Lessons
Thursday: 15.02
 Grade 4/5 Camp at Sovereign Hill
 School Advisory Committee - 7.30pm
Friday: 16.02
 Grade 4/5 Camp at Sovereign Hill

Week 4
Monday: 19.02
 School Assembly 2.55pm
 St Ambrose Family Care Cooking Session –
9.00am in the Parish Hall Kitchen.
Tuesday: 20.02
 Parent Teacher Interviews: 3.45pm – 7.45pm
Wednesday: 21.02
 Prep Rest Day
 Class Mass – 9.30am (5/6M)
 Music Works Tuition Lessons
Thursday: 22.02
 Parent Teacher Interviews: 3.45pm – 7.45pm
Friday: 23.02
 School Closure Day
 Staff Literacy Training

Week 5
Monday: 26.02
 School Closure Day
 Visible Learning Training Day
Tuesday: 27.02
 Preps Go Fulltime
Wednesday: 28.02
 Class Mass – 9.30am (5/6E)
 Music Works – Tuition Lessons
Thursday: 01.03
 Staff Meeting – 3.45pm till 5.00pm

Week 6
Monday: 05.03
 School Assembly 2.55pm
Wednesday: 07.03
 Social Justice Team Leadership Day
 Sacred Heart Grade 5 Transition Day
 Class Mass – 9.30am (4/5F)
 Music Works – Tuition Lessons
Thursday: 08.03
 Staff Meeting – 3.45pm till 5.00pm

Birthday & Food Treats

Birthdays are significant milestones in life. At St
Ambrose we celebrate and acknowledge this
special occasion for our students both at a
whole school and class level. At assembly,
students are presented with a certificate that
marks this special occasion and we as a school
get the opportunity to sing ‘Happy Birthday’ to
them. Within the class, special mention is made
of their birthday as well as being included in
classroom prayer.
Whilst it is not necessary to celebrate birthdays
at school, we understand that parents often
want to celebrate their child’s birthday with
their class. We do not object to this but must
consider the implications when providing treats
in the form of food for students be it for
birthdays or other special days. The recent
concerns regarding frozen berries in the media
highlights how careful we must be. Together
with issues regarding food allergies and
parental consent regarding what food their
child is to eat, the matter within this community
has been widely discussed with often polarising
views.

After much discussion and consultation,
and taking the above matters into
consideration, we ask that parents refrain
from providing food treats for the class.
This decision is based upon ensuring the
health and safety of all our students.

of payment. However, if this is not suitable for
your family or circumstances, we ask that you
please contact Karen Basa at the school office
to discuss alternate arrangements.

2018 School Fees & Levies
Having published the School Fees and Levies in
last year’s school newsletter on the 26th
October, 2017, I wish to again bring to your
attention the ‘Methods of Payment’ that is
being implemented for 2018.
The need for this is three fold. The first is to assist
families in ensuring that fees and levies are
paid within the given year, the second is the
matter of outstanding balances, and the third
is that the school has undergone a change in
banking accounts to improve service.
Our previous policy has been to split the
School Fee into three payments with the
expectation that School Fees & Levies being
paid in full by the end of Term 3. This practice
was implemented so that families could
balance budgets leading into Christmas.
In reviewing payments made throughout the
previous three years and to better manage the
school’s cash flow, we have found it necessary
to move to a Direct Debit Payment Plan as the
school’s preferred payment option due to
$91,883.00 that was outstanding in school fees
and levies, of this amount, $32,168.27 is owed
by current families, and the remainder by
families that have left the school.

For current families that have already
committed to a payment plan, and are
therefore making regular payments by
electronic transfers - please note the new bank
account details for all school fees to be paid
into from 1st February, 2018.
Account Name:
General Account
Bank:
Development Fund
BSB:
Account:

St Ambrose Parish School
CDF – Catholic
083 347
82 674 8672

The School Family Fee for 2018 is: $1780 per
family.
The Student Levy for all students for the 2018 is
$485.00 per student.
Please note that families who are currently in
arrears will be asked to enter into a payment
plan so as to ensure that arrears do not
become unmanageable.
We do everything we can to hold costs down
whilst providing the best educational
opportunities possible for your child/ren and
because of this, it is essential that all families
meet their obligations regarding this matter.

As a non for profit organisation, having a bare
bank account at the end of the year is a great
result as it means that the money coming in is
spent on your child/rens education rather than
sitting in a bank account. However, monies
that have not been paid to the school
represent resources that could not or were not
purchased, nor staff being employed to further
enhance the learning at St Ambrose.
To address this and to assist families to better
meet their obligation regarding payment of
school fees and levies, all families have been
provided with the attached “St Ambrose Parish
School Direct Debit Service Agreement” and
are asked to return it to the school office ASAP
- the latest by Monday 5th of Feb, 2018.
The Direct Debit Agreement is 10 monthly
payments from February to November.
The purpose of raising this in the newsletter is to
again ask that you please adopt this method

Being Part Of The Life Of The Classroom
It has been wonderful to see so many of our
Mums and Dads join their child’s classroom for
Morning Prayer and for many to then stay on
and assist in the classroom. If you haven’t as
yet got your Working with Children Card, or
undertaken the Parent Volunteer course, could
you please contact the office so that we can
begin your induction into this wonderful
volunteer role.

You Never Know Who Will Take The
Opportunity For A Photo When A Camera Is
Pointed Their Way!

Grade 4/5F focussing in on their e-Learning
session. Over the Christmas break we
again upgraded our equipment,
purchasing a further 30 Chrome books.

Each year when we start talking about Lent
and Easter, we hear a familiar question from
many students and parents: What is Lent? And
what does it mean to observe Lent, and what
are Christians “required” to do so? For the
interested, we’ll try to answer some of those
questions here.
Lent is the span of time in the church
calendar that starts with Ash Wednesday and
ends with Easter Sunday. Ash Wednesday
commemorates the beginning of Jesus’ 40-day
fasting and temptation in the desert, and
Easter
Sunday
commemorates Jesus’
resurrection from the grave after his crucifixion.
Lent, then, is generally observed as a time for
Christians to reflect, repent, and pray as a way
of preparing their hearts for Easter. It is
commonly observed by many Christian
denominations—Catholic, Anglican, Lutheran,
and others—although not every Christian
church or denomination does so.
How Do You Observe Lent?
It differs from person to person and church to
church, but some of the things Christians opt to
do to observe Lent include:
 On the first day of Lent (Ash Wednesday),
some Christians mark their foreheads with
ash as a symbol of sorrow and mourning
over their sin.
 Special worship services, or additions to
regular worship services. This often takes the
form of extra Scripture readings and prayer.
 Some Christians choose to give up a habit
or behavior during Lent as an exercise in
prayerful self-denial. This might range from
something as simple as not drinking soda
during Lent to a full-blown program
of fasting.
 Some Christians commit to a special
devotional
activity during
Lent—for
example, daily Scripture reading, regular
prayer for a specific person or topic
throughout Lent, or volunteer work in their
community.
The choice to observe Lent is a personal one—
the whole point is to focus your heart and mind
on Jesus during the journey to Easter.

Sun Smart Policy
The shade sails only provide limited shade for our
students whilst they are at play during recess and
lunchtime, therefore it is essential that students
have their school hat ready for the start of next
term.

School Wide Brimmed Hat:
Students without a school
hat this term will be required to
remain within a specified
shaded area during recess and
lunchtimes.

Sunscreen:
We encourage parents to ensure that their child
has applied sunscreen prior to coming to school
although, the school itself does supply sunscreen
that is available from a pump bottle within each
classroom. Children are encouraged daily to apply
their own sunscreen, or that supplied in the
classroom prior to each play period, and to ensure
that they are wearing a school hat prior to leaving
the classroom for play.

This week's Japanese phrase is
「おはようございます」

'Ohayo gozaimas’,
which means 'Good morning' in
English. Let's greet to each other in the
morning by saying 'Ohayo gozaimas!' .
Don’t worry too much about messing
up the pronunciation. Unlike several
other languages throughout Asia,
Japanese is not a tonal language, and the
pronunciation is probably easier than
you think.
To to help you learn some extra basic
Japanese, we’ve compiled the most
essential Japanese words and phrases
for travellers to Japan.

The word for thank you in Japanese
is arigatou gozaimasu (in Japanese, the
“u” at the end of some words is barely
pronounced to the point of being nearly silent).
You can usually simply say arigatou,
which is a little more casual but usually
perfectly fine.
In Japan, where politeness is such a key
part of the culture, you’ll be
saying arigatou gozaimasu a lot!

POTENTIAL CODE RED DAY
SCHOOL CLOSURE
Next you’ll want to learn the word
for hello, which is konnichiwa. You’ve
probably heard this word before!
Konnichiwa is typically used during the
day, and there are other phrases for good
morning and good evening (ohayou gozaimasu,
and konbanwa, respectively).
But when you’re starting out it’s best to
keep things simple, and if you simply
learn konnichiwa you can use it
throughout the day to say hello!

In the event of extreme fire danger and a CODE
RED day being called, the following provides
information as to how we, as a school will act and
communicate with you.
The decision to close will be confirmed by the
Emergency Management Commissioner no later
than 1.00 pm the day prior to the closure. Once we
have received confirmation of the closure we will
contact you directly via email and SMS before the
end of the school day to confirm this. You are
urged to check the Department of Education and
Training website for updates, school closures will be
posted to the Department’s website – see
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs
/health/pages/closures.aspx
Please note that all of our school bus routes will also
be closed; services will resume when the school
reopens.
I realise that the potential closure of our school may
result in you having to make alternative
arrangements for your child, but the safety of our
students and staff remains our top priority. Given
the predicted weather conditions, we urge that
your child is not left at home unattended or in the
care of older children.

Excuse me is an important expression in
any language, and Japanese is no
exception.
The word for excuse me in Japanese
is sumimasen. Chances are you’ll be
using this one quite a bit, so if you can,
try and memorize it!
It’s a doubly useful word, as it can be
used both to get a person’s attention,
and also to apologize.

If you know of other parents who, for any reason,
may not be aware of the school’s potential closure,
please contact them to help ensure they are
aware that the school may be closed.
You should also explain to your child and family
members that our school may be closed. For safety
reasons, no staff will be on-site if the school is
closed.
For up-to-date information on this year’s fire season,
visit the CFA website at www.cfa.vic.gov.au or call
the 24-hour Victorian Bushfires Information Line on
1800 240 667.
Thank you for your cooperation and understanding.

Motivating Your
Child for Excellence
The request to “Wake up for school please
Ashton” was met with a groan.
“I don’t want to go to school mum.”
Most parents will experience a child who is not
motivated to be at school at some point in
their lives. Many of you parents were that child!
Trying to stimulate your child’s motivation at
school can be very challenging for parents,
primarily because so much of what happens
at school is out of your control. The
environment provided by the teacher, other
students, and the school community can have
a powerful impact on your child’s level of
motivation. There are, however, several things
that parents can do to increase their child’s
motivation at school:

Remember, relationships matter
Encourage your child to develop positive
relationships with other students at school. If
the peer environment is one that is safe, fun,
and comfortable, then your child will be more
motivated to be at school than if bullying or
teasing is common place.

Your child’s relationship with the
teacher should be positive
Look for ways to speak with your child about
what the teacher is doing well, and the
positive aspects of the student-teacher
relationship. By building a positive perspective
on classroom relations, children are likely to be
more motivated at school.

Speak positively about the school
When our children hear us openly criticise
school, the teachers, or the principal, we
undermine their faith and confidence in the
people who are influencing and teaching
them each day. Look for things that the
teacher or school are doing well, and
emphasise them publicly. When your children
hear you speaking positively about their
school, they will experience your enthusiasm as
an endorsement and respond accordingly.

Encourage mastery and mistakes,
not performance and perfection
Developing competence requires practice,
mistakes, and a long-term approach to
mastery. If you’ve ever had a boss watching
over your shoulder you will know how your
focus on perfect performance can cause you
to unravel. It also probably reduced your
motivation! When children know they will not
be judged on their performance, they feel free
to experiment, make mistakes, and try again.
By reducing pressure for perfect performance
learning becomes an enjoyable process, and
motivation goes up.

Emphasise effort
When your child brings home a report card (or
when any evaluation is occurring in relation to
schoolwork), emphasise the effort that they’re
making over the results they’re achieving. Ask
questions such as, “Do you feel like you’re
working hard?” Point out what a teacher says
about your child’s effort and ask, “Is your
teacher right about this? Are you putting in less
effort than you can?” Emphasise that you care
more about effort than outcomes.

Share your child’s successes
When your child demonstrates competence,
let him/her hear you telling other people about
what was accomplished.
“Ella has been making such a big effort at
school, and today she received an award for
it.”
“Jack got 22 out of 25 on his weather project.”
“Matt just did his first serious high school exam.
I’ve never seen him put in so much effort
before. We still don’t know what he scored,
but I’m so proud of him for working so hard.”
By telling people about the successes your
child experiences, and by finding the good in
what they do, your child will be more
motivated to continue to work hard, practice,
and develop good academic outcomes.

17th December
27th December
28th December
2nd January
4th January
5th January
10th January
13th January
15th January
16th January
17th January
18th January
21st January
22nd January
24th January
24th January
24th January
2nd February
3rd February
5th February

Mietta P (5/6E)
Claudia C (3/4P)
Tyler K (1/2B)
Jamie H (2/3R)
Grace S (1/2B)
Owen V (P/1E)
Jye C-S (5/6E)
Amity B (3/4P)
Mia T (1/2T)
Oscar D (2/3R)
Noah H (4/5F)
Archer C (3/4P)
Danielle L (2/3R)
Patrick C (1/2T)
Mia L (5/6M)
Flynn O (5/6M)
Amy O (5/6E)
Heidi M (2/3R)
Miranda B (1/2B)
Ethan W (P/1L)

Student Awards
P/1E
James K
For making a great start here at St Ambrose!
P/1E
Violet P
For making a great new start in Year One!
P/1E
Sophie H
For being on task and an excellent role model.
P/1E
Liv S
For working hard on her Place Value task!
P/1L
India-Belle C
For settling into P/1L with her new classmates.
P/1L
Maeve D
For settling into her new classroom.
P/1L
Sophie O
Welcome to St Ambrose Primary.
P/1L
Will B
For having a positive outlook settling into his new
class.
1/2T
Patrick C
For becoming part of St Ambrose School in 1/2T.
1/2T
Zoe R-H
For becoming part of St Ambrose School in 1/2T.
1/2T
Nathan C
For becoming part of St Ambrose School in 1/2T.

1/2T
Emmy Y
For being a respectful class member who answers
lots of questions.
1/2T
Lachlan M
For waiting for his turn to talk!
1/2B
Rachel C
For settling in well to her new school.
1/2B
Carlie M
For helping our new classmates.
1/2B
Max S
For being ready to start his Grade 2 learning.
2/3R
Jordan V
For being a great listener and always ready to
learn.
2/3R
Asha D-T
For her great listening and work effort.
3/4P
Darley
For settling in well to her new class.
3/4P
Lucy
For settling in well to her new class.
4/5F
Will P
Welcome to St Ambrose!
4/5F
Rusby C
Welcome to St Ambrose!
4/5F
Samuel C
Welcome to St Ambrose!
4/5F
Monet L
Welcome to St Ambrose!
5/6E
Joel C
Welcome to St Ambrose Primary School!
5/6E
Lucy P
For her enthusiasm towards all of her learning.
5/6E
Thomas N
For showing excellent leadership qualities.
5/6M
Bronte M
For her fabulous contribution to all class
discussions.
5/6M
Thomas C
For putting 110% effort into completing all class
tasks.

Just a reminder to all students from Grade 1 –
Grade 6 to please bring their Art Folios back into
school as soon as practical.

Community News

Community News

We’re Off to See the Wizard!
Work has started on the 2018 School Production of ‘The Wizard of
Oz; Young Performers Edition’. The Grade Fives and Sixes have
started their auditions and are beaming with enthusiasm.
In preparation for the Wizard of Oz, students in all classes will be
focussing primarily on the Drama curriculum including creating
and accepting drama ideas, use of voice and narrative, creating
characters and exploring purposeful movement.
Have your seen our Yellow Brick Road? Drop in to the music
room and have a look. Each child has their own ‘brick’ in which
they record their learning and ‘Road Reflection’. This is visible
way for all students to see their individual growth form part of a
whole school journey to Oz.
Finally, one of our parents is missing a Samsung phone that was
used in the production last year. If you have taken a phone home,
could you please turn it on and check that it belongs to you.

We are looking for some props
to use prior to the production.
Do you have?
An old-fashioned rocking chair?
A small row boat or boat
sandpit?
An old fashioned bicycle
(brown/gold/ grey colouring)?
If so please let Eloise Meyer
know
emeyer@sawoodend.catholic.ed
u.au

