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A reflection by Dr Bob Moorehead.
‘The paradox of our time in history is that we have taller

buildings, but shorter tempers; wider freeways, but
narrower viewpoints; we spend more, but have less; we
buy more, but enjoy less.
‘We have bigger houses and smaller families; more
conveniences, but less time; we have more degrees, but
less sense; more knowledge, but less judgment; more
experts, but less solutions; more medicine, but less
health.
‘We have multiplied our possessions, but reduced our
value; we talk too much, love too seldom, and hate too
often. We've learned how to make a living, but not a
life; we've added years to life, not life to years.

Dear Parent, Students & Friends of St Ambrose,
During this past week, we have heard from several
families who have experienced pain and tragedy,
loss and brokenness, of families that are struggling
with the challenges of raising children, or of simply
holding together their relationships.
We are left at times asking what we can we do?
How can we, together with the school community
help? What resources are available that will assist the
family? In many instances, simply listening, sitting
quietly and reassuring the person suffices, at other
times, it takes a great deal more.
For our students at St Ambrose, I would hope that
school is a place of peace, laughter, joy in their life
and that in their learning, they find hope, success
and recognise the wonder and blessing that is life.
Given that it is the season of Lent, I encourage you
to spend a little time reflecting upon how we see
ourselves in this reflection.

‘We've been all the way to the moon and back, but have
trouble crossing the street to meet our neighbour.
We've conquered outer space; not inner space, we've
cleaned up the air, but polluted the soul; we've split the
atom, but not our prejudice. We have higher incomes,
but lower morale; we've become long on quantity, but
short on quality.
‘These are the times of tall men (sic), and short
character; steep profits, and shallow relationships.
These are the times of world peace, but domestic
violence; more leisure, but less fun; more kinds of food,
but less nutrition.
‘These are the days of two incomes, but more divorce;
of fancier houses, but broken homes. It is a time when
there is so much in the showroom window and nothing
in the stockroom.’
We all know the world is not quite so neat, not so
either/or, but these words focus the question well
enough: what are the essentials of our life, or as Jesus
puts it, what is our treasure and where is our heart?
As a school community, we work together, not only
in good times but also in the challenging times as
well, so that together we create a school for every
child because every child is God’s child. These
children are our treasure and where our heart is!
May each of us take a moment to contemplate in
this season of Lent and reflect upon who we are to
ourselves, our family & our community and may our
gift of self to each other be one of selflessness and
provide our children with the richness of what it is to
grow and learn within a faith community.
As the reflection asks, “what is our treasure and
where is our heart?”
I wish you all a great weekend that is blessed with
the laughter of children and expressed through the
gift of our faith.
Des Noack
Principal

Literacy CAFE™

Is a system that we use at
St Ambrose to help students
understand and master
the four key components of
successful reading:
Comprehension, Accuracy,
Fluency, and Expanding
Vocabulary.
How does it work?
The CAFE Menu breaks each component—
comprehension, accuracy, fluency, and expanding
vocabulary—into significant strategies that support
each goal. Posted on the classroom wall and built
throughout the year, it serves as a visual reminder of
whole-class instruction as well as individual student
goals.

Week 7
Monday: 12.03
 Labour Day – School Closure Day
Wednesday: 14.03
 Class Mass – 9.30am (1/2T)**RESCHEDULED
 Music Works Tuition Lessons
 School Advisory Committee Meeting –
7.30pm Staffroom
Thursday: 15.03
 Sacrament of Reconciliation Workshop With
Fr Elio Cappra 7:00pm (Grade 3’s)
 Scholastic Book Club Issue # 2 Orders Close
 Staff Meeting - 3:45pm till 5:00pm
Friday: 16.03
 National Day Against Bullying
 St Patricks Cathedral Mass to Celebrate
Catholic Education Week

Week 8

Our teachers use The CAFE System to assess,
instruct, and monitor student progress. It provides
tools for constructing group and individual lessons
that provide just-in-time instruction, ensuring that all
students reach their potential.

Monday: 19.03
 Feast of St Joseph
 School Assembly 2:55pm
Tuesday: 20.03
 Whole School Photos
Wednesday: 21.03
 Class Mass – 9.30am (Gr 2/3T & 3/4P)
 Music Works Tuition Lessons
 Sacrament of Reconciliation 7.00pm
Thursday: 22.03
 Staff Meeting - 3:45pm till 5:00pm

Week 9
Monday: 26.03
 Holy Week
Tuesday: 27.03
 Holy Week
Wednesday: 28.03
 Holy Week
 Preps in PJ’s Evening – 6.00pm
Thursday: 29.03
 Whole school Mass – 1.30pm
 End of Term Dismissal – 2.30pm
Friday: 30.03
 Good Friday

No Smile Is Ever Wasted
PROJECT
COMPASSION
Third Week of Lent
Bayan is a 12
year old Syrian
girl, living with
her family in
Jordan.
An
ambitious
student, Bayan
has her sights
set on a career
as
an
ophthalmologist.
As a quiet, young refugee she struggled
to overcome the trauma of growing up in
a conflict zone and faced the prospect of
missing out on schooling. With Caritas
Australia’s support, Bayan is an academic
high-achiever who is flourishing in a
stable school environment.
Please donate to Project Compassion
2018 and help bring stability to
vulnerable youth, providing just
futures for others like Bayan.
A Just Future starts with your support!
You can donate through the donation
boxes in each classroom here at St
Ambrose or Project Compassion
boxes/envelopes,
visit
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or
phone 1800 024 413

Keep the donations coming in – thanks!
Raffle tickets are due back by Monday 26th
March in time for the draw on the last day of
Term – Thursday 29th March.
Many thanks, in anticipation.

It's worth remembering that a simple smile is a building
block for relationships between people. Our face is
where others look for reassuring, comforting responses
and attention.
Not every single response we give is vital, but each
smile we share sends a good message.

Social Media &
The St Ambrose Carnival
On Wednesday night we received several
phone
calls
regarding
social
media
conversations regarding ‘What’s happening
with Carnival this year?’ The upside to all of this
is that people are talking about it and for the
most part, in a very positive way.
For those who have been deeply involved in the
organising of the Carnival each year, they can
appreciate the effort that has been taken to try
and get something up and running for this year.
It is hugely important that when considering the
commentary presented through social media,
context is provided, for without it, much of what
is said is pretext.
So here’s our context:
In July of last year, we began urgently trying to
put together a committee to begin the
planning for our 2018 Carnival. There were a
number of call outs via the School Newsletter
and CareMonkey for volunteers to step up and
form the 2018 St Ambrose Carnival Committee.
The result fell terribly short of what was needed
and felt something like the following:
There were once four members of a project
team:
Everyone, Someone, Anyone and No-one
Like all projects there are some important tasks
to do,
Everyone was really busy and was sure
that Someone had more time to do most of
these
tasks, but Someone thought Anyone could do
them.
However Anyone couldn't do them, and
so unless Anyone made Someone realise
that Someone was the best person to do those
jobs, Everyone ended up allocating the jobs
to No-one.
Sadly No-one wasn't very good at getting
these jobs done, so the result was a
disaster, which impacted Everyone.
Everyone ended up angry
with Someone, because Everyone knew
that Someone could do the jobs better, much
better than No-one.
Therefore, following the initial request for
assistance, we then offered an alternative - a
Carnival that would occur in November. This
action was a way of buying a little more time to

see if there was anyone out there who would
like to step up and take on a positon on the
committee.
We were really pleased when having sent out
the final survey and request for assistance. We
received replies from 26 parents offering to be
part of the committee. However, on reading
the attached comments to their responses and
further follow up phone calls with many who
had not added comments to clarify their offer,
we found that most were made in the context
of not taking on a leadership role but
participating in minor roles such as overseeing
a stall. Don’t get us wrong, this support is
fantastic but we need people who will lead in
the following roles:
1. Co-ordinator (Required)
a. Oversee all aspects of the
Carnival to ensure key
responsibilities and tasks are
undertaken
2. Secretary (Required)
a. Provide reports and
communication.
3. Treasurer
a. Gemma had offered to continue
for one more year and support
parents offering to take on this
role.
4. Sponsorship Leader
a. Sandy Howe had offered to
continue to coordinate but
needs someone to work with her
to learn the ropes.
5. Rides Organiser (Required)
a. Book rides
6. Logistics (Required)
a. Oversee Carnival layout
b. Set up of electrical plan
c. Oversee set up and clean up
7. Marketing (Required)
8. Social Media
a. Helen Edwards has offered to
coordinate.
9. Class Stalls
a. School Staff member to be
nominated
10. Parish Stalls (Required)
a. Ensure that all stalls are organised
for the day.
11. Entertainment (Required)
a. Oversee the organisation of
entertainment for the day.
b. Organise P.A. System

A New Carnival Proposal
Apart from proposing a later date for the
Carnival to occur this year, there was also
many families that suggested that the Carnival
occur biannually and that a different form of
fundraising occur every second year that
promoted different social events and activities.
Examples that have been mentioned were
outdoor movie theatre nights with food van,
trivia nights that included a silent auction, or
even a weekend car boot sale.

Visible Learning
In Our Classrooms
The majority of positive effects demonstrated and
visible in our classrooms are attributable to the
success in teaching, and there is no greater pleasure
than to visit
our classrooms in which the ideas in Visible Learning
are transparently visible. John Hattie wrote in his
conclusion to the book titled Visible Learning:

With a lack of support, and having made every
effort last year to get people on board, we
have had to make the decision that our
Carnival this year will be postponed to March
2019 and that we seek to identify community
events that create family engagement and fun
for the short term while re-establishing a
Carnival Committee that is able to run an
annual carnival each year.
So if you think our Carnival is worth the effort
and you want to see it actually run annually,
we need people like yourself to step up and
commit.

That person can be
Everyone,
Someone,
Anyone
but we definitely can’t
have No-one doing it.
So this call out is not about seeking people to
run carnival stalls but to identify parents who
have the passion and drive to make our
carnival a reality, parents who will commit to
being on the Carnival Organising Committee
and see it return to our annual school, parish
and community calendar of events.
Please respond via the CareMonkey form that
was sent out yesterday, or if not on
CareMonkey email:
office@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au
With appreciation for all those who have
already given so much of their time to the
Carnival Committee, our hope is to see a whole
new Committee emerge shortly.

I have seen teachers who are stunning, who live the
principles outlined in this book, and demonstrably
make a difference. They play the game according
to the principles outlined here. They question
themselves, they worry about which students are not
making appropriate progress, they seek evidence of
successes and gaps, and they seek help when they
need it in their teaching. The future is one of hope as
many of these teachers exist in our schools. They are
often head-down in the school, not always picked
by parents as the better teachers, but the students
know and welcome being in their classes. The
message in this book is one of hope for an excellent
future for teachers and teaching, and based on not
just my explanation for 146,000+ effect sizes but on
the comfort that there are already many excellent
teachers in our profession.
(Hattie, 2009: 261)
Powerful, passionate, accomplished teachers are
those who:
 Focus on students’ cognitive engagement with
the content of what it is that is being taught;


Focus on developing a way of thinking and
reasoning that emphasizes problem-solving and
teaching strategies relating to the content that
they wish students to learn;



Focus on imparting new knowledge and
understanding, and then monitor how students
gain fluency and appreciation in this new
knowledge;



Focus on providing feedback in an appropriate
and timely manner to help students to attain
the worthwhile goals of the lesson;

What is the Learning Pit?
The Learning Pit is an analogy we use, following the
school’s work on Visible Learning, to help our
students look at their learning as an opportunity for
them to keep growing. We focus, through the analogy
of the Learning Pit to help our students to find ways to
develop their learning mindset. It is vital that the home
and school work together in order for our students to
really jump into the learning pit analogy and to look at
their learning as lifelong with all the ups and downs.



Seek feedback about their effect on the
progress and proficiency of all of their students;



Have deep understanding about how we learn;
and



Focus on seeing learning through the eyes of
the students, appreciating their fits and starts in
learning, and their often non-linear progressions
to the goals, supporting their deliberate
practice, providing feedback about their errors
and misdirections, and caring that the students
get to the goals and that the students share the
teacher’s passion for the material being learnt.

The Learning Pit analogy helps our students
understand that they can take control over their own
learning, even when it is hard and challenging. We
know that our students will continue finding resilient
thinking and not shut down from their challenges; to
enable the sense of success when they reach the
other side of the pit.
Another reason why using the Learning Pit analogy is
so important is that it gives our students control over
their own learning which is one of our school’s goals.
It’s about helping to teach our student’s how to move
forward and knowing where to go to next (Hattie).
Learning, when done with the learning pit analogy in
mind, helps to put our students in the driver’s seat of
learning.

The Learning Pit in Grade 5/6 E

Any book that helps a child to form a habit of
reading, to make reading one of his deep and
continuing needs, is good for him.
–Maya Angelou

The Learning Pit in Grade 2/3R

UPCOMING SPORTS DATES
COBAW District, Bendigo District and School
Dates. (as of Feb. 16th)
Term 1
March 9th- Division Swimming Carnival,
Bendigo
March 15th- Division Volleyball
March – COBAW District Division Volleyball
(TBA)
March 22nd- Region Swimming, Swan Hill
March 26th- WHOLE SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY,
St. Ambrose Primary School
Term 2
April 18th- State Swimming at MSAC
(Combined Primary & Secondary)
April 26th- COBAW District Cross Country,
Hanging Rock
April 27th- Basketball Trials (State Selection)
May 2nd- Football, Netball Trials (State
Selection)
May 4th- Soccer Trials (State Selection)
May 11th- Division Cross Country
May 14th- COBAW District Soccer
June 5th- Region Cross Country, St. Arnaud
June 6th & 8th- Division Soccer
June 15th- COBAW District Winter Sports

Dream Team
The Mixed Cricket had an amazing day out on the
field at Cobaw. They started off by winning their
first game against Romsey, it was a pretty tough
game but with a few good wickets and catches
St. Ambrose was in the lead - victory was in their
hands. They had a bye the next game, and came up
with a few tactics so they could try to win against
Woodend Primary School. When it was time for the
next game we all thought Woodend Primary were
going to win. Until the final scores were announced
when St. Ambrose had won the game and got into
the grand final. We then had a lunch break ready for
the big final. When we got on the field we all tried
our hardest right to the end when the huge
announcement came along where St. Ambrose had
won the competition. A huge thanks to the team
manager Kaleb who we really appreciated. Thanks
also to Mrs Macca for coaching the Dream Team!

Super Legendary Dream Team
The boys Cricket team had a great day against all
the schools at the competition. They started off with
a very tough game but all tried their hardest.
Unfortunately they lost by 30 runs against Kyneton
PS, mostly because of the wides.
The second game was against Woodend Primary
School, we had a strong start but St. Ambrose lost
by three runs on a wicket from the last ball. Then
we played Our Lady of the Rosary, everyone played
well and we won by 45 runs. The next game was
against Candlebark. We started bowling and had a
highlight of the day with Cooper D-T getting 5
wickets in one over. Then when we began to bat we
got around 70 runs, in the end we came third with
Kyneton PS, first and Romsey, second. We had
heaps of great feedback from other schools about
our sportsmanship.
Thankyou Tony H for coaching the boys, we
couldn't have done it without you.
Girls Volleyball
The Girls Volleyball Team had a great day with
fabulous results winning 6 out of 7 games and
finishing up second on the leader board. Mietta said
“Lancefield was certainly our hardest game” and
unfortunately lost to them but got good feedback by
the people running the competition about our
sportsmanship.
Mixed Volleyball
The mixed volleyball team had a few wins and
losses but tried their very hardest and kept on going.
Other schools complimented them on their
sportsmanship and effort and they had amazing
teamwork. Unfortunately they ended up 2nd last but
they all enjoyed their day and had a few highlights
with Declan Mc playing really well.
Softball
The Softballers had a great day and won a game,
lost 2 and drew 2. It was a little unfortunate but they
ended up 4th on the leader board and had a good
day with great sportsmanship once again
mentioned.
By Charlee D-T and Fletcher C

Library News
Scholastic Book Club Issue #2 has gone
home this week. Orders close on Thursday
15th March, thank you again for your
continued support – we have a lovely
assortment of new books almost ready to
hit the shelves purchased with our
Scholastic Reward Points.

The Children’s Book Council of Victoria has
announced the Notable Books for 2018. So
many wonderful books being celebrated
this year. You can see the full list here:
https://www.cbca.org.au/notables-2018
Those in the relevant categories for our
young readers will be available for
borrowing and classroom
reading/exploration in the lead up to Book
Week in August.
We will be introducing you to our Friends of
St Ambrose Library (FOSAL’s) next week.
Thank you to all the Grade 4, 5 & 6 children
who have put themselves forward for this
important work.

CAMPS, SPORTS AND
EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)
Do you, as a parent or legal guardian of a student,
hold a:





Veterans Affairs Gold Card
Centrelink Health Care Card
Pensioner Concession Card

If so, you are eligible for a $125 Camps Sports and
Excursions Fund (CSEF) payment. Please
complete the attached form and return it to the
school office by Monday 26 March 2018.
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF)
provides payments for eligible students to attend
activities like:
 school camps or trips
 swimming and school-organised sport
programs
 outdoor education programs
 excursions and incursions.
For more information please
visit www.education.vic.gov.au – an application
form is located at the back of this newsletter.

or unwell. Firstly so that they have the chance
to recoup and get well, and secondly, so that
their illness is not passed on to others. The recent
outbreak of whooping cough is a great
example of this.
The following is a guide to assist you in making
the call if to send them or keep them home. But
please, if they are pale and clearly unwell,
please do not send them to school. Home, bed
and rest are the best medicines for improving
their health.

Keep a Sick Child at Home if
You See the Following:
Fever. This is one symptom that automatically
rules out school, no questions. Your sick child
should be fever-free without medication for at
least 24 hours before you send him/her back to
school. As a school, we do not administer overthe-counter
fever-reduction
medication;
instead, we believe that it is definitely worth
keeping your child home, making sure they
drink plenty of fluids so they can recover from
whatever they are battling.
Diarrhoea. This could be a sign of a viral
infection, so it’s best to keep your child at
home. It’s also important to keep rehydrating
him/her with an oral rehydrating solution when
s/he has diarrhoea, and the best way to do
that is by keeping him/her at home.
Vomiting. Aside from the fact that your child
won’t be comfortable, s/he could vomit again.
Keep him/her home until s/he has gone 24
hours without throwing up – that way you won’t
feel guilty if you send him/her to school and we
call you up to come and collect your vomiting
child.

M E D I C A L N O T I CE R E G A R D I N G
S E N D I N G S IC K C H IL D R E N T O S CH O O L
In the past two weeks we have seen a rise in the
number of students arriving in sick bay prior to
morning recess and lunchtime.
We very much understand that a sick child for
yourself can represent a day off from work, or
having to reschedule important meetings or
appointments if a carer is not available. We
have staff who, like yourself have children and
have to make the same call from time to time,
when their own child is ill.
There are two particular reasons that children
are excluded from school while they are ill, sick

Cough. This depends on how severe the cough
is. Coughs can spread infection to other
students. A serious cough can also keep a child
from getting a good night’s rest, which means
s/he’ll be too tired for school in the morning. As
a general rule, if your child has a serious wet
cough, particularly if it’s accompanied by
breathing troubles, seek medical advice. But if
it’s just a mild cough and s/he has no other
symptoms, s/he can probably go to school.
Rashes. Skin rashes could be a sign of a
contagious infection, such as impetigo. You
should have a rash evaluated by a doctor
before sending your child to school.
Conjunctivitis. This infection can quickly and
easily spread from one child to another, as

many parents of primary-school age children
already know all too well. Keep your child
home until the doctor says s/he is no longer
contagious.
Stomach ache. This one can be tough to call. If
s/he doesn’t have diarrhoea and isn’t
constipated, tummy trouble could be caused
by any number of things from anxiety to food
poisoning. If the stomach pains are minor
enough to allow your child to continue walking
and behaving in his/her usual boisterous
fashion - and there are no other symptoms – this
might be one of those times worth risking
sending him/her to school. Later, you can talk
to him/her about any emotional issues that
may be on his/her mind.
Ear infection. As with coughs, you should
evaluate all his/her symptoms before making
the call. If s/he has mild ear pain, s/he’ll likely
be fine; but if s/he’s clearly uncomfortable,
s/he will have trouble concentrating in class
anyway and should be kept at home. And if
there are any other accompanying symptoms
such as a fever, it’s a definite sick day.
Runny nose. Let’s be realistic: If you kept your
child home every time s/he had the sniffles,
s/he’d miss a lot of school. Use your judgment.
If s/he has a runny nose but seems otherwise
fine, then it’s probably okay for him/her to go
to school (with a box of tissues in his/her bag).
Trust your instincts. If your child seems lethargic
and is just not themselves (if s/he’s not
interested in playing, that is often a big clue),
keep him/her home and monitor him/her for
any signs of illness.
If we follow these simple guidelines, our children
will be far healthier and happier.
Thank you for your understanding and
assistance.

How Do I Pray With My Child

Prep Family Evening – Wednesday 28th
March 6.00pm
If you’re not a person who regularly prays
then you may find praying with your
children even harder. Teaching a child to
pray is an important skill that he or she will
use throughout life. In times of happiness,
times of need and times of sorrow, prayer
connects us with our God.
The Family Prayer Night has been planned
as an opportunity for the school to support
parents in being able to teach their Prep
children to pray.
As mentioned in the opening line, if you
yourself find it challenging, then this is an
ideal way to help your own child/ren in a
relaxed and enjoyable environment.
The night will take no more than an hour
and be held in the school theatre.
We look forward to seeing you there.

Grade 5 Transition Day

Check out our website to see the latest photos
and events that have been occurring in the
last few weeks.

Conveyance
Allowance
Families in rural and regional Victoria can get
help with the cost of transporting their children
to their nearest school. This is known as
the conveyance allowance.
The conveyance allowance is available to
students travelling by:
 public transport
 private car
 private bus
 or to students whose nearest school is
not serviced by a free school bus.
The conveyance allowance is a contribution
towards transport costs and is not intended to
cover the full cost of transporting children to
and from school.
To be eligible students attending a school
must:
 attend their nearest school
 reside 4.8km or more by the shortest
practicable route from the school

15th January
22nd January
28th January
3rd February
9th February
23rd February
23rd February
24th February
24th February
25th February
27th February
4th March
4th March
5th March
8th March

Hayden L (P/1L)
Hugo C (P/1L)
Bailey P (P/1L)
Samantha W (P/1L)
Hayden J (1/2T)
Hayley Z (5/6F)
Victoria C (1/2T)
Sidney M (P/1E)
Joseph E (1/2T)
Bruno B (P/1L)
Nicholas M (1/2)
Rhys G (5/6E)
Nathan G (1/2T)
Chloe Mc (2/3R)
Jordan V (2/3R)

Please contact the office if you would like a
conveyance allowance form or
visit www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teache
rs/transport

Student Awards
P/1E
Tahlia J
For demonstrating her thinking through a detailed
written response to the parallel of The Lost Sheep.
P/1E
Angus T
For contributing to class discussions and making
great attempts in his writing!
P/1L
Bailey P
For having a go and not giving up!
1/2B
Chiara M
For an excellent and creative Narrative writing
piece.
1/2B
Micah W
For completing a very interesting Narrative piece.
1/2T
Charlee C
For listening very well and answering lots of
questions!

1/2T
Hayden J
For using common sense to solve problems and
showing resilience at school!
2/3R
Millie S
For always being focussed and ready to learn.
2/3R
Seb B
For showing great improvement in his focus during
class discussions and activities.
3/4P
Georgia J
For being a good contributor to class discussions.
3/4P
Luca L
For demonstrating good leadership in class.
4/5F
Nash S
For showing great creativity during his learning
tasks!
4/5F
Maie B
For always showing perseverance when learning!
5/6E
Jemima S
For the thoughtful feedback she provides during
shared writing.
5/6E
Faith Z
For always encouraging and being supportive of
her peers.
5/6E
Flynn A
For his thoughtful contributions to all class
discussions.
5/6E
Lucy C
For showing persistence when faced with
challenges in her learning.
5/6M
Cooper D-T
For his commitment to all class tasks. Always
110% effort.
5/6M
Charlie P
For his “Have-a-go” attitude towards new class
tasks.

St Ambrose Sports Star of the Week - Ziggy B
For perseverance and showing strong
determination with all activities even though
he has an injured hand.
St Ambrose Sports Star of the Week - Luca L
For demonstrating an excellent overarm throw
at 5m and 10m. Well done Luca!

Modigliani Self
Portraits by Gr 5/6’s

Community News

Self Portraits by Gr 1/2’s
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