
 
 

Dear Parents and Friends, 
 

This week we celebrate Catholic Education Week. In 

doing so, it provides us with the opportunity to reflect 

why you have chosen a Catholic school for your 

child given that, for families in Woodend, there are 

other schools to choose from. 
 

St Ambrose is a little different to many of the schools 

in the local area and the clue to this is very simply 

expressed in our vision statement of: 
 

Centred By Faith 
In Partnership with Community 

We Provide Excellence in Learning 
 

Our faith, expressed through our relationships with 

students, families and the wider community, along 

with high expectations for just what our students are 

capable of when supported in a meaningful way, 

highlights only a glimpse of the learning community 

we are.  
 

This connectedness to our faith has a huge impact 

on the passion and commitment of all our St 

Ambrose staff. Teaching and learning is not seen just 

as a job but more of a vocation. It colours the way 

we respond to the needs of our students and each 

other, with an open heart, a forgiving nature, an 

enthusiasm to achieve one’s best and a belief that 

God resides in each and every child. 
 

The experiences and events of this term already 

highlight the amazing energy and commitment of 

this school and parish community in supporting each 

other and the children of this beautiful school. 
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 As you read this newsletter, I’m on transit to Dublin. 

Over the next four weeks I undertake a course of 

studies at the Mount St Anne’s Retreat Centre that is 

located in the Midlands of Ireland. But before I get 

there St Patrick’s Day stands in my way, so to be sure 

to be sure I’ll have plenty of stories and photos to 

share of my journey.  

 
 

To each of you I wish an Irish blessing in which there 

will always be work for your hands to do; that your 

purse always hold a coin or two; that the sun always 

shine on your windowpane; and a rainbow is certain 

to follow each rain. May the hand of a friend always 

be near you; and may God fill your heart with 

gladness and cheer you. 
 

With my kindest regards. 
 

Mr Des Noack 

Principal 

 
 

 



 
THIS WEEK! 

 

 
 

Week 8 
Monday: 19.03 

 Feast of St Joseph 

 School Assembly 2:55pm 

Tuesday: 20.03 

 Whole School Photos 

Wednesday: 21.03 

 Class Mass – 9.30am (Gr 2/3T & 3/4P) 

 Music Works Tuition Lessons 

 Sacrament of Reconciliation 7.00pm 

Thursday: 22.03 

 Staff Meeting  - 3:45pm till 5:00pm  

 

Week 9 
Monday: 26.03 

 Holy Week 

Tuesday: 27.03 

 Holy Week 

Wednesday: 28.03 

 Holy Week 

 Preps in PJ’s Evening – 6.00pm 

Thursday: 29.03 

 Whole school Mass – 1.30pm 

 End of Term Dismissal – 2.30pm 

Friday: 30.03 

 Good Friday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Keep the donations coming in – thanks! 

 

Raffle tickets are due back by 

Monday 26th March in time for the 

draw on the last day of Term – 

Thursday 29th March. 

If anyone is available on the morning 

of Monday 26th March to help Sandy 

make up the Prize Hampers you 

would be warmly welcomed and 

greatly appreciated! 

 

 
 

 
Jars and Sauce Bottles with Metal Lids 

needed for St Ambrose Family Care – 

please drop them into the Office if 

you have any to spare. Thanks!  

 



 

This Weekend’s Gospel 

Gospel 
Jn 12:20-33 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

If a grain of wheat falls on the ground and dies, it 

yields a rich harvest. 

Among those who went up to worship at the 

festival were some Greeks. These approached 

Philip, who came from Bethsaidain Galilee, and put 

this request to him, ‘Sir, we should like to see Jesus.’ 

Philip went to tell Andrew, and Andrew and Philip 

together went to tell Jesus. Jesus replied to them: 

‘Now the hour has come 

for the Son of Man to be glorified. 

I tell you most solemnly, 

unless a wheat grain falls on the ground and dies, 

it remains only a single grain; 

but if it dies, 

it yields a rich harvest. 

Anyone who loves his life loses it; 

anyone who hates his life in this world 

will keep it for the eternal life. 

If a man serves me, he must follow me, 

wherever I am, my servant will be there too. 

If anyone serves me, my Father will honour him. 

Now my soul is troubled. 

What shall I say: 

Father, save me from this hour? 

But it was for this very reason that I have come to 

this hour. 

Father, glorify your name!’ 

A voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and 

I will glorify it again.’ 

People standing by, who heard this, said it was a 

clap of thunder; others said, ‘It was an angel 

speaking to him.’ Jesus answered, ‘It was not for my 

sake that this voice came, but for yours. 

‘Now sentence is being passed on this world; 

now the prince of this world is to be overthrown. 

And when I am lifted up from the earth, 

I shall draw all men to myself.’ 

By these words he indicated the kind of death he 

would die. 

 

 

 

Gospel Reflection 

Let Your Fear Die 

I remember the first time I volunteered at a 

homeless shelter. I was scared. 

Were these guys dangerous? Would I say 

something to tick them off? I only went because a 

good friend who had gone many times before 

went with me. And am I grateful that I went. 

I found out I had nothing to fear. And that first 

shelter trip started an incredible journey. That was 

more than twenty years ago. Since then I’ve 

worked in countless shelters in the various places 

where I have lived. I’ve met incredible people. 

Some have been homeless. Some have been 

volunteers. If I hadn’t conquered my fears that first 

night, I’d have missed so much. 

God has incredible experiences lined up for you. 

God has awesome people ready to enrich your life. 

You only need to follow Jesus’ advice this week to 

find it all. Abandon the world’s measure for 

happiness. Go where Jesus would go. Find the 

people who are forgotten or abused. Serve till it 

hurts – and then serve some more. Give up time 

you’d rather use for yourself. That’s what it means to 

be like the grain of wheat. 

Don’t let fear stop you. It didn’t stop Jesus. Reach 

out in prayer for courage. Do the right thing in spite 

of pressure. You’ll find a new life you never 

expected – and it will be awesome. 

 How does fear sometimes limit us from living the 

gospel? 

 

http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Bethsaida.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Galilee.mp3


Just Leadership Day! 

Last Wednesday the 7th of March the Social Justice 

Team travelled to St Patrick’s Primary School in 

Kilmore to take part in a Just Leadership Day run by 

Caritas Australia.  We were part of 110 students 

including students from Mother Theresa’s 

Craigieburn, St Dominic’s Broadmeadows and St 

Patrick’s Kilmore. 

Caritas Australia runs Just Leadership Days to 

engage students with social justice issues, and to 

encourage them to be just leaders. 

We started our day reflecting on the following 

quote: 

 
We were involved in a number of activities that not 

only highlighted the qualities of a ‘just leader’ but 

also built our awareness of those less fortunate in 

our global world. 

We were placed into groups and asked…’In 4 

words, what kind of world do you want?’ 

Overwhelmingly the main responses were: 

PEACEFUL, HAPPY, FAIR & CARING. 

Fact: 6 million children every year die before they 

turn 5! 

This is usually due to a combination of: lack of fresh 

drinking water, poor sanitation and 

malnutrition…things that we take for granted! 

We also read about a number of ‘just leaders’ of 

our world past and present such as; Nelson 

Mandela, Malala Yousafzai, Mary Mackillop, Oscar 

Romero, Melinda Gates…etc.  We then shared the 

qualities that these ‘just leaders’ demonstrated. 

They… empowered others, were courageous, of 

service to others, acted humbly and justly, were 

reliable and trustworthy, were a voice for others, 

had a vision for a better future and inspired others. 

The main take outs from our day were: 

 A little donation can go a long way. 

 Actions speak louder than words. 

 Be grateful for what you have! 

 You can make a difference to other 

people’s lives. 

 Every person should be treated equally not 

matter where in the world they are from. 

  

What’s YOUR dream for a just future? 
By: Social Justice Team 2018  

(Kesia, Sophia, Ava, Sam, Kaleb, Sarah, 

Amelie & Phoebe) 

 
National Day Against 

Bullying 2018 

 

 



 
 

Bullying – what can you do?  
 

If it happens in person:  

• ignore them  

• tell them to stop and then walk away 

• pretend you don’t care  

• go somewhere safe  

• get support from your friends.  

 

If it happens online:  

• avoid responding to the bullying  

• block and report anyone who is bullying 

online  

• protect yourself online – use privacy 

settings and keep records. If you see 

someone being bullied:  

• leave negative online conversations – 

don’t join in • support others being bullied.  

 

If it doesn’t stop:  

• talk to an adult (parent, teacher) who 

can help stop the bullying  

• keep asking for support until the bullying 

stops. 

 

Conveyance 
Allowance 

Families in rural and regional Victoria can get 

help with the cost of transporting their children 

to their nearest school. This is known as 

the conveyance allowance. 

 

The conveyance allowance is available to 

students travelling by: 

 public transport 

 private car 

 private bus 

 or to students whose nearest school is 

not serviced by a free school bus. 

 

The conveyance allowance is a contribution 

towards transport costs and is not intended to 

cover the full cost of transporting children to 

and from school. 

To be eligible students attending a school 

must: 

 attend their nearest school 

 reside 4.8km or more by the shortest 

practicable route from the school 

 

Please contact the office if you would like a 

conveyance allowance form or 

visit www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teache

rs/transport 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/transport
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/transport


DISTRICT SCHOOL SWIMMING 
 

Last Friday the 9th of March, a group of St 
Ambrose students, including me, went to the 
school swimming competition in Bendigo 
East. I swam 50m freestyle and came 2nd and 
I also swam 50m breaststroke and I came 1st.  
I got through to the next round which will be 
in Swan Hill. 
 
Alex G also got through to Swan Hill as he 
came 1st in both freestyle and backstroke. 
Willem H came 3rd in freestyle. Alex G, Sam 
C, Joel C and Noah H were in the boys’ 
freestyle relay and the medley relay and 
came 2nd!  
 

 
 

 
 
It was a great day, everyone swam great, did 
their best and had fun!!!  
By Bronte Mc  

 

 

 
From our Garden to our 
Canteen  
Scrumdiddlyumptious!! 

 
 

Corn Fritters $3.00 
 

 
 
Rhubarb & Vanilla Pots 
topped with ANZAC wafer 
$1.50 
 
Order over the counter! 
Enjoy!  



 
 
On behalf of all Staff, Families and Children 
here at St Ambrose we would like to add 
our most sincere Congratulations to that 
expressed by Sacred Heart College, to our 
past students Samantha Le Nepveu and 
Patrick Bradfield Smith for their 
extraordinary VCE results.  

 
We wish you well as you begin your studies 
at Melbourne University and in every future 
endeavour.  
 

 

 
I took this photo, which can be found in the hallway 
of my school. It is a picture of stars and a message 
saying SHINING BRIGHT. I chose this photo 
because it represents the star that guided the three 
wise men to Jesus’ birth. 
Gospel ref: Matthew 1: 18-23 
 

 
I took this photo, which can be found outside P/1 E. 
It is a picture of a Lent candle. I chose this photo 
because it represents the 40 days that Jesus 
starved for us. 
Gospel ref: Mark 1: 12-15 

 

 
I took this photo out the front of my own Classroom. 
It is a photo that represents the love I have for 
sports, just like the love Jesus had for everyone. 
Gospel ref: 1 Corinthians 13: 4-8 
 
Cooper D-T (5/6M)  

 
 



 
I took this picture, which can be found in the 
hallway of our school. It is a picture of the fish tank, 
which is where I go when I need to reflect about 
God's word. 
Bible reference: Genesis 1 : 1-31 (The story of 
creation) 

 

 
I took this photo because it is a picture of everyone 
in the school. They remind me daily of Jesus’ 
sacrifice for us, and the suffering he endured.  
Bible reference: Luke 28 : 44-46 (Jesus’ death 
on the cross) 

 
This is a photo I took in the library. These books 
represent the mindful peace that reading gives me. 
It gives me time to reflect and think about God and 
His messages to the people, as in the parables.  
“They may indeed look, but not perceive, 
and may indeed listen, but not understand; 
so that they may not turn again and be 
forgiven.” (Mark 4:10-12) 
 
Charlotte S (5/6M)  
 

 

 

We're not in Kansas anymore! 

We’ll be in Oz before we know it and now is the 
time we will start asking for helpers and shoppers.  
If you could look at home or on your travels for the 
following items, or offer your assistance, please let 
Eloise Meyer know so that our production team can 
be in touch.   

We are looking for… 

 ● Long skirts and shorts or pants in mostly 
solid colours (burgundy, navy, royal blue, teal, mint 
green, violet, mauve, red, burnt orange – no hot or 
modern colours) 

● Old Fashioned clothes such as vests, long 
skirts, dresses, jackets, hats, capes in the above 
colours and also emerald green. 

● Regular 250g sized margarine containers 

● A turban 

● Timber crates for sitting on/ makeshift table 

● A bubble machine 

● A tin bucket 

● A witch’s broom 

● A grey blanket 

● Someone to spray paint a bicycle 
 

Do you have a special skill? 

●  Can you sew? Beginners or advanced, 
everyone is welcome. 

● Are you handy with crafting? For instance, 
gluing and painting? Examples will be available. 

● Are you skilled with makeup or 
hairdressing?  We need a team of helpers prior to 
the shows, but a small group during the 
performance to quickly transform our main 
characters including our wicked witch. 



● Do you have carpentry skills?  We need 
some more boxes/ set pieces.  They are mostly 
simple boxes with examples available. 

● Are you Tech Savvy and handy with green 
screen animation? If so we could use your help in 
the classroom on Thursdays.  

If you can help with even a small job at school or 
from home, please let Eloise Meyer know 
emeyer@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Today, one of our Grade 5/6 classes had their 
first Skype video lesson with our sister school, 
Hikijidai Shogakko. We helped Japanese 
students' English pronunciations and 
encouraged them to speak English with more 
confidence. In Term 2, we are planning to have 
more Skype lessons to learn from Hikijidai 
Shogakko's students when our students speak 
Japanese to them.  Our goal is to have regular 
Skype video lesson to increase the confidence 
in both Hikijidai Shogakko's students and our 
students when speaking English/ 
Japanese.  Also, we anticipate that all students 
will gradually realise how important it is to 
respect each other despite their language and 
cultural differences (not language barrier as it’s 
commonly referred to, as a barrier is something 
that cannot be overcome!) We plan to 
overcome the language difference and 
understand each other. 
There was a Japanese journalist covering the 
Skype lesson at our sister school and it is 
going to be featured in a Japanese newspaper 
soon!! 
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