
 
 

Centred By Faith 
In Partnership with Community 

We Provide Excellence in Learning 

Dear Parents and Friends, 

There’s a definite change in the air, winter is 

on its way, the time of Lent is almost at an 

end and Easter calls us to come together as 

family and as a community of faith. 

School holidays and Easter are a time when 

we reconnect with family and friends, when 

we share a common story, enjoy the story of 

new life and rekindle within us family bonds 

and God’s gift of everlasting life. 

With the coming of Easter, let’s take time to 

provide our children with the liturgical 

experience of Easter, to develop their 

spiritual knowledge and understanding and 

ensure that Easter is not just about coloured 

foil and chocolate eggs. 

I wish all our families a fun-filled, happy and 

safe Easter break. 

 
 

  

 

 

Kindest regards. 

Mrs Debbie Geisler 
Acting Principal 

NEWSLETTER NO.9 

WEDNESDAY ,  28TH MARCH 2018 

 

 
 

Wednesday: 28.03 

 Holy Week 

 Preps in PJ’s Evening – 6.00pm 

Thursday: 29.03 

 Special Whole School Assembly 9:00am 

 Whole school Mass (The Washing of the Feet 

– Theme: Service) – 1.30pm 

 End of Term Dismissal – 2.30pm 

Friday: 30.03 

 Good Friday 

Looking Ahead… 

TERM 2 – Week 1 
Monday: 16.04 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

Wednesday: 18.04 

 Whole School Easter Mass – 9.30am 

Thursday: 19.04 

 Staff Meeting 3:45pm 

Week 2 
 

Monday: 16.04 

 Staff Briefing 8.15am 

Wednesday: 18.04 

 ANZAC DAY – School Closure 

Thursday: 19.04 

 Staff Meeting 3:45pm 

 

 
 
Thank you to all our families who donated to our 

annual Easter Raffle – and special thanks to Michelle 

C, Maree X, Lindy D and Michelle S for helping 

create the lovely hampers. Good luck in the draw 

tomorrow! 



 

"Holy Women at the Tomb" by William-Adolphe Bourgeureau 

This Weekend’s Gospel 

Gospel 

Mk 16:1-7 

He has risen from the dead and now he is 

going before you to Galilee. 

When the Sabbath was over, Mary the mother 

of James, and Salome, bought spices with 

which to go and anoint him. And very early in 

the morning on the first day of the week they 

went to the tomb, just as the sun was rising. 

They had been saying to one another, ‘Who 

will roll away the stone for us from the entrance 

to the tomb?’ But when they looked they 

could see that the stone – which was very big – 

had already been rolled back. On entering the 

tomb they saw a young man in a white robe 

seated on the right hand side, and they were 

struck with amazement. But he said to them, 

‘There is no need for alarm. You are looking for 

Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified: he has 

risen, he is not here. See, here is the place 

where they laid him. But you must go and tell 

his disciples and Peter, “He is going before you 

to Galilee; it is there you will see him, just as he 

told you.”’ 
 

 

Gospel Reflection – The Silence and 

Courage of the Resurrection Witnesses  

By: Fr Thomas Rosica, CSB 

Easter is the promise that death will visit each of us. 

But more important, it is the assurance that death is 

not the last word. The Resurrection of Jesus prompts 

us to recall, from the darkest moments of grief to 

life's smallest trials, how much God comforts us and 

gives us the strength to persevere. The Easter 

mysteries give us a new identity and a new name: 

we are saved, redeemed, renewed; we are 

Christian, and we have no more need for fear or 

despair. 

Through the powerful Scripture readings of the 

Triduum, and especially the Gospels of the Easter 

Vigil and Easter morning, we catch glimpses of just 

what resurrection means. How can we give 

expression to the conquest of death and the 

harrowing of hell? We must honestly admit to 

ourselves that there are no words. Therefore we turn 

to the experiences of the women at the tomb in 

Mark's Resurrection account and to Mary 

Magdalene, witness of the Risen Lord, to find images 

and words to describe what has happened. 

Mark's resurrection story contains an initial 

declaration and summary statement of all of Jesus' 

teaching in the Gospel: "Do not be alarmed!" [16:6]. 

The reader is told to abandon every fear. Second, 

the reader is told: "you are looking for Jesus of 

Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; 

he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him" 

[16:6]. 

The crucifixion of the Lord Jesus was not the final, 

definitive moment of his life. As Christians, our faith is 

not placed in a crucified, dead man, nor in an 

empty tomb, but in a risen, living Lord who lives 

among us with a whole new type of presence. "He 

is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see 

him, just as he told you" [16:7]. The message of the 

resurrection in Mark's Gospel is given to us. The 

event is simply too great to be presented with 

meagre words! 

Mark's resurrection account is constructed to 

unsettle us–to undo the ease that makes us forget 

that the call to discipleship is the call to the 

http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Salome.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Nazareth.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Galilee.mp3


cross.  Throughout the entire Gospel, we are invited 

to view our lives in the shadow of the cross. 

The women go to the tomb, drawn unconsciously 

by the powerful and enticing mystery of God about 

to be revealed to them. They flee from the tomb 

[16:8] shocked by the awesome message of Jesus' 

resurrection. Faced with this rather incredible news 

of the resurrection of the crucified Jesus, the silent 

and fearful flight of the women is not only 

understandable but also highly appropriate. 

Is it not also the same for you and for me? When 

faced with the awesome power of God at work in 

our lives, raising those dead parts back to life and 

restoring our dashed hopes and crushed spirits, a 

response of silence and fear, wonder and awe, is 

also understandable and at times appropriate –

even for us. 

 

2018 RCH Good Friday Appeal   
I would like to thank everyone for their 
wonderful donations towards my Royal 
Children’s Hospital Good Friday appeal 
collection. A special thank you to Anna and 
James H for the delicious sausages that 
everyone enjoyed at the Cross Country 
sausage sizzle.  
 
Thanks also to Coles Woodend for donating 
$50 voucher so we could for the purchase the 
bread, sauce and napkins.   
 

A big shout out to all the parents helpers with 
the sausage sizzle - Lou, Maree, Briony, 
Brook, Jen, Joanne, Gerard and a number of 
St. Ambrose staff who also assisted, Mrs 
Geisler, Mrs Macca, Karen, Justine and 
especially Mrs Boldiston for her help organising 
the chaos at the canteen.  
 

At this stage the sausage sizzle raised $404.70 
and we are well on the way to breaking last 
year’s amount for the fourth year in a row. The 
St. Ambrose school community has been also 
very generous with their loose change during 
my tin rattling out the front of the school. I will 
let you all know early next Term what the final 
$$ donation was.  
 

Also a very big thank you to my Aunty 
(Marianne) my Nana (Mary) my Mum (Tanya) 
and my dad (Scott) for their continued support. 
I hope everyone enjoyed their sausages!  
 

 
By Keeley W 5/6M  

St Ambrose Cross 
Country 

 
 
On Monday St. Ambrose School had the Cross 

Country.  

Everyone participated really well and we all had a 

great day.  

A huge thanks to Mrs Beaumont and Mrs 

O’Callaghan for organising the day.  

Thanks also to all the parent helpers and  

Teachers for supporting us out on the track.  

 

Congratulations Lourdes on the win!  

You all did really well. GO LOURDES!!! 

 

 
Good luck next year to all the teams. 

By Charlee, Fletcher, Ava & Gus 

 

 



 
 

 
The St Ambrose Social Justice Team (Mini Vinnies) 
would like you to think about what you purchase 
for your family and friends this Easter.  Please read 
the following information and support us in raising 
awareness about the plight of some children in our 
global community.  All children deserve their basic 
rights! 
In 2015, Pope Francis said that “every person ought 
to have the awareness that purchasing is always a 
moral – and not simply an economic – act.”  
Cocoa is a key ingredient of chocolate. Much of the 
chocolate sold in Australia is made using cocoa beans 
picked by children as young as 12, many of whom 
have been enslaved, or forced to work in dangerous 
conditions, without any possibility of attending 
school.  Most of these children have never tasted 
chocolate!  
 Are you buying Slavery-free Easter Chocolate? The 
International Labor Rights Forum (ILRF) estimates 

that there are 1.5 million children working in the 
cocoa sector in West Africa.  
Thinking of buying Easter eggs? Use your money 
justly – please.  
What ethical Easter eggs will you enjoy this Easter? 
There is now a wide range of slavery-free chocolate 
and Easter eggs available, including a budget-priced 
range of UTZ certified products in ALDI, in Coles and a 
wide selection at Haighs and OXFAM shops; 
Chocolatier also produce FairTrade Easter chocolate. 
ACTION: When you go to your local supermarket, 
look for chocolate that has one of these three 
symbols. If you can’t find any, ask the manager if 
they stock any. 
 
What to Look for 

Slavery-free chocolate carries one of these 

three labels - FAIRTRADE, Rainforest Alliance 

or UTZ certified.  

 

 

 
To find out more about the campaign and slavery-

free chocolate please go to 
https://acrath.org.au/take-action/slavery-free-easter-

chocolate/ 

What comes first….the child or the egg? 

 
Social Justice Team & Mini Vinnies 2018 

(Kesia, Sophia, Ava, Sam, Kaleb, Sarah, Amelie & 
Phoebe) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://acrath.org.au/take-action/slavery-free-easter-chocolate/
https://acrath.org.au/take-action/slavery-free-easter-chocolate/


 

St Ambrose Parish is hosting an Easter Egg Hunt in 

the Parish gardens on Easter Sunday morning April 

1st, straight after the 10am Mass. You and your 

children are invited to attend mass and we would 

love to see you! 

 

 

 

To all the wonderful staff, parents and parish 
members of the wider St. Ambrose community, 
 
We apologise for the delay of this thank you, but 
we certainly wanted to thank all of you wonderful 
people who donated food and time to cater and 
serve at our Mum's funeral on the 19th December 
last year. 
 
We were so touched by the amount of people who 
responded and generously donated, a lot of whom 
didn't even know Mum personally but just knew of 
the circumstances and connection of who she was 
to us.  
 
It was such a relief for us that Karen took on co-
ordinating this for us and through sending out a 
simple care monkey and email, it was well on the 
way to being catered for. Our family just didn't 
have the time, energy or ability to organise this 
side of things for a large funeral and it was a huge 
burden taken off our weary shoulders, for that we 
are forever grateful. 
 
The catering was amazing and the ladies I watched 
worked tirelessly on a hot and uncomfortable day, 
for this, we thank you from the bottom of our 
hearts. 
 
Mum was proud to be a part of this community, as 
are we. We hope to pay it forward to others in the 
future. 
 
With gratitude, 
 
Brian Lee 
Michelle Giddings 
Brendan Lee 
Briony Duff-Tytler 
Kristy Cavric 
Amanda Lee 
& our partners & families xo  
 

 
 



Gallipoli Oaks 
Project 

 
A living memorial of lives lost in war. 

 

The Gallipoli Campaign of World War One took 

place between the 25 April 1915 and 9 

January 1916 on the Gallipoli Peninsula, in 

modern south-west Turkey. 

Fighting in the Gallipoli Campaign were 

approximately 50,000 Australians, 9,000 New 

Zealanders, 80,000 French and 400,000 British. 

The campaign was the first major battle 

undertaken in the war by Australia and New 

Zealand troops.  It cost 26,111 Australian 

casualties, including 8,141 deaths.  In Turkey 

the battle is also perceived as a defining 

moment in the history of the Turkish 

people.  Small prickly oak trees (now known as 

the Gallipoli Oak) grow along the ridges and 

valleys of the peninsula. Acorns were collected 

by several soldiers during the campaign and 

sent or brought back to Australia where some 

were subsequently planted. 

In the fourth year of running the Gallipoli Oaks 

initiative, St Ambrose has been allocated a 

Gallipoli Oak seedling.  In 2018, only 200 trees 

will be delivered to schools across Victoria.  

Our Gallipoli Oak will be delivered in mid-April. 

 

 

 

Around St Ambrose 
Grade 4/5F have been creative during Writing, 

creating Bio Poems together with a visual to 

match.  It’s nice to see our students having 

such high expectations and lovely visions for 

the future. 

 

 

Nash hopes that everyone in the world will 

have a home while he is blasting towards 

new universes! 



 

 

While, Maie dreams of a world without 

wars whilst hitting a six for Victoria! 

 

 

Jack simply hopes for peace throughout 

our world while mixing up concoctions of 

reverence and respect for the people he 

loves! 

 

 



 

 

Fabulous Mary! By the sounds of things, our 

world will be in good hands  

 

Conveyance Allowance 
Families in rural and regional Victoria can get 

help with the cost of transporting their children 

to their nearest school. This is known as 

the conveyance allowance. 

 

The conveyance allowance is available to 

students travelling by: 

 public transport 

 private car 

 private bus 

 or to students whose nearest school is 

not serviced by a free school bus. 

The conveyance allowance is a contribution 

towards transport costs and is not intended to 

cover the full cost of transporting children to 

and from school. 

To be eligible students attending a school 

must: 

 attend their nearest school 

 reside 4.8km or more by the shortest 

practicable route from the school 

 

Please contact the office if you would like a 

conveyance allowance form or 

visit www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teache

rs/transport 

CAMPS, SPORTS AND 
EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF) 

Do you, as a parent or legal guardian of a 

student, hold a: 

·         Veterans Affairs Gold Card 

·         Centrelink Health Care Card 

·         Pensioner Concession Card 

If so, you are eligible for a $125 Camps Sports 

and Excursions Fund (CSEF) payment.  Please 

complete the attached form and return it to 

the school office by Monday 26 March 2018.  

If you were approved for this rebate in 2017 

and your circumstances have not altered, it is 

not necessary to submit the paperwork again. 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) 

provides payments for eligible students to 

attend activities like: 

 school camps or trips 

 swimming and school-organised sport 

programs 

 outdoor education programs 

 excursions and incursions. 

For more information please 

visit www.education.vic.gov.au 

 
 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/transport
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/transport
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/
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