
 
Centred By Faith 

In Partnership with Community 

We Provide Excellence in Learning 

 
Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 
 

The experience of Ireland, the studies undertaken 

and especially experiencing Celtic culture has 

greatly influenced my thinking both personally, 

spiritually and professionally over the last four weeks.   

John Feehan who wrote “The Singing Heart of The 

World” (2012), has a great statement that sums up 

quite well my experience of undertaking this 

sabbatical, “When you are confronted by evidence 

that the faith in which you were brought up no longer 

provides an adequate explanation for the nature, 

meaning and purpose of your life, you have three 

choices. You can refuse to accept the evidence and 

continue as before. You can abandon the faith you 

grew up with because it has proven to be 

inadequate, or, third, you can accept the new 

knowledge and use it to develop a more mature 

understanding of what lies at the core of your 

beliefs….Every advance in understanding invites us 

into a deeper faith.” (p. 148) 

Like the early Christian communities, and even our 

own community here at St Ambrose, the words of 

Jesus certainly confront and challenge our beliefs. 

This weekend’s Gospel tells of the story of “The Good 

Shepherd”. In this story, the Good Shepherd 

embodies the events of Easter. As followers of Jesus 

we will all have our fair share of Good Fridays, but 

Easter Sunday tells us that just as the Father remained 

faithful to Jesus, so Jesus remains faithful to us, as one 

with us. The faithfulness that Jesus calls us to have 

can be expressed through the Italian word 

“compari”. It is a word that is used to describe the 

relationship between friends. The word compari 

comes from the Latin word compati meaning to 

bear or suffer with. It's not pity, sympathy or 

commiseration. Those words imply that we stand 

outside an experience and feelingly look in on it. It is 

“compassion”, a ‘fellow-feeling’.  

In recent years the Catholic Church, has come 

under extraordinary scrutiny. And rightly so. All of us  
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who are living the Christian life are accountable for 

what we do, have done and have failed to do. 

None of us are an exception. It's a tough time to be 

the local shepherd. The flock is highly educated and 

we no longer follow anyone's lead with a herd 

mentality. We want to know our shepherd and hear 

their compassionate voice call for justice for victims 

everywhere, especially ones who have been injured 

in any way, particularly by the Church.  

This weekend’s Gospel reminds us what Christian 

leadership should look like. The metaphor is of a 

compassionate shepherd who sleeps in the field with 

his flock, a shepherd that knows them so well and 

loves them so dearly that he lays down his own life 

for them. 

May this weekend’s Eucharist remind us that we 

always have the leaders we deserve, ones whose 

compassion is so transparent that it inspires us to be 

the same. 
 

TH E  SCH O O L  RE V IE W  PRO C E S S  BE GI NS  –  

EN HA N CI N G CA TH O L I C  SC H O O L  ID E N T I T Y  

Next year, we enter a period of review in which we 

take time to reflect upon where we have come from 

and plan our next cycle of school improvement. 

Over the last three years, we have been collecting 

data in all areas of the curriculum to validate the 

school improvement goals set in 2015. 

To assist us in future planning we also need (and are 

required) to collect data regarding our 

understanding and views of faith and religious 

education here at St Ambrose.  

Located on the next page are instructions that will 

assist you in assisting us in gathering this information. 

We need as many respondents as possible to ensure 

that the data received reflects the views, beliefs and 

understanding of all within the school. 
  

AN Z A C DAY  MA R CH  –  25 T H  AP R I L  

Last year, our school received enormous praise for 

the support shown at the Woodend ANZAC Day 

March. Our school uniform highlighted just how 

many of our students and families were there. We 

were asked how we managed to get so many 

students to participate. The key is not so much what 

the school is doing but what you, as a families do, to 

instil in your child/ren the importance of this day, a 

day that we stop to reflect upon the courage and 

sacrifice of our service men and women.  

As a school community, we will be gathering at 

11.15am for an 11.30am start in front of the ‘Double 8 

Chinese Restaurant’ in the main street.  

We again ask you to consider attending this year’s 

ANZAC Day March and to again remind our 

younger generation of the values, deeds, 

courageousness and selflessness of those who 

served and continue to serve our great country.  
 

With kindest regards. 
 

Mr Des Noack 

Principal



 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 



 
 

Week 2 

Monday: 23.04  

 Junior Staff Professional Development: 

Phonics in Context 

Tuesday: 24.04 

  Safety Audit for VRQA 10.30am to 12.30pm 

Wednesday: 25.04 

 ANZAC DAY SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY 

Thursday: 26.04 

 COBAW District Cross Country – Hanging 

Rock 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm: Religious Education 

 Staff Professional Learning Team Focus: 

Literacy 

Friday: 27.04 

 Basketball Trials (State Selection) 

 Staff Professional Learning Team Focus: 

Literacy 

Saturday: 28.04 

 Feast of St Peter Chanel  

Sunday: 29.04 

 5th Sunday of Easter 

 

Week 3 

Monday: 30.04 

 School Assembly 2.55pm  

Tuesday: 01.05 

 Feast of St Joseph 

Wednesday: 02.05 

 Feast of St Athanasius 

 School Mass – 9.30am: Grade 1/2B 

 Football Trials (State Selection) 

Thursday: 03.05 

 Feast of Saints Philip & James 

 Professional Learning: Managing 

Employment Concerns  

 Staff Professional Learning Team Focus: 

Religious Education 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm: Warden Training 

 School Advisory Meeting 7.00pm 

Friday: 04.05 

 Staff Professional Learning Team Focus: 

Religious Education 

 Soccer Trials (State Selection) 

 ONWZ Principals Network 

Saturday: 05.05 

 Family Mass hosted by Grade 1/2B – 6.00pm    

Sunday: 06.05 

 6th Sunday of Easter 

 Celebrating Family Week 

 

 

 

Week 4 

Tuesday: 08.05 

 Education School Officers Meeting – 2.30pm 

Wednesday: 09.05 

 Mother’s Day Breakfast (7.30am) 

 Mother’s Day Stall – Time TBA 

 Family Week Whole School Mass 9.30am 

Thursday: 10.05 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm:  

 Learning Diversity Symposium  

Friday: 11.05 

 Division Cross Country 

 Learning Diversity Symposium  

Sunday: 13.05 

  Ascension of the Lord 

 

Week 5 

Monday: 14.05 

 Staff Professional Development: Phonics in 

Context 

 Feast of St Matthias 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

 COBAW District Soccer 

 E-Learning Network 

Tuesday: 15.05 

 NAPLAN – Language Conventions / Writing : 

Grade 3 & 5  

Wednesday: 16.05 

 NAPLAN – Reading: Grade 3 & 5  

Thursday: 17.05 

 NAPLAN – Numeracy: Grade 3 & 5  

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm:  

 Staff Professional Learning Team Focus: 

Learning & Teaching 

Friday: 18.05 

 Staff Professional Learning Team Focus: 

Learning & Teaching 

Sunday: 20.05 

 Pentecost Sunday 

 

Week 6 

Monday: 21.05 

 St Christopher Magallanes and companions 

 Northern Wellbeing Network  

Tuesday: 22.05 

 St Rita of Cascia 

 Grade 4 Sacred Heart Junior Chef 

Competition 

 Learning & Teaching Network 

Wednesday: 23.05 

 School Mass – 9.30am: Grade 3/4P 

Thursday: 24.05 

 Our Lady Help Of Christians 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

 Staff Professional Learning Team Focus: 

Literacy 

Friday: 25.05 

 St Bede the Venerable 

 Staff Professional Learning Team Focus: 

Literacy 

 Religious Education Network  

Saturday: 26.05 

 Feast of Saint Philip Neri  

 Eucharist Presentation Mass (Hosted by 

Grade 4/5F) 

 



Sunday: 27.05 

 Eucharist Presentation Mass (Hosted by 

Grade 3/4P) 

 Trinity Sunday 

 

Week 7 

Monday: 28.05 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

Tuesday: 29.05 

  Day Set Aside For Excursions 

Wednesday: 30.05 

 School Mass – 9.30am: Grade 2/3T 

 Grade 4 Sacred Heart Junior Chef 

Competition Finals 

Thursday: 31.05 

 Feast of the Visitation 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm:  

 School Advisory Meeting 7.00pm 

Friday: 01.06 

 Feast of Saint Justin 

Sunday: 03.06 

  The Body And Blood Of Christ 

 

Week 8 

Monday: 04.06 

 Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

Tuesday: 05.06 

 Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

 Regional Cross Country (St Arnaud) 

Wednesday: 06.06 

 Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

 School Mass – 9.30am: Grade P/1E 

 Division Soccer 

 Eucharist Workshop 7.00pm (Grade 4) 

Thursday: 07.06 

 Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm:  

Friday: 08.06 

 The Most Sacred Heart Of Jesus 

 Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

 2019 Prep Applications Close 

 Deputy Principals Network  

Saturday: 09.06 

 Woodend Winter Arts Festival 

Sunday: 10.06 

 10th Sunday In Ordinary Time 

 Woodend Winter Arts Festival 

 

Week 9 

Monday: 11.06 

 Feast of Saint Barnabas 

 Woodend Winter Arts Festival 

 Queen’s Birthday Weekend 

Tuesday: 12.06 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

Wednesday: 13.06 

  School Mass – 9.30am: Grade P/1L 

Thursday: 14.06 

 Eucharist Reflection Day ( Grade 4) T.B.C 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm:  

Friday: 15.06 

 Feast of the Sacred Heart Of Jesus 

 Eucharist Reflection Day ( Grade 4) T.B.C 

 COBAW District Winter Sport (Netball 

organised by St Ambrose) 

 ONWZ Principals Network  

Saturday: 16.06 

 Feast of the Immaculate Heart Of Mary 

 Sacrament of Eucharist Mass 6.00pm 

Sunday: 17.06 

  11th Sunday In Ordinary Time 

 Sacrament of Eucharist Mass 11.30am 

 

Week 10 

Monday: 18.06 

  School Production Dress Rehearsal 

Tuesday: 19.06 

 School Production 

Wednesday: 20.06 

  Northern Region Reference Group Meeting  

Thursday: 21.06 

 Feast of Saint Aloysius Gonzaga 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm:  

 School Production 

Friday: 22.06 

  Feast of Saints Peter & Paul 

Sunday: 24.06 

 Birth of John The Baptist 

 

Week 11 

Monday: 25.06 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

 Student Reports Sent Home 

Wednesday: 27.06 

 Whole School Mass – 1.30pm 

 End of Term Dismissal: 2.30pm 

 

 

Preps in Pyjamas 
Prayer Night

 



 
The evening started with our special guest 
presenter, Denise Arnel, read a picture book 
entitled ‘In God’s Name’ by: Sandy Eisenberg Sasso 
and Illustrated by: Phoebe Stone. The book 
beautifully describes all the different names God is 
known by and different ways that we can address 
God when we are speaking with him.  

 
Harry asks his mum about where his name came 
from. 

 

The evening was very interactive with the children 
sharing stories about how they got their own special 
name! 
Denise then opened up the conversation about 
prayer.  What does prayer look like?  Who do you 
pray to?  What do we pray for?  She then introduced 
a very “yummy” way to pray! 

 
Lewis is sharing a prayer with his dad, using an 
‘orange’ snake as inspiration. 

 
Bailey and his mum are composing prays too using 
the colours of their lolly snakes! 



After this delicious activity the preps then went into 
the library to create their very own set of prayer 
beads to take home. 

 
Ava and her mum are making Prayer bead – x3 
beads for people they love and x2 beads for 
something they want to prayer for. E.g.: Happiness 

 
Alani and her mum are proud of the Prayer Beads 
they made together.  

 
Ileana put her Prayer Bead in a special pouch to take 
home and place beside her bed. 

 
Charlotte and the other preps close their eyes in 
quiet prayer. 

 



 
Keeley and Eva (our Liturgy Leaders) attended on 
the evening in the spirit of the night wearing their 
PJs too!  Keeley and Eva had spent a lot of their play 
time during the weeks leading up to this evening 
making Teddy Bear Prayer cards for each and every 
Prep as a gift to take home and read with their 
family. 

 
Thank you to all our preps and their parents who 
attended the evening, making it a very positive start 
to their faith journey here at St Ambrose. 
 

Debbie Geisler (Religious Education Leader) 

 

Prayer is the exercise 

of drawing on the 

grace of God.  
 

Oswald Chambers 

 

This Weekend’s Gospel 
Gospel 

Jn 10:11-18 
The good shepherd lays down his life for his sheep. 
Jesus said: 
‘I am the good shepherd: 
the good shepherd is one who lays down his life for 
his sheep. 
The hired man, since he is not the shepherd 
and the sheep do not belong to him, 
abandons the sheep and runs away 
as soon as he sees a wolf coming, 
and then the wolf attacks and scatters the sheep; 
this is because he is only a hired man 
and has no concern for the sheep. 
I am the good shepherd; 
I know my own and my own know me, 
just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; 
and I lay down my life for my sheep. 
And there are other sheep I have that are not of 
this fold, and these I have to lead as well. 
They too will listen to my voice, and there will be 
only one flock and one shepherd. 
The Father loves me, because I lay down my life 
in order to take it up again. 
No one takes it from me; 
I lay it down of my own free will, 
and as it is in my power to lay it down, 
so it is in my power to take it up again; 
and this is the command I have been given by my 
Father.’ 



Gospel Reflection 

 
 
In the regions where Jesus was an itinerant 
preacher, three or four flocks could be kept in a 
communal sheepfold for safety. In the morning, 
the shepherds would come and, as each called out, 
the sheep attuned to the sound of his voice would 
follow to life-giving pasture. 
 
We are surrounded by hundreds of voices 
clamouring for our attention. We are bombarded 
by messages, social media incessantly chattering. 
Jesus invites us to get attuned to his voice, listening 
for the distinctive sound of it so that, even if it is 
faintly heard in a cacophony, we immediately turn 
toward it so that we can follow it in a life-giving 
direction. 
 
How do we get attuned to that voice? By reading 
the gospels. A Chinese student once told me that 
the Chinese character for gospel is ‘happy sounds’. 
I like the plural. Jesus’ gospel voice is not a 
monotone but a polyphony sounding in different 
ways in different situations. 
 
As disciples, we have to get onto the same 
wavelength as that voice so that we can echo it in 
our own lives. We become reverberations of 
Christ’s voice in many different situations, helping 
him to lead others to life-giving pastures. 
We could take a moment to pray for better 
listening so that we might recognise the gospel 
voice of Jesus Christ, especially at the moment of 
death. Then we may hear the one voice we need 
and long for: ‘Today you will be with me in 
paradise.’ 
 

© Fr Michael Tate 

 

WINTER UNIFORM 

Students at St. Ambrose are required to wear a 

formal compulsory identifying uniform, which 

distinguishes them as a member of the school. 

The uniform provides an opportunity for the 

students to display pride not only in themselves 

but in their membership of the school. During 

Term 2 & 3, winter uniform is to be worn. (Please 

note that there is a transition period of two 

weeks at the start of Term 2 and at the end of 

Term 3 that takes into consideration the 

changing of the seasons.) 

All students should be dressed in the following 

uniform taking into consideration the transition 

from the old to the new uniform. 

GIRLS’ WINTER UNIFORM 

School pinafore with inverted pleats front and 

back. 

Long sleeve blue shirt with logo   

Navy blue tights or socks (Knee high) 

Black leather school shoes   

Navy blue hair ties 

School pullover with logo / and or   

Navy Soft Shell Jacket with logo. 

School Beanie  

OR 

Long sleeve blue shirt with logo  

Navy long pants   

White school socks 

Black leather school shoes   

Blue hair ties 

School pullover with logo / and or   

Navy Soft Shell Jacket with logo. 

School Beanie  
 

BOYS’ WINTER UNIFORM  

Long / short sleeve blue shirt with logo  

Navy long pants or shorts   

Navy school socks (Strictly no anklet socks) 

Black leather school shoes   

School pullover with logo / and or   

Navy Soft Shell Jacket with logo. 

School Beanie  
 

SPORTS UNIFORM  

(Boys & Girls) The sports uniform is only to be 

worn on days that the students are 

participating in Physical Education classes or 

designated sports events such as cross 

country.  

Tracksuit pants with school logo / and or - 

Sports shorts with school logo 

Short / Long Sleeve Sport Polo with Logo 

Navy Soft Shell Jacket with logo. 

Sun Smart School Hat (T.1/T.4) 

School Beanie (T.2/T.3) – Optional 

White sports socks (Strictly no anklet socks) 

Sneakers 

 



SCHOOL BAGS    

St Ambrose school bag  

 

APPLICATION OF THE DRESS CODE 

 The Dress Code applies during school hours, 

while travelling to and from school, and 

when students are on school excursions. 

 Summer and winter uniforms, as well as 

sports uniforms are prescribed, and are 

required to be worn. 

 Stud earrings and sleepers worn in the ears, 

plus watches are the only acceptable 

jewellery.  

 Extreme hair colours (e.g. green, pink or 

purple rinses) and/or extreme hairstyles (e.g. 

spikes or mohawk) are not permitted. 

 Other than clear nail polish, cosmetics may 

not be worn at school. 

 The only headwear that is acceptable is Sun 

smart hats consistent with our Sun Smart 

policy or the school beanie.  

 Hair that is longer than shoulder length is to 

be worn tied back as a health and safety 

measure. Ribbons, clips, bands (non plastic 

only) and ‘scrunchies’ are to be of navy 

colour. 

  The School Advisory Committee requires the 

Principal to be responsible for 

implementation of the Dress Code in a 

manner consistent with the Student Code of 

Conduct. 

 Arrangements can be made to supply 

uniforms for families experiencing economic 

hardship through consultation with the 

Principal. 

 Parents seeking exemptions to the Dress 

Code due to religious beliefs, ethnic or 

cultural background, student disability, 

health condition or 

economic hardship must 

discuss this directly with the 

Principal. 

 

 

Project Compassion 

Classroom Coin Trail 

 
Congratulations to 5/6M who won both the 

Longest Coin Trail and the Highest Total raised for 

Project Compassion.  The whole school together 

raised a total of $736.45.  Thank you to all the 

students who put even the smallest coin in their 

classroom Project Compassion box…as every little 

bit helps someone in need! 

 
Social Justice Team & Mini Vinnies 2018 

(Kesia, Sophia, Ava, Sam, Kaleb, Sarah, Amelie & 
Phoebe) 

 



Around St Ambrose 

 
 

 

March 21st  Jordan B (4/5F) 
March 21st   Will P (4/5F) 
March 23rd  Max S (1/2B) 
March 23rd  Sophia B (5/6M) 
March 24th   Darcie C (4/5F) 
March 24th  Gus H (5/6M) 
March 29th   Buster C (1/2T) 
March 31st  Micah W (1/2B) 
April 7th  Hunter C (1/2B) 
April 7th   Aidan W (2/3R) 
April 7th  Matilda W (5/6E) 
April 8th  Anouk R (1/2T) 
April 11th  Mary C (P/1E) 
April 13th  Gracie C (1/2B) 
April 13th  Jack C (2/3R) 
April 13th   Benjamin N (3/4P) 
April 13th   Patrick C (4/5F) 

 

 

 

PARENT WORKSHOPS  

 

With only 8 weeks to go, it's time to start work on 

class costumes for our school production. There is 

a huge list of jobs to do including pinning, 

measuring, sewing, cutting, gluing, labelling and 

even some painting.  Skill level is no barrier 

however, if you do have a sewing machine it would 

be handy if you could bring that along too.  

We plan to run these sessions weekly and may need 

to add extra workshops as the weeks progress, so 

please check the newsletter for regular updates.  

These helping sessions are all the more fun when 

there’s many hands - make sure you round up some 

other St Ambrose parents to come along too.   

Please note that a Working with Children Check is 

required.  

Our first session will be on Tuesday 24th April 

(please check the newsletter weekly for changes) 

COSTUMES STILL 
NEEDED 

Please scour your wardrobes, op shops and 

clearance sales, we still need lots of costumes.  We 

have about 70 Munchkins and 40 Ozians (from the 

Emerald City) to find costumes for, and we can 

work with just about anything however as most will 

need adjusting, the costumes cannot be returned.  

We still need… 

Green pieces of clothing – anything from coats, 

jackets, vests, dresses, skirts, pants, long socks, 

hats, shirts, t-shirts (no prints), ties, scarves, 

jewellery, feathers, shorts – ANY SIZE! Only pre-

requisite is that it is predominantly green. 

 

 



 

 

Block coloured clothing– anything from coats, 

jackets, vests, dresses, skirts, pants, long tartan or 

striped socks, shirts, bow-ties, bonnets, long 

tailored shorts, capes, aprons– ANY SIZE! only 

pre-requisite is that it is predominantly one colour. 

 

 
 

Princess Dresses, Oktoberfest 

costumes, Pirate costumes – 

general historical costumes with 

vests, or skirts, shorts, jackets etc. 

ANY SIZE!   If you’re not sure 

please bring it in and we can take a 

look. 

Random items - an led sphere/ orb 

light, any vinyl material, yellow 

fabric, an old tin wheelbarrow / 

timber wagon / trolley, raffia, 

hessian, a raffia broom, a torch 

flame light. 

 

 

   

 

 

 
To everyone who supported our 
Easter Raffle – we raised $2246.90  
An Amazing Effort! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.edmundrice.org/ 
This week we received an email update from Russell 
Hayes from Wheelchairs for Kids. The news was 
wonderful – the good work of many, including us 
here at St Ambrose has resulted in the 40,000th 
Wheelchair making its way to a person in need.  
We encourage you all to visit the website above to 
have a look at the page that celebrates this 
incredible achievement.  

 



Community News 
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