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NEWSLETTER NO .13  

FRIDAY ,  11 TH  MAY 2018 

 
Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 
 

Mother’s Day  

What a great week we have had leading up to 

Mother’s Day & Family Week.  
 

Thank you to everyone who had some part to 

play in making our Mother’s Day Morning 

Breakfast & Stall so successful. As one mum 

described it, “Our eldest, was entrusted with $10 and 
she thoroughly enjoyed going to collect her Preppie 
brother, to make what they believe is a very important 
purchase. They are able to independently buy something 
for me in a safe, controlled environment and they truly 
loved that.“ 

One thing that was noticeably missing at the 

Mother’s Day Breakfast were Dads. (Fellas, we 

are going to have to do something about this 

as the Mums turn out in droves to assist on 

Father’s Day.) 

A huge vote of thanks must again go to Anita 

for having organised such a wonderful Mother’s 

Day Stall for students. Together with all the 

support and extra hands to assist, it made for a 

wonderful experience for our children.  
 

Carnival News 

Last night we had a great turn out of 

enthusiastic parents to begin the process and 

organisation for next year’s carnival. All 

positions on the Carnival Committee have 

basically been filled. Thank you to all the 

parents who had responded to the 

Caremonkey form nominating themselves for a 

role or task. Many of you were mentioned and 

nominated last night. Over the next two weeks, 

we will be contacting you to confirm your offer 

so that we can make our next Carnival a huge 

success. I cannot reiterate enough how 

important it is that every family play a part in 

helping out in some way with the Carnival. 

Many hands makes light work and the 

experience of Carnival day can be an 

amazingly fun, special and enjoyable 

experience for everyone.  

Please mark Saturday 16th March 2019 in your 

calendar, phone, diary or whatever helps you 

remember the day because this is Carnival Day 

for our community and the community of 

Woodend. 
 

Wishing you all, and especially our Mums, a 

wonderful weekend filled with love, laughter 

and hugs from those we love.  
 

With kindest regards, 

 

Des Noack 

Principal  



Perhaps it was….. 
 

I feel compelled to write to you regarding the 

wonderful Mother’s Day breakfast the school 

provided on Wednesday morning. Perhaps it 

was because both my children are now at the 

school, perhaps it was because I now feel 

familiar with these kinds of lovely events the 

school offers, and perhaps I’m relishing knowing 

lots of families within our school community. 

Whatever the reasons, I thoroughly enjoyed the 

Mother’s Day breakfast occasion: the delicious 

food, the genuinely friendly staff, other 

enthusiastic families, happy children. While I 

had to dash off to work at 8:15, I felt like I had 

been able to still be a part of this rewarding 

annual event. Thank you.  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Week 5 

Monday: 14.05 

 Staff Professional Development: Phonics in 

Context 

 Feast of St Matthias 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

 COBAW District Soccer 

 E-Learning Network 

Tuesday: 15.05 

 NAPLAN – Language Conventions / Writing : 

Grade 3 & 5  

Wednesday: 16.05 

 NAPLAN – Reading: Grade 3 & 5  

Thursday: 17.05 

 NAPLAN – Numeracy: Grade 3 & 5  

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm:  

 Staff Professional Learning Team Focus: 

Learning & Teaching 

Friday: 18.05 

 Staff Professional Learning Team Focus: 

Learning & Teaching 

Sunday: 20.05 

 Pentecost Sunday 

Week 6 

Monday: 21.05 

 St Christopher Magallanes and companions 

 Northern Wellbeing Network  

Tuesday: 22.05 

 St Rita of Cascia 

 Grade 4 Sacred Heart Junior Chef 

Competition 

 Learning & Teaching Network 

Wednesday: 23.05 

 School Mass – 9.30am: Grade 3/4P 

Thursday: 24.05 

 Our Lady Help Of Christians 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

 Staff Professional Learning Team Focus: 

Literacy 

 Gr 6 Canberra Camp Information Night 

(7pm) 

Friday: 25.05 

 St Bede the Venerable 

 Staff Professional Learning Team Focus: 

Literacy 

 Religious Education Network  

Saturday: 26.05 

 Feast of Saint Philip Neri  

 Eucharist Presentation Mass 

Sunday: 27.05 

 Eucharist Presentation Mass 

 Trinity Sunday 

Week 7 

Monday: 28.05 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

Tuesday: 29.05 

  Day Set Aside For Excursions 

 



Wednesday: 30.05 

 School Mass – 9.30am: Grade 2/3T 

 Grade 4 Sacred Heart Junior Chef 

Competition Finals 

Thursday: 31.05 

 Feast of the Visitation 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm:  

 School Advisory Meeting 7.00pm 

Friday: 01.06 

 Feast of Saint Justin 

Sunday: 03.06 

  The Body And Blood Of Christ 

Week 8 

Monday: 04.06 

 Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

Tuesday: 05.06 

 Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

 Regional Cross Country (St Arnaud) 

Wednesday: 06.06 

 Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

 School Mass – 9.30am: Grade P/1E 

 Division Soccer 

 Eucharist Workshop 7.00pm (Grade 4) 

Thursday: 07.06 

 Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm:  

Friday: 08.06 

 The Most Sacred Heart Of Jesus 

 Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

 2019 Prep Applications Close 

 Deputy Principals Network  

Saturday: 09.06 

 Woodend Winter Arts Festival 

Sunday: 10.06 

 10th Sunday In Ordinary Time 

 Woodend Winter Arts Festival 

Week 9 

Monday: 11.06 

 Feast of Saint Barnabas 

 Woodend Winter Arts Festival 

 Queen’s Birthday Weekend 

Tuesday: 12.06 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

Wednesday: 13.06 

  School Mass – 9.30am: Grade P/1L 

Thursday: 14.06 

 Eucharist Reflection Day ( Grade 4) T.B.C 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm:  

Friday: 15.06 

 Feast of the Sacred Heart Of Jesus 

 Eucharist Reflection Day ( Grade 4) T.B.C 

 COBAW District Winter Sport (Netball 

organised by St Ambrose) 

 ONWZ Principals Network  

Saturday: 16.06 

 Feast of the Immaculate Heart Of Mary 

 Sacrament of Eucharist Mass 6.00pm 

Sunday: 17.06 

  11th Sunday In Ordinary Time 

 Sacrament of Eucharist Mass 11.30am 

Week 10 

Monday: 18.06 

  School Production Dress Rehearsal 

Tuesday: 19.06 

 School Production 

 

Wednesday: 20.06 

  Northern Region Reference Group Meeting  

Thursday: 21.06 

 Feast of Saint Aloysius Gonzaga 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm:  

 School Production 

Friday: 22.06 

  Feast of Saints Peter & Paul 

Sunday: 24.06 

 Birth of John The Baptist 

Week 11 

Monday: 25.06 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

 Student Reports Sent Home 

Wednesday: 27.06 

 Whole School Mass – 1.30pm 

 End of Term Dismissal: 2.30pm 

 

 
 

The children of Prep/One E have been 
sharing their thinking in regards to Pope 
Francis’ encyclical letter, Laudato Si, 
imploring all of us to take care of each other 
and the environment.  
 

 
 

On Tuesday afternoon, children talked about 
Pope Francis’ quote: “Live wisely, think 
deeply and love generously” and what that 
looks like for them in their own context.  

 
 

SCHOOL FEE PAYMENTS 

 

Please ensure when making payments into the 
school bank account that your name is in the 
description.  
 
We have had a payment made on the 1st of 
May from a Bendigo Bank account. If this is 
your payment, please let Karen or Justine in 
the office know. 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Mini Vinnies school 

Sleepout for 

Youth Homeless 

 

 
This year as the cold weather creeps in our thoughts go 

towards those in our community that are in need.  

More than 40% of those experiencing homelessness in 

Australia are under 25 years of age!  This is an alarming 

number and the St Ambrose Social Justice Team / Mini 

Vinnies need your help to ‘make a difference’ and 

inspire change. 

We will be hosting a Sleepout at school to build 

awareness and try and make a true difference.  All the 

members of the Mini Vinnies will Sleepout at school on 

Thursday the 24th of May (Week 6).   

We will sleep on the floor of the library (with the 

heating turned off!) in our clothes in sleeping bags.  We 

will share a simple meal of soup and bread and watch 

videos and clips about ‘homelessness’. By sleeping 

outside our comfort zone for one night, we hope to gain 

some understanding of what it feels like to experience 

homelessness and poverty in Victoria. 

 



We are hoping that our fellow students and our whole 

school community can rally around us and show your 

support by either sponsoring the Mini Vinnies with a 

coin or cash donation; and/or donate a warm blanket, 

sleeping bag or warm winter clothing (like a coat, 

beanie or scarf). 

This year some of the Staff will also get actively involved 
and be part of a ‘Fashion Parade’ with a difference!  On 
Monday the 21st of May at 3.00pm we will hold a 
special assembly.  At this assembly Staff members will 
take it in turns walking the catwalk with a theme of 
‘Warmth from the Heart’.  Following the fashion parade 
all items of clothing (and/or blankets) will be donated to 
the St Vincent de Paul Society so that they can, in turn, 
help the families that are most in need in our Macedon 
Ranges. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



We had two “firsts” in the Library this week – our 

first FOSAL generated piece Art work (above) for 

the Library – what a creative contribution you have 

made to the Library Maeve M (4/5F), we are all 

very appreciative. 

Also our first student Authored Book – “In My 

Tree” is a beautifully written and illustrated tale by 

Nina C (1/2T). Nina tells me that her Poppy helped 

print it at Bart “n” Print Bendigo. Looking forward 

to this being in our Library circulation. Thank you 

Nina!  

Speaking of new books - thanks to the FOSAL Team 
we have some amazing new books in the Library 
this week. These books are purchased through the 
Scholastic Reward system – so every time you 
order through our School Scholastic Book Club, 
know that you are also helping to put new books 
on the Library shelves for all of our students to 
enjoy.  

Thank YOU! 

 

 

 

How can you help create a love for books at 
home? 

Here we are already three days into May – Is your 
family Reading More in May?  

Read for 10 mins every day in May and keep your 
Koala Reading Log (details on last page of 
Newsletter). At the end of May you can log onto 
Scholastic and enter a big scholastic Prize Draw!  

 

A Note about The Premier’s Reading 
Challenge 2018 

In 2018, St Ambrose will not be completing the 
Premiers’ Reading Challenge as a whole school 
activity.   Instead, we are focusing our efforts and 
supporting FOSAL in their Scholastic – Read More in 
May initiative.  There is more information 
at http://www.scholastic.com.au/nfrm  and in last 
week’s Newsletter. 

If you would like your child/children to still participate 
in the Premiers’ Reading Challenge you can 
register your child/children individually on the website. 

Kind Regards 

Jenny Boldiston 

http://www.scholastic.com.au/nfrm


 
 

REMEMBER THE GREAT WAR 

On Wednesday the 9th of May, St Ambrose Parish School, 
one of the 600 Primary Schools participating in the 
National Trust of Australia (Victoria)’s Gallipoli Oaks 
Project, planted its very own special oak tree within the 
school grounds. 

 
 

During the ceremony school captains Declan and Faith 
recited ‘In Flanders Fields’ after which the Gallipoli Oak 
was planted by returned serviceman and Parish Priest 
Father Martin. Father Martin enlisted in the Australian 
Army in 1988 serving as RC Chaplain to various units in 
Australia before being posted to Somalia. Father Martin 
served in Baidoa and Mogadishu on operation Solace 
from January to May 1993 as 1 RAR Group Chaplain. 
Father Martin left the Army and returned to Parish life at 
the end of 2004. 
 

After the planting, ‘The Ode of Remembrance’ was read 
by sport captain Fletcher with our other sport captain 
Charlee leading the minute silence which concluded the 
ceremony. 

LEST WE FORGET 

 
Written by Micheal Portelli 

Nowhere You Couldn't Go 
(Pat Ingoldsby) 

 

Do you remember 

When you sat alone 

In a hot lazy field 

And thought about a place 

Millions of miles away 

And you felt yourself 

Filling up with wonder 

And the mystery of the thought? 

 

The sky curved away 

Into a perfect dome 

And you thought about a place 

Far beyond it 

And something mysterious 

Stirred inside you. 

 

You could hear the sounds 

Of the village 

And you knew them all 

But there was something else 

So huge and immense  

That you got the strangest  

Feeling. 

It was scary 

And it was exciting. 

 

Do you remember? 

 

It was summer. 

It was childhood. 

It was wonder. 

It was you. 

 

 

 
 



 

 
This week, we are learning how to describe my 

family (boku/ watashi no kazoku) in 

Japanese.  Also, students are going to learn 

how to say Okaasan arigatoh!! (Thanks mum!!) 

 

 

Phonics in Context 
 

If you take the opportunity to visit the junior 
classrooms you we see lots of word lists with 
specific word blends underlined. This 
represents the professional development that 
has been undertaken by Junior school staff and 
their implementation of their learning for the 
benefit of our students. The following outlines 
some of those learnings and provides you with 
an insight as to how our teachers are 
supporting your child in their literacy 
development.   
 
Phonics instruction has become the most 
controversial of all areas of reading education over 
the last ten years. Once the only aspect of reading 
instruction, it has now become one of five 
important components of reading education (with 
phonemic awareness, reading comprehension, 
vocabulary instruction and fluency building making 
up the other four areas). As such, there are several 
best practices in phonics instruction recommended 
for educators and parents working with young 
readers. 
 
Timing and Grouping 
Phonics instruction provides the most benefit for 
young readers. The critical period for learning 
phonics extends from the time that the child begins 
to read (usually kindergarten) to approximately 
three years after. In studies, children receiving 
phonics instruction starting in kindergarten and 
continuing for two to three years after saw the 
greatest gains in learning and applying phonics to 
reading tasks. 
 
Phonic instruction for young readers can be offered 
in any grouping configuration. There was no notable 
difference in children receiving instruction one-on-
one, in small groups or as a whole class. The most 
influential components were the age of the students 
and the instructional format. 
 
Systematic Instruction 
By far, the best way to teach phonics is 
systematically. This means moving children through 
a planned sequence of skills rather than teaching 
particular aspects of phonics as they are 
encountered in texts. Systematic instruction can 
focus on synthetic phonics (decoding words by 
translating letters into sounds and then blending 
them), analytic phonics (identifying whole words 
then parsing out letter-sound connections), analogy 



phonics (using familiar parts of words to discover 
new words), phonics through spelling (using sound-
letter connections to write words) and/or phonics in 
context (combining sound-letter connections with 
context clues to decode new words). Regardless of 
the specific method used what is most important in 
systematic instruction is that there is a deliberate 
and sequential focus on building and using the 
relationship between sounds and letter symbols to 
help readers decode new words. 
 

 
 
Modelling Followed by Independent Practice 
Because the connection between letters and sounds 
is not readily apparent to new readers, modelling is 
an important aspect of phonics instruction. Both 
teachers and parents should model ways that a 
reader uses the sound-symbol relationship to 
decode unfamiliar words by reading and thinking 
aloud. The best texts for modelling are high interest 
or informational. These include (but are not limited 
to) nursery rhymes, songs, non-fiction books and 
poems with repetitive language. 
 
Once children have been exposed to adult 
modelling several times, they should be encouraged 
to practice applying phonics to their own reading. 
This independent practice helps young readers truly 
build the connection between symbols and sounds. 

Adults should guide children in strategically 
applying phonics to authentic reading and writing 
experiences to help them develop good decoding 
skills. 
Literature-Based Instruction 
For many years phonics was taught in isolation. 
Children were given worksheets or textbook that 
asked them to decode and write lists of words. 
Researchers discovered that young readers could 
not apply the decoding skills “learned” in isolation 
to real reading tasks such as reading a story or a 
book. Therefore, it is now recommended that 
phonics be taught through literature. While this may 
seem contrary to the systematic approach to 
instruction, it is not. Teachers and parents should 
select pieces of age and developmentally 
appropriate literature that highlight the phonics 
skills focused on at particular points in the sequence 
of instruction. For example, if children are learning 
to identify the sound-letter connection in /b/ an 
appropriate piece of literature to teach and 
reinforce this skill would be one that uses 
alliteration (repetition of beginning sounds) of the 
/b/ sound. 
 
Individualized Approach 
Because children come to school at a variety of 
different reading readiness levels, it is important 
that teachers assess where students are at and 
individualize their phonics instruction. One child 
may begin the year already knowing single letter 
sound-letter connections making her ready to work 
on blends. Another child may have very little 
phonemic awareness and exposure to print texts. 
Therefore teachers must tailor instruction to meet 
each child’s needs. This ensures that s/he will 
continue to develop appropriate phonics skills. 
 
Home-School Connections 
As with every academic area, parental involvement 
is one of the keys to success. This is especially true 
for reading development. The more a parent can 
read with a child at home, the better chance she has 
of developing a strong interest in and ability to read. 
Parents should reinforce phonics as they read at 
home with their children. Modelling phonics use to 
decode unfamiliar words and guiding children as 
they attempt to apply these strategies to their 
independent reading helps them develop as 
readers. If you would like further information, our 
teachers can help you to support your child’s 
literacy development by providing information on 
phonics and how to use the sound-letter connection 
to decode words. 



Master Chef @ SHC 
A special thanks to our two mums, Alison & Kate who 

oversaw the cooking demonstration. Successful 

applicants will be announced next Monday at 

assembly.  
 

The following is a letter by one of the contestants 

and with their permission we are taking the 

opportunity to share their creativity and humour. 

Enjoy the read! 
 

 
 

“I need you to know the real reason why I need to 

get into Junior Master Chef (JMC). The situation at 

home has become desperate.  
 

I’m not sure how much longer my brother, sister and 

I can go on because ever since Mum went back to 

work, Dad has been the one to cook for us. The 

problem is, Dad only knows how to make two meals. 

They are risotto and ravioli, both packed with 

pumpkin. 
 

That is why I beg you to pick me for JMC. I have to 

learn how to cook better dinners than Dad. This is not 

just for me but for my brother and sister too. JMC will 

teach me important kitchen skills like how to use a 

knife and to chop salad ingredients. We never have 

salad with Dad because Dad says only fat people 

eat salad. I would also learn to use the oven to bake 

healthy meals like cakes and sausage rolls. 
 

I know there are many kids who would like to join for 

fun but for my bro, sis and I, this is a matter of life or 

death. PLEASE! S.O.S.!!” 
 

Attached to the back of the newsletter is the recipe 

for the cook off on Tuesday 22 and Wednesday 23 

May. Below are  guidelines for cooking along with 

the criteria on which the cooking will be judged. 

Criteria 

Students will be asked to present a 3 stack of 

pancakes served with a warm mixed berry sauce. 

The recipe makes 16 pancakes so the students will 

each be able to participate in making some 

pancakes and then the group can choose the best 

3 for their stack. 

Judging criteria will include: 

• Presentation 

• Colour/size/lightness of pancakes 

• Integrity of fruit in the sauce 

• The sweetness, colour and flowing 

consistency of the sauce 

• Taste 

 

 
Thank you everyone for your 

generous support toward my Royal 

Children’s Hospital Good Friday 

Appeal. 

Once again I have beaten my 

previous year’s total with an amazing 

$2,056.35, totalling over $6,000 in four 

years I’ve been collecting. 
 

Thank you 
 

Keeley W 



Community News 

 
Proudly Presenting “Mary Poppins” the 
Musical! 
Starring two of our students, Faith Zoch- “Jane 
Banks” & Monet Lewis- “Childrens Ensemble.”  
Coming to Kyneton, Bluestone theatre!  
MAY 4th- 13th. 
Hurry less than 300 hundred tickets left!  
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=3
35769& 

 

Community News 

 
 
Storytelling Workshop for children (age 
7-14) with Suzanne Sandow 

 
Suzanne has been weaving the web of 
Storytelling for twenty-five years and this year 
will be offering a workshop at the Vocal Ranges 
Festival in Kyneton for children aged between 
7-14yrs.  
 
She tells traditional tales from the heart in an 
interactive, bold and lively way portraying many 
funny, quirky and entertaining 
characters. https://www.facebook.com/Fairy-
Moth-683915948313342/ 
 

Saturday 19th May 

11.30am-1pm 

$15 (age 7-14) 
Kyneton Mechanics Institute 

81 Mollison Street 
Bookings:www.trybooking.com/VBCA 

For more 
info:www.vocalrangesfestival.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=335769&
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=335769&
https://www.facebook.com/Fairy-Moth-683915948313342/
https://www.facebook.com/Fairy-Moth-683915948313342/
http://www.trybooking.com/VBCA
http://www.vocalrangesfestival.com/


  

 
  



  



 

  



 
 

Newham Mechanics Hall 

 2nd June 2018 

 Cocktail Menu 

byo drinks 

Tickets go on sale Thursday afternoon  

(at the front of school)  

A shuttle bus can be arranged for a small cost at 

the end of the night 

Please contact Anita Rietveld for details 
anita_rietveld@hotmail.com 

 


