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Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 
 

Family Week 2018 – What is it all about? 

For over 30 years, CatholicCare has invited 

schools in the Archdiocese of Melbourne to 

celebrate Family Week. CatholicCare’s theme 

for Family Week 2018 is Building 

Connections; Growing Together, and 

focuses on the concept of Family Wellbeing.   
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Made in the image of God, humans are social 

beings. It is within the family that we first learn 

to build loving connections with others, based 

on the deep knowledge that we are loved. 

Sometimes these ideal relationships are 

absent, or they break down. At these times the 

Christian community needs to rally around to 

support the individuals and the family to rebuild 

deeper, more nourishing relationships. It is 

here that the partnership between 

CatholicCare and Catholic schools and 

parishes can be most active.   

What is happening at St Ambrose? 

We started preparation for Family Week last 

week!  Our Liturgy Leaders helped plan and 

prepare for the whole school Family Week 

Mass which took place last Wednesday.   

Our Mother’s Day Breakfast was also held last 

Wednesday morning as a thank you to all our 

mums, grandmothers, aunties and carers who 

love and nurture our students’ every day. 

This week our teachers will be preparing a 

prayer session in their classroom that is 

focused on ‘family’ and a learning activity that 

encourages thinking and celebrating the 

wellbeing of families. 

Our Mini Vinnies have launched their Winter 

Appeal with St Vincent de Paul to support the 

homeless, in particular Youth Poverty.  It is a 

way of supporting families in desperate need!   

In the Library, we have a display of books 

about lots of different families too. 

By participating in Family Week, both 

schools and students will understand the 

importance of social justice for families, 

here and around the world! 

Kindest regards, 

Debbie Geisler 

Acting Principal  

 

 

 
 



 
Week 5 

Sunday: 20.05 

 Pentecost Sunday 

Week 6 

Monday: 21.05 

 St Christopher Magallanes and companions 

 Northern Wellbeing Network  

Tuesday: 22.05 

 St Rita of Cascia 

 Grade 4 Sacred Heart Junior Chef 

Competition 

 Learning & Teaching Network 

 Special Assembly 3:00pm 

Wednesday: 23.05 

 School Mass – 9.30am: Grade 3/4P 

Thursday: 24.05 

 Our Lady Help Of Christians 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

 Staff Professional Learning Team Focus: 

Literacy 

 Gr 6 Canberra Camp Information Night 

(7pm) 

Friday: 25.05 

 St Bede the Venerable 

 Staff Professional Learning Team Focus: 

Literacy 

 Religious Education Network  

Saturday: 26.05 

 Feast of Saint Philip Neri  

 Eucharist Presentation Mass 

Sunday: 27.05 

 Eucharist Presentation Mass 

 Trinity Sunday 

Week 7 

Monday: 28.05 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

Tuesday: 29.05 

  Day Set Aside For Excursions 

Wednesday: 30.05 

 School Mass – 9.30am: Grade 2/3T 

 Grade 4 Sacred Heart Junior Chef 

Competition Finals 

Thursday: 31.05 

 Feast of the Visitation 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm:  

 School Advisory Meeting 7.00pm 

Friday: 01.06 

 Feast of Saint Justin 

Sunday: 03.06 

  The Body And Blood Of Christ 

Week 8 

Monday: 04.06 

 Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

Tuesday: 05.06 

 Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

 Regional Cross Country (St Arnaud) 

 

 

Wednesday: 06.06 

 Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

 School Mass – 9.30am: Grade P/1E 

 Division Soccer 

 Eucharist Workshop 7.00pm (Grade 4) 

Thursday: 07.06 

 Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm:  

Friday: 08.06 

 The Most Sacred Heart Of Jesus 

 Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

 2019 Prep Applications Close 

 Deputy Principals Network  

Saturday: 09.06 

 Woodend Winter Arts Festival 

Sunday: 10.06 

 10th Sunday In Ordinary Time 

 Woodend Winter Arts Festival 

Week 9 

Monday: 11.06 

 Feast of Saint Barnabas 

 Woodend Winter Arts Festival 

 Queen’s Birthday Weekend 

Tuesday: 12.06 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

Wednesday: 13.06 

  School Mass – 9.30am: Grade P/1L 

Thursday: 14.06 

 Eucharist Reflection Day (Grade 4) T.B.C 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm:  

Friday: 15.06 

 Feast of the Sacred Heart Of Jesus 

 Eucharist Reflection Day (Grade 4) T.B.C 

 COBAW District Winter Sport (Netball 

organised by St Ambrose) 

 ONWZ Principals Network  

Saturday: 16.06 

 Feast of the Immaculate Heart Of Mary 

 Sacrament of Eucharist Mass 6.00pm 

Sunday: 17.06 

  11th Sunday In Ordinary Time 

 Sacrament of Eucharist Mass 11.30am 

Week 10 

Monday: 18.06 

  School Production Dress Rehearsal 

Tuesday: 19.06 

 School Production 

Wednesday: 20.06 

  Northern Region Reference Group Meeting  

Thursday: 21.06 

 Feast of Saint Aloysius Gonzaga 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm:  

 School Production 

Friday: 22.06 

  Feast of Saints Peter & Paul 

Sunday: 24.06 

 Birth of John The Baptist 

Week 11 

Monday: 25.06 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

 Student Reports Sent Home 

Wednesday: 27.06 

 Whole School Mass – 1.30pm 

 End of Term Dismissal: 2.30pm 

 

 



 

SCHOOL FEE PAYMENTS 

 

Please ensure when making payments into the 
school bank account that your name is in the 
description.  
 
We have a regular payment being made into 
our bank account from a Bendigo Bank 
account. If these payments are yours, please 
let Karen or Justine in the office know. 
 

 
This Week’s Gospel 

 
 
Jn 20:19-23 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
John 
As the Father sent me, so I send you: Receive 
the Holy Spirit. 
In the evening of the first day of the week, the 
doors were closed in the room where the 
disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus 
came and stood among them. He said to them, 
‘Peace be with you,’ and showed them his 
hands and his side. The disciples were filled 
with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said 
to them again, ‘Peace be with you. 
‘As the Father sent me, 
so am I sending you.’ 
After saying this he breathed on them and said: 
‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 
For those whose sins you forgive, 
they are forgiven; 
for those whose sins you retain, 
they are retained.’ 

 

Gospel Reflection 
Catch This Spirit 

  

When I think of the Holy Spirit, I think of 

Jack’s death. 

  

Jack was a young guy in our parish youth 

group when he died tragically. His death shook 

me up so much that I wasn’t sure I could 

minister to his family and friends. So I prayed 

for God to help me help them. 

  

After prayer, I remembered that a good friend 

of mine, a priest, was in town visiting. So I 

tracked him down. We went for a walk. We 

talked about Jack’s death. I cried some. We 

prayed. 

  

Later I drove to the Jack’s family home, 

knowing God needed me to be there for Jack’s 

family and friends. As I pulled into the 

driveway, a calm feeling spread through me. I 

went into the house confident that I could bring 

some of God’s peace with me to share. The 

Holy Spirit was with me. I connected with the 

Spirit by praying for strength to do God’s will 

and by following the inspiration to connect with 

my priest friend. 

  

The Holy Spirit is alive in our Church. It directs 

us when we seek guidance. It calms us when 

we face crisis. It strengthens us to be peace 

amid the world’s pain. In this week’s Gospel, 

Jesus gives that Spirit to his first followers. And 

Christian community is still where we find it. 

We find the spirit when we get together with 

other Christians to talk and pray about our joys 

and fears. The Spirit continually seeks to bring 

us together to guide us, strengthen us, and 

send us. You have encountered this Spirit. 

Take time this week to think about when and 

where.   
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To: Maree Thomas “Mrs Thomas”, 
Paul, Georgia, Monica and family, 

We share in your sadness as you 
mourn the loss of your beloved dad, 

May you find strength in the love and 
prayers we send you at this time. 

Extending our deep and heartfelt 
sympathy, 

The Staff and Community of  

St Ambrose 

 

 

Mini Vinnies  

school Sleepout for 

Youth Homeless 

 

This year as the cold weather creeps in our thoughts go 

towards those in our community that are in need.  

More than 40% of those experiencing homelessness in 

Australia are under 25 years of age!  This is an alarming 

number and the St Ambrose Social Justice Team / Mini 

Vinnies need your help to ‘make a difference’ and 

inspire change. 

We are hosting a Sleepout at school next Thursday the 

24th of May to build awareness and try and make a true 

difference.   

We will sleep on the floor of the library (with the 

heating turned off!) in our clothes in sleeping bags.  We 

will share a simple meal of soup and bread and watch 

videos and clips about ‘homelessness’. By sleeping 

outside our comfort zone for one night, we hope to gain 

some understanding of what it feels like to experience 

homelessness and poverty in Victoria.

 

We are hoping that our fellow students and our whole 

school community will rally around us and show your 

support by either sponsoring the Mini Vinnies with a 

coin or cash donation; and/or donate a warm blanket, 

sleeping bag or warm winter clothing (like a coat, 

beanie or scarf). 

This year some of the Staff will also get actively involved 
and be part of a ‘Fashion Parade’ with a difference!  On 
Tuesday the 22nd of May at 3.00pm we will hold a 
special assembly.   
 
At this assembly Staff members will take it in turns 
walking the catwalk with a theme of ‘Warmth from the 
Heart’.  Following the fashion parade all items of 
clothing (and/or blankets) will be donated to the St 
Vincent de Paul Society so that they can, in turn, help 
the families that are most in need in our Macedon 
Ranges. 
Donations and cash sponsorship of the students can be 
placed in an enveloped labelled ‘Mini Vinnies Sleepout 
2018’ and given to either Mrs Geisler or your classroom 
teacher between now and the end of this term. 
 

Thank You for Your 
Support 

 
 

(Mrs Geisler and Sarah, Kesia, Sam, Phoebe, Ava, 

Sophia, Kaleb & Amelie – Mini Vinnies Team 2018) 



Our FOSAL - Rusby C (4/5F) created this amazing piece 
of art work for the Library this week. Sensational!!  

Rusby has incorporated two of everyone’s most 
favourite books in her poster – Harry Potter and 
Narwhal.  

The Harry Potter series tells the life story of everyone’s 
favourite wizard, Harry and all his friends (and a 
number of his enemies). It is compelling reading about 
their magical and often dangerous adventures. The 
earliest books in this series are great books to share 
aloud as a family. The final books in the series are set 
aside for our Grade 5 and 6 readers in the Library. 

Narwhal is a happy go-lucky “Unicorn of the Sea” – this 
series is described as “wonderfully silly early graphic 
novels about Narwhal and his good friend Jelly as they 
discover the whole wide ocean together”.  We only 
have one of these books in the Library at the moment 
but we will definitely be seeking to complete the series. 
Narwhal is a book designed for our junior readers but 
everyone can enjoy the easy reading tale.  

Thanks for the colourful and vibrant art work Rusby! 

 

Reminder: Library is open for Quiet Reading 
each Tuesday at lunchtime and Thursday 
morning from 8:30am   

 
 
Do you like magical adventures with witches, 
unicorns and giant cats that talk? Well this may be 
the book for you! 
Nevermoor is a fiction book ideal for fans of Harry 
Potter and The Wizard of Oz. 
Morgan is a normal person who was cursed when 
she was born. The story follows her adventures as 
she tries to pass four difficult trials in order to stay in 
the safety of Nevermoor. 
This is a book with a little bit of mayhem, a little bit 
of magic and a whole lot of excitement. I thought 
this book was really fantastic because the story 
seemed to drag me into the adventures. The 
characters were a mixture of things. Morgan the 
central hero, was curious and brave and the people 
she meets, such as Jupiter North are very strange 
and mysterious. The world of Nevermoor is a special 
place with mist that changes colour, Unicorns, 
Pegasi, Magnificats and Vampires. I would 
recommend this book to readers who like fantasy 
stories and mayhem! It took a few pages to get into 
the story but once the action started, it was a really 
fun read. Review submitted by Rusby C  
 

 



Junior Chef @ SHC 
 
 

The successful applicants for Junior Chef @ SHC 
were announced at this week’s assembly.  
Congratulations to: 
Claudia, Aulani, Monet, Lowenna, Fynn, Noah, 
Jordan, Jesse (with Patrick as an Emergency) 
 

 
The team representing St Ambrose expressed that 
they are very excited to be involved in this 
competition and are looking forward to testing out 
their skills against other teams in this fun-filled, 
friendly rivalry.  When asked, “What are you most 
looking forward to?” A chorus of “COOKING!” was 
enthusiastically replied.  Monet has been getting 
tips from mum about getting just the right 
consistency with her sauce!  “You don’t want it too 
runny.” 
“You need to know when to flip the pancakes,” 
stated Lowenna.  “You need to watch for when 
there are bubbles,” added Jordan. 

 
 
 

 
 
This 

week’s 

phrase:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Congratulations  
Joel Z (3/4P) and Zoey T (2/3R)  
The Junior classes recently explored ANZAC Day 
and all the history and war stories of this particular 
period of time. All the students created poetry or 
art work to evidence their learning. Joel and Zoey’s 
Poetry and Art Work were recently celebrated at 
the Red Poppy Fundraising Dinner hosted at 
Braemar College. Both are now the very happy 
recipients of Vouchers from New Leaves Book 
Store for their efforts. Well done!  

 



Around the Classrooms 
So many wonderful and important topics 

being explored by curious minds. 

 

The Environment all the things we can 

do at home to all be contributing in good 

ways to our environment. Being green at 

home!  

 

 

Learning all about the value of Money!  

 

Learning about Pope Francis and how 

we can all live his message of living wisely, 

thinking deeply and loving generously.  



Cobaw Soccer 

 
On Monday the 14th the year 6’s went to 
Gisborne for Cobaw Soccer. We arrived at 
Dixon Fields at approximately 9.30am and 
broke up into a Girls Team and a Boys Team. 
 

BOY’S TEAM 

The Boys first match was against Candlebark 
which we lost 1-0.  
Our next game was against Newham which we 
lost 1-0, then we played Woodend Primary and 
lost 2-0. We then played Tylden and had a 
draw 0-0. We played OLOR where we won our 
first game 1-0 YAY!! After our first win we 
played Romsey which we won again 2-0. At 
the end of the competition we ended up 3rd 
place with 2 wins, 1 draw and 3 losses.  
 

They all had a great time and had lots of fun 
and all of them would like to thank Adrian S for 
coaching the boy’s team! 

 
 

 

GIRL’S TEAM 

The Girls first match was against Candlebark 
which we won 3-1. Our second game was 
against Newham which we lost 1-0, then we 
played Woodend Primary and won 1-0. Then 
we played Tylden and won 3-1, our next game 
was against OLOR (Our Lady of the Rosary) 
and we won 2-1. Then we played Romsey in 
the semi-final and lost 1-0. We were all sad 
until we looked at the scoreboard and we were 
on more points than them so we got into the 
grand final. In the grand final we versed 
Newham. None of the teams scored. We then 
had to do a shoot-off to decide the winning 
team.  

In the end St. Ambrose had won and got a 
Ribbon. 
Well done to everyone in the team and thanks 
to Phil C for coaching us.  
By Charlee, Fletcher 
(Sport Captains) 
Keeley (Team Manager) and  
Gus (A Player) 

 
The Great Lunchtime Sandcastle 

Collaborators! 

 



Calling All Parents!  

Production Dates 19th 
and 21st June.  

 
Production is only 1 month away and we have a 

mountain of sorting, labelling and creating to do.   

We will be in the art room all day on Wednesday 

23rd May finishing props and costumes. Pop in any 

time at all.  Jobs that must be done including 

making hats, creating corn hats, painting umbrellas 

and sorting out our munchkin costumes. WWCC 

required.  If you would be happy to take something 

home to do, please put your name on the list that 

will be outside the Art Room Door. 

We are still desperately looking for costume 

items.  Please label any items clearly so that it 

comes back to you or let us know if you don’t want 

it back.   

We need - Capes, aprons, a crown, two cow 

onesies, stripy or checked socks/ leggings, braces to 

hold up our munchkin’s pants, vests, green socks, 

green gloves, green tights and LOTS of artificial 

flowers .  

Any questions please contact Eloise Meyer 

emeyer@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au 

Check out Isaac using his facial expressions and body 
to create character. What a 'Wild Thing'! 

 

Student Awards 

P/1E   Cooper B 
For a great improvement with fluency and 

expression in his reading! 

P/1E   Milla F 
For her positive attitude towards her learning and 

using her class time productively!  

1/2B   Saila H 
For always working hard during writing time. 

1/2B   Matthew M 
For a beautiful letter to his Mother for Mother’s 

Day. 

1/2T   Mia T 

For making a big effort to be on time and being 

prepared! 

1/2T   George S 

For working well in Maths and practicing at home! 

2/3R   Jack G 
For being engaged in his learning and always trying 

his best. 

2/3R   Hattie B 
For her enthusiasm and great Maths learning about 

number lines. 

3/4P   Luke C  
For sharing his excellent general knowledge. 

3/4P   Rylee W 
For always putting an effort into work tasks. 

4/5F   Adelaide L 
For always being thoughtful and caring towards 

others! 

4/5B   Fynn R 
For always offering to help in the classroom! 

5/6E   Sarah R 
For seeking feedback on her persuasive writing 

piece.  

5/6E   Maaya K 
For persisting in her reading!  

5/6M   Sam B 
For working hard to complete all set tasks. 

5/6M   Eva R 
For being a fabulous class member, who always 

supports her peers. 

 
May 7th  William F (2/3R) 
May 7th  Liam M (5/6M) 
May 9th  Sarah F (3/4P) 
May 11th  Will B (P/1L) 
May 14th  Samuel C (4/5F) 
May 18th  Jack M (4/5F) 
May 20th  Willem H (5/6E) 
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Community News 
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Newham Mechanics Hall 

 2nd June 2018 

 Cocktail Menu 

byo drinks 

Tickets go on sale Thursday afternoon  

(at the front of school)  

A shuttle bus can be arranged for a small cost at 

the end of the night 

Please contact Anita Rietveld for details 
anita_rietveld@hotmail.com 

 


