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Dear Parents, Students and Friends of St Ambrose, 

This last Wednesday we celebrated one of our very 

special events of the year, Grandparents Day.  

It is an extra ordinary day when generations of a 

family gather to celebrate their unity, love and 

learning together. As Fr Graham mentioned at the 

start of Mass, it is the experience of the day that is 

the sermon, the lesson to be learnt. 

Our school community consists of 159 families, even 

more if you count the families of our staff. Each has 

an amazing story, often a hidden story, and a story 

that if told and shared, would assist us in discovering 

how rich our experiences, good and bad, are. 

Grandparents Day is an opportunity to share that 

story and to be part of our school family’s story.  

Thank you to each and every one of you that 

participated in this special day and for allowing us to 

share your smiles, laughter and wisdom. We look 

forward to welcoming you back next year!  

 

 

Week 3 

Monday: 30.07 

 Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am 

Tuesday: 31.07 

 Saint Ignatius Loyola 

Wednesday: 01.08 

 Feast of St Athanasius 

 Numeracy PLT 3.45pm (Whole Staff) 

Thursday: 02.08 

 Learning Team Focus: Learning & Teaching 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm: Religious Education 

 School Advisory Meeting 7.00pm 

Friday: 03.08 

 Professional Learning Team Focus: Learning 

& Teaching 

Saturday: 04.08 

 Family Mass hosted by Grade 4/5F – 6.00pm    

Sunday: 05.08 

 18th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 

 
 
Review of SES Score – Last week, we brought to our 

community’s attention that St Ambrose Primary 

School’s socio-economic status (SES) score had 

been identified by Catholic Education Melbourne as 

possibly having a higher SES score than it has been 

given. Because of this, and on our behalf, have 

lodged an appeal to have the SES score reviewed. 

Based on the supporting evidence provided, the 

Department of Education and Training has reviewed 

the application and is of the opinion that our school 

has demonstrated sufficient evidence to progress to 

the next stage of the review process.  As part of this 

process, a Privacy Notice has been published in this 

week’s newsletter outlining further the purpose of 

such a review. 

We bring to your attention that there is an opt-out 

clause for those who do not wish to participate, 

however, we require a minimum 95% participation 

rate if the review is to proceed. We cannot provide, 

at this time, a specific date when the survey will 

arrive, but by bringing it to your attention now, wish 

to highlight the utmost importance of your 

participation in this process. 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

Newsletter Survey. Last term we undertook a survey 

seeking your thoughts and opinion as to the 

hardcopy and electronic publication of the 

newsletter. We undertook this thinking that 

overwhelmingly, parents would prefer just the 

electronic version. What surprised us was that we 

got an almost 50/50 response. Because of this, we 

will continue to provide the newsletter in both 

forms. Thank you to everyone for your supportive 

comments of the newsletter and for participating in 

this survey.  

School Advisory Meeting Next Thursday at 7.00pm. 

At our next S.A.C. Meeting, we will be reviewing our 

current school’s enrolment policy. The enrolment 

policy has guided us many times over the last several 

years given the increasing demand for student 

placement within the school. 

Another area of discussion that will occur is that of 

the need for a master plan to assist us in accessing 

capital grant funding to that we are able to ensure 

our facilities provide the best learning environment 

possible moving into the future. 
 

 

Some Feedback – We really do appreciate getting 

positive feedback, especially when we try to do our 

best when things are sometimes out of our control. 

The following is a lovely email we received yesterday 

that highlights some of the wonderful qualities of our 

students and staff. Thank you for the feedback, it is 

heartfelt and uplifting:  
 

I did manage to get to the Mass though. It was so busy in the 
church and Mrs Ryan’s class (I think 2/3R) were slowly 
moved to the very back of the church into the main entrance 
section. We then proceeded to take their chairs away to 
provide more seats for the grandparents. I just wanted to say 
how amazing this class was. They were smiling even though 
they were being moved all over the place. And when the 
songs were on I could hear their beaming voices from behind 
and it was just so wonderful to see and to hear.  It must have 
been cold sitting back there and I just kept thinking what a 
credit they all were to both Mrs Ryan and the school, so 
please let her know. 
 

Parent Teacher Interviews – Thank you to everyone 

who has already taken the opportunity to meet with 

their child’s teacher. For those who had 

appointments on Tuesday night, you deserve a 

bravery medal given the weather conditions.  

If you have not as yet met with your child’s teacher 

due to not making an appointment or missing the 

appointment, could you please contact us as soon 

as possible. These appointments are a very 

important part of the learning and feedback 

process that supports your child’s continued learning 

development. 
 

Student Art Show Display – If you haven’t had the 

chance to visit the school to see the art displays, we 

strongly encourage you to do so. The artwork is 

simply amazing and worth the experience. 

 

Wishing you a wonderful weekend. 
 

Des Noack 

Principal 



Term 3, 2018 
 

Week 4 

Monday: 06.08 

 Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

Tuesday: 07.08 

 NED Kindness Show 2.30 – 3.15pm 

 Regional Footy & Hockey – Swan Hill 

 COBAW District Basketball 

 ONWZ Principal Conference 

Wednesday: 08.08 

 St Mary of the Cross 

 ONWZ Principal Conference 

Thursday: 09.08 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm:  

 ONWZ Principal Conference 

Friday: 10.08 

 Religious Education Network Meeting 

 ONWZ Principal Conference 

Sunday: 12.08 

  19th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Week 5 

Monday: 13.08 

 Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am 

Tuesday: 14.08 

 Learning & Teaching Network 

Wednesday: 15.08 

 The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Thursday: 16.08 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm: 

 Professional Learning Team Focus: Religious 

Ed 

Friday: 17.08 

 Professional Learning Team Focus: Religious 

Ed 

Sunday: 19.08 

 20th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Week 6 

Monday: 20.08 

 Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

Tuesday: 21.08 

 St Pius X 

Wednesday: 22.08 

  School Mass – 9.30am: P/1L 

Thursday: 23.08 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm:  

 Professional Learning Team Focus: Literacy 

Friday: 24.08 

 St Bartholomew  

 Professional Learning Team Focus: Literacy 

 ONWZ Deputy Principals Network 

Sunday: 26.08 

 21st Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Week 7 

Monday: 27.08 

 St Monica 

 Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am 

 Book Fair Wish List Visits – Book Parade 

9:15am 

Tuesday: 28.08 

 Saint Augustine 

 Book Fair  

Wednesday: 29.08 

 School Mass – 9.30am: Grade 2/3T 

 Book Fair 

Thursday: 30.08 

 Book Fair 

 Professional Learning Team Focus: Learning 

& Teaching 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm:  

 School Advisory Meeting 7.00pm 

Friday: 31.08 

 Father’s Day Breakfast & Stall 

 Footy Colours Day 

 Professional Learning Team Focus: Learning 

& Teaching 

Sunday: 02.09 

 22nd Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 Father’s Day 

Week 8 

Monday: 03.09 

 Saint Gregory The Great 

 Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

Tuesday: 04.09 

 Day Set Aside For Excursions  

Wednesday: 05.09 

 School Mass – 9.30am: Gr 5/6E 

 Wellbeing Network Meeting 

 Northern Region Principals Reference 

Meeting 

 Numeracy Professional Learning Team 

 Confirmation Workshop with Bishop Terry 

7.00pm 

Thursday: 06.09 

 Professional Learning Team Focus: TBA 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm: Religious Education 

 ONWZ Principal Network (Evening) 

Friday: 07.09 

 Professional Learning Team Focus:  

 ONWZ Principal Network (Day) 

Sunday: 09.09 

 23rd Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Week 9 

Monday: 10.09 

 Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am 

Wednesday: 12.09 

  School Mass – 9.30am: Grade 5/6M 

Thursday: 13.09 

 Professional Learning Team Focus: Forward 

Planning 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm:  

Friday: 14.09 

 Professional Learning Team Focus: Forward 

Planning 

Sunday: 16.09 

 24th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Week 10 

Monday: 17.09 

 Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

Thursday: 20.09 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm:   

Friday: 21.09 

 Student Dismissal 2.30pm 

Sunday: 23.09 

  25th Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 



This Week’s Gospel 

 

Gospel - John 6:1-15 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 
Jesus went off to the other side of the Sea 
of Galilee – or of Tiberias – and a large crowd 
followed him, impressed by the signs he gave by 
curing the sick. Jesus climbed the hillside, and sat 
down there with his disciples. It was shortly before 
the Jewish feast of Passover. 
Looking up, Jesus saw the crowds approaching and 
said to Philip, ‘Where can we buy some bread for 
these people to eat?’ He only said this to test 
Philip; he himself knew exactly what he was going 
to do. Philip answered, ‘Two hundred denarii 
would only buy enough to give them a small piece 
each.’ One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother, said, ‘There is a small boy here with five 
barley loaves and two fish; but what is that 
between so many?’ Jesus said to them, ‘Make the 
people sit down.’ There was plenty of grass there, 
and as many as five thousand men sat down. Then 
Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks and gave them 
out to all who were sitting ready; he then did the 
same with the fish, giving out as much as was 
wanted. When they had eaten enough he said to 
the disciples, ‘Pick up the pieces left over, so that 
nothing gets wasted.’ So they picked them up, and 
filled twelve hampers with scraps left over from 
the meal of five barley loaves. The people, seeing 
this sign that he had given, said, ‘This really is the 
prophet who is to come into the world.’ Jesus, who 
could see they were about to come and take him 
by force and make him king, escaped back to the 
hills by himself. 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, 
published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton 
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by 
permission of the publishers.  
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and 
Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the 
Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the 
Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International 
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Gospel Reflection – 
 

You’ve Got the Bread! 
Matt was pretty nervous, but I knew he had it in 
him.  He was a high school student going with me 
to another school to give a talk about a program to 
help disadvantaged families through Vinnies. Our 
school had joined the program. Matt had a passion 
for helping disadvantaged people that I knew 
would inspire the other school’s teachers and 
parents to join the program too. 
  
He reminded me of the young guy in this week’s 
Gospel. Jesus and his disciples are with a huge 
crowd. Jesus wants to feed them, but his disciples 
are a bit clueless about how to do it. Then a boy 
comes forward, possibly inspired by the Lord’s 
teaching, and offers his own food. 
 

You know the rest. 
Jesus takes the 
boy’s offering, 
multiplies the 
loaves, and 
everyone eats. 
Too often older 
people treat young 
people as if they’re 
too young to have 
good ideas. And, 
unfortunately, too 
often young 
people don’t trust 
their own ideas or 
lack the self-

confidence to voice them. As a result, I think we 
lose good youthful ideas for living the Gospel and 
changing the world. 
 
Our church needs your “bread,” your wisdom. Our 
church ministries are poorer without young 
people’s ideas and enthusiasm. Our world comes 
closer to God’s Kingdom each time a young person 
speaks up and says, “I think we should …” So, speak 
up. Don’t back down if people treat you like you 
are too young. Sure, listen to everyone, avoid 
stubbornness, and let other people help shape 
your ideas. But the Spirit is aching to speak through 
you.  Remember Matt? Jesus is still using young 
people’s gifts to feed the world. 
 
When have you backed down from sharing your 
opinion because you thought you were too 
young? 

http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Galilee.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Tiberias.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Passover.mp3


 

What are Grandparents made of? 

Eating together, memories that last forever 

Chocolates and lollies, toys and dollies 

Fun and tickles, homemade pickles 

That's what grandparents are made of… 

Stories at night, tuck me in tight 

Beautiful cooking, you never need a booking 

Welcoming smiles, drives for miles 

That's what grandparents are made of… 

Kisses and hugs, garden bugs 

Ice Cream cones, handmade thrones 

Garden games, picture frames 

That’s what grandparents are made of.   

By Eva 5/6Macca  

 

What are Grandparents made 
of? 

Lots of fun and games, in those beautiful 
photo frames 

Movie time, popcorn and lime  

Traveling to America, lots of hysteria 

That's what Grandparents are made of... 

Outside in the sun, having lots of fun  

Lots of care, with stories to share  

That's what Grandparents are made! 

Love Gus 

 
 

What are grandparents 

made of ? 

Stories precious as gold, two hands to hold 

Endless kisses, a tonne of wishes 

Toys galore, eyes that adore  

That's what grandparents are made of! 

 

Tales of their past, will always last 

Lots of puzzles, never enough cuddles 

Helping to walk, also to talk 

That’s what grandparents are made of! 

 

Love Cooper 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 



Book Week 2018 

 
The Friends of St Ambrose Library Team are very 
excited about this Term and especially Book Week.  
Each year there are some sensational books that are 
celebrated by the Children’s Book Council of 
Australia – we do the same here at St Ambrose. 
Most of the Notable Books are in our Library and 
have been in regular circulation and the children are 
keen to borrow, read and enjoy them.  
 
In the lead up to Book Week, each class will be 
allocated a Notable Book, chosen by the FOSAL’s 
and each class will do some preparation activities to 
celebrate that book during Book Week.  
 
Both the Prep classes, 1/2B & 1/2T will be attending 
a special Book Week Performance at the Woodend 
Library on Friday 24th August at 10:00am. For this to 
occur, Specialist Classes for this week will be 
swapped. Please see CareMonkey for more details.  
 
Children are invited on Monday 27th August to 
come dressed as something or someone reflected in 
a book they are familiar with, they might like to 
consider something that comes from the book their 
class has been celebrating.  
Our annual Book Parade will happen at 9:15am – 
you are all warmly invited to attend. 
 

That same week we will be hosting our Annual 
Scholastic Book Fair. Children will visit with their 
classes to have a look at the Books on Monday 27th 
August.  
 
Each class will be allocated a time to come and make 
purchases during class time. If you wish, you may 
send some spending money along with your child or 
alternatively you might like to support your child to 
make a purchase before or after school.  
 
Book Fair Sales Time: 
Tuesday 28th – Thursday 30th 
Before school 8:30am – After School until 4:00pm 
 
The Book Fair is a major fundraiser for the Library – 
for every dollar spent we are allocated Scholastic 
Reward Points, it is with these Reward Points that 
we are able to have such a wonderfully robust 
selection of books in our Library for the children to 
enjoy.  
 
This is an especially busy time in the Library, if you 
are in a position to help with Book Sales before or 
after school I would love to hear from you. Please 
email me or pop into the Library Tues; Wed; Thurs. 
arowland@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au 
 
Thanks for your continued support.  
Annie Rowland 

 
 

Another beautiful Mem Fox book is one of the 
Notable Books being celebrated by the Children’s 
Book Council of Australia in 2018.  
 

If you are interested in looking at the full list of 
Notables you can find them online here:  

https://www.cbca.org.au/notables-2018 

mailto:arowland@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au
https://www.cbca.org.au/notables-2018


Student Awards 

 

P/1E   Alexandra M 
For always being keen to share her thoughts in her 

learning and taking on new challenges! 

P/1E   Charlotte N 
For representing numbers using MAB! Well done! 

P/1L   Ethan W 
For making good choices in learning time and for 

using breathing strategies to move himself from the 

“yellow” zone to the “green” zone. 

P/1L - Sport Award Elijah E  
For showing great persistence in P.E. 

1/2B   Noah N 
For making good classroom choices!! Well done 

Noah! 

1/2B   Nicholas M 
For improving his handwriting skills! Well done!! 

1/2T   Mason F 
For working well in Maths, making arrays and 

using repeated addition. 

1/2T   Nathan G 
For doing fabulous work in Multiplication with 

carrying! 

2/3R   Lachlan B 
For being a helpful class member. 

2/3R   Liviah C 
For her great effort with her holiday recount. 

3/4P   Lachlan P 
For settling in well to our classroom routine. 

4/5F   William M 
For always trying so hard in class. Well done!  

4/5F   Maie B 
For a fantastic recount of her recent holiday trip! 

5/6E   Lucy P 
For independently writing a wonderful recount 

plan! 

5/6E   Patrick S 
For his thoughtful contributions to group 

discussions.  

5/6M   Charlotte S 
For always being prepared to share her knowledge 

during class discussions.  

5/6M   Kaleb Z 
For always being prepared to help with any 

technical difficulties. Thanks heaps Kaleb! 

 

 

 
July 17th   Harrison T (4/5F) 
July 25th  Zoey T (4/5F) 
July 26th  Kevin M (P/1L) 
July 27th  Lachlan B (2/3R) 

 

 
 

A Special Thanks To Our Students Who 

Assisted Our Mums With Afternoon Tea. 

You Did An Amazing Job!!! 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
Congratulations Anna M (5/6M) you have 

achieved a Gold Certificate!! 

 

In our Japanese room, there is a 
word wall which celebrates 
Japanese words students learnt in 
Term one and two.  All students 
should be proud of themselves when 
they see the number of words they 
learnt!  This word wall will keep 
growing as students learn new words 
each week during Term 3 and 4. 
 

 
This term, we are learning animal 
names, how to count animals and 
how to say 'My pet', using gestures. 
 

 

 


