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Thank You Annie! 
 

Socio Economic Status 
Survey Update 

 

So Far We’ve Received 45%  

Of The 95%+ Required 
Yesterday, we were informed by the Department of 

Education and Training that 33% of our families have 

completed the SES Survey.  
 

As mentioned in previous newsletters, this survey has 

serious financial implications for the school and it is 

imperative that we receive at least a 95%+ response 

rate from our families for it to be of any benefit to us 

as a school community.  
 

Please note that procedures have been put in place 

to ensure confidentiality and anonymity of data 

collected from parents/care-givers. These 

procedures will ensure that the Department will not 

be able to match any survey to a particular family, 

and the school will not see any responses from 

families.  
 

If you have misplaced your original letter containing 

your personal access code, could you please 

contact the office as soon as possible so that we are 

able to provide you with another copy of it. We 

cannot express how important it is that we achieve 

the 95% target. 
 

To our families who have completed the survey, a 

huge thank you as it makes our job in the office far 

easier given that we will have to begin contacting 

families individually to finalise the process.  

 
Dear Parents, Students and Friends of St Ambrose, 
 

This week we farewell our beautiful Annie as she 

begins a new role in the area of youth health 

services. Thank you to all the students, parents and 

staff who have made her feel so special during her 

time at St Ambrose. 

Annie has been a very special member of staff given 

her unique and wonderful ability to see the best in 

everyone, and at the same time bring out the best 

in those who spend time with her. 

The success of this year’s Book Fair is a credit to her 

and those who have assisted her during the week. 

Please keep her in your prayers and pray a special 

blessing for her as she continues to make a positive 

impact on the lives of our young. 

Tracey Paton will be taking on many of the roles that 

Annie undertook as our Librarian technician with her 

working three days in the classroom and two days in 

the library. 

To all our dads and special friends that are wonderful 

role models to our children, may you have a 

weekend filled with the appreciation and love of 

your children and those who look up to you because 

of who you are and how you help our young to be 

the best they can. 
 

Happy Father’s Day 
 

Des Noack 

Principal 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 



Term 3, 2018 
Week 7 

Sunday: 02.09 

 22nd Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 Father’s Day 

 

Week 8 

Monday: 03.09 

 Saint Gregory The Great 

 Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

Wednesday: 05.09 

 School Mass – 9.30am: Gr 5/6E 

 Northern Region Principals Reference 

Meeting 

 Numeracy Professional Learning Team 

 Confirmation Workshop with Bishop Terry 

7.00pm 

Thursday: 06.09 

 Professional Learning Team  

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm: Religious Education 

 ONWZ Principal Network (Evening) 

Friday: 07.09 

 Professional Learning Team  

 ONWZ Principal Network (Day) 

Sunday: 09.09 

 23rd Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 

 

Week 9 

Monday: 10.09 

 Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am 

Wednesday: 12.09 

  School Mass – 9.30am: Grade 5/6M 

Thursday: 13.09 

 Professional Learning Team Focus: Forward 

Planning 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm:  

Friday: 14.09 

 Professional Learning Team Focus: Forward 

Planning 

Sunday: 16.09 

 24th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 

 

 

Week 10 

Monday: 17.09 

 Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

Thursday: 20.09 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm:   

Friday: 21.09 

 Student Dismissal 1.30pm 

Sunday: 23.09 

  25th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 

FOOTY COLOURS DAY 

 

THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU 

Our families really did show their true colours! 

We raised $238.50 for children living 

with cancer. 

 
 

 

 



 
A huge thank you to Anita and her 
helpers who ensured that all our 
students had the chance to get 

something special for their Dads. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

"When I was a boy of 14, my father was so 

ignorant, I could hardly stand to have the old 

man around. But when I got to be 21, I was 

astonished at how much the old man had learned 

in seven years." — Mark Twain 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

To me, you are the best father in the world. 
You know how to make me laugh. You know 

how to make me smile and make me feel 
confident about myself. Thank you for loving 

me, Dad. I love you! 



Staff Social raises funds 
for ‘Parma For A Farmer’ 

 
Last Thursday evening, after our Staff Meeting 

the staff of St Ambrose met at the Tylden 

Junction (a registered sponsor for the month of 

August for Buy a Bale Campaign) for a social 

function to raise money for drought stricken 

farmers in NSW.  Tylden Junction made a 

donation to ‘Parma for a Farmer’ for every meal 

served on the night.  Sandy also organised 

some great raffle prizes and as a staff we raised 

another $375! Every little bit helps  

 

 
 

 

This Week’s Gospel 

 
 

Mark 7:1-8. 14-15. 21-23 

 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

Mark 

 

The Pharisees and some of the scribes who 

had come from Jerusalem gathered round 

Jesus, and they noticed that some of his 

disciples were eating with unclean hands, that 

is, without washing them. For the Pharisees, 

and the Jews in general, follow the tradition of 

the elders and never eat without washing their 

arms as far as the elbow; and on returning 

from the market place they never eat without 

first sprinkling themselves. There are also many 

other observances which have been handed 

down to them concerning the washing of cups 

and pots and bronze dishes. So 

these Pharisees and scribes asked him, ‘Why 

do your disciples not respect the tradition of 

the elders but eat their food with unclean 

hands?’ He answered, ‘It was of you hypocrites 

that Isaiah so rightly prophesied in this passage 

of scripture: 

This people honours me only with lip-service, 

while their hearts are far from me. 

The worship they offer me is worthless, 

the doctrines they teach are only human 

regulations. 

You put aside the commandment of God to 

cling to human traditions.’ 

He called the people to him again and said, 

‘Listen to me, all of you, and understand. 

Nothing that goes into a man from outside can 

make him unclean; it is the things that come 

out of a man that make him unclean. For it is 

from within, from men’s hearts, that evil 

intentions emerge: theft, murder, adultery, 

greed, malice, deceit, indecency, envy, 

slander, pride, folly. All these evil things come 

from within and make a man unclean.’ 



Gospel Reflection  
Just Sticks and Stones? 

 
 

“Sticks and stones will break my bones, but 

words will never hurt me.” Right. 

I have a problem. My mouth runs light years 

ahead of my brain. That means I too often say 

things and hurt others without thinking. 

Jesus is right. What comes out of us can make 

us impure. Our words build up or tear down. 

First, our words of ridicule can destroy others. 

Some people feel put down all the time. Your 

words of praise might make their day. 

Second, our words shape how we think about 

people? Do we focus only on faults when we 

talk about some people? If so, we are likely to 

miss the good within those people. Doesn’t 

God focus mostly on the good things about 

us? 

Third, our words also shape how others think 

about people. We can take the opportunity to 

point out people’s strengths when others tear 

them down. We also can take the opportunity 

to stop gossip when it comes across our path. 

Isn’t that what we want others to do for us? 

Jesus calls the Pharisees hypocrites in this 

week’s Gospel. That word comes from a Greek 

word meaning “actors.” This week, as you talk 

to and about other people, make sure your 

words show that your Christianity is not just an 

act. 
GPBS eNews 

 

 

With the release of the NAPLAN data to schools, 

and parents of Grade 3 & 5 students receiving 

their individual reports, it is a good time to 

highlight some of the positive information 

received from the testing undertaken.  The 

NAPLAN data provides us with an opportunity to 

triangulate observations and data collected in 

the past twelve months. Although it is only one 

test, it sits beside much of our own teacher 

observation and testing, providing further 

insight and validation as to what we are trying 

to achieve. 
 

As a teaching staff we are interested in the 

value added growth that should occur over the 

two year period from Grade 3 to Grade 5. This 

data allows us to reflect upon our own 

effectiveness as teachers and the initiatives that 

have been implemented at St Ambrose. It also 

assists us in identifying areas that need 

improvement. 
  

Although each student will have performed 

differently on each test, it is the overall trend 

data that informs decision making for the future. 

The following table is a snap shot of how we are 

travelling:  
 

 Gr 3 to Gr 5 
State 

↓ 

St Ambrose 

↓ 

Reading 

2016 439 450 

2018 521 537 

Diff 82 87 

Writing 

2016 436 433 

2018 479 505 

Diff 43 72 

Spelling 

2016 428 437 

2018 508 513 

Diff 80 76 

Grammar & 

Punctuation 

2016 448 458 

2018 512 532 

Diff 64 74 

Numeracy 

2016 415 409 

2018 504 504 

Diff 89 95 

 

What this table highlights is the growth that has 

occurred in the past two years. It is even better 

when considering where we were and how far 

we have come. The scores represented here 

capture the students that have been at the 

school over both testing periods. 

The table on the following column highlights the 

starting point that will be used to measure the 

value added score provided to us when our 

current Grade 3 students reach Grade 5 in 2020.   



2018 

Current Grade 3 

Students 

State 

↓ 

St Ambrose 

↓ 

Reading 448 454 

Writing 422 426 

Spelling 423 427 

Grammar & Punct’ 441 435 

Numeracy 419 401 

 

The following table highlights that our Grade 3 

results continue to remain better than 2015. 

These scores represent different cohorts of 

students and therefore one should be cautious 

to compare one year with another but rather 

see a long term improvement in student 

achievement. 

  
Grade 3 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Reading 438 442 444 454 

Writing 377 431 425 426 

Spelling 403 437 427 427 

Gram & Punct’ 413 450 444 435 

Numeracy 397 406 419 401 
 

 

 

The base score in Grade 3 is a result of the 

teaching and learning that occurs in the first 

three years of primary school. That is why we are 

making sure that through our teaching 

programs and classroom activities, and 

especially through the professional 

development in ‘Visible Learning’, our students 

gain the necessary skills and learning 

dispositions to set them up for future success.  
 

It is also important to recognize that the time 

and effort that you, as parents, place into your 

child’s learning experience has a huge 

influence on how your child sees themselves as 

learners.  
 

Celebrate their achievements and encourage 

them through their mistakes, for mistakes, both 

in learning and life, are opportunities of 

discovery and learning. 

 

 
 

Every human has four endowments - self awareness, 
conscience, independent will and creative imagination. 
These give us the ultimate human freedom... The power 

to choose, to respond, to change. Stephen Covey 
 

 

 

Grade 2/3R have been learning 

about diversity and have been 

looking at what is the same and 

what is the difference between 

people in looks and personality! 



 

 

I can’t thank this school community enough for 

embracing Book Week the way you continue 

to do so. The students (and staff) all looked so 

amazing on Monday at the Book Parade.  

Congratulations to these students for being 

voted BEST DRESSED by their classes. 

P/1E  Alexandra M & Jack B (tied) 

P/1L Violet D 

1/2B Micah W  

1/2T Lachlan M 

2/3R Zoey T 

3/4P Will T 

4/5F Ben R 

5/6E Lucy P 

5/6M Tom C 

Staff (or was it?) The Very Cranky Bear   

 
Our Scholastic Book Fair was, again, so well 

supported. We spent $4,382.00 over the four 

days, earning us $1,357.00 worth of rewards for 

the FOSALS to spend on new books for the 

Library.  
 

With deepest gratitude to the FOSAL’s for their 

love of books and reading and being such 

wonderful Book Ambassadors here at St 

Ambrose.  

 

 
 

What a great week to end my stay here at St 

Ambrose. I have loved every single minute at 

this school, working here was, easily, one of 

the most clever decisions I have ever made. 

I will miss everyone very much. Thanks for all 

your well wishes and gifts – I am truly blessed. 

As I have said to the children this past week – 

I am not falling off the face of the earth, I 

trust our paths will continue to cross.  
 

 
 

Take care till then. 

Annie Rowland 



Book Nook Book Review- 
Tracy Lacy is completely 
coo-coo bananas! 

Tracy Lacy is completely Coo-coo Bananas! But 
she has an idea that will make her and her BFFs 
Ag and Ponky completely NORMAL in time for 
high school! But Tracy isn’t as good at receiving 
and changing her behaviour as Ag and Ponky 
are. Tracy is much better at giving Ag and Ponky 
unnecessary feedback. When Tracy meets 
BOMD (Boy of My Dreams) can she keep a cool 
head? 
 

This is a hilarious book that teaches you to 
always approach what life throws at you to 
approach it with a smile and to always look on 
the bright side. This book I would recommend 
for the ages 9, 8 and 7. 

 
 

 
 

By FOSAL Jemima 5/6E 
 

 
 

   
 

Every student is entitled to a quality language 
education program. It is not an optional extra for 
students, but essential in supporting them to 
enter into critical dialogue with the Catholic faith 
tradition and to deepen their humanity in an 
increasingly globalised world.   
 

At St Ambrose, we are introducing a 
language app to assist our students in 
improving their ability to learn and speak 
Japanese.  
 

Speak Up!  is the result of genuine collaboration 
and a long-term commitment from all four 
Victorian Catholic dioceses to enable every 
student to find their voice in a quality language 
learning environment. 
 

Learning a language means learning about 
what it means to be literate. Research tells us 
that the experience of learning a second 
language not only improves our knowledge of 
how languages work but also enhances our 
thinking skills. Respectful understanding of 
linguistic and cultural difference, and high-level 
language and intercultural skills are also 
essential for Victorian Catholic students to meet 
the challenges, and thrive, in a world 
characterised by significant social, economic, 
technological and environmental changes. 
 

Speak Up! app enables students to relate their 
success in Languages to what they can say in 
Japanese.  The app allows students to witness, 
measure and set goals for their oral language 
development and Japanese language use in a 
concrete, visible way.  The data also provides 
the teacher with 'point- in- time' evidence of 
student achievement to inform teaching practice 
and curriculum planning.  As a Japanese 
teacher, I am very excited to witness students' 
development in frequently used classroom 
languages which we have been focusing on so 
far.  This app also enable students to build up 
confidence in their oral language. 
 

The data collected from the Speak Up! app is 
hosted by The Catholic Education Commission 
of Victoria (CECV), and accessed only by the 
Japanese teacher.   The students will login in 
using their existing St Ambrose email 
address.  Care Monkey notices will be sent out 
to the parents in coming weeks. 
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