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Centred By Faith 

In Partnership with Community 

We Provide Excellence in Learning 

 
 

Dear Parents, Students and Friends of St Ambrose, 
 

TER M 3  –  WHER E  D I D  I T  GO?  

Can you believe that there is only two weeks 

remaining of this term? It has truly flown. This term we 

have seen some amazing progress in our students. 

Their sense of being a learner and ability to show 

improvement is clearly evident in their writing, their 

art, their maths, their performances and even the 

ability to use Japanese confidently. It’s a huge credit 

to not only them but the teaching staff who strive to 

assist every one of their students to continue to build 

on what they can do, what they know, and how 

they think. 
 
 

 
 

Creativity Is Inventing, 

Experimenting, Growing, Taking 

Risks, Breaking Rules, Making 

Mistakes, And Having Fun. 
 

 

Each day we see students come to the front office 

to present something that they feel particularly 

proud of or the teacher has encouraged them to 

show us just how far they have come. 
 

 
 

 

There’s a huge sense of pride, not only in the eyes of 

these student’s whose faces beam with a smile at 

their achievements but in the hearts of each one of 

us who have supported, encouraged and nurtured 

them to this point. We hope that your fridges at 

home are covered with such examples and that like 

us, you are reminded of the importance of providing 

positive feedback that encourages them to learn 

more and achieve their best. 

 

Socio Economic Status 
Survey Update 

 

So Far We’ve Received 52%  

Of The 95%+ Required 
 

As mentioned in previous newsletters, this survey has 

serious financial implications for the school and it is 

imperative that we receive at least a 95%+ response 

rate from our families for it to be of any benefit to us 

as a school community.  
 

If you have misplaced your original letter containing 

your personal access code, could you please 

contact the office as soon as possible so that we are 

able to provide you with another copy of it. We 

cannot express how important it is that we achieve 

the 95% target. 
 



L I VI NG OUR  F AI TH  

Last Wednesday evening, students undertaking the 

Sacrament of Confirmation, along with their families, 

had the opportunity to gain a greater insight into 

what it is to be part of a Catholic community through 

the visitation of Bishop Terry Curtin. It’s a great 

opportunity to understand, at a deeper level, the 

importance of being part of and participating in a 

Catholic community. 

 

As a member of our parish school community, you 

engage in what is best described as a living 

sacrament where -  

 Our parish school presupposes faith: without 

faith our parish school says nothing, it is just 

another school. 

 Our parish school expresses faith: in and 

through the parish school, people express 

themselves to God. 

 Our parish school nurtures faith: it helps us stay 

connected to our faith roots and to our faith 

community. 

 Our parish school calls for ongoing conversion: 

we need to keep turning to God. The parish 

school is a special place filled with moments in 

a child’s life that encourage them to constantly 

search for God’s presence and God’s will for 

them. 

 

Our school that consists of you and me are called to 

make the “church” visibly present. Our duty as 

members of this parish school is not simply to 

“receive” grace through participating in the life of 

the school but to “be” grace to our children, our 

colleagues, and all who share our path. 

 

SUMMER  SCHOOL UNIFOR M  

Located in this newsletter is an outline of the school’s 

Summer Uniform and Dress Code. We ask that you 

please take the opportunity to read over it as we , as 

a community, have much to be proud of how our 

students present and dress, not only within the 

school, but when representing the school on 

excursions or at various events. 

 

We also would like to bring to your attention that 

there has been a minor price increase to all items 

due to price increases from the supplier. 

 

Again, thank you for the many kind emails we have 

received this week conveying thanks to our teachers 

for the care and time shown in doing their best for 

our students. 

 

Such feedback is truly appreciated. 

 

With kindest regards, 
 
 

Des Noack 

Principal 

 

Term 3, 2018 
Week 9 

Monday: 10.09 

 Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am 

Wednesday: 12.09 

  School Mass – 9.30am: Grade 5/6M 

Thursday: 13.09 

 Professional Learning Team Focus: Forward 

Planning 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm:  

Friday: 14.09 

 Professional Learning Team Focus: Forward 

Planning 

Saturday: 15.09 

 Confirmation Commitment Mass 6.00pm 

Sunday: 16.09 

 24th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 Confirmation Commitment Mass 10.00am 

Week 10 

Monday: 17.09 

 Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am 

 School Assembly 2.55pm 

 Last day to order summer uniform 
Thursday: 20.09 

 Staff Meeting 3.45pm:   

Friday: 21.09 

 Student Dismissal 1.30pm 

Sunday: 23.09 

  25th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 
 



Last week the Prep One students interpreted 

the Lord’s Prayer and the Aboriginal Our 

Father. 
They created an oil pastel drawing to show 

their understanding of the Prayers.  

 

 

 

St Ambrose Summer  

Dress Code 
 

It has been great to see nearly all our students’ 

transition into the now, not so new, school 

uniform.  

Our students are required to wear a formal 

compulsory identifying uniform, which 

distinguishes them as a member of the school.  

The uniform provides an opportunity for our 

students to display pride not only in themselves 

but in their membership of and to the school.  

Next term our students are required to wear 

‘Summer Uniform’ and their school ‘Sunsmart’ 

wide brimmed hat. 

Please note there is minor price increase to all 

items due to price increases from the supplier. 

There is a considerable lead time for school 

uniform delivery.  To ensure availability of 

summer uniforms, could you please 

place online orders by 17 September 

2018 (2019 Prep students excluded). 

 

The following provides an outline of Summer 

Uniform: 

 

GIRLS’ SUMMER UNIFORM 

 

Blue and white tartan dress with navy trim. 

White school socks. (Strictly no anklet socks) 

School pullover with logo / and or   

Navy Soft Shell Jacket with logo.  

Black leather school shoes. 

Navy blue hair ties 

Sun Smart School Hat OR 

 

GIRLS’ SUMMER UNIFORM (alternative to the 

dress) 

 

Short sleeve blue shirt with logo. 

Navy school trousers or Navy school shorts 

White school socks. (Strictly no anklet socks) 

School pullover with logo / and or   

Navy Soft Shell Jacket with logo.  

Black leather school shoes. 

Navy blue hair ties 

Sun Smart School Hat 

 

BOYS’ SUMMER UNIFORM  

 

Short sleeve blue shirt with logo  

Navy school trousers or Navy school shorts 

Navy school socks (Strictly no anklet socks) 

School pullover with logo / and or   

Navy Soft Shell Jacket with logo. 

Black leather school shoes. 

Navy blue hair ties if hair is longer than shoulder 

length. 

Sun Smart School Hat 

 

SPORTS UNIFORM (Boys & Girls) 

 

Tracksuit pants with school logo / and or - 

Sports shorts with school logo 

Short / Long Sleeve Sport Polo with Logo 

Navy Soft Shell Jacket with logo. 

Sun Smart School Hat (T.1/T.4) 

White sports socks (Strictly no anklet socks) 

Sneakers 

 

SCHOOL BAGS 

St Ambrose School bag  



 

 The Dress Code applies during school hours, 

while travelling to and from school, and 

when students are on school excursions. 

 

 Summer and winter uniforms, as well as 

sports uniforms are prescribed, and are 

required to be worn. 

 

 Stud earrings and sleepers worn in the ears, 

plus watches are the only acceptable 

jewellery.  

 

 Extreme hair colours (e.g. green, pink or 

purple rinses) and/or extreme hairstyles (e.g. 

spikes or mohawk) are not permitted. 

 

 Other than clear nail polish, cosmetics may 

not be worn at school. 

 

 The only headwear that is acceptable is Sun 

smart hats consistent with our Sun Smart 

policy or the school beanie.  

 

 Hair that is longer than shoulder length is to 

be worn tied back as a health and safety 

measure. Ribbons, clips, bands (non-plastic 

only) and ‘scrunchies’ are to be of navy 

colour. 

 

  The School Advisory Committee requires the 

Principal to be responsible for 

implementation of the Dress Code in a 

manner consistent with the Student Code of 

Conduct. 

 

 Arrangements can be made to supply 

uniforms for families experiencing economic 

hardship through consultation with the 

Principal. 

 

 Parents seeking exemptions to the Dress 

Code due to religious beliefs, ethnic or 

cultural background, student disability, 

health condition or economic hardship must 

discuss this directly with the Principal. 

  

 
 
Dear Farmer, 

 

I’m Laura I go to St. Ambrose Parish School Woodend Victoria. I’d just 
like to wish you the best of luck during these hard times. I understand 
your going through drought at this present time. I hope you can rebuild 
your livestock after the drought passes. 

 

I will never truly understand how hard it would be to go through 
drought, but I do imagine it would be extremely hard. Stay strong and 
don’t give up. I will keep you in my prayers until the drought passes. 

 

I hope your crops and animals stay safe during the drought and rain 
comes soon. Our school is trying as much as possible to help you and 
other farmers by doing Fiver for a Farmer. I really do hope rain comes 
soon and you dams refill. 

 

Sending prayers 

 

From Laura 
___________________ 

Dear Farmer,  
I’m Jack and I live in Lancefield Victoria. I’m writing to you during the 
drought to tell you to keep on going. Salvage as much as you can. I 
pray that you get that Spring time rain soon. 
 

I deeply hope that the drought stops soon. You and your animals don’t 
deserve this. All of Victoria wishes you the best and hopes to see your 
farm thriving again, soon. 
 

I hope God brings down rain. I’ve never been in a serious drought 
before. My school are doing all we can to help. 
 

Love from Jack 

___________________ 
 

Dear Farmer, 
 

My name is Maie and I am from St Ambrose Parish School Woodend 
Victoria. I am 10 years old. 
 

I am writing to wish you the best of luck with the drought. I hope you 
get enough water to help you, your crops and your animals. I will keep 
you in my prayers. 
 

I can’t imagine what it would be like to not see water for more than a 
week. It makes me feel bad because we are wasting more than 3 litres 
a day and you have zero drops. At school we are learning to be more 
sustainable and we are doing ‘Fiver for a Farmer’. We are either 
donating $5 per person or $5 per family. At school we are doing the 
best we can to help you and other farmers. Good luck! 
 

From Maie 



‘Peeling the Fruit’ 

is a Thinking Map 
 

 
 

The Prep One students have been encouraged 

to think deeply when approaching a text or an 

idea. 

The ‘Peeling the Fruit’ Thinking Map routine that 

is used to develop the understanding of a 

complex topic over the course of days or 

weeks. It makes the thinking ‘visible’ and 

highlights the development of a child’s thinking 

from a shallow to deep level of understanding.  

 

The example shown here enabled students to 

consider different viewpoints and make 

connections to themselves and their world after 

exploring the picture book ‘The Red Bridge’ by: 

Kylie Dunstan. 

 

 
 

 

"The world we have created is a product of our 

thinking; it cannot be changed without changing our 

thinking.” Albert Einstein 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

"It is better to know some of the questions than all 

of the answers."  James Thurber  

 



This Week’s Gospel 

 
 

Gospel Mark 7:31-37 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

Mark 

He makes the deaf hear and the dumb speak. 

Returning from the district of Tyre, Jesus went 

by way of Sidon towards the sea of Galilee, 

right through the Decapolis region. And they 

brought him a deaf man who had an 

impediment in his speech; and they asked him 

to lay his hand on him. He took him aside in 

private, away from the crowd, put his fingers 

into the man’s ears and touched his tongue 

with spittle. Then looking up to heaven he 

sighed; and he said to him, ‘Ephphatha,’ that 

is, ‘Be opened.’ And his ears were opened, 

and the ligament of his tongue was loosened 

and he spoke clearly. And Jesus ordered them 

to tell no one about it, but the more he 

insisted, the more widely they published it. Their 

admiration was unbounded. ‘He has done all 

things well,’ they said ‘he makes the deaf hear 

and the dumb speak.’ 

 

Gospel Reflection  

 
Be Opened! 
Sometimes I stop rushing around and realise 

that I rarely hear birds singing. 

I stay pretty busy. My mind stays pretty focused 

on the new task or appointment. And I miss the 

birds. And I fear I miss other cries as well – the 

cries of people who need me. 

  

“Be opened!” Jesus calls us to be in this week’s 

Gospel. He restores a man’s hearing and gives 

him the power to speak. I wonder what that 

man heard after that. I bet he heard the sighs 

of lonely people who needed his time. I bet he 

stopped and sat with them. I bet he heard 

pleas of hunger from poor people. I bet he 

stopped and fed them. I bet he heard the 

cries of people who were rejected or suffering. 

I bet he stopped and embraced them. 

  

Many people in our families, our schools, our 

jobs, and our world need our ears opened. 

Many don’t want our advice. They just want us 

to listen without judgement while they talk 

about what hurts. Others need us to stand up 

with and for them at school or in our 

community. They need us to listen closely to 

understand their problems. Others, like parents 

and mentors, are crying to offer us advice for 

life. They need us to listen to their wisdom 

without getting defensive. 

Do we hear the cries or advice as we go 

through life? Or do we rush so quickly that we 

miss them? This week, each day, ask Jesus to 

open your ears so you can listen closely. 

People will come across your path who need 

you to listen, or to whom you need to listen. 
  
GPBS eNews 
 



 
 

Outside the Grade 2/3R classroom is a wall of 

poetry. Mrs Ryan wanted to share with you 

some of the poems that capture both heart, 

head and soul. They definitely deserve to be 

published. Congratulations to all our talented 

poets! 

 

Quiet is….. 

Holding a sleeping puppy 

Trees swaying 

Rolling in the snow 

A baby sleeping 

Listening to soft music 

Praying in bed 

Reading a book 

Looking up at the sky….. 
 

Written by Jack C 

 

Anxious 

It tastes like burnt toast 

It smells like smoke 

It feels like touching stranger’s rubbish 

It sounds like lots of noise 

It reminds me of being disorganised. 

 
Written by Safara 

 

 

Poetry is when an emotion has found its 

thought and the thought has found words. 

 
Divisional Basketball 

 

On Friday the 31st of August some of the Year 
5 and 6 students went to Divisional basketball 
in Bendigo. We had to be at school by 7:45 am 
because the bus left at 8:00 am.  
 
When we got to the Bendigo Stadium the other 
teams were already playing because most of 
them were only 5 minutes away. Both our boy’s 
and girl’s teams had a great day. The boy’s 
team were very successful in all their games 
and are undefeated. They are now moving 
onto regionals in Swan Hill.  
 
They took home the trophy. 
 

 
 

Written by Cooper, Fletcher and Gus 



 
 

This week in Japanese, we are learning 
to say 'Issho ni'.   

It means 'work together'. 

 
'Issho ni' can be used every day in 

classroom or at home.   
 

If we say 'Issho ni asobu',  
it means 'play together'.   

 
'Issho ni warau'  

means 'laugh together'.   

 
'Issho ni taberu'  

means 'eat together'.   

 
'Issho ni manabu'  

means 'learn together'. 

Book Nook Book Review- 

ERAGON 

 
 

When Eragon finds a polished blue stone in the 

woods, he doesn’t think twice. He is a poor 

boy, and a blue stone would at least fetch a 

night’s dinner. Little does he know that this 

stone is in fact a dragon egg, and will bring 

him a bucket load of trouble. When the evil 

King Galbatorix finds out the general location 

of the egg he sends the Ra'zac to acquire it. 

The Ra'zac (or Lethrblaka when full-grown) 

were one of the several ancient races that 

were thought to have followed the humans 

across the sea to Alagaësia. They were a race 

that fed on humans and likely came from the 

same homelands. Ra'zacs' breath have the 

power to paralyze humans in a dream-like 

state, however, it barely clouds the minds of 

dwarves and is ineffective against elves 

altogether. Will Eragon be able to master 

dragon-riding? The fate of the Empire may rest 

in his hands… 

By Charlotte 5/6M 

 



2019 Columban Art Calendar 
 

2019 Columban Art Calendar $12.00 + FREE online Art Guide 
(Ideal Christmas Gift) 

 
We invite you to participate in Columban Mission by 

purchasing the 2019 Columban Art Calendar. 
 

The calendar is well known for its traditional religious paintings 
and liturgical information.  It is accompanied by an in-depth Art 

Guide, a FREE downloadable audio visual and written 
resource which gives an insightful explanation of each painting 

featured in the calendar. 
 

To order 
Shop online – https://goo.gl/ukH7w8 

Phone: (03) 9375 9475 
Email: calendar@columban.org.au 
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