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Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 
 

This week we commence the liturgical season 

of Lent and achnowledge the coming week as 

Catholic Education Week. In doing so, it 

provides us with the opportunity to reflect why 

you have chosen a Catholic school for your 

child given that for families in Woodend, there 

are many schools to choose from. 
 

St Ambrose has many of the bells and whistles 

that are so often considered the hall mark of a 

great school. But there is something even 

greater that makes it stand out - school 

community that is connected through a belief 

in God and faith, and that through this, we 

work together to achieve amazing things for  

our students, families and Woodend 

community.  
 

This connectedness to faith has a huge impact 

on the passion and commitment of all our St 

Ambrose staff. Teaching is not seen just as a 

job but more of a vocation in which we live 

out our faith through our work and our 

relationships with each other. It colours the 

very way we respond to the needs of our 

students and each other, with an open heart, 

a forgiving nature, an enthusiasm to achieve 

one’s best and to bring out the best in others, 

and the belief that God resides in each and 

every child. 
 

Cross Country Run Next Tuesday 
 

The celebration of our school carnival next 

weekend will highlight the amazing energy 

and commitment of this school and parish 

community in supporting each other and the 

children of this beautiful school.  
 

If you have as yet not yet considered 

volunteering an hour, even half an hour to 

help out your fellow parents, now is the time as 

we need your help. Every helping hand makes 

a huge difference and you will be amazed at 

how good the positive internal feel you get 

yourself when you lend a helping hand. 

 
As a school community we congratulate the 

work of Jane Walduck for her tireless work 

within the Woodend Community. Yesterday, 

students from our local schools and kinders 

gathered with many various representatives 

from the area to unveil the First Nation signage 

at the Woodend Children’s Park.  The signage 

both at the park and in our school makes 

visible & known to our community the history, 

influence and importance of our local 

indigenous heritage and culture. Jane 

exemplifies the qualities of leadership, 

community engagement and service. May her 

commitment and selflessness inspire us all to 

contribute in making next weekend’s carnival 

a huge success.  
 

With my kindest regards. 
 

Mr Des Noack 

Principal 



Dates for the Diary 

 
 

Week 7 
Monday: 11.03 

o LABOUR DAY HOLIDAY  

Tuesday: 12.03 

o School Assembly 11.30am 

o Parent Helper Course 12.00pm 

o Whole School Cross Country Event (Colour 

Explosion) 12.30-3.15pm 

Wednesday: 13.03 

o Canteen Day  

o Class Mass – 9.30am: Grade 3/4M 

o Gr 6 Canberra Camp Information Night 

7.00pm 

Thursday: 14.03 

o Staff Meeting – 3.45pm  

o Division Volleyball 

o Carnival Committee Meeting 7.30pm – all 

welcome! 
Friday: 15.03 

o St Patrick’s Cathedral Mass to Celebrate 

Catholic Education Week 

o Canteen Day 

Saturday: 16.03 

o  St Ambrose Community Carnival 

Week 8 
Monday: 18.03 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing: 8.15am 

Tuesday: 19.03 

o Whole School Photos 

Wednesday: 20.03 

o Class Mass – 9.30am: Grade 3/4PB  

o Canteen Day 

Thursday: 21.03 

o Staff Meeting – 3.45pm 

o Reconciliation Family Conversations – Fr Elio 

Capra 7.00pm  

Friday: 22.03 

o Canteen Day 

Week 9 
Monday: 25.03 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing: 8.15am 

o School Assembly: 2.55pm  

Tuesday: 26.03 

o Day set aside for Class Excursions  

Wednesday: 27.03 

o Canteen Day  

o Sacrament of Reconciliation 7.00pm  

Friday: 29.03 

o Canteen Day  

Week 10 
Monday: 01.04 

o Grade 6 Canberra Camp Mon - Friday 

Tuesday: 02.04 

o CDSSA Cross Country 

Wednesday: 03.04 

o Canteen Day  

o Prep’s In PJ’s Night  

Thursday: 04.04 

o School Advisory Meeting 7.00pm 

Friday: 05.04 

o Canteen Day  

o End of Term Mass of Thanksgiving: 2.30pm 

o End of Term Dismissal Time: 3.30pm  

 
Photos Of The Dja Dja Wurrung Signage Launch 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 
 

Cobaw Summer Sports 
 
On Wednesday the 5/6 students went to 
Romsey to play volleyball, cricket and softball. 
The mixed team played 3 games lost 1 and 
won 2, beating Lancefield in the finals. The 
boys team played 4 games and won all playing 
Kyneton in the final and winning.  
 

The girls volleyball team won 5 games and lost 
2 they came third overall, the boys also did well 
winning 2 games and losing 5. Both volleyball 
teams played their best and did well. 
 

The boys softball did well winning 2 games and 
losing 5, they came 6th. The girls won 1 game 
and and lost 6 games and sadly came last but 
we all had a great time. 
 

We all would like to thank Mrs Cavric and all 
the teachers and parents who came to help 
out. 
 

By Darcie C and Cooper D-T. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Next Friday is the National Day against 

Bullying and Violence.  The newly 

commissioned Mini Vinnies will be giving 

out Bullying. No Way! Wrist bands to all our 

students as a reminder of the safe and 

friendly environment we want to have here 

at St Ambrose. 

Preventing bullying 
What works? 

The question 'What works to prevent 

bullying?' seems simple. The answer is 

complicated: 'It depends what you want 

to achieve... and for which students... and 

in what context'. 

What does the research say? 

Research, both in Australia and overseas, 

has identified the following combination of 

broad strategies as most likely to prevent 

and reduce bullying: 

* a universal whole-school approach over 

a long duration that takes a multi-faceted 

approach rather than focusing on one 

single component 

* A focus on building positive relationships 

and reducing bullying in the school 

community through a range of activities 

that engage students, families and staff 

(including professional development for 

teachers) 

* a whole-school detailed policy that 

addresses the effective prevention of and 

response to bullying within the broader 

context of improving school culture and 

fostering student engagement 

* effective classroom environments 

supported by statements of rights and 

responsibilities developed with student 

involvement 

* the promotion of a positive school 

environment that provides safety, security 

and support for students and promotes 

student wellbeing 



* effective approaches and strategies to 

encourage positive student behaviour as 

well as approaches to discipline that are 

consistent, inclusive, solution-focused and 

non-punitive 

* explicit teaching of values and skills to all 

students (and especially bystanders) 

including strategies for responding to 

bullying behaviour and supporting students 

who are bullied 

* integration of social emotional learning 

within the curriculum. 

 

 
 

 
 

Thank you from: Heidi, Georgia, Mia, 

Isabelle, Lucy, Nash, Zac and Archie!   
 

 
Bullying. No Way! Take 

Action Every Day 

 

 
 
Next week in Japanese, our Grade 5 and 6 
students are going to have Skype lessons with 
our sister school in Japan.   
 

Students from Hikijidai Primary School are 
going to read a message to us in English and 
we are going to read the same message in 
Japanese.   
 

At the end of the message, students will have 
an opportunity to make comments on how they 
went and ask questions.  
 

It is a great opportunity for our students to see 
what a Japanese classroom looks like as well 
as to learn how Japanese students 
behave.  More importantly, both Hikijidai PS 
students and our students will hopefully 
understand the part learning a language plays 
in understanding other cultures.  

https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/UnderstandingBullying/Pages/Roles-that-kids-play.aspx


 

 
In 3/4M, we are learning about 
symbolism in everyday life and have 
been applying this to our writing. 
 
Pink 
 
Love is pink. 
It sounds like someone caring for others. 
It tastes like a big pink jelly heart with pink 
sprinkles. 
It smells like a freshly picked big, beautiful pink 
rose. 
Pink feels like a heart full of true love. 
 
Darley C. (3/4M) 
 
Blue 
 
Excited is blue. 
It sounds like a trampoline squeaking at Jump. 
It tastes like pizza, fish and chips and chicken 
skewers all on one plate. 
It smells like hot chips at the footy. 
Blue feels like watching North Melbourne win 
the Grand Final. 
 
Tyler K. (3/4M) 

 

 

SOLO Taxonomy 
One of the learning models used at St 

Ambrose is SOLO Taxonomy. If you walk 

around the classrooms, you will see displays 

that highlight the development of thinking 

from that of surface thinking to that of deep 

thinking. 

 
The Structure of Observed Learning 

Outcome (SOLO) taxonomy is a model of 

learning that: 

 “Provides a simple and robust way of 

describing how learning outcomes grow 

in complexity from surface to deep 

understanding” Biggs and Collin (1982) 

 Is similar to Bloom’s taxonomy but it 

has one major advantage: SOLO 

taxonomy provides a user 

friendly, common language of 

learning that enables the student and 

teacher to explicitly understand the 

learning process. 
 

The 5 levels of understanding are: 

 Pre-structural – The task is not attacked 

appropriately; the student hasn’t really 

understood the point and uses too 

simple a way of going about it. 

 Uni-structural – The student’s response 

only focuses on one relevant aspect. 

 Multi-structural – The student’s response 

focuses on several relevant aspects but 

they are treated independently and 

additively. Assessment of this level is 

primarily quantitative. 

 Relational – The different aspects have 

become integrated into a coherent 

whole. This level is what is normally 

meant by an adequate understanding 

of some topic. 

 Extended abstract – The previous 

integrated whole may 

be conceptualised at a higher level of 

abstraction and generalised to a new 

topic or area. 



Governor General 

The following is an example of 

using Solo Taxonomy to answer 

the question: Do you know who 

is the most important person in 

Australia? 

 

Do you know who the most important 

person in Australia is? It’s not the Prime 

Minister, it’s actually General Sir Peter 

Cosgrove and he has been since the 28th 

of March 2014. 
 

The Governor General being the most 

important person in Australia and usually 

stays that way for 5 years. Our current 

Governor General, Peter Cosgrove is a 

retired senior Australian Army officer and is 

the 26th Governor General of Australia! 
 

While the Governor General doesn’t have 

much say in how the country works, they still 

have to approve of new laws and appoint 

new judges and government officials. He 

also is in charge of hosting events at either 

of his residences, Government house in 

Canberra, and Admiralty house in Sydney. 
 

The most exciting part about being 

Governor General is having the power to 

sack the Prime Minister! It’s incredibly rare 

for this to happen, but it has happened 

before! 
 

General Sir Peter Cosgrove is due to step 

down in March this year, as a typical term 

of office is 5 years.  
 

As of 2019, the only female Governor 

General is Dame Quentin Bryce. 
 

By Mia L 5/6M 

 

 
 

WHOLE 
SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY

 & COLOUR EXPLOSION 
RUN!! 

 

This event is scheduled for Tuesday 12th 

March and takes place on and around the 

school grounds.  This is a whole school 

house event with our focus being 

maximum participation. Children can walk, 

jog or run to complete their course.  The 

first race will commence at 12.30pm on our 

school oval and we hope to have all 

events completed by 3.15pm. 

The course will vary according to the 

different grades and age levels: 

 Preps and Grade 1s will be 

running/walking 550 metres around 

our school oval.  

 Year 2s will be completing a 1km 

course which will consist of laps of 

the oval and a run on the outside 

path beside the oval and back into 

the school grounds 

 9 and 10 yr olds will complete a 2km 

run starting at the top of Pyke Street. 

They will run through the park over 

the foot bridge and onto the Five 

Mile Creek walking Track. They will 

return the same way entering the 

school through the side gate and 

complete half a lap past the 

chestnut tree and then up the 

centre of the oval 

 11, 12 and 13yr olds will run a 3km 

course. They will follow the same 

course as the 9 and 10yr olds, but will 

run down as far as Ruby McKenzie 

Park along the Five Mile Walking 

Track and back to school. 

The children will need to wear their sports 

uniform and a white t-shirt if participating 

in the colour explosion aspect of the run. If 

your child does not want to be sprayed 

with colour they should wear a t-shirt that 

represents their house colour.  

 



If I was a Community 

Helper I’d be…. 

The students from 2T have been learning 

about the different roles within our local 

community and have identified the 

importance of have such helpers in the 

community. 

 

George would like to be a farmer because he 
wants to provide food for people that are 
poor. 

 

Ethan would like to be a fire fighter because 
he loves playing with water and would like to 
save people. 

 

There is a great display outside the 2T 
classroom that includes Community Helpers 
like: Police, Engineers, Chefs, Vets….plus 
many more!!! 

 

India-Belle would like to be a doctor so she 
can help people get better. 

 

Will would like to be a Ranger because he 
would like to save the wildlife.  And our future 
is in good hands….with Alexandra wanting to 
be a Teacher because she likes to help 
people learn 

 



Smart Spelling! 

 

Tahli from 1/2R proudly demonstrates an ‘ar’ 
diagraph (a sound represented by two 
letters) which she has written in a different 
colour to highlight it within her spelling words.  
Smart Spelling has been introduced across 
the school and is engaging the students by 
making visible how words are made so they 
can transfer this knowledge to new and 
unfamiliar words.  Thank you Tahli for 
sharing your learning 

Teachers are 
Learners Too 

 

 

Weekly, the junior and senior teachers spend 
their day in Professional Learning Teams 
collaboratively planning and designing for the 
leaning needs of their students together with 
enhancing their own professional knowledge, 
practice and skills. 

 

Last week the staff completed a Hexagonal 
Thinking Routine focusing on incorporating 
the Capabilities (eg: Critical & Creative 
Thinking) across the curriculum, through 
deliberate planning of teaching strategies 
and what the students will be doing, saying, 
making or recording. 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 
 
Last week, we commenced the School Run4Fun Colour Explosion which is as a major fundraiser this term so we do ask for your support. The more 
money we raise the more we can provide for the students through vital school projects, in particular new library furnishings. 
 

The School Run4Fun Colour Explosion will be held on TUESDAY 12TH MARCH.  Please refer to this newsletter and your Caremonkey for 

details. Students will be asked to wear a plain white t-shirt, you can pick these up at shops such as Kmart & Best & Less for $3. The day’s 

focus is on fun and fitness with the added benefit of raising funds for our school. 
 

Colour Powder 

The colour powder used in our event has been sourced direct from India, the home of Holi Powder. It is made of high quality corn starch 

and permitted food colours. It’s non-toxic, biodegradable, skin safe and environmentally friendly. Toxicological Risk Assessment and 

ingredient listings can be obtained from the School Office upon request. Students with asthma are advised to consider the triggers for their 

asthmatic child and check the safety data sheet.  
 

How Does My Child Fundraise?  

Students have now received a Sponsorship Form with instructions on how to raise money and order prizes. Students obtain donations in 

cash using the Sponsorship Form together with online fundraising.  
 

Students who raise as little as $10 or more will receive an incentive prize for their efforts. But why not aim higher? You have the option to 

choose up to five (5) prizes and this will set your fundraising goal. Family and friends are your greatest supporters, so ask them first for your 

support. You will reach your fundraising goal in no time.  
 

Student Profile Page 

Create a Student Profile Page at www.myprofilepage.com.au which is unique to you. There are also some great features like recording 

your sponsorships and selecting your prize goal.  
 

You can also register for online fundraising. It’s the easiest way to help your child raise money and to reach your fundraising goal sooner.  
 

WIN A SHARE OF $200,000 WORTH OF FREE SPONSORSHIP DONATIONS. Create a Student Profile Page at www.myprofilepage.com.au 

and enter your unique code found on page five (5) of your Sponsorship Form to see if you’re an instant winner. Give your fundraising goal a 

kick start!  
 

How to Order Prizes? 

To reward your child for their efforts, they will receive incentive prizes based on the total amount of sponsorship dollars raised in cash, 

online, and if applicable, any FREE SPONSORSHIP DONATIONS won using the unique code on page five (5) of the Sponsorship Form. You 

have two options to place your prize order:  
 

1. Login or create a Student Profile Page at www.myprofilepage.com.au. Once the fundraiser has finished, click the ‘ORDER MY PRIZE’ 

button and then confirm your total amount raised and order your prize/s, OR  

2. Complete the back page of the Sponsorship Form and return to the school.    
 

Please note, all donations need to be finalised on or before MONDAY 18TH MARCH. Student prizes will be delivered shortly after.  
 

Thank you in advance for your participation, and get ready for a BLAST OF COLOUR! Happy fundraising!     

 

KRISTY CAVRIC – PE TEACHER 
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