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The wait is over!  
Finally the wait is over, with only one more 
sleep until our fantastic St Ambrose Woodend 
Community Carnival!  
For those on the Carnival Committee, it’s been 
an event that has been nine months in the 
planning, so we can’t wait to see everyone 
come together and enjoy the fabulous 
atmosphere and activities. 
 
Bring hats, sunscreen and your picnic rug 
The weather forecast is looking sunny and 
warm for tomorrow, so don’t forget to pack 
your water bottles, hats, sunscreen and a 

picnic rug to set up for the day. There are also 
many food and drink options available to 
purchase at the carnival and shaded areas for 
families to take a break. 
 
Cake stall donations  
If you have very kindly offered to bake 
something for our cake stall, please drop off 
donations to at the school this afternoon or 
tomorrow morning. Please clearly label 
packages with ingredients used.  
 
Tickets and wristbands 
Pre-purchased wristbands can be picked up 
from the ticket table at the front of the school 
from 3.20pm this afternoon OR at the ticket 
booth tomorrow. Wristbands and tickets are 
available for purchase at the ticket booth 
throughout the day tomorrow.  
 
Big Little Shots  
If your child is participating in Big Little Shots, 
don’t forget that registration is at 10am 
(signing in and dropping off props). 
It’s party time. See you all tomorrow!  

 

 
 

Tuesday – Whole School Photos 
Full Summer Uniform to Be Worn 

 



 
 

Dates for the Diary 

 
 

Saturday: 16.03 

o  St Ambrose Community Carnival 

Week 8 
Monday: 18.03 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing: 8.15am 

Tuesday: 19.03 

o Whole School Photos 

Wednesday: 20.03 

o Class Mass – 9.30am: Grade 3/4PB  

o Canteen Day 

Thursday: 21.03 

o Staff Meeting – 3.45pm 

o Reconciliation Family Conversations 7.00pm  

Friday: 22.03 

o Canteen Day 

Week 9 
Monday: 25.03 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing: 8.15am 

o School Assembly: 2.55pm  

Tuesday: 26.03 

o Day set aside for Class Excursions  

Wednesday: 27.03 

o Canteen Day  

o Sacrament of Reconciliation 7.00pm  

Friday: 29.03 

o Canteen Day 

 

Week 10 
Monday: 01.04 

o Grade 6 Canberra Camp Mon - Friday 

Tuesday: 02.04 

o CDSSA Cross Country 

Wednesday: 03.04 

o Canteen Day  

o Prep’s In PJ’s Night  

Thursday: 04.04 

o School Advisory Meeting 7.00pm 

Friday: 05.04 

o Canteen Day  

o End of Term Mass of Thanksgiving: 2.30pm 

o End of Term Dismissal Time: 3.30pm  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 



 
 

Number Busting 

 
 

Prep M have been introduced to ‘Number 

Busting’ or ‘Number Talks’.  This is a quick and 

easy activity that encourages students to build 

their mental computation strategies and 

challenges them to identify different ways to 

represent numbers. 

 

 

 

 

 
Helping Little Children with Lent 
As parents of young children know, Lent can 
seem so “heavy” in comparison to the 
anticipation and excitement of preparing for 
Christmas. What can this season of conversion 
and preparation “to celebrate the paschal 



mystery with mind and heart renewed” mean for 
little children, if not for ourselves? 
 

For many of us growing up, Lent meant “giving 
up candy.” That wasn’t a bad way to introduce 
us to the notion of self-discipline, but simply 
giving up something for Lent, without a whole 
spirituality that children can enter into, can leave 
kids dreading Lent more than looking forward to 
it. 
 

The first and most important help for children is 
that we as adults understand Lent and enter into 
it ourselves. If Lent makes its way into our home 
and into our conversations and practices that 
children can see, they will naturally grow up in a 
culture that embraces Lent as a season of 
grace.  
 

Symbols are very important at this time. 
Children need a context. They need to explore 
and understand what we just take for granted, 
and sometimes forget. When we put something 
in a central place in our home, and call attention 
to it, it naturally leads children to ask “why” it is 
there and what it means. In their curiosity, they 
want to know what’s changed and what 
difference it makes for them. 
It is important, with our family prayer to let the 
story of our faith enter the imaginations of our 
children. Telling stories helps it all “fit together” 
for children, and for us. So, if we have a bowl of 
water in a central place in our home, it can be a 
wonderful “entry point” to the season of Lent for 
the whole family. What does this water remind 
us of? Our baptism. Lent is a time in which we 
want to be renewed in our baptism. Children’s 
baptismal candles or baptismal garments are 
other symbols that can be used as a story 
starter.  
 

As parents, we can either use this liturgical 
season as a time of giving something up or, a 
time of doing something extra. By that I mean, a 
time when we can help our children to practice 
being more loving. Children are naturally loving, 
but they can get into really bad habits of fighting 
with brothers and sisters or being disobedient or 
even talking back. Lent is a great time to build 
in some family practices, which can also be an 
outstanding renewal for us parents and adults in 
the family also. Children will notice, if part of my 
Lenten journey is to choose to fast from my 
crabby-ness or busy-ness and to spend more 
time with them. They will notice, if we set the 
example of choosing to compliment others in 
the family more, highlighting the good things I 
notice in them. If our family Lenten practice is to 
focus on being nicer, kinder and more generous 
in helping each other, the children will take part 
in it. And, if we fail on a given day, we can 

quickly apologize and ask forgiveness and 
model penitential and reconciling behavior that 
is central to Lent. 
 

As adults, we create the context, environment, 
experience and learning from which our children 
will either value and choose to take the practice 
of Lent into their adulthood and share with their 
children, or forsake it as something that is 
meaningless and has little impact upon the 
experience of living ones life.   
 

During this Lent, as a family, make a difference 
in your child’s experience of Lent. It’s not just 
about giving up lollies but becoming a person 
who appreciates their spirituality and seeks to 
understand the concept of us being made in the 
image of God.  
 

Let us this Lent, make a space not just in our 
hearts but in in our homes so that the meaning 
of Lent is not lost in the business of our lives. 

  
SACRAMENT OF 

RECONCILIATION 
 

Currently our Grade Three students are preparing 
to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation on the 
27th of March.  This is a beautiful Sacrament that 
relates to the relationships we have in our life and 
how we maintain those relationships. 
Reconciliation is also a gift and celebration of 
God’s love and forgiveness.  Students from Grade 
3/4M have created a display, using symbols and 
words to explain what Reconciliation means to 
them. 
 

 



 
 

TODAY is the National Day against Bullying 

and Violence.  Bullying. No Way! Today, 

5,726 Australian schools with over 2.4 

million students will take action in their 

communities and say Bullying. No Way!  

Wrist bands have been given out to all our 

students as a reminder of the safe and 

friendly environment we want to have here 

at St Ambrose.   

 

 
 

Bullying is NEVER OK! 
On the Bullying. No Way! website there is 

an animated video for students (9-13 

years) which helps you learn what bullying 

is and what to do if you are bullied. 

Juniors received a pocket card for parents 

to download free apps. 

 

We also presented another two awards at 

our school assembly on Tuesday. 

 
Congratulations to Mary 5/6M for 

‘Strengthening Positive Behaviour’ and 

Alessio 2T for ‘Including Everyone’. 

 

 
 



 
 

 

Thank you from: Heidi, Georgia, Mia, 

Isabelle, Lucy, Nash, Zac and Archie!   
 

Bullying. No Way! Take 
Action Every Day 

 

 
 

 

 

 

In the past couple of weeks, we have been 
learning numbers in Japanese. 

 
The Japanese numerals in writing are entirely 

based on the Chinese numerals.  Here are 
some examples; 

 

 
 



Conveyance Allowance 
 

Families in rural and regional Victoria can get 

help with the cost of transporting their children 

to their nearest school. This is known as 

the conveyance allowance. 

 

The conveyance allowance is available to 

students travelling by: 

 public transport 

 private car 

 private bus 

 or to students whose nearest school is not 

serviced by a free school bus. 

The conveyance allowance is a contribution 

towards transport costs and is not intended to 

cover the full cost of transporting children to 

and from school. 

To be eligible students attending a school 

must: 

 attend their nearest school 

 reside 4.8km or more by the shortest 

practicable route from the school 

 

Please contact the office if you would like a 

conveyance allowance form or 

visit www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teache

rs/transport 

 

 

CAMPS, SPORTS AND 
EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF) 

Do you, as a parent or legal guardian of a 

student, hold a: 

·         Veterans Affairs Gold Card 

·         Centrelink Health Care Card 

·         Pensioner Concession Card 

If so, you are eligible for a $125 Camps Sports 

and Excursions Fund (CSEF) payment.  Please 

complete the attached form and return it to 

the school office by Friday 29 March 2019.  

If you were approved for this rebate in 2018 

and your circumstances have not altered, it is 

not necessary to submit the paperwork again. 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) 

provides payments for eligible students to 

attend activities like: 

 school camps or trips 

 swimming and school-organised sport 

programs 

 outdoor education programs 

 excursions and incursions. 

For more information please 

visit www.education.vic.gov.au 

 

  
 

Prep E  Archie S 

For sharing his deep thinking about the “number 

six”! 

Prep E  Thomas L 

For solving addition problems and sharing his 

thinking with a partner. 

Prep M Zach H 

For his thoughtful contributions to our “Number 

Talks”. 

Prep M Poppy Q 

For sounding out words when writing. Fantastic! 

1/2R  Kitty R 

For her great Maths focus while investigating 

different ways to make 10. 

1/2R  Elijah E 
For being a great contributor during class 

discussions. 

1/2TW  Harry S 

For looking out for the safety of a friend when they 

were in need. 

1/2TW  Tahlia J 

For always supporting her peers to achieve success. 

2T  Cameron P 

For his wonderful recount writing about his 

weekend! 

2T  Gracie C 

For growth mindset in numeracy tasks! 

3/4M  Darley C 

For engaging in her learning with heart and 

persistence. 

3/4M  Tyler K 

For outstanding use of symbolism in his sensory 

poem. 

3/PB  Noah S 

For showing resilience when facing a new 

challenge. 

3/4PB  Miranda B 

For being a helpful and polite classroom member. 

Thank you! 

4/5F  Danny S  

For always approaching his learning with 

enthusiasm! 

4/5F  Rusby C 

For always being willing to take her learning 

further! 

5/6M  Mia L  

For using her deep level thinking to write an answer 

to a provocation. 

5/6M  Flyyn O 

For using deep level thinking during RE. 

 

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/transport
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/transport
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/


5/6P  Aulani B 

For her beautiful interpretation of Jesus “I am the 

Light of the World”. 

5/6P  Tom C 

For his excellent drawing of Jesus. 

 

SPORT AWARDS 
 

Mason H (3/4M) – for excellent listening and 

participation in sports drills. 

 

Will T (4/5F) – for excellent team work and 

encouragement in PE activities. 

 

JAPANESE AWARDS 
Will T (4/5F) – for not giving up in challenging 

origami making and making it to the final stage. 

 

Sam G (3/4M) – Excellence in dedicated practice 

in Kenji and Hiragana letters. 

 

ART AWARDS 
Jamie H (3/4P) – for skillfully assisting his peers to 

air-drop digital artworks to Ms Shannon’s Ipad. 

 

Sofia X (Prep E) – for efficient work ethic and 

assistance in Art. 

 

Flynn O (5/6M) – for exceptional design in Art. 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE AWARDS 
 

Mary F (5/6M) – For strengthening positive 

behaviour. 

 

Alessio L (2T) – For including everyone. 

 

 
 

12 March  Mason F (1/2R) 

16 March  Luke C (4/5F) 

17 March  Tyler T (Prep E) 

20 March  Harry S (1/2T) 

   Lucy P (5/6P) 

21 March  Sophie I (Prep E) 

   Will P (4/5F) 

23 March  Max S (3/4PB) 

24 March  Alani F (1/2T) 

   Darcie C (5/6P) 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  





 
 


