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NEWSLETTER NO .34 

FRIDAY ,  8 T H  NOVEMBER 2019 
 

 

Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 

 

This weekend our Grade Six students will be 

attending their Confirmation Commitment Masses 

on either Saturday evening or Sunday morning.  

During the service the students will be presented with 

The Apostles Creed. 

 
Please keep them in your prayers this week. 

 

Not Returning In 2019  

We are now finalising the planning for the 

placement of students within classrooms. Currently 

we know that our current Grade 6’s are enrolled into 

their respective secondary schools. The thing we 

don’t know is if there are students from other grade 

levels that are leaving the school at the end of this 

year. We ask that if your child is not returning to St 

Ambrose next year (apart from Grade 6’s), could 

you please inform the office by the end of next week.  

It is essential that were are informed of this as it has a 

huge impact upon the decisions regarding student 

placement for 2020.  

 

 
Remembrance Day – 11.11.2019 

Next Monday our School Captains, Heidi N and 

Jack M will attend the Remembrance Day service 

at the Woodend RSL and lay a wreath on behalf of 

St Ambrose Parish Primary.  At school a one minute 

silence will take place at 11 am, following the 

reading of The Ode. 

 

 
 

Enjoy your weekend. 

 

Kindest regards, 

Debbie Geisler - Principal 

 

Dates for the Diary 
 

Term 4    Week 6 

Monday: 11.11 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing: 8.15am 

o Remembrance Day 

o School Assembly 2.55pm 

Tuesday: 12.11 

o Grade 4 swimming program 

Wednesday: 13.11 

o 2020 Prep Orientation Day – Session 3 from 

9am till 10am 



o Prep-Gr 2 Dental Screening Visit 

o Class Mass 9.30am – Grade 5/6P & 5/6M 

o Canteen Day  

o Grade 5 Leadership Night at 7.00pm 

o Father Martin’s birthday 

Thursday: 14.11 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

Friday: 15.11 

o 2019/2020 Prep Dinner 6.30pm 

o Canteen Day  

Saturday: 16.11  

Sunday: 17.11  

o 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Week 7 
Monday: 18.11 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing: 8.15am 

Tuesday: 19.11 

Wednesday: 20.11 

o 2020 Prep Orientation Day – Session 4 from 

9am till 10am 

o Junior BUPA visit –  Grade 1/2R 

o Canteen Day  

Thursday: 21.11 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

Friday: 22.11 

o Reflection Day & Sacrament of Confirmation 

6pm 

o Canteen Day  

Saturday: 23.11  

Sunday: 24.11  

o Our Lord Jesus Christ, Kind of the Universe 

Week 8 
Monday: 25.11 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing: 8.15am 

o School Assembly 2.55pm 

Tuesday: 26.11 

o Grade 4 swimming program 

o Gr 6 Transition day at St Mary’s Lancefield 

o Grade 1 & 2 Cultural Infusion Incursion 

Wednesday: 27.11 

o 2020 Prep Orientation Day – Session 5 from 

9am till 10am 

o Junior BUPA visit – Grade 1/2T (please note 

change of class) 

o Canteen Day  

Thursday: 28.11 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

o Carnival Meeting 7pm 

Friday: 29.11 

o Staff End of Year Dinner 

o Canteen Day  

Saturday: 30.11  

Sunday: 01.12  

o 1st Sunday of Advent 

Week 9 
Monday: 02.12 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing: 8.15am 

o Student Orientation Day 1 (Grade 1-6) 

Tuesday: 03.12 

o Grade 4 swimming program 

Wednesday: 04.12 

o Celebration of St Ambrose Feast Day 

o Whole School Mass 9.30am 

o No Canteen 

Thursday: 05.12 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

Friday: 06.12 

o Canteen Day  

Saturday: 07.12  

Sunday: 08.12  

o 2nd Sunday of Advent 

o Advent Carols Service at the Church 4pm 

Week 10 
Monday: 09.12 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing: 8.15am 

o Student Orientation Day 2 (Grade 1-6) 

o School Assembly 2.55pm 

Tuesday: 10.12 

Wednesday: 11.12 

o Canteen Day  

Thursday: 12.12 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

Friday: 13.12 

o Last Canteen Day for the year  

Saturday: 14.12  

Sunday: 15.12  

o 3rd Sunday of Advent 

Week 11 
Monday: 16.12 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing: 8.15am 

o Grade 6 Celebration Day 

Tuesday: 17.12 

o Grade 6 Graduation Mass – 6.00pm 

Wednesday: 18.12 

o End of Year Mass 9.30am 

o End of Year Award Ceremony – 2.00pm 

o No Canteen  

o Dismissal time – 3.30pm 

 

 

 

Saturday 14th March 2020 
 

 

 
 

Grade 4 camp – more photos and stories in next 

week’s newsletter 



2020 Student Transition  
Class Lists and Orientation Days 

 

Thank you to the many parents that have written or 

emailed me in the past two weeks in regard to class 

structures and their input as to assist in the 

placement of their child next year. 

 

Our placement of students is based upon our 

professional observations, assessments made 

throughout the year, peer relationships and family 

consultation.   

 

One only has to imagine the enormity of the task of 

trying to create a ‘ready to go’ family that consisted 

of 26 members of similar age but hugely different 

experiences, skills and abilities. In doing so, you had 

to think of each of their own personalities, their gifts 

and their abilities that also took into consideration 

their social, emotional, physical, and spiritual needs. 

It’s a daunting task but a task made much easier 

when consultation occurs. 

 

The transition (orientation) days are a strategy we 

use to provide our students with a sense of 

belonging, an opportunity to get to know both the 

teacher and the students they will share the coming 

year with, and to get a sense of the learning 

environment they will be working within. 

 

These days will take place on:  

 

Monday 2nd of December  

 

& Monday 9th December 2019  

 
 

Our teachers are greatly aware of the 

expression  

“Directors of First Impressions”  

and just how important it is to develop a 

positive relationship with the students within 

their class and care. 

 

So too, we ask that you be mindful of your role 

as a director of first impressions when your 

child/ren discuss their class placement with 

you. 

 

Your own reaction, expression and comments, 

be they positive or negative, will have a lasting 

impression on your child/ren’s attitude to the 

coming school year. 
 

Let’s together, make next year a fantastic 

experience for your child/ren by working 

together, supporting each other, and showing 

a united front as to what we want and expect 

for and from them. 

 

 

BASKETBALL 

REGIONALS 

SUCCESS!  
 
Last Friday the Senior Boys Basketball team travelled 

to Swan Hill to compete in the Regional 

Competition.  The boys had already won the local 

Cobaw Sports day and again at Bendigo Stadium 

for the District level of competition. 

This win now means that the team goes on to 

represent the school at the State Level!  A big thank 

you to Jenni Awty and Ros Mitchell for their support 

and attendance on the day and a very special 

thank you to Tracey Paton (aka School Librarian) for 

organising umpires and coaching the team to 

victory. 

 

On the 1/11 eight grade sixes(Cooper D-T,Rhys 

G,Willem H, Xavier M, Flynn A, ,Flynn O’M, Patrick 

S and Harrison T) travelled to Swan Hill.  Two 

high school students Molly and Charlie came along 

too and we thank them for their refereeing. We 

had a 12 hour day and 8 of those hours driving, 

all to play in the Regional Basketball School 

Comp. 

Our first game was against St Killian’s Bendigo, 

2nd St Mary's Echuca and 3rd St Therese’s 

Kennington. Our first semi was against St 

Killian’s and our grand final was played against 

St Mary’s Swan Hill. 

On the 18/11 we are going to MSAC in Melbourne 

for the State Comp.     

We would like to thank Roz for bringing delicious 

fruit and Tracey for being our coach. 

By: Rhys, Cooper and Willem 

 

 



 

2020 School Fees & 

Levies 
The School Family Fee for 2020 is: $1,930.00 

per family. 

The Student Levy for all students for 2020 is 

$495.00. The Student Levy specifically 

covers costs associated with curriculum, 

e.g. books, e-learning, art material, 

excursions and incursions. 

Please note that there will be no further 

request for funds throughout the year for 

either Excursions, Sports Programs or 

Sacramental Programs. Students in Grade 4 

and Grade 6 will have the addition of camp 

– cost TBC. 

It is important to understand that the levies 

collected are pooled so as to ensure the 

best value for dollar is achieved.  

We take pride in the fact that we are able 

to achieve excellent educational 

outcomes for our students whilst providing 

an affordable Catholic education.  

In keeping our costs low and affordable, it is 

essential that families contribute to their 

child’s education by ensuring that payment 

of the fees and levies are made each year.  

 

Methods of Payment 

School Fees, Levies & Camp Fees for 2020 

 

1. Pay the full amount up front 

 

Cash, cheque, debit card or credit 

card at the office or by EFT. 

  

2. Pay by Direct Debit 

  

Direct Debit Service Agreement - copy 

will be sent out with statements in the 

first week of 2020 school year. 

Ten monthly instalments (Feb to Nov 

inclusive) 

Paid on 15th of each month 

Amount = the total balance on your 

school fee statement divided by ten 

(including any camp fees) 

   

We will be asking that all new families 

adopt method of payment 1 or 2. 

  

If you have an established payment plan 

or this is not suitable for your family, we ask 

that you contact Karen Basa at the school 

office to discuss alternate arrangements. 

 

If not paying via direct debit all fees and 

levies should be paid in full by the end of 

term 3. This billing process aims to remove 

expenses from Term 4 where people have 

other priorities, including Christmas. 

 

We would also like to take this opportunity 

to thank the many parents who have 

supported the school in a non-financial way 

through their participation in classroom 

activities and parent groups.  

Our community, as a whole, has gained 

greatly from the gift of their time, effort and 

support.  

NOTE: For those families who hold a valid 

Health Care Card and are eligible for the 

Camps, Sports & Excursion Fund (CSEF) 

payment of $125.00 per child, this can be 

applied against the Student levy which 

includes the costs for excursion and 

incursions, with any balance to be offset 

against camps (where applicable) or 

carried forward to the following year. 

 

From 2019, for those families who qualify for 

CSEF the school has also offered a 

discount of $1,000.00 per family on school 

fees. CSEF application forms are available 

from the school office. 

 

As always, any family that encounters 

financial difficulty in meeting fee payments 

can discuss their situation, in confidence, 

with either Debbie Geisler or Karen Basa in 

the office. 
 

 

 

 



Grandmother and 

Grandfather 
 

There was darkness in the beginning. 

 

The creators, Grandmother and 

Grandfather, had been warring forever. 

The war made the earth, but it was impure 

and chaotic, like war itself. When they 

finally made peace, light came into the 

world. Once they became friends, they 

made mountains, as solid as their 

friendship. As soon as they lived together, a 

mountain split open, and endless water 

flowed out, filling valleys and canyons to 

be oceans. When they promised to love 

each other forever, they made life. 

 

Their sons and daughters nurtured all the 

plants and animals that Grandmother and 

Grandfather had created by drawing 

them in the dirt. When a child died a new 

star appeared in the black void of the 

night sky, invented when the children 

fought. 

 
When their last child died Grandfather was 

so sad he morphed to the moon. In the first 

storm the rain was his tears, thunder his 

voice and lightning his hands, trying to 

grab earth and find his sons and 

daughters. 

 

One of his daughters, Beddii, comforted 

him so in her kindness, she became the 

sun, with the breeze as her laughter. 

 

Grandmother became Mother Nature. To 

mourn her loved ones, she hurled rocks into 

the sky, so they could be planets. Then, out 

of clay, she made humans and lay to rest. 

 

By: Georgia J (4/5F) 

This Weekends Gospel 

 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

Luke 

He is not a God of the dead but of the living. 

Some Sadducees – those who say that there is 

no resurrection – approached Jesus and they 

put a question to him. 

‘Master, we have it from Moses in writing, that if 

a man’s married brother dies childless, the 

man must marry the widow to raise up children 

for his brother. Well, then, there were seven 

brothers. The first, having married a wife, died 

childless. The second and then the third 

married the widow. And the same with all 

seven, they died leaving no children. Finally 

the woman herself died. Now, at the 

resurrection, to which of them will she be wife 

since she had been married to all seven?’ 

Jesus replied, ‘The children of this world take 

wives and husbands, but those who are 

judged worthy of a place in the other world 

and in the resurrection from the dead do not 

marry because they can no longer die, for 

they are the same as the angels, and being 

children of the resurrection they are sons of 

God. And Moses himself implies that the dead 

rise again, in the passage about the bush 

where he calls the Lord the God of Abraham, 

the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob. Now 

he is God, not of the dead, but of the living; for 

to him all men are in fact alive.’ 

 



Gospel Reflection 
Don’t Close Your Mind to God 

 
I wrote a regular newspaper column at 

university. I usually knew for sure I was right 

about an issue and attacked opposing 

arguments by making fun of them. My mind 

was closed, just like the Sadducees’ in this 

week’s Gospel. 

 

The Sadducees were members of a religious 

group whose beliefs differed from Jesus’ 

teachings. For example, they didn’t believe in 

the Resurrection or in angels. But in this week’s 

Gospel, they didn’t listen to him and rethink 

their positions; instead, they made an 

argument that mocked his beliefs. 

 

That’s too common in our society. People 

don’t listen to one another; instead, they 

attack or belittle one another. It’s an easy style 

to adopt. You don’t have to think if you can 

shout down or mock your opponent. 

 

But that’s how you miss God’s wisdom. This 

week’s Gospel reminds us that sometimes God 

challenges our positions on things like religion, 

school, and family. That challenge will likely 

come through friends, pastors, teachers, work 

colleagues, and family members. The Spirit 

calls us to keep our minds open, especially to 

people with whom we disagree.  GPBS eNews 
 

 
 

 

 
A Children's Liturgy will be held at  
St Ambrose Church at 10am Mass  

every 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month.  

 

 

Grade 6: Transitioning 

From Primary to 

Secondary School 
 

Every day is a transition day. Students make many 

formal transitions in and between schools: from 

home or preschool to school, from grade to grade, 

from primary school to secondary school, from 

compulsory education to post-compulsory 

education and to further education, training or work.  

Each of these transitions involves students’ 

expectations and concerns, and the processes of 

leaving one location, settling into another, leaving 

old friends, making new friends, and continuing 

learning and development.  

Transitions are not just isolated events, but involve 

the context in which they happen. These points of 

transition are critical moments in determining 

students’ wellbeing and learning. Many of the 

important transitions between educational settings 

occur at times of rapid student growth and 

development, when they are concerned about 

issues of identity (who am I?), relationships (how do I 

relate to others?) and future (what will I be?).  

How they approach these transitions, and how they 

fare through them, may be determined by many 

factors at home and at school. Importantly, the 

impact of transitions is also influenced and shaped 

by institutional responses.  

For schools, some transitions have particular 

consequences because of the degree of change 

involved or because of the numbers of students 

undergoing that transition at the same time. How we 

prepare for and manage these transitions will 

influence whether or not the transition is a positive 

and successful experience. 

At St Ambrose, our Grade 6 students will shortly be 

engaged in their own transition program that 

supports them in developing specific skills that: 

 Develop new friendships and improving self-

esteem and confidence  

 Assist them in their new school life, so that there 

are few concerns for parents  

 Showing an increasing interest in school and 

school work  

 Getting used to new routines and school 

organisation  

 And experiencing curriculum continuity.  

Please ensure that your Grade 6 chid is in 

attendance on Tuesday 26th November, so that they 

are able to attend the Transition Program. This 

program brings students from across the district 

together, further enhancing your child’s peer 

networks and confidence. 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Camp Adekate 
 

 
 

Grade 4 
 

 

 
 

Advent Carol Service 

 
 

On Sunday, December 8th our school will 

join with our parish family to celebrate 

Advent and the coming of Christmas with a 

Carol Service.  Our celebration will take 

place in St Ambrose Church at 4:00pm and 

our whole school community is invited.  

 

All class levels will be performing a 

carol and our school choir and parish 

choir will lead us all in some communal 

singing to welcome the coming of 

Christmas! Our younger students may wish 

to come dressed as nativity characters if 

they wish.  

 

The service should last just under an 

hour and you are may wish to remain 

afterwards for light refreshments in the 

presbytery gardens, weather permitting!  

 

This is a wonderful opportunity for our 

school and parish families to come 

together and remind ourselves of the true 

spirit of Christmas. We hope to see you 

there. 
 



 
 

SACRED  HEART  COLLEGE  KYNETON 

2019  CAR  RAFFLE 
 

Tickets are on sale now for the 31st Annual Car Raffle 

1st Prize  New Generation Toyota 'YARIS' Retail  $20,400  Supplied by Kyneton Toyota 

2nd  Prize   $4,000 Travel Voucher Destination of Your Choice 
3rd  Prize: $1,000  Fuel Voucher at the outlet of your choice 

 

Tickets available at Sacred Heart College 

94 High St.  Kyneton   54 211 200 

 

Raffle Drawn at the College, on Wed 4th December 
A family function will be held in the Arthurson Atrium commencing at 6pm, and will include finger food, non-alcoholic 

refreshments, and lucky door prizes. The major raffle is drawn at 7pm. 
All ticket buyers, and their families, most welcome to attend 

375 Tickets have been issued.  Tickets $100 each   
Raffle Permit No:  10615/19 

Results published Midland Express  10 December 2019 

(Timothy J Walsh, Nominee) 
 A  MINISTRY OF MERCY EDUCATION LIMITED  

 ABN: 69154531870 


